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properly be diſtinguiſhed into two pe- 
"riod ; the former comprehending. the interval 
from Brute to Cadwalader, whilſt the Britains 
are thought to have enjoyed a general poſſeſſion 
of the whole iſland ; the other containing the 
memoirs and tranſactions of the Britains under 
their ſeveral princes; after their receſſion to that 
part of the iſſand, ſince called Wales. The for- 
mer of theſe has been generally accounted of late, 
abſolutely falſe and uphiſtorical ; and it is un- 


|  doubtedly concluded that all the paſſages 1 in Ge- 
offrey of Monmouth, (the only remaining mo- 


nument of the affairs of the ancient eee 
| Which are not conſonant to, and agreeable with 


the Roman hiſtorians that ſpeak of Britain, are 


abſolutely fabulous and infincere. The hiſtory . 
of the Princes of Wales, has indeed met, with 
better fortune, and the author Caradoc of Lhan- 
cCarvan is accounted juſt and authentick; ſo that 
there need no other apology for the following 


work, than that it is for the beſt part the ge- EE” ; = 
 nuine hiſtory of that author. But becauſe 8 — 
hiſtory of Wales has no ſmall dependence upon, | 
and Nn to the hiſtory of the ancient Bri- 


tains publiſhed by Geoffrey, I thi 


to make ſome general reflection, in e * 


the truth and authority of that « copy. 


And here in the firſt place, 1 muſt take notice 
of two ſorts of opinions, moſt widely repugnant. 
and as I may ſay, 9 oppoſite to each 
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5 A; and both i in my opinion, equally deviat- 


ing from the right apprehenſion of the matter in 
debate. The one, perfectly rejecting the whole 


foundation and proceſs of Geoffrey's hiſtory, 


to the ancient Britains, but what is delivered by 


Roman writers; as if nothing remarkable could 


happen in Britain, but what muſt 'needs fall un- 
der their ſpecial cognizance and obſeryation. 
The other, without any allowance to the age 


to mention the utmoſt antiquity of ſome part of 


this hiſtory, cotemporary with which, nothing 


is certain among the more civilized Greeks and 


Romans) will believe the whole frame, and all 
the circumſtances of Geoffrey's hiſtory, be they 


never ſo ridiculous and extravagant. But not to 


inſiſt on ſo bigotted an opinion, as to think that 


will not believe ſo much as one paſſe relating 


when theſe Britiſh affairs were tranſacted, (not 


* 


the Britiſh hiſtory is univerſally true, and alto- 


gether authentick ; I will confine myſelf t to the 
i t of the other extream, to ſee whe- 


ther that hiſtory publiſhed by Geoffrey y. be ſo 


abſolutely fabulous as is frequently repreſented 


and generally believed. Now they who diſcre- 
dit this hiſtory, either wholl ae the frame 
and invention of it to Geoff rey, or elſe granting 
bim to be a faithful tranſlator, aſſure themſelves 
that the copy he received was fictitious, and per- 


fectly owing to the unwarrantable forgeries of the 


fabulous monks. So that the ſubject of my pre 


TW ſent enquiries, will naturally fall under theſe two. 
_  » difquifirtens; firſt, Whether Geoffrey be the 


real contriver and compoſer . of this hiſtory ? and. 
ſecondly, Suppoſing him to be innocent of this 


4 fuſpicion, Whe her the hiſtory publiſhed by 
him, be perfectly e and i in A. N a 


kira, 


: W 
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— Firſt, As to what relates to Geoffrey, thougd 


dence his innocency from ſo ſuſpe&ed an impo- 


Britiſh manuſcript from Walter, archdeacon of 
Oxford; yet becauſe the prejudice of ſome men 


otherwiſe very clear and open, it will be requiſits 
to dwell ſomewhat more particularly upon that 
ſubject: or if the world be once perſuaded, that 


that there was no ſuch account of the Britains in 
being, before he publiſhed his hiſtory, the whole 
ſeries of Britiſh affairs not mentioned in the writs . 
ings of the Roman authors, and all that long 
continued ſucceſſion of Britiſh kings for ſo many 
ages, muſt of neceflity be accounted fabulous, 
and a perfect legend. But before that Geoffrey "I 
mould be fo unreaſonably attainted of ſuch nok 

_ torious forgery, and his hiſtory be ſo generally 
condemned; one might expect that ſuch evident 
| proofs, could be produced to. evince ſo abſolute 
a poſition, as to render it paſt all diſpute and 
cContradiction. For to charge any one with in- 


the common vogue and ſentiment of the world, 
is in my opinion a greater argument of partiali- 

ty and prejudice, than of ſolid and judicious 
Now the greateſt n „„ $,. 5 
why the Britiſh hiſtory is attributed to the in- 
vention of Geoffrey, is, that almoſt upon its fit 
. appearance in the world, William, of Newbo= * « 
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methinks there need no greater argument to evi- 


ſture, as his we the contriver of this hiſtory, 
© 


than that he profeſſedly owns the receipt of the 


oftentimesobſcures their underſtanding, in things 


the whole invention is owing to Geoffrey, and 


fincerity, for no other reaſon, than becauſe it is 
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reateſt reaſon that I can think of, f 


„ 
* 
* : 
; Z % # ms 7 +. * ** by 
28 1 
1 


Ee 
"i * — 14 


+7 : * 
5 & 4 + 13. 4 + 
* * = 4 Fe 


: R 1 
4 »> 3 , 
T7 * $../ * 4 . 
——g— 8 483 , 


, 1 ; * K 


: ah. © 
#3 | TY, f . 


TRE p R EF A C E. 


1 


other; and both in my opinion, equally deviat- 
ing from the right apprehenſion of the matter in 
debate. The one, perfectly rejecting the whole 
foundation and proceſs of Geoffrey's hiſtory, 

will not believe ſo much as one paſſage relating 
to the ancient Britains, but what is delivered by 


Roman writers; as if nothing remarkable could 
happen in Britain, but what muſt needs fall un- 
der their ſpecial cognizance and obſervation. 


The other, without any allowance to the age 


when theſe Britiſh affairs were tranſacted, (not 
to mention the utmoſt antiquity of ſome part of 


this hiſtory, cotemporary with which, nothing 


is certain among the more civilized Greeks and 
Romans) will believe the whole frame, and all 

the circumſtances of Geoffrey's hiſtory, be they 

never ſo ridiculous and extravagant. But not to 
infiſt on ſo bigotted an opinion, as to think that 
the Britiſh hiſtory is univerſally true, and alto- 
gether authentick ; I will confine myſelf to the 


examination of the other extream, to ſee whe- 


ther that hiſtory publiſhed by Geoffrey, be ſo 


abſolutely fabulous as is frequently repreſented 


and generally believed. Now they who diſcre- 
dit this hiſtory, either wholly attribute the frame 
and invention of it to Geoffrey, or elſe granting 
bim to be a faithful tranſlator, aſſure themſelves. 
that the copy he received was fictitious, and per- 
fectly owing to the unwarrantable forgeries of the, - 
fabulous monks. So that the ſubject of my pre- 
ſent enquiries, will naturally fall under theſe two 


difquificions ; firſt, Whether Geoffrey be the 


real contriver and compoſer of this hiſtory? and 
ſecondly, Suppoſing him to be innocent of this 
ſuſpicion, Whe eher the hiſtory publiſhed by 


him, be perfectly fabulous, and in all Ea 
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Firſt, As to what relates to Geoffrey, thougd 


methinks there need no greater argument to evi- 
dence his innocency from ſo ſuſpected an impo- 


ſture, as his being the contriver of this hiſtory, 


than that he profeſſedly owns the receipt of the 
Britiſh manuſcript from Walter, archdeacon of 
Oxford; yet becauſe the prejudice of ſome men 


oftentimes obſcures their underſtanding, in things 
otherwiſe very clear and open, it will be requiſite 


to dwell ſomewhat more particularly upon that 


ſubject : or if the world be once perſuaded, that 


the whole invention is owing to Geoffrey, and 
that there was no ſuch account of the Britains in 


being, before he publiſhed his hiſtory, the whole - 
ſeries of Britiſh affairs not mentioned in the writ- 


ings of the Roman authors, and all that long 
continued ſucceſſion of Britiſh kings for ſo many 
ages, muſt of neceſſity be accounted fabulous, 
and a perfect legend. But before that Geoffrey 


ſhould be fo unreaſonably attainted of ſuch no- 


torious forgery, and his hiſtory be ſo generally 
condemned; one might expect that ſuch evident 
proofs could be produced to evince ſo abſolute 

a poſition, as to render it paſt all diſpute and 


contradiction. For to charge any one with in- 


ſincerity, for no other reaſon, than becauſe it is 
the common vogue and ſentiment of the world, 
is in my opinion a greater argument of partiali- 


ty and prejudice, than of folid and judicious 


reaſoning. 


Now the greateſt reaſon that I can think of, 


N 'S | * 2 8 N 8 8 eq * | ; l : 
why the Britiſh hiſtory 18 attributed to the in- 
vention of Geoffrey, is, that almoſt upon its firſt 
appearance in the world, William of Newbo- 
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rough and Geraldus Cambrenſis exclaim againſt 
it, and ſeem to lay the whole impoſture to the 
charge of Geoffrey. The words of Newborough 
are theſe : At contra quidem (ſpeaking before of 
Gildas) noſtris temporibus pro expiandis his Brito- 
num maculis ſeriptor emerſit, ridicula de iiſdem fig- 
menta contexens, eoſque longe ſupra virtutem Ma- 
cedonum et - Romanorum impudenti vanitate at- 
Fallens. Gaufridus hic dictus eſt, agnomen ba- 
bens Arturi, pro eo quod fabulas de Arturo ex 
Priſcis Britonum Genet ſumptas, et ex proprio 
auttas per ſuperductum Latini ſermons colorem, 
 honeſto hiſtoria nomine palliavit. Qui etiam ma- 
jori auſu, cujuſdam Merlin divinationes fallacifi- 
mas, quibus uttque de proprio plurimum adjecit, 
dum eas in Latinum transfunderet, tanquam au- 
 thenticas, et mobil veritate ſubnixas Propbetias 
vulgauit. | 
Prom this paſſage it is apprehended, that 
Newborough thought that the Britiſh hiſtory 
was ſolely owing to the contrivance and inven- 
tion of Geoffrey ; whereas nothing is more evi- 
dent than that the only thing he lays to Geof- 
frey's charge, is, that he augmented, and of his 
own head made additions to the copy he re- 
| ceived. And ſeeing that New borough expreſly 
- mentions Geoffrey's tranſlating into Latin, ſome 
ancient figments of the Britains concerning 
King Arthur, and unwarrantably adding to the 
ſame; it is manifeſtly apparent that he never 
took Geoffrey to be the contriver of the whole 
of what he had publiſhed, otherwiſe it is hardly 
cConceivable, that ſuch an inveterate enemy of 
that hiſtory, would conceal any thing that might 8 
derogate from the truth and authority of it. 
Belides, Nnwhorough. e his whole 
ä Preface 


. Oo 
eee 


preface, wherein he endeavours to invalidate, | 
and render the Britiſh hiſtory fabulous, chiefly - 
inſiſts upon the life of King Arthur, and the 
prophecies of Merlyn ; not a word of Brutus 
and his Trojans, which, though fince accounted. 
as notorious a piece of romance as any at all; 
it ſeems he had faith to ſwallow. Indeed, the | 
paſſages in King Arthur's life, and the prophe- 
cies of Merlyn tending much to the ſame pur- 
poſe, were too great and extravagant to be cre- 
dited by him, (who by his character of them, 
ſeems to have bore but: very ſlender affection to- 
' wards the Welch,) by reaſon that they deroga- 
ted much from the fame and valour of the Sax- 
ons; ſo that I am afraid, that the odium which 
Newborough bore to Geoffrey and his hiſtory, 
depended more upon national honour and te- 
putation, than the truth and fincerity of hiſtory. 
For ſurely he could never be fo warmly exaſpe- 
rated againſt a fabulous hiſtory, had he but the 
candour to conſult his own, unleſs there had 
been ſome other motive to raiſe and foment his 
paſſion, As to the ſcurrilous language he caſts 
upon the Britiſh hiſtory, and his umannerly 


treatment of the tranſlator; he therein expreſſes _ | 


his ignorance and malice, rather than any love 

and regard to truth and ingenuity. For who | 
but an ignorant and an unſkilful pretender, 
would confidently aſſert the Britains never had 
any metropolitans or archbiſhops, and would 
produce this as an invincible argument far the 

falſity of the Britiſh hiſtory; whereas it is no- 
Re 13 manifeſt, that the Britains had their 

archbiſhops long before the arrival of Auguſtine = 
the monk, whom Newborough pretends to have 
been the firſt who underwent that dignity" in 
| . this 
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this iſland. But as his arguments againſt Geof: 


dervalued, ſor charging another hiſtory with 


woven with ridiculous legends and monkiſh fic- 
tions. 


that nothing can be concluded from the above 
quoted paſſage, more than that Geoffrey made 


archdeacon of Oxford. And this is no more 
the life of King Arthur, and the prophecies of 
_ diſcontent, may probably be inſerted into the 
| hiſtory by Geoffrey, atleaſt they were augmented, . 
and ſeveral traditions were added by him. Bale, 
aſſures us, that he writ the life of King Arthur 
in a diſtinct treatiſe; and himſelf owns in the pre- 


face to his fourth book, which comprehends the 
prophecies of Merlyn, that upon the requeſt of 


Alexander biſhop of Lincoln, he had tranſlated 


fore the Britiſh, copy came to his hands. Now, 
when Geoffrey had received the manuſcript from 


it into Latin, it is no ſtrange matter to ima- 
fy, and add to it, out of his former tracts. For it 
 cerning Arthur and Merlyn, might be preſerved 


200 abfolete among the Britains of Armorica, 
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frey's hiſtory are weak and invalid, and his 
whole preface more an invective than a confu- 
tation, ſo his credit ſhould be rejected and un- 
falſhood, when his own ſeems wholly inter- 

But be the occaſion of Newborough's diſlike 
of the Britiſh hiſtory what it will, it is evident, 
additions to the Britiſh copy he received of the 


than what may eaſily and ſafely be granted; for 
Merlyn, the main ſubjects of Newborough's 


Merlyn's s propecies out of Britiſh into Latin, be- 


the archdeacon, and was engaged | in tranſlating 
gine, that as occaſion required, he might ampli. 
is obvious to ſuppoſe, that the ſeveral things con- 


in the ifland of Great Britain, which were long 


f "Oe 


The PREFACE. 
from whence the Britiſh copp is ſaid to have been 
brought over. 
But ſuppoſing that Newborough had attributed 
the whole frame of the Britiſh hiſtory to Geof- 


frey, which is evident he does not, his authority 
cannot balance with far more authentic hiſtorians, 


{ſuch as H. Huntington, R. Hovedon, Matthew 


of Weſtminſter and others, but more particularly 


Matthew Paris, who in expreſs terms, calls Geof- 


frey, the faithful tranſlator of the Britiſh hiſtory. 


And ſeeing then, that it“ was in thoſe times ap- 
prehended to be an antient manuſcript, and none 


of Geoffrey's contrivance, when the cheat might 


be beſt diſcovered, and there wanted not good 1 in- 
_ _ clinations to detect ſo notorious a forgery ; ho-. 
in theſe latter times, it could be ſo luckily found 


out, that Geoffrey was the ſole inventor and 


compoſer of the mſtory, I cannot Poſſibiy 
| divine. RE 


The other reaſon, why Geoffrey i is thought to 
ä be the author of the Britiſh hiſtory, is grounded 


upon a paſſage in Giraldus Cambrenſis, who ſpeax- 


ing of the etymology of Wales, rejects the deno- 


mination of it from either duke Wallo, or queen 


Wendolen, Sicut Jabulgſa Galfredi Arturi mentitur 


Ad Ann. 
1151. 


Hiſtoria. Now this is thought an invincible ar- 
gument againſt Geoffrey, and a palpable detec- 


tion of his inſincerity, ſince Giraldus, his on 
countryman ſtrikes at him, and accuſes him of 


forgery; whereas upon nicer examination, We 


may eaſily diſcover how that Giraldus quarrels 


only with the hiſtory which Geoffrey publiſned, 


and which upon that account bore his name, 


For had Giraldus thought it to be only a con- 


trivance of Geoffrey's, had he ſuſpected that 
Geoffrey tally pretended to haye received an 
b ; antient | 


Tur PREFACE. 
antient Britiſh manuſcript, and by that means 
to have impoſed upon the world; can it be ſup- 


poſed that upon ſo plain conviction of fal ſhood, 
he would believe and give credit to an hiſtory, 


which he was ſatisfied was altogether a fable? But 
on the contrary, we find him aſſenting to the ſtory 


of Brutus, and the diviſion of the iſland betwixt 
his three ſons; and in ſhort, excepting in this 
one place, he expreſſes himſelf to be an abſolute 


votary of the Britiſh hiſtory, whence tis evident, 
he apprehended Geoffrey to be no more than a 
faithful tranſlator of an antient Britiſh copy. 


I need not take notice of William of Malmſ- 


| bury, becauſe that by the beſt account, he is ſup- 


poſed to have been dead before Geoffery publiſhed 
his hiſtory, and conſequently he could never ſee 
it; ſo that this expreſſion in him, Hic eff Arthurus 
de quo Britonum nuge hodieque delirunt, muſt likely 


refer to the then preſent traditions and accounts 
of the Welch concerning king Arthur, which 
probably might be too great and extravagant. 
For 'tis certain that a traditional account of any _ 
perſon or action, the farther it recedes from the 


ſpring and original, the more corrupt and imper- 


fect it ſtill proceeds; and like a ball of ſnow, it 
gathers and augments in its journey; ſo that it 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the vulgar ac- 


count which the Welch i in Malmfbury's time de- 


livered of king Arthur, was too far incredible and 
urpriſing. Na. 7 


But ſince the eau produced for provin g Geof- 5 


frey to be the author of the Britiſh hiſtory, ſeem 25 
not to be ſatisfactory and evincing ; let us ſee 
whether the contrary aſſertion can be more reaſon- 
ably maintained. And firſt, tis manifeſt that Geof- 
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hiſtory, 
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hiſtory, by reaſon that ſeveral things, and ſome of 
the moſt material paſſages therein contained, are 
agreeable with the hiſtories of the Gildas and Nen- 
nius, the poetical fragments of Talieſſyn, not to 
mention the Saxon Manuſcript, quoted by Mr. 
Wheelock, and other authors far more antient than 
Geoffrey. Tis owned indeed Geoffrey might bor- 
row the ground and plat- form of his romance from 
Merlyn or Talieſſyn, or rather from Nennius, in 
whole writings there is ſome ſlight account of the 
Britains being deſcended from the Trojans ; but 
the ſuperſtructure is all his own, who living in an 
ignorant age, and well knowing he could not well 
be diſproved, took the liberty to make what inven- 
tion he pleaſed, and then recommended it to the 
world, for a true, undoubted hiſtory. But not- 
withſtanding all this conceſſion, I think there is 
as little reaſon to attribute the frame and compo- 
ſition of this hiſtory to Geoffrey as there can be, 
to think him contriver of the ground and plot of 
it. For it ſeems to me very unaccountable, that 
if Geoffrey was to invent and compoſe this hiſtory, 
why in this account of the tranſactions betwixt 
the Britains and Romans, he ſhould ſo widely 
diſagree with, and deviate from the writings of 
the Romanhiſtorians. For certainly, nothing could 
add more authority to a fable, than exactly to fol- 
low the ſteps of creditable authors, in thoſe things 
they both had occaſion to treat of. This in all 
probability, would not only render that part of the 
hiſtory unſuſpicious, but likewiſe eredit and au- 
thorize the reſt, of which there was no account 
in Roman authors. And this diſagreement be- 
twixt the Britiſh hiſtory, and the writings of the 
Roman hiſtorians, though frequently produced to 
gyerthrow the authority of it, induces me to be- 
on „ a. 
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lieve, not only that Geoffrey was not the author, 


but likewiſe that the macuſcript was ancient, 


and much older than the time, in which it was 


firſt made public. 


But beſides, Geoffrey dedicates his Wand en 
to Robert earl of Glocefier, ſon to king Henry I. 


which in all likelihood he would never have 


ventured to do, had the original been of his own 


contrivance, for fear leaſt that the cheat being 
diſcovered, he ſhould be found, to put upon a 


pam of eminent quality, with whom the Britiſh 
iſtory was then in great efteem. For to him it 


is that Geoffrey owns the receipt of this manu- 
ſcript from the archdeacon of Oxford, which he 
_ affirms to be very antient, and by his requeſt was 
' perſuaded to tranſlate it into the Latin tongue. 
It was a very eaſy matter for the earl of Gloceſter - 
to find out Geoffrey's integrity, by enquiring of 


the archdeacon (who by all accounts is reckoned 


his co-temporary) whether he had delivered ſuch. 


an antient Britiſh copy into Geoffrey's hands, 
and whether the tranſlation juſtly anſwered the. 
original. Theſe enquiries were natural, uponthe 


publication of any new hiſtory, which made ſuch 


conſiderable noiſe and clamour in the world, 


and which gave ſuch an account of the antient 
Britains, as was.never before thought or heard of 
among the Engliſh nation. And ſuppoſing the | 
carl of Gloceſter to have omitted theſe enquiries, 
vet it is ſcarce conceivable, but that in caſe of ſo 
open a forgery, the archdeacon would diſcover 
the cheat, unleſs it can be thought that he was 
privy to, and had a hand in the cqntrivance. But 
he was ſo far from detecting Geofftey's impoſture, 


that he himſelf owns too, to have tranſlated the 
Britiſh hiſtory firſt into Latin, and then in his 


latter 
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latter days, to Britiſh again from the Latin, as may 
be ſtill ſeen in the Archives of Jeſas-College li- 
brary. Now if there be any heed to, or depen- 
dance upon this, if it be true, that the archdeacon 
did tranſlate, and conſequently allow of this hiſ- 
tory, it appears very evident to me, that Geoffrey 
can be in no wiſe the author or contriver of it. 
But that Robert of Gloceſter took a fancy to 
Geoffrey's tranſlation, more upon the account 
that his father had lately ſubdued the Welch, 
and therefore ſeemed to add to his father's glory, 
than that he did credit and believe thehiſtory, does 
not ſeem to be ſo true and evincing. For where- 
in could the publication of this hiſtory contri- 
bute to the advancement of his father's name? 
Was it becauſe he had conquered a people whoſe 
anceſtors appeared by this hiſtory to be formerly 
valiant and warlike? this was performed by o- 
thers before him, and I can conceive no great ad- 
dition to any man's fame, to conquer a handful 
of people, with a numerous army, tho their fore- 
fathers had been ſtout and victorious. This is 
ſurely too ſlight a pretence for the reception of 
the Britiſh hiſtory by the earl of Gloceſter, and 
too weak an argument to deſtroy the truth and 
authority of it. It is certain, that it took ex- 
ceeding well in the world at that time, nor was 
it oppoſed till after 3 s death, when Wil- 
liam of Newborough more out of malice and 
diſcontent than 5 5 he bore to truth, began 
to charge both the we wage and tranſlator with. 
inſincerity. I cannot ſee upon the whole, the 
leaſt reaſon, why the contrivance and invention. 
of this hiſtory ſhould be attributed to Geof- 
frey, or that the authority of it depends any 
5 way upon him, more than the fidelity of his 


tranſ-. 
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ttanſlation. I ſhall therefore conclude this ſub- | 


ject with the character beſtowed upon Geoffrey, 
and the hiſtory by him publiſhed by Ponticus 


Virunnius, who flouriſhed in the year 1290, a 
man of great reading, and excellent learning of 


his time, who did not think it loſt labour to draw 


an epitome of the Britiſh hiſtory : Giraldus 


(fays he) Hiſtoricus egregius ef cardinalis, mag- 
ne vir auttoritatis apud Robertum Claudioceſ- 


trie ducem, Henrici regis filium, ac patrie ſuæ 


curigſiſimus fautor, ex ſumma philoſo phia atque 


_ archtvis, hiſtoriam antiquiſſimam continua ſerie 


ab ipfis Trojanis collectam tranſtulit. Veriſſimas 
Britannorum hiftorias arguit regum occidentalium 


conſuetudo; que erat, ſecum ſemper habere eos, 
qui veritate præcipua eorum geſia notarent. 


Secondly, But ſuppoſing Geoffrey to be inno- 


cent from this ſuſpected impoſture, and that he 


did no more than faithfully tranſlate a Britiſh ma- 


nuſcript he received of hs archdeacon ; it may 


be farther objected, that ſeeing it abounds with 


ſo many unwarrantable matters of fact, and ſo ex- 
travagant fables and prodigies, it appears extreme- 
1y ſuſpicious, and ſenſibly ſmells of a monkiſh 


production. For how is it poſſible, you will 


lay, that any account, excepting what is found 
in the Roman hiſtories, could be had of the Bri- 
tains, and that not only before, but even after 
their ſubjection to the Romans; ſince there is ſo 
much reaſon to doubt, whether the Britains, as 
well as other unlettered nations, had any means 
to convey any knowledge to peſterity, for want 
of the art of writing ? for if the affairs and 
tranſactions of the Britains were only handed 


down by tradition * and they had no other way 
er 
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or method to preſerve their memories, then cer- 
tainly all pretences to ancient records, and con- 
ſequently to this Britiſh manuſcript, ſuppoſed to 
have been tranſlated by Geoffrey, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be vain and groundleſs. 
And thus it is ſuppoſed, that the Britains 951 
no writing among them, neither before nor after 
the Roman conqueſt ; whence it follows, that 
there is no true nor certain account of any mat- 
ter tranſlated among them, but what is recorded ' 
in Roman hiſtories. But tho” this be frequently 
infinuated, yet I think, the contrary can with 
greater caſe and perſpicuity, be made to appear. 
As to the Britains having no writing among 
them, during their ſubjection to the Roman em- 
pire, the contrary is ſo evident and notorious, that 
I conceive it loſt time to go about to diſprove it. 
It is ſufficient to lay down the words of Tacitus, * 
an author of unſhaken reputation; Jam vero vis Aries ö 
principum filios Iiberalibus artibus erudire, et 
ingenia Britannorum Pudiis Gallorum anteferre, 
el qui modo linguam Romanorum abnuebant, 
eloguentiam concupiſcerent. Inde etiam habitus 
noftri honor, et frequens toga ; -  paulatimque dif= 
ceſſum ad deliniamenta vitiorum, porticus es bal- 
nea, et conviviorum elegantiam. Now, can any 
one ſuppoſe, that when the Britiſh youths were «1 
inſtructed in all the arts and fciences of the Ro- 
mans, when they began to ape and imitate them 
in their habits, buildings, and other neceſfary 
fooleries, they ſhould neglect ſo neceſſary a qua- 
lification, as that of writing? and can we ima- 
gine, that among ſo many able and learned per- 
ſons, as the Britains muſt in reaſon be, when Lon 
cated in the Roman way, and owned to be ver ; 
b tractable it in their education, not one bone 3 * 


815 


— 
* 


— 2 
. x 
— We 
— He, 


SES 


= ISIS == 
— — 


= 
— 


— — 2 *y = 
— . — * 
— > 


WS Law 2 5 _ ou —_ = — - 
— — — 4 %. 2 y >= — — hy. 2 — —. — 2 
— — m. > — a = 5 * —— © ww 3 - 
— 5 » > * — — b - 0 — 28 


Bu 2 — 2 
a. — — — 


— 


TH et Pp R E F A C FE. 


ſo affectionate to his country, as to note down the 


ſtate and tranſactions of it? certainly, if they learnt 
all the civilites and ſciences of the Romans, hiſ- 
tory was not ſo ſlight and trivial a ſubject of their 


| induſtry, as to be undervalued ; and I know not 
where they could better em loy their ſkill, than 


in writing the hiſtory of their native country. 
It was natural for them being once civilized, to 
enquire into the origin and antiquity of their na- 


tion, the ſtate and condition of their conntry 


before the Roman conqueſt ; and having made 


the beſt ſearch they could, whether by oral or 

written tradition into theſe enquiries, they would 
in all reaſon, according to the cuſtom and man- 
ner of the Romans, commit all to writing. 


But allowing the Britains to have learnt the 


art of writing from the Romans, after their ſub- 
jection to the empire, yet it is certain they had 


no ſuch thing among them, before the diſcovery 


of this iſland by Julius Cæſar, and conſequently, 
that all the former part of the Britiſh hiſtory 
which precedes that epoch, muſt be falſe and 
fiftitious. And that this is no precarious ob- 
1 jection, a paſſage out of Czfar's Commentaries 

is produced to ſtrengthen it, which in my opi- 
nion, evidently proves the contrary. The words 
of Cæſar are theſe: Magnum ibi numerum (ſpeak- 


ing of the Druids) verſuum ediſcere dicuntur, ita- 


gue annos nonulli vicenos in diſciplina permanent ; 


neque fas efſe exiſtimant ea literis mandare, cum in 
religuis fere rebus, publicis privatiſque rationibus, 


 Gracis literis utuntur. Why any one from hence 
ſhould conclude, that the ſuperſtition of thoſe 


ancient philoſophers the Druids, forbad the Bri- 
tains to commit to writing the tranſaCtions of 
their country, much more that ney had no writ- 
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ing at all among them, does I confeſs, very far 
exceed my comprehenſion. Cæſar, truly does 
intimate, that the doctrine and myſteries of their 
religion, the Druids did not think fit to commit 
to writing; but in all matters beſides, whether 
private or publick (among which, hiſtory may 
be reaſonably accounted) they uſed the Greek 
characters: for fo I underſtand theſe words, Græ- 
cis literis utuntur. For it may not be ſuppoſed 
that all publick and private affairs of the Britains 
were tranſlated in Greek, when they had a dif- 
ferent language of their own, and which in all 
reaſon muſt be the common tongue of the coun- 
try; but only that when the Britains had oc- 
caſion to put any thing in writing, they uſed the 
Grecian character, which probably was the only 
letter, they then were acquainted with. But to 
confirm this matter the more, Cæſar makes men- nw 
tion of the like cuſtom among the Gauls ; Ia ca- Ib. . 
ftris Helvetiorum tabule repertæ ſunt literis Gractls 
confete. Now if he concluded from hence, that 
the Gauls (for the Helvetians were a Gauliſh 
people) made uſe of the Greek language, rather 
than the Grecian characters; I would fain be in- 
formed, why Cæſar ſhould write in Greek to 
Quintus Cicero, Ne intercepta epiſtola ſua, a Gal- 
lis confilia naſcerentur; leſt that his letter being 
intercepted, all his meaſures and martial intrigues 
be difcovered by the Gauls. Certainly, if he 
had known (as well he might, in caſe the Hel- 
vetians underſtood and writ in Greek) that the 
Gauls were not ignorant of the Greek language, 
he would not make uſe of ſo mean a ſtratagem 
to conceal his counſels. But ſuppoſe it be ac- 
| knowledged that the Gauls and Britains uſed, 
not only the Greek characters, but the language 
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too (one of which muſt be allowed) it is evidert 
that they had the art and uſe of writing before 
Cæſar made an invaſion to either country, and 
conſequently the Britains might have ſome writ- 
ten memorials of their country, which might be 
afterwards eaſily handed down to poſterity. For 
it ſeems to me very ſtrange, that men of ſuch re- 
puted learning and knowledge, and ſo well verſed 
in the myſteries of philoſophy, as the Druids are 
acknowledged to have been, ſhould be ignorant 
of ſo neceſſary and uſeful a qualification as writ- 
ing. And fince it is athrmed, that their religi- 
ous ſuperſtitions were interdicted to be commit- 

ted to writing, we may rationally conclude, by 

the rule of contrariety, that all other things be- 
ſides their religion, were allowed to be written, 
and conſequently, that they had the art and uſe 
of writing among them. 

But ſuppoſing the Britains to have eta 
the tranſactions of their country, both before and 
after the Roman conqueſt, yet when the Saxons 
prevailed i in the iſland, all the monuments and 
writings of the ancient Britains were utterly loſt; 
ſo that this pretended hiſtory of the Britains, maſt 
be modern and fabulous, built upon vulgar and 
uncertain traditions. For how was it poſſtble 
that any one could write a true and faithful ac- 


Count of the ancient Britains, and be ſo particu- 


lar in the tranſactions of. thoſe times, whereas 
there was not the leaſt light to guide him to the 
knowledge of thoſe obſcure ages. This is ex- 
preſly acknowledged by Gildas, who lived long 


before Geoffrey, and openly declares, that all tde 


records and monuments of his country were loſt 
in his time; and that in writing thoſe ſmall frag- 
ments of the hiſtory of Britain, he was s forced 


to 


c 
to abſtract his materials out of the writings of 
foreigners. Ila tantum proferre conabor in me- Excid, Brie, 
dium, que temporibus Romanorum Imperatorum et 

paſſa eft, et aliis intulit civibus, et longe poſitis 
mala : quantum tamen potuero, non tam ex ſcrip= 

tis patriæ ſcriptorum monimentis ; quippe que vel 
/ fuerint, aut ignibus hoſtium exuſta, aul civium 
exulum claſſe longius deportata non compareant ; 
quam tranſmarina relatione, qua crebris err 
intercapedinibus non ſatis claret. 

I II ſhall here by the by, obſerve the levity of 
 Aylet Sames's objection againſt the hiſtory of Brtan. p. 
Brute; namely, becauſe Gildas makes no mention 25* 
of Brute and his Trojans, he concludes that the 
Britiſh hiſtory mult be a real fiction; whereas Gil- 
das in this placemanifeſtly declareshis defign only 
of writing the hiſtory of the Britains, during their 

| ſubjection to the Roman empire. But as to this 

paſſage 1 in Gildas, if in his time, there were no 
remains of his anceſtors left in writing; I would 
fain learn upon what ground and authority, he 
could ſo poſitively aſſert that the Britains from their 

firſt plantation in this iſland, were proud and irre- 
ligious, and their kings cruel and tyrannical. For 

a little before the above quoted paſlage, he ſays of 


5 Britain » Hac erecta cervice et mente ex quo inha= 
2 bitata eft, nunc Deo, interdum Civibus, nonnun- 
Fe: guam etiam tranſmarinis regibus ingrata conſurgit. 
Wy And a little after, Tacens vetuſtos immanium ty= 
8. rannorum annos, qui in aliis poſitis regionibus vul- 
& I garr/funt. Here he paſtes his judgment very 
2 | liberally upon the ſtate and condition of Britain 
g I from all antiquity; and yet by and by, he con- 
I feſſes, that he had no guide to direct him to the 
t knowledge of thoſe times he ſo freely cenſures; 
— ſo that if he had not the ſpirit of divination, he 
a C may 
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may falter in his conjectures, or elſe he was 
guided by ſome Britiſh light, of which he was 
not willing to own the peruſal, 
But allowing that Gildas, in compoſing that 
| ſmall fragment of the Britiſh hiſtory, received 
no light From any Britiſh record, but was con- 
ſtrained to borrow out of the writings of fore- 
igners ; it concludes no farther, than that he 
had not the good fortune to meet with Britiſh 
manuſcripts, not that there were none really re- 
maining in Britain. And farther, ſuppoſing that 
in Gildas his time, there were no remains of the 
| antient Britains left in this iſland, but were all 
| utterly loſt; yet accoiding to Gildas his own 
acknowledgment, and upon the Saxons prevail- 
ing in the country, they might be carried over 
by the exuled Britains to Armorica, from whence _ 
the archdeacon of Oxford is ſaid to have brought 
over the Britiſh copy he delivered to Geoffrey. 
But if there was no written account of the for- 
mer ſtate of Britain, in the age of Gildas, how 
comes it to paſs, that any ſuch thing ſhould be 
diſcovered and brought to light in ſucceeding 
ages? And not to inſiſt upon the authority of 
the Britiſh manuſcript tranſlated by Geoffrey, we 
have good reaſon to preſume, that the antient 
Britains before Gildas had both eccleſiaſtical and 
civil hiſtories of their country, 
As to the former, Bede, whoſe authority, I 
preſume, will not be queſtioned, expreſly affirms 


it. For in his preface to his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 


he ſays, A principio itaque voluminis hujus, uſque 
ad tempus quo Gens Anglorum fidem Chriſti percepit, 
ex priorum maxime ſcriptis hinc inde collectis, ea 
guæ promemoramus, didiſcimus. Here Bede plain- 
ly declares, that in Writing a church hiſtory of 
Britain, 


— 
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Britain, he extracted all his matter, before the 
converſion of the Saxons to Chriſtianity, out of 
antient authors. But who can theſe former 
writers be? Surely they were not Saxons, for 
We read of no Saxon writer before Bede; be- 
ſides, that ſeveral things contained in this hiſtory, 
were tranſlated before the landing of the Saxons; 
and as to the eccleſiaſtical part, betwixt the 
arrival, and the converſion of the Saxons to 
Chriſtianity that cannot be extracted out of their 
writings. For in the firſt place they were no 
Chriſtians, and it is very unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that they would write the hiſtory of a church, 
of which they were at that time very fatal and 
implacable enemies; not to queſtion whether the 
Saxons before their converſion had any writing 
or learning at all among them. For though it 
be pretended, that the Iriſh, who uſe the ſame 
manner of writing, borrowed their characters 
from the Saxons; yet tis extremely ſuſpitious, 
that theſe received them from the Iriſh, if not 
rather from the Britains. As to the former, it is 
well known, that during the diſturbances betwixt — 
the Britains and Saxons here in Britain, the in- 
curſions of the Goths, Vandals, and other nor- 
thern nations into other countries; all the learn- 
ing of theſe weſtern parts of the world, fled into 
Ireland, which for a confidetable time remained 
to be the nurſery of learning and learned men. 
And that the Saxons, long after their conver- 
ſion to Chriſtianity, retired to Ireland for this pur- 
poſe, we have the teſtimony of their antient and . 1g. 
moſt authentick hiſtorian ; fo that, I think, *tis Fecl. ib. 3. 
no preſumption to ſuſpect, that as the Saxons 7 
borrowed their learning from the Iriſh, they might 
for the ſame reaſon, receive their characters and 
„ ET form 
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form of writing from them. But tis again to be 
doubted, whether both the Saxons and the Iriſh 
did not primarily derive their characters from 
the Britains: for though the Britiſh language be 
now writ in a different character from the Iriſh 
and Saxon, yet upon antient Britiſh monuments 
and inſcriptions, moſt of the Saxon letters, dif- 
ferent from the preſent Roman alphabet, are 
plainly to be ſeen. Nor was this character ori- 
ginally Britiſh, the ſame being uſed in the firſt 
De Re Di. age of the Roman empire, if we can lay any ſtreſs 
k 365 on Julius Ceſar's will and teſtament, repreſented 
by Mabillon. But farther yet ; if the Iriſh cha- 
racer be originally Saxon, the Saxons mult either 
bring it along with them from Germany, or elſe 
they muſt have invented it after their arrival 
ad ſettlement in Britain: if the firſt, it may 
ſeem wonderful, how it came to be quite loſt 
and forgotten in all parts of Germany; unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe, that it was limited only to the 
Saxons, and that they to a man came and ſettled 
in this iſland: for no body can be ignorant, that 
not only the Germans, but the Swedes and 
Danes too, uſe the Latin character; which, if 
we ſuppoſe them to have but lately borrowed, 
yet in all probability, their former letter was 
Gothick or Runick, to which the Saxon bears 
no great reſemblance. But if it be ſaid, that 
the Saxons invented this character after their 
coming to Britain; I cannot well conceive, why 
they ſhould put themſelves to ſuch unneceſſary 
trouble, when with far greater caſe and facility 
they might copy and borrow from the Britains; 
unleſs the odium betwixt both nations made 
them ſcorn to ape and imitate an enemy. But be 
it lo, that the Saxons invented this character in 


2 | Britain; 1 


JJV 
Britain; it will follow, that they had no letters 
nor learning before they came over; and conſe- 
quently, that theſe authors which Bede mentions 
to have tranſcribed out of, could not be Saxons. 
As to the civil part of the Britiſh hiſtory, that 
the tranſactions of ſtate were recorded, and that 
copies thereof came to the hands of poſterity, we 
have the expreſs teſtimony of Nennius, who flou- 
riſhed about three hundred years after Gildas. 
For in his preface to the hiſtory of the Britains. 
he openly declares, that he compoſed his hiſtory, 
Partim majorum traditionibus, partim feriptis, 
partim etiam monumentts veterum Britannia mco- 
larum. Here Nennius ſays, that he partly 
extracted his hiſtory out of the writings of the 
antient Britains. And what could theſe writings 
be? Certainly, they were not the works of Gildas, 
the only Britiſh author weread of before Nennius; 
upon the account that the hiſtory of Nennius 
is much larger, and far more complete than that 
of Gildas ; this latter, beſides the names of a 
few Britiſh kings, having left nothing hiſtorical 
to polterity ; the main, it ſeems, of his deſign 


being to rail, and to inveigh againſt his county, 


to which he had taken ſome diſpleaſure. From 


whence then elſe could Nennius extract the ma- : 


| terials of his hiſtory ? Why, tis reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that from ſome Britiſh records, which 
_ poſſibly might be recovered ſince the time of 
Gildas; and if then, why might not more be 
diſcovered ſince Nennius, and that delivered to 
Geoffrey by the arch-deacon of Oxon, be one ? 
But beſides, that the Britains kept memorials 
of their tranſactions, we may rationally gather 

from the conſtitution and profeliion of of the bards. 
3 4 Diodorus 
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Diodorus Siculus ſays, Oy Tu 53 He Op) Ve ahr 
AV falls H,, oh % ui,, os Pacognuior;, The bards 


ſinging to an inſtrument like a harp, repeat the 


praiſes and commendations of ſome, the faults 


and diſpraiſes of others. And in like manner 


Marcellinus ; Bardi quidem fortia virorum illuſ- 
trium facta heroicis compoſita verſibus, cum dulcibus 
lyre modulis cantitarunt. And above the reſt 


Lucan; 


Vos quoque qui fortes Kol belloque peremptas 
Laudibus in longum vates emittitis ævum, 


Plurima ſecuri fudiſtis Carmina Bardi. 


But that the Bards did not only commit to me- 


mory the famous deeds of their princes and heroes, 
and ſo recite and repeat them upon occaſions; 


but alſo that they wrote down and recorded =} 
what they repeated, we have the ample teſtimony 


of Giraldus Cambrenſis. Hoc etiam mihi notan- 


dum videtur, quod Bardi Cambrenſes, et Canta- 


tores ſeu recitatores, genealogiam habent predic 
torum principum in libris eorum antiquis et au- 


thenticis, ſed tamen Cambrice ſeriptam, eandemque 


memoriter tenent a Roderico mag no uſque ad Belinum 
magnum, et inde uſque ad Silvium, Aſcanium, et 


Hneam; et ab Ane 1. Aue ad Adam, generationem 
linealiter producunt. 


Now that the genealogies here mentioned by 


Giraldus, were not only a bare account of the 
ſeveral deſcents and ſucceſſions of the Britiſh 
kings, but alſo ſome memorials of their lives 


and actions, may be eafily gathered from the 


above ſaid manners and cuſtoms of the Bards. 


And ſecing theſe Bards did preſerve not only in 


memory but in writing too, the lineal bee 
and moſt famous tranſactions of their kings; I 


: lee no > reaſon why the hiſtory Os Geoffrey may 


not, 
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not, as to a great part of it, pretend to greater 
authority than is generally attributed to it. And 
if it be objected, that the Bards, by a poetical 
liberty outdid the truth of hiſtory, 3 in the praiſes 
of thoſe princes they were to celebrate; yet thus 
far it may reaſonably be acknowledged, that the 
names and ſucceſſion of the ſeveral kings are real, 
and conſequently that Geoffrey could never be 
the inventer of fo large a liſt of nick-names, as 
he is generally thought to be. For it is very pro- 
bable, that the hiſtory of the Britains tranſlated bj 
Geoffrey, was compoled partly out of theſe ge- 
nealogies peculiar to the Bards, and partly out of 
any other records and monuments of the Britains; 
both which I have ſhewn to have been Preſerved, 
and uſed among them antiently. 

But to deſcend to the particulars of this hiſtory, | 
the firſt and moſt ſuſpicious relation, is that of 
the landing of Brute with a colony of Trojans, 
the ſeveral croſſes and encounters he ſuſtained in 
his voyage; and then of this iſland receiving 
Its name from him. Should we indeed reflect 
upon the particular circumſtances of this ſtory, 
we might upon good reaſon be ſatisfied of the 
' vanity and falſeneſs of them; but thereſore to 
conclude, that becauſe the building is ſuſpicious, 
the foundation conſequently muſt be fabulous, 
and a perfect contrivance; does, I think, deſerve 
| ſome better examination: for if we do but reflect 
upon the contemporary hiſtories ofthe Greeks and 
Romans, thoſe more polite and literate nations, 
we may with equal pretence of reaſon athrm, 
that there is no foundation for any matter of fact 
before the  Olympids ; ; or that the relation of 
2 neas coming to Italy, and all that hiſtory, to 
the bullding of Rome, are altogether groundleſs 
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and impertinent, becauſe they are intermixt with 
fables and impoſſibilities. Livy aſſures us, that 
all the tranſactions, before the building of Rome, 
are rather owing to poetical fancy and extra- 
vagancies, than to any true and certain matter 


of fact; and therefore he declined to give either 
his aſſent or diflent, to any thing related of thoſe. 
times: Que ante conditam condendamrue Urbem, 


poettcis magis decora fabulis, quam incorruptis 
rerum geſtarum monumentis traduntur, ea nec 
affirmare, nec refellere in animo eſt. And Plutarch 
goes farther, and tells us, that the original and 


etymology of Rome, that famous city, ſo well 


5 Vita Rom. 


known afterwards over all the world, could not 
be agreed upon among the diverſity of authors, 


and conſequently 1 muſt be very obſcure and un- 


certain. To piye Tis Paus drops x) Son Sia cu 
Age To) Ke, 4 07s 0 J n alTiay Th h. Miſerars 


BY wporbynlal Taps Tols ouſype'gedus. 


But for all their own hiſtorians do ow that 
the hiſtory of thoſe times are fabulous and un- 


certain; yet thereare none that queſtion the being 


of nen and that the Romans were deſcended 


from him. The like may be urged for the hiſ- 
tory of Brutus, and the landing of the Trojans 


in this iſland ; that though many particular cir- 


cumſtances are fabulous, and entirely poetical, 


vet it does not thence neceſſarily follow, that there 
is no manner of ground or foundation for ſuch a 


relation. Neither i is it ſufficient conviction, to 


urge, that the very being of Brute is all a fiction, 
by reaſon that the Roman hiſtorians make no 
mention of ſuch a perſon to be the ſon of Sil- 


vius; becauſe, that through the whole Succeſſion 
from Æneas to Romulus, the Hiſtories of thoſe 


times take notice only of the ſon that was to ſuc- 


ceed ; 


— 
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ceed; it being unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that all 
the kings of Latium during that period, ſhould 
beget each of them, but one ſon. And there- 
fore, what by the obſcurity of thoſe ages, and 
what by bearing regard to the line of ſucceſſion, 
many collateral princes eſcaped the cognizance 
of future hiſtorians. Nor is it enough to affirm, 
that the hiſtory of Brute is but lately known 
and diſcovered to the world; whereas the fabu- 
lous Roman hiſtory has been recorded from an- 
tiquity; becauſe, that though we are not certain 
that the Britiſh hiſtory has been handed down to 
poſterity in writing; yet we are ſure, that it 
was an antient tradition, long before Geoffrey's 
publiſhing of it; and one ſhould think, that an 
ancient national tradition, might require a ſtricter 
examination, than haſtily to throw it aſide, as 
fabulous and one of no conſequence. 

But the queſtion 1s not, whether the Britiſh 
hiſtory, as related by Geoffrey, be, as to all 
the circumſtances of it, true and real matter of 
fact; for that, no man, I preſume, can reaſon- 
ably maintain; but whether there be any ground 
or foundation of truth couched under theſe poe- 
tical and fabulous narratives. Now the firſt 
thing we meet with in the Britiſh hiſtory, is, an 
account of Brutus his pedigree, how he was de- 
ſcended from the Trojans, and having acciden- 
tally ſlain his father Silvius, how he was forced 
to flee into Greece, whence, after ſeveral ſcuf- 
fles with Pendraſus, a petty prince of that coun- 
try, he thought fit to retire, and to ſeek his for- 
tune by ſca. But he had not wandered long, 
when he met with Corinæus, with another party 
of deſolate Trojans, with whom having joined 
his forces, he followed the counſel of the 

Oracle, 
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Oracle, and at laſt arrives in this Iſland, from 


him afterwards called Britain. Now as to the 
particular circumſtances related in the life of 
Brutus, they may properly be placed in the ſame 


claſs with Homer's account of the travels of 
Ulyſſes, or Virgil's deſcription of Æneas, his 
adventure to Italy; that is to ſay, that they are 
poetical fictions, and pertectly conſonant to the 


humour of that fabulous age. But the queſtion 
in hand will be, whether there be any probabi- 


lity for the ground of this ſtory, that Brute 


ſhould bring over a colony of Trojans, and ſeat | 
_ himſelf in this iſland. Now what is moſt ma- 

terially urged againſt it, is the novelty of this 

diſcourſe, that none of the Roman hiſtorians. 
make the leaſt mention of ſuch a perſon as 
Brutus; and that Cæſar and Tacitus, who ſeem 
to have enquired more narrowly into the origi- 


nal of the Britains, found no ſuch tradition; in 
their time ; otherwiſe in giving their opinion 


whence the Britains were derived, they would 


never have omitted ſuch an ancient national tra- 
dition, of their being deſcended from the Tro- 


jans. Beſides, that Gildas, who was a Briton, 
takes no notice of ſuch a tradition, which in all 
probability he would never have omitted, had 


there been ſuch an account of their origin in his 
time. 


As to what is objeftel againſt the antiquity 


of this tradition, 1s certainly very erroneous ; 
for it is ſo far from being firſt Known to the 
world, at the publication "of Geoffrey's hiſtory, 
that Nennius, long before that time, and Mer- 
lyn much antienter than he, ſpeak of the Bri- 
tains being deſcended from 'Troy. Nay the 


Saxons themſelves, before Geoff ey, were not 
unac- 


. 


. 


—— — 
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unacquainted with this tradition, as plainly ap- 


pears from the antient Saxon poet, mentioned 
by Mr. Wheelock, whom he thus tranflates: 


Hæc unica Jamina prima 
Ante omnes ſcævit Trojani ſemina belli, 
Hanc Britones dixere Helenam, ſed Dardanus ille 
Excelſus Bruti pater extitit, unde Britanni 
Heroum ſumpſere genus; fortiſſimis i dem 
Hunc orbem primus regere, & dominarier aifus, 


And again: 
Inſula dicta fait Britannia nomine Brute. | 


That Gildas ſhould make no mention of this : 
Britiſh tradition, is no great wonder, and as lit- 
tle to the purpoſe, to invalidate the antiquity of 
it; for we muſt not regard the intent and pur- 
port of Gildas's writing, which was not to give 
an account of the hiſtory and antiquity of the 
Britains, as much as to inveigh againſt the pro- 
phancneſs and licentiouſneſs of the age; wherein 
his zeal and paſſion carried him fo far, that he 
did not {pare either princes or the greateſt per- 
1ons ; and therefore he might well omit to give 
an account of the origin o the Britains, ſeeing 
it was remote from, and excluſive of his pur- 
poſe. Cæſar indeed ſeems to have been ſome- 
what more inquiſitive about the antient ſtate and 
_ deſcent of thoſe people he invaded ; but his ſtay 
in Britain was ſo ſhort, and his knowledge of 
the country fo defective, being he had no com- 
munication with the inland Britains, whom he 
owns himſelf to be the antient inhabitants, 

that it can be no great wonder he ſhould be 
Ignorant of this tradition: : for if this curious 


perſon | 
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perſon had had the opportunity of a free con- 


verſation with the Britains, he would in all 


likelihood have left a large diſcovery of their 


manners and cuſtoms, and given a more perfect 


deſcription of Britain ; which at that time would 


have been a very acceptable pertormance, to all 
the perſons of learning and curioſity in Rome, 
who as yet had but very ſhallow knowledge of 


the iſland. Or if we ſuppoſe that he made the 
ſtricteſt enquiry about the ſtate of the Britains, 
which he might probably have learnt from 
Mandubratius the fon of Imanuentius, king of 
the Trinobantes, who, for fear of Caſſibelan, 
had come over to him to Gaul, and ſided with 
him during the Britiſh wars, it is very poſſible 


he might be ignorant that the Britains were 


deſcended from the Trojans, and that to be an 


antient and a current tradition among them. 
Tacitus was never in Britain, but from the 


relation of his father-in-law, Julius Agricola, 
and others, he made a gueſs, that from the dif- 


ferent ſhapes and colour, they were deſcended 


from different nations; ſome from Germany, 
ſome from Gaul, and others from Spain ; but yet, 


as to the primitive Britains, thoſe who ſeemed 


to be the ancient inhabitants of the iſland, he 
concludes after the uſual pagan manner, Britan- 
niam qui mortales initio coluerint, indigenæ an ad- 
veci, ut inter Barbaros parum compertum. The 
Britains, indeed, in Tacitus's time, were well 


known to the Romans, and conſequently theſe 


latter might have been eafily inſtructed, as to 
what knowledge the Britains had of their an- 
tiquity ; but it does not therefore neceſſarily fol- 
low, that becauſe this hiſtorian does not mention 
any ſuch tradition, there was none really among 


them; 
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them; becauſe poſſibly he might never have 
heard of it; or if he did, he might have omitted 

inſerting of it in his hiſtory : for what he has de- 
| livered relating to the antiquity of the Britains, 
was but contingent to his purpoſe, the whole 
ſcope of his defign being to deſcribe the actions 
of his father-1n-law, during his lieutenancy in 
this iſland; and therefore it is not at all won- 
derful, that he has given but a ſlight and an im- 
perfect account of what he never deſigned to 
make a narrow inſpection into. Beſides, if we 
ſuppoſe him to have made a diligent enquiry into 
the matter, and to have mind to know the an- 
_ cient ſtate and origin of the Britains; yet ſince 
he wonted the opportunity of converſing with 
them, having been never 1n Britain ; and none 
of the Britains that we know of, being at Rome, 
except thoſe who from their youth were edu- 
_ cated there, and coneſquently were in all pro- 
bability ignorant of the traditions of their own 
country ; he might very well at ſuch a diſtance 
have been never acquainted with ſuch a national 
tradition, which for all that, might have been 
current and prevailing among the Britains them- 
ſelves. As to other Roman hiſtorians, who have 
writ of the antiquity and primitive ſtate of Rome, 
that they have made no mention of any ſuch per- 
ſon as Brutus the ſon of Sylvius ; I have already 
obſerved, is not of that force as to overthrow this 
tradition, by reaſon that, from Æneas down to 
Romulus, there is regard only had to the line of 
ſucceſſion, and thoſe Dy; recorded who ſucceeded 
in the throne. 

Let us conſider now, in the next place, what 
probable reaſons may be afſigned to vindicate this 
luppoled Trojan origin from an utter fiction; and 

whether 
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vrhether the hiſtory of Brutus have any probable 
dependance upon ſome real foundation. And 
not to inſiſt on the antiquity of this tradition, 
nor the authority of the Britiſh hiſtory publiſhed 
by Geoffrey, nothing gives greater contirmation 


to aſſert ſome real foundation for this ſuppoſed. 


fable, than the near alliance and affinity betwixt 


the Britains and the Grecians. All learned men 
allow that the Greek was the ancient language 
of the Trojans, and that their cuſtoms were not 
much different ; and whoever will compare the 


manners, religion and cuſtoms of the Britains 


with thoſe of the Grecians will eafily diſcover | 
a a palpable conformity betwixt both nations, but 


more eſpecially in the language ; in which, as 
Mr. Camden ſays, Maximum 7 d: iputationis for 
mamentum ef certiffimum ortgints gentium argu- 
mentum. Qui enim (as he goes on) lingua ſoci- 


etatæ conjundti fut, originis etiam communione Fu- 
He conjundtos, homo opinor nemo inſiciabitur. 


I ſhall not at preſent trouble the reader with 
a particular enumeration of that affinity; but 
will refer him to Sir John Price's Defer/io Hi- 


ftorie Britannice, and Mr. Sheringham's treatiſe 
De Gentis Anglorum Origine. Now, ſince there 


is ſuch demonſtrable affinity betwixt the Bri- 


| tains and the Grecians in all theſe reſpects; we 
muſt either ſuppoſe, with Mr. Camden, that 
they are of the ſame origin, at leaſt that a colony 
of either Greeks or Trojans came over to this 
iſland ; or elſe, that the Britains had correſpon- 


3 traffick and communication with the 
Grecians. Now, that the Grecians had no know- 
ledge of the Britains till very late, may be ga- 


thered from hence, that even the name of Bri- 
tain is not ſo much as mentioned by any Greek 


author 
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author before Polybius, who lived leſs than tws 
hundred years before the Roman invaſion, and by 
him but juſt named, as betokening a very remote 
and diſtant country, wherein indeed it was re- 
por ted that there was plenty of tin. Nay, Bri- 
tain was ſo far unknown to the eaſtern parts of 
the world, long after this, that even Cæſar him- 
ſelf, when he intended an invaſion, was perfectly 
ignorant of the ſtate of the iſland; and tho' he 
made what enquiry he could of the Britiſh mer- 
_ chants in Gaul, yet for all that, he ſays himſelf, 
Neg; quanta 72 iuſila magnitudo, neg; que aut , Cal. 
 quanite nationes incolerent, neq; quem uſum belli ha- Liv. 4. 
berent, aut quibus mftitutis uterentur, neg; qui 72 
ſent ad majorum navium idonei portus reperire po- 
terat : and therefore he was forced to ſend Caius 
Voluſenus before him to ſeatch into the ſtate and 
condition of the iſland. Such ſtrangers were the 
Romans at this time to the iſle of Britain. And 
can it be ſuppoſed, that the Grecians had a bet- 
ter knowledge of it, fince, in all probability, if 
they had had a commerce with the Britains, the 
Romans, who were maſters of the ſea long be- 
fore this, would have quickly diſcovered their 
merchandizing; which, if as profitable as is 
imagined, they were no ſuch enemies to gain 
but they would ſhare in the booty. At leaſt, 
had the Grecians had any correſpondence with 
the Britains, the Romans would in all proba- 
bility have known it, and conſequently they 
muſt needs have received better intelligence of 
the Iſland than what they ſeem to have had at 
Cæſar's landing. But Dion Caſſius ſeems to 
put this matter out of diſpute, and gives us a 
very plain account of what knowledge the 
Greeks and Romans had of this iſland, which 


I will | 
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Lib, 39. ; 


adduxerunt, continens ea terra, an verò infula 


Vingulis aderat uterenturn. And the antient poet, 


no mention of Britain, which ſhews it was not. 
then known. And that Britain was the antient 
Caſſiterides of the Grecians, from whence they 
received their tin, is altogether uncertain; for 
Herodotus, making mention of thoſe iſlands of 


they were; which cannot well be ſuppoſed, if 


eſt pitch in Greece at this time, it is 2 F 
ſtrange we had not a better account of this 


indeed, all authors who have mentioned theſe 
Calltetidns. do. not ſeem to have known Where 
they were ſituated, only Dionyſius, in His 


with the Heſperides, thoſe Iſlands lying in the 
Atlantick Ocean, far enough from Britain, 


man fables. a e, i e 
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J will ſet down in the Latin tranſlation, . Pairs 
| Gracorum Romanuorumque ne eſſe guigem Britan- 
niam compertum fuit, paſteriores iu controvers 1am 


Het: multaque | de utraque opintone conferipta ſunt | 
ab, tis, qui certi quidem nil noverant (quippe qui 
nec vidiſſent, nec ab indigenis qualis eſſet accepilſſent . 
fed conjecturis tantum, quantum vel otii vel fliudii 


in Euſtathius upon Dionyſius, reckoning up the 
oreateſt iſlands of the world in his time, makes 


Caſſiterides, fairly declares he knew not where 


the Grecian merchants traded thither in his 
time; ; it being rational to imagine that, in treat- 
ing of any country, ſuch a learned hiſtorian 
would endeavour to get the beſt intelligence he 
poſſibly could; and learning being at the bich- 


iſland, which is ſuppoſed to be ſo well known 
to thoſe who had a conſtant. traffick here. But 


Teptnſuots, makes them kc or to be ers ame 
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But admitting the Grecians to have been ig- 
norant of any ſuch place as Britain, and that 
there never was any traffic or communication 
betwixt theſe two nations; yet ſince the Gauls 
ſpoke Greek, it is not very improbable but that 
the Britains might borrow from them. That 
= the Gauls uſed the Greek tongue, we have the 
= teſtimony of Cæſar; and it is very certain, that 
all the Grecian learning flouriſhed at Marſeils, 
which was an ancient and and famous univerſity, 
and is very much celebrated by all almoſt, both 
Greek and Latin writers. And by this means, 
it may be reaſonably concluded, how the Britiſh 
and Gauliſh Druids became acquainted with the 
_ Grecian philoſophy, which being as to all the 
different ſects and opinions of it, taught at Mar- 
ſeils, the Druids more particularly adhered to 
the Pythagorean, to which the Druid philoſo- 
phy bears a very near reſemblance, both as to 
the doctrine of the Meudt ae, or the tranſ- 
migration of the ſoul, and the reſt of their my- 
ſtical Cabala, which they ſo ſuperſtitiouſly kept 
ſecret and cloſe from the people.  . _ 
But in oppoſition to this, it may be with 
greater certainty urged, that neither the Gauliſh 
nor Britiſh Druids had any correſpondence with 
the Grecians, and conſequently could not bor- 
= row their philoſophical myſteries from them. 
Por if Cæſar may be believed, The art and 
learning of the Druids was firſt found out in 1 vi. 
Britain, and from , thence is thought to! be 
= brought into Gaul; and at this time, as he goes 
on, ſuch as will attain to the perfect knowledge 


1 mh: 
* x 
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of that diſcipline, do for the moſt part travel 
thither to learn it! Now if this be true, that 
the Britiſh Druids: were the inventors of this 
kind of learning, and that the Gauls came over 
| hither to be inſtructed in the way and method 
of it; Team fee no re Hb ig they ſhould 
have any communication with the Grecian aca- 
demy at Marſtils; much leſs that they borrowed 

it Ktn the diſciples: of Pyth woo eſpecially 

ſince they accounted their myſteries ſo ſacred, 

that they would communieate them to none, 
| beſides thoſe of their own order. Nay, it may 
be better queſtioned, whether Druidiſm be not 
much antienter than Pythagoras, and antecedent 
to that era, when the Grecians began to philo- 
ſophiſe. And for the fame reaſon, that: the 

Druids of Britain did not derive; their philoſophy 

from Marſeils, it will follow, that they Pero 

not borrow their language j fot if we * 

_ which is the möſt we can, that the Gauls had 
ſome communication with thoſe Grecians, and 
upon that account that their language was in 
ſome meaſure mingled with the Greek; yet in 
their travel to Britain, they came not to com- 
municate, but to horrow: ; and it is hot likel7 
that the Britains ſhould be effected with the 
language of thoſe who came to learn of them. 
Beſides, of all the number of | Gauliſh: words 
collected by Cambden, which agree with the 
Britiſh, few/orinone ſeem to be of Greek: 'derts 
vation; ſo it is highly improbable, as far as we 

can ſee into this matter, that the Gauls ſhould 

ever communicate the Greek tongue to the Bri⸗ 

tains. And therefore, ſince this difficulty can - 
not be removed by any other way, it is not h 
reaſonable to ſuſpect, that there is ſome real 
foundation 8 in the ruins of the ſtory of 
Brutus, 
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Brutus, and'that the truth is alichgared 5 the 
boundleſs acceffion bf poetical invention. 

I ſhould tire the reader; and iexcced- ae juſt 
bounds of what Þ at firſt propoſed, if 1 ſhould 
take a particular view of the 'Britiſh-hiſtory; 
publiſhed by Geoffrey, and thetefors I ſhall 
now: only take notice If the life of King Cad- 
walader, where the hiſtory of Wales begins, 
and where a palpable miſtake; 1 may call it for- 
gery, has been committed by one ſide or ano- 
erde For the very ſame things, which the 
Britiſh hiſtory relate of Cadwalader, the Saxon 
writers attribute'to-Ceadwalla King of the Weſt 
gaxons; how he was driven by a Kine out of 
his dominions; came aſterwards to Romie, and 
was received by Pope Sergius, with other partieu- 
lars here too tedions to relate! But that which | 
ſeems tb charge the fault upon Geviffrey; or who- 


erer elſe was tie author of the Britiſh hiſtory, iss 


that Bede an author of eſtabliſhed: credit! and 
one who lived neat thoſe times, ſays that it was 
the Weſt Saxon King Ceadwalla that went to 
Rome in Pope Sergius's tine. But then on 
” the vther fi de, it is ardly conceivable; - ſuppoſe 
ing the Britiſh hiſtory a perfect contrivance, | 
that Geoffrey dr any ober ſhould he ſo grofly 
Over fen, as to borrow. the trahſaction of a real 
kings andi one ſo well known; to make up the 
life of a fictitious one _coteniporiry with bim. 
Bede reputation was cop firmꝭ to be ſhaken by 
am upftart hiſtory; and therefore it catitiot well 
- be ſuß fed that tie auth 


bj or 'of-the Britiſh biſs 
: ſo unwaryl in eaſe heidefighed/a cheat, 
as do let himfelf open to f5%cafy'a detection of 
forgety. All then tit can be fad, iet that the 
apreeableneſs of the names and time that theſe 
toro piinees ved in, und aber their both 
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days, might without any deſign « of putting upon. 
the world, make a confuſion in, their hiſtories, 
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the reader is at his own liberty to judge; it be- 


than the reſt of Geoffrey 's hiſtory, but only be- 
cauſe the author, Caradoc of Lhangarfan, be- 


Geoffrey, who taking his riſe from the place 
where the Britiſh hiſtory concluded, made a 
cContinuation of it through the reigns, of ſeyeral 
of the princes of Wales, till the year 1157, about 
which time he floutiſhed. After him, all things 


Wales, and Tſtratflur in South-Wales, where 
the princes and noblemen of Wales were buried, 
as appears by the; teſtimony of Gutryn Owen, 


tered in theſe abbies, were moſt generally 1 


Clera. And this continued until the year 1270, 
welyn, who was ſlain at Buelht., Humphrey 
Lloyd, Gent. who flouriſhed in the teign /of 


5 death of Prince Lhewelyn; and after wards hav- 
ing tranſlated the whole into Engliſh language, 
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E., 


going to Rome, which was not unuſual. i in thoſo- 


But whether the liſe of Cadwalader be a fable, 


ing prefixed to the hiſtory of Wales, not as it is 
more authentic, or any way of greater certainty 


gan his continuance of the Britiſn hiſtory with it. 
This Caradoc of Lhangarfan, an author. of 
undoubted integrity, was cotemporary with 


of moment that happened in Wales, were kept 
and recorded in the abbies of Cohwey-in;North- - 


who lived in the:tune of Edward IV. 1 
che moſt exact and perfect copy of the ſame. All 
the moſt notable occurrences. being thus regiſ- 


pared together every third year, when: 


Beirdh or: Bards belonging to "theſe two. HR; = 


went their ordinary viſitations, which was called 


a little before the death. of the laſt Prince Lhe- 


Henry VIII. and one greatly ſkilled in the Bri- 
tiſh antiquities; continued this hiſtory to the 


had | 
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bad defense to commit it to the * But his , 
death prevented what he purpoſed, and ſtopped 
the publication of this hiſtory for along time after, 
until David Powel, D. D. in the time of Queen 
X Elizabeth, having met with Humphrey Lloyd's 
X tranſlation, collected what he could out of En glich 
= hiſtorians, which he added by way of annotations, 
and ſd publiſhed it in the yearer 584 This being 
the fole hiſtory of the princes of Wales, and the 
only edition of this biſtory, I was moved to pre- 
— it for another impreſſion, by a new modell- 
ing the language; making the body of the hiſtory 
Mtite, without troubling the reader to ſee the 
ſame thing by way of annotation, Dr. Powel's 
notes being for the greateſt part but a repetition 
of the ſatne matter ot fact out of the Englith hiſ- 
totians, with what other imprdvements could be 
made. The additions which I made to the for- 
mer hiſtory; I chiefly took out of the notes of 
That late gteat antiquarian Mr. Robert Vaughan 
of Hengwrt; by whoſe help alſo Ihave corrected, 
tur Piel, and: continued the:chronology. Sir 
John Price's deſori ption of Wales will pretty well 
anfwer the geographical part of this hiſtory, till 
we tha} be able tojrecover and fix ſeveral of thoſe 
places \ whoſe names: are only left to us at preſent, + 
Which we have great hopes, wil be ſucceſsfully 5 
perfected, by che inweariedlabouts of my inge. 
2 'Hivus friend Mr. Ed yard Lhw yd, imhis intended 
4 Etymological Dictionary. I fark added by way 
of appendix, the ſeveral records belonging to this 1 
Mübry/ and choſe rather to inſert the articles of 
Peace betwixt Prince Lhewelyn and John Peckam + 
"Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the original, with 
reference thereuntb, than to inſert All the griev- 
Aces whichlthe Welch then made in the Engliſh 
language, which do! doo ſo bladomely bear a 
* Uafiflarion. HIKES „ A 
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aft e 


afterward 1 0 . N feen 5 85 


| ; , I HIVE 

; II N _ "LEE IT pea ago 

| hole iſle of Britain. into three paftg; that at park 
| eee wine, the French ſeas, with f che river 85 5 
N Severn (called in Britiſh, Hafren) Dee and F Jun 

fell to the eldeſt ſon Loerinus, Which mos. af! wo hl. 2 
Y name called Lhoyger, which name it ha n e 
* Britiſh tongue to this day, and in. Engliſh mom ir. . 


eee augmentedd northward. bo the 


[ 
= riyer Tweed. The ſecond ſop ; Albanactus, had * 
; the land northward from Humber to the ſea Orkney, 1 
ö ed in the Britiſh tongue Mor Werydh, and in 1 
x, Latin Mare Caledonicum, . The, third fon Camber had 
Y to his part, all that which remained, undivided, lying 
2 within the Spaniſh. and Iriſh ſeas, and ſeparated from.. 
England, with the rivers. Severn and Dee; 9 | this. 


Cambris. part was "after his name called Cambria, and the. inha: 

_ bitants thereof Cambryi and their language Cambe-.: 

raec, and fo they are at this day, So that they haye 

Rep t the. fame country and language this 2700 aud 
d years, with out ; commixtion with any other nation, 


3 


e clpectally 


* 
4 
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eſpecially m North-Wales, as it ſhall hereafter ap- 


ar. 
And becaule the name of chis country is changed, or 


7 17 rather miſtaken by the! inhabitants of England, and 


not by them calle Cambry, but Wales: I think it ne- 


ceflary to declare the occaſion thereof, which is, that 
where the Saxons a people of Germany were the firſt 


rhat after the Britains inhabited and ruled the greateſt 
,art of this iſle, and drove the Britains to that corner, 


which According to the manner of their country they 


called Wales, and the people. Welch-men, and the 


tongue Welch, that is to ſay, Strange, or not of them 

underſtood. For at this day the inhabitants of the 
Countries Call their next neighbours language of 
- e ul or other that ſpeak French, Walſh, as 
413 to them unknown. Likewiſe the dwellers 


Low & 


of ol and other the higher countries of Germany 


16 ite ths Italian their next yeighbour a Welch- 
man, and his language Wel. And this is an evi- 


dent proof, that they which harped upon a Queen 
Goalaes and of x Prince Wala (of Volt neither 


tiſn Latin, nor Englim maketh mention) were foullyß 
1 and ſo likewiſe was a great hiſtoriographer | 
of late days, which ſaith, that it Was called Wallia, 
quaſi Italia, becauſe the reſt of the Romans which re- 
dert Neither is this 
Dre Virgil With an 


deceived; 


mained in the iſle were driven” th 
any new invention, although Poly! 
Italian brag doth glorify himſelf to be the firſt that eſ- 
pied ir but, for divers antient writers do alledge the 


lame cauſe of the name of Wales, of whom Sylveſter 
Giraldus is one, who wrote in the time 'of Hedty the 


ſecond,” after the conqueſt, before 390 years paſſed ; 


which is an evident token, that the faid Polydore did 
_ either never ſee nor read the ment kiktoties of this 
. realm, or diffembleth the ſam@ to the advancement 
and Praiſe of himſelf and his country 3 _whitht6 the 
ftlearued and indifferent reader ſhall a car to be the 
only occaſion he took that work in 111 
botk fedoundeth onty-to the praiſe and honour: of the 


1 88220 as well ſpiritual” as temporal, and. to blaſe 
d 4 ke. 


nd, for all his 
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for their acts and; deeds. within this realm and upon 
the other part doth either openly ſlander, or elſe pri- 
vily een ſhamely denyathe martial Kane. 
and noble actz, as well of Saxons, Danes, and Nor- 
mans, as of the, Britains, all inhabiters of this iſle. 
. Which thing he that liſt. to prove; let him read and 
8 Cæſar 8 Commentaries, Cornelius Tacitus, 
f Herodianus, and other antient writers, as well in La- 
tin as in Greek, With his- Work. As for the antient 
- Writers. of Fas Britiſh hiſtory, - as the Britiſh chronicle, 
the hiſtory of Gildas, Ponticus Verunnius, yea the 
golden work of Matthew Patis, monk of St. Alban, 
which wrote from William Baſtard, to the laſt years of 
Henry the third; I dare well ſay he never ſaw them, 
they be in divers places to be had; ſo that che truth 
. may be eaſily proved. To make an end I fay, that he 
1 5 being firſt a ſtranger born, and alſo ignorant as well in 
ED. ; the. hiſtories of this realm, as of thoſe tongues and 
5 languages wherein the ſame were written, could never 
=: . ſet forth the true and perfect -chronicle of the ſame. 
hut he having a good grace, and a- pleaſant ſtile in 
i the Latin, tongue, and finding himſelf in a country 
1 where every man either W knowledge or ſpirit to 
| ſet forth the hiſtory. of their on country, took this, 
A enterpriſe in hand, to their great ſhame, and noleſs'dif. 
1 Praiſe, becauſe: he a blind leader ſhall. draw a {von 
number of undiſcreet and raſh followers, as well e 
Fraphers and coſmographers, as chroniclers and biſto- 
rjographers, to the dark pit of ignorance, where I 
leave them at this time, remitling che reader to the 
| apology of Sir John Price, Knt. and his Britiſh. hiſtory A 
Written by him of purpoſe, againſt che envious reports, 
. and, ſlanderous taints of the ſaid Polydore, Where 
he ſhall, ſee a great number of his errors confuted 
at large. And to return to my former matter of the 
name of Wales, which name to be given of late by a 
ſtrange nation may be otherwiſe proved: for the Welch- 
| men \themſelves. do not underſtand what theſe: words 
Warts: and Weich do ſignify, nor know any other 
name of kheir e or themislves but Cambry, nor 
Init! of 
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ot their language bur Cambricc,-whith is as much as 
do fay; as Camber le e or fpeteh. So likewiſe they 
know not what England or Engliſh meaneth, Pat lata. 
monly⸗ they Call che. country Lheyger, che 'Englhtſh 
mens Saiſon, and che Engliſn tongue; Saiſonaec. Which A Lecrins, 
is an evident token that this is the ſame langd ww 
-:which the Britains ſpake at the beginning; fer the 
works of Merdhyn and of Talieſſin; who wrote ab. 4 in? bg 
1000 years paſt, are almoſt the ſame words which thex 
uſe at this day, or at the leaſt eaſy to be undet ſtodd of 
every one which knoweth perfectly | the Welch 
tongue, eſpecially in North Wu {9477 IRIS + 
Beide this, where at this day, there do remain 
three remnants of the Britains, divided every one 
from other with the ſeas, Which are in Wales, Corn- 
wall (called in Britiſh: Cerniw)” and little Britain, 
yet almoſt all the particular Words of theſe” three 
People are all one, although in pronunciation and 
--*riting of the ſentences they differ ſomewhat, which 
is no marvel, ſeeing that the pronunciation in one 
realm is often ſo diverſe, that the one can ſcarce. 
underſtand the other. But it is rather àa wonder, that 
the Welchmen being ſeparated from'the Corniſh, well 
nigh theſe 900 . and the Britains from either 
of chem 290 years before that, and having ſitrall 
traffic or concourſe: to geiler face that time, have 
ſttill kept their own Britin tongue! They are not 
therefore to be credited, . which: lem: the Welch tobe 
the old Britiſh tongue. And here I cannot p lber 
- what one of theſe: fine Chronicler's wrote of late; of 
the name of Britain, affirming that. it ſhould bet ſo 
called of Britanie in France; as the elder of that 
name. But ſutrely he had either never ſeen Frolomy 
nor Cæſar, nor any other antient writer, or read then 
with ſmall judgment and memory. For there he 
- might have learned, chat When this land was 81 6 | 
Pricain, the other was called Armorica, and Wow in Rob. c. 
Maximus s time, Conan Meriadoc was che firſt thut 7365 __ 4 
gave it that name, and inhabited it with Britains 5 
ut of rhis iſle. Other derivations of theſe words, 
bo „ | Britannia 
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The mears 


wad bounds T Will return to the deſcription of Wales, which (as 


5 ar other men's works, or blinded with ! 
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Britannia and Albion, out of Greek and Latin, I] am 


aſhamed to reheaHſe-;” for unte ſuch errors do they 
commonly fall, that either puffed up with vain- glory 


of their o-w-n :wits; or pinched” with deſpite and envy 


gnorance, do 
hiſtory or chro- 


about to write and fet forth atty © 
affing/ over this matter until another time, 


niele. But p 


e, F ald) was of old Hime compatſed almoſt about with 


A diteh of 


ſome places over it. 


the Iriſh ſeas, and the rivers Dee and Severn, al- 


though afterwards the Saxons won by force from the 


Britains all the plain and champion country over the 


rivers, and ſpecially Offa King of Mercia, who made 
great breadth and depth, to be a mear be- 
twärt his kingdom and Wales, which ditch began at 
Baſſingwerk, between Cheſter and 


the river Dee, b. 


Ruthlan, a and . n along the Rills ſides to the South 


Kaz a little below Briſtol, reachipg above a hundred 
Ne miles i In length, and 18! in * Aer to be ſeen” at | 


this day, bearing the name of Clawdh Offa, that is 
to ſay, Offa's ditch, and the country between it and 


England is commonly called in Welch, X Mars, al- 


though the greateſt part of it be now inhabited by 
Welchmen, namely 


* 


to b 


of Wales, from Salow or Willoweford, called Rhyd 


yr helig upon Wy, to St. David's in Menevia 100 
miles, and the length 


= Gwentland, to Holyhead, called Caergybi in Angles 


ſey, in Welch, called Mön, above 100 miles,” and: 
gh the! 
Welch tongue is commonly uſed and ſpoken in 


theſe be the common mears at this day, althou 


” England, beyond theſe old mears a great Way, ag in 


Herefordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, and a part of Shrop- 
mire. 


; wat afterward, about the year of Chriſt 870. Ro- 


And thus for the general deſcription of Wales, 


2 dericus 


in North Wales, which yet 
keepeth the - antient: limits to the river L Dee, 'and in 
Other (as Sylveſter Giraldus [ 

make the river Wy, called in Welch Gwy, 
the mear between England and Wales, on the Tot 
part, called South Wales, who meaſureth the bréadthk 


from Caerlheon upon YM in 
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the ſea called Mænal, and had in itſelf three cantreds 


Taz DESCRIPPION or WALES. Y 


3 dericus. Magnus, King of Wales, divided into three 


territories which they called wine ene be remain · 
* until of late days, nA 

Theſe three were Gwynedb, bn: Engliſh North 
Wales, Deheubarth, in Eng liſh. South Wales, and 

Powys Land; in every of + 5 which he ordained a 
princely ſeat or court for the prince, to remain at, moſt | 
commonly ; as in Gwynedh (which ſome old writers 
call Venedotia for Gwynethia) Aberffraw in the iſle of Abercor. 
Mon or Angleſey, In Deheubarth, called in Latin 
Demetia, Caermardyn, from whence it was afterward 
removed to Dynefowr, eight miles thence. In Powys, Dyneſpwr, | 


Pengwern, called X Mwythic, and in Engl ih Shrewſ- 


bury, from whence it was removed to Mathrafal in Matbrafal, 
Powys Land. And becauſe this hiſtory doch as well 


treat of wars betwixt theſe chree proyinges, as betwixt | 
them and the Saxons, Normans and Flemings, 1 think | 


it good to ſet forth the particular deſeription of every. 


part by itſelf. And firſt: of North Wales as che North 


chiefeſt part, which he gave his eldeſt ſon, ordaining Oy 
that either of, the other duo fhould pay him yearly +: 


20ol. of tribute, as ir appeareth in the laws of Howel 


Dha; which are to be had in Welch, and alſo in Latin. 


Therefore Gwynedh (called North: Wales) had upon 


the north ſide yen Sea; from the river Dee at Baſing 
werke ta Aberdyfi; and upon the Weſt and South 


Weſt the riyer Dyfi, which divideth it from South 
Wales, and in ſome places from Powys Land. And 


on the South and Eaſt, it is divided from Powys, 


ſometimes with mountains, and ſometimes with rivers, 
fill it come to the river Dee again. This land was of 


ald time divided to four parts, of which the chiefeſt 


was Mön, in Engliſh called Ang leſey, where: Ae as. 


prince's chief houſe. was at Aberffraw, which is an 
illand ſeparated from the main land, with an arm of 


or hundreds, Which were ſubdivided to ſix comets, 


as cantref Aberffraw) to comot Lhion, - and comqt 


Malhtraeth, cantref Cemais, to the comots Talibolion 


act Tur Celyn; ne Roflyr to the comots Tyn- 


daethwy 


8 
42 $8} 
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dacthwy: and Menai. And at this day there is a fine 
town in hat iſle called Bewmoris, and a common paf- 
ſage to Ireland at Caergybi, called in Engliſh Holy- 
head. But Here T cannot wink at that notgble error 'f 
Polydore, which (after his accuſtomed faſhion) de- 
nieth this 3fle:to be called Mona, but Anglefia, or 
Anglorum Iuſula, becauſt it is called in Engliſh 
Angleſey, and gives this name Mona to Man, and fo 
bath loſt the names of both files: which ignorance. 
and forgktfulneſs might be forgive him, if he had 
not drawn a great number to bs error wich him, 
fich in their charters do daily wrong name” theſe 
illes, which may be eaſily proved.” Firſt, becauſe the 
inhabitants of the iſle do know none ther nne but 
Mon; and it is called through all Wales, Tir Mon, 
tliat is to ſay, the land of Mon, unto! this day. 80 


> 
x 
* 
RH 
Wes 
3 
8 * 
SERA 
Ck 
4 a 
8 fs 
3 
1 
* 
5 
oy. > 2 
"I 
2 
* 
" 
— x 
by” > 2 
1 
1 
3 ' 
1 
22 ** 
1:28 
$4 
wo 2 
"© 
N 


1 
N 
700 
we 
AK 
7 25 
Y 1 
bY, T7 
SN 
WEI 
4 
9 f 
* 
. 
5 
n 
8 
WE; 
* ae 
2 
0 3 
7 408 
Re Wb, 7 
2 
ene 
9 
TIS, 
8 
i „ * 
0 8 
* WITS N 
1 90 
„ 
BOS . 
n 
9 25 > 8 
7 
. 
N 
3 
8 
* 
7 97 
0 
* 
* . 
ps 
HIT 
2 
4, 
8 
th 
338 
8 
K. 
$f 
1 
PA 
N 
9 
Ln 
Le 
2 
WS 
VEN 
e 
2 
oy * 
1h 3 
. 
* 
JF 
2 
LR 
WER 
"LL 
* 
1 
41s 
5 
el 
4 
3. 
* 
> Et 
I * 
PEI; 
1 
9 
1 ag 
5 14 
N 
355 
Ys $7 
17 
n 
34 
TIE 
21 
e 
9 
OWE, 
. 
N 
* 
* 
ee 
4 — 
EE 
EY! 
. 
JL 
5 
* 
'F 
$ 


_ that neither by memory of man, neither by any trionu- 
. ment in wiiting in the Britiſh tongue tay it appear, 
A Nut ever It had any other nlinte but Men, ver there be 
1 | ' manifeſt; monuments for thęſe 'toos'years:” It is alſo 


grown to a proverb through Wales, for the fertility 
of the ground, Mon mam Gymty, chat is to lay, Mön 
| mother of Wales. ir 84 W 2 #04 10 1457 * 
Flle antient biſtöry of Cotnehius Tacitus (which be- 
ne ag e had beaten out of Polydore's head) ſaitli, 
that x ſoldiers of Panlinus Sgetonius7 andltaftergard 
of Julius - Agricola; after ther hat paſſed thtough 
North Wales, - then came ove! agb d Miokay! W 
they did ſwim over an arur öf the ſeaif;2560 paces, 
and ſo by force won the iſle. Now whether: it is more 
reaſonable tlius to ſwim over 200 paeds, or 20 mts? 
I know there is no man that believeth Polydore in this 
point; let all men therefore! judge the reſt. As- for 
that which he faith of the great WNõods, ibis nothing; 
for both the Romans; and after when the iſtin 
faith took place in this realm, the chriſtians did fall 
and root Hier 'out,”' tor/tthe+ idolatty and »abſard re- 
ligion which was uſed there; that the King of Man 
ſent for timber to Mon; read the life of Hogh Earl of 
Cheſter, which 5 is evident by the great beeches and 
Int other 


Tus DESCRIPTION « ob wats. wv 2 


other trees found In reife theſe Capes, 15 His: other 
reaſon 18, becauſe, 3 it 18 called, Angleſey in t e 
tongue: ſo is Lhayger England, 2 AG Cambry Wales; 
Are thoſe. therefore the old mar „ No ſurely N. Jo 
what if the inhabitants calle it 5 (as they did not) 
had it not a name before the Angles won it? Ves, 1 
warrant you, but he had, forgotten, that. No to the 
name of Man, it was ever, or at caſt theſe 1000 vcars 
5 named 1 in Britiſh. Manow, of: which cameth the Eng 
liſh name Man. The, inhabitants thereaf call it ſo, 
and no nation about it did ever call it Men, no nor 
any writer but Polydore, which was too young a gods: 
father to name ſo old a, child. For Gildas who, wrote 
above 900 years patled, whoſe writings Polydore never 
ſaw, but. untruly, fathers, upon him his own. device; 
Giraldus in his deſcription of Ifeland to Henry the Se- 
cond, and Henry Huntington, do, placaly , call Man 
in Latin Eubonia, adding thereto, either Manaw, or 
Man, for the better underſtanding of the name; Will 
you believe them or Polydore ?. — arguments there 
are which I will paſs over, till 1 haye a leiſure and 
occaſion to write of this matter. FO 6 1 0 cn 
The ſecond part of North Wales was 1 Arfon, Arfon · 
ö which is as much as to ſay, over againſt Men; and 
hadi in it four cantreds, and ten co mots. 
bs Cantref Aber had in it three comots, Y.I Lhechyed: | 
hüchaf, Y Lhechwedh-ifaf and Nao Comes 470 
--Cantref.. Arfon had two et tes eh Gnyrlai, 
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and Iſgwyrfai. n HH, Alti s Ol bs 
1 Lantref Punodio had two 3 Ardudyy. and 
| nythe ict 39751199 417 ELON 21 nA 


Cantref Lhyn containeth chree comots, Cymytmayay 
| Tinthayn and Canologion. This is now called Caer- 
narvonſhire, as Man-is called Angleſeyſhire, and haye 
the fame diviſion at this day. In this, {hire are SnowWẽa 
den-hills; called Eryri, neither in height, . 
the ground, Wood, cattle, fiſh and fowl, giv eh 

to the famous Alps, and without controverſ ly: 4 


wangen country; withia Britain. 2 oll Aide Her * 
ere 


. 


Tus B ESCRIPT ION or WALES: 

Here is the town of Caerhstvan; called it the od 
- Links: Cactſegorice;, and chere is alſo 'Conwey called 
Caergyffytic And the fee of Bangor; with divers 
other antient caſtles and places of memory, and was 
the laſt part of Wales that came ufidet the dominion 
of the kes of England. It hath on the north the 
ſea and Mænai, upon the eaſt and ſouth eaſt, the river 
Cohwey, Whieh divideth ir from Denbi ghihire, al⸗ 
though it now paſs the river in one plats by the ſes 
ſnore. And on the ſotith weſt arid weſt;-it is | ſeparated 
from Merionyth by bigh mountains and rivers,” and 
other mears. 
The third patt of Gy wh” was 40 Merivity th Wh 
taining three eantreds; wt every cantred three corhots: 

As cantref Meyreom hath three comots; Talybont, 
Pennal and Yſtumaner. 

Cantref Aruſtly had theſe; Virehcord, tivoed, and | 
Gwarthrenium 

Cagttef Penihyn bad theſe, Yevhinietoels; Uicl6chy 


aid Micnaintz and this keepeth the ſaid name till this 
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river Dee runneth; and Mes not with the water of , 


day; but not within the ſame meats; and is full of hills 
and rocks, and hath Upon the north the ſea, notable 
at this day for the great reſoft and number of people 
that repair thither to täke hetrings. It hath upon 
the eaſt, Arfon- and Denbigh-land, upon the ſot th; 
Powys, and upon the weſt; Dyfl and Cardiganſhire- 
In this country ſtandeth the town of Harlech; and 
a. great lake called Lhyn-Tegyd, through which the 


the lake; which is three miles lotig, and alſo the 


ſalmons, which are 1 taken in the river 


hard by the lake, are never ſeen to enter the lake. 
Likewiſe a kind eb f eln called Gwyniaid; which are 


„8 


ke to Whitings, and are full in the lake, are never 
taken in the river. Nbt far from this lake is a place , 


called Caergay, which was the houſe of Gay, Ar- 


thur's oben brother This ſhire, as well as Arfofl; 5” 
full'of cattle, fowt | and fiſh: with. great nünber op 
red: deer and roes; but chere f is £ and ſcarcity" of | 3 
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| thence, and WO. miles from the river, is fate 


5 N ed and ſtrengthened by FR Lacy, Fart of -- 


Tur DESORAMTION os WALES: 


S The fourth part of Gwyinedhy Was called yy Berfedh- „ perfeate 
5 | wlad, * h ich m AY - be. engliſbe 2 "IF the 4 In- land O middle wlad. 
WE country, Which contzined ye. cantreds and thirteen 


comots, as cantref Rhyfoniac had. in at theſe e p 
Uwchalet. and Iſalet. Artes 6 Jt 

Cantref Vſtrad had Hiracthos ao © meide 

Cantref Rhos theſa, Uwehdulae, Iadulas and: Sue 
thyn, all which are in the lordſhip of Denbigh, ſaving 
the Creuthyn which is in Caernatvonſhire, wherein the 
caſtle of Dyganwy did ſtand, which Was the earls of 
Cheſter, and is commonly called! in the Latin uri 


liſh chronicle, Gannoc. 
The fourth cantref was Dyffryn Cheyd, which. 5 A 
wy 


be engliſned the valley of Clwyd, and 1 NOW: 18: called © 
the lordſhip of Rhuthyn, and hath, wee, 2 
leigion, Lhannerch and Dogueilyn. 

The fifth cantref is. Tegengl, and now is 2. furt of 


Flintſhire, having theſe comots, Counſylht, Preſtatyn, 
and Ruthlan. And ,;in*this part is one of the faireſt 
vallies within this iſle, containing 18 miles in length, 


and 4, 5, 6 or 7 in breadth, as the hills either draw 


inward together, or backward aſunder; which high. 


hills do, incloſe it on the eaſt, weſt, and ſouth 


and northward the ſea. It is plentiful. of cattle. filly 


and. fol, corn, hay, graſs, and wood, and disided | 
along in the midſt with the. river Chyyd, to whons+ 


runneth Clywedoc, Vſtrat, Whilar, Elwy,. and a great 


number of other riyers from the hills. In this valley, 
two, miles from tlie fea, | is the town; and caſſie f 


KRuthlan, where ſometimes a parliament: hath been Ana. x We. 
kept... And two miles above it is the ſeciof St. Afaphy F. 1. 


between the rivers Clwyd and Elwy, called in the od 
time the biſhop's ſee; of Lihan Ruy. Four miles 


upon 
a rock the town and caſtle of Henbigh, where is ons 
of. the greateſt markets in the matches of; Wales, and 


orte of the faireſt and ſtrongeſt caſtles wüthin this 
realm, which being the haue of David brother t 


Lhewelyns.. the laſt prince of the Welch od, was 


Lincoln, 


* 


x Tu DESCRIPTION of WALES, 
Lincoln, to whom King Edward gave the faine 
lordſhip ; it is alſo the ſhire-town of that ſhire, 

Five miles above this, is the town of Ruthyn 

with a fair caſtle, which fometimes belonged to the 

lords Gray earls of Kent. This part of North-Wales, 
hath upon the north the river Dee, and the ſea. 

Upon the weſt, Arton, and the river Conwey, South 

and caſt, Merionyth, and the country then called Po- 

wys. And theſe be the mears and bounds of Gwynedh 
or Venedotia for the name of North-Wales containeth, 
| beſides this, all Powys, at theſe days. So there was 
i undder the territory of Aberffraw fifteen cantreds, and 
in them thirty-eight comots. 
WW Mmm The ſecond kingdom was Mathrafal, which in right 
er Powys. order was the third, which came to the third brother, 
Fett for the better underſtanding of the hiſtory follow- 
ing, I have placed it here, To this kingdom belonged 
the country of Powys, and the land between Wy and 
Severn, Which part had upon the ſouth and weſt, 
South-Wales, with the rivers Hy and Tywy, and 
other mears. Upon the north, Gwynedh, and upon 
the eaſt the marches of England, from Cheſter to Wy, 
a little above Hereford ;. and therefore it was moſt 
troubled- with wars, as well of the Saxons, as after- 
wards of the Normans, lords marches, who daily won 
ſome part thereof, and by that means it was the firſt 
part that ſerved the Kings of England, and therefore 
| leſs eſteemed of all the reſt. This part called Powys, 
was divided again into Powys Fadoc, and Powys Wen- 
wynwyn. Powys Fadoc contained in itſelf five can- 
treds and fifteen comots. 

Cantreff Y Barwn, which had three comots, Dyn- 
mael, Edeyrneon, and Glyndourdwy, which are now 
in Mcrionythſhire (ſaving Dinmael which 1 is in Den- 
bighſhire) 

Cantref v Nie whoſe comots were theſe, Yal now 

in Denbighſhire ; Vſtratalyn and Hop in Flintſhire. 
Cantref Uwchnant hath thee comots, Merfforth in 

Flintſhire, Maelor Gymraeg, in Engliſh Bromfield, 

1 YT 5 now 
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Canttef T7 refred Ethic theſe, comots, Create 7 


3 ST ref y Wayn, in Engliſh Cbitke, and in D i 


ſhire. Croelofyallt, in Engliſh Werren, and in in 


Shrophite. nn 
Cantr: ef Rhaiyder Hun his comots ' $fpclinant 772A "A; NG 


4 der, Cynihaeth and Nanheudwy all in Cine de”. 


F 1 and in Denbighſhire. Alſo the I6raitip: of. e 


ton, now in Shropſhire, was in this part of .Powys; .. 
which part at this 42 hath loſt the, name of Powys, 
andi is fituated in divers ſhires, as it appeareth by the . 
diſcourſe before paſſed. In this part. is the caſtle of 
Holt in Bromfield, and the caſtle of Chirke in Chirkes 


land. Likewiſe the lordſhip and caſtle. of Whyting-. = 
ton, which came by marriage to Foulk Fitz- Warren. 
W There is beſide theſe, the lordſhip of Oſweſtry, , of the 
which the Fitz-Alans have been lords theſe 300 and 
odd years, and of divers other Llordſhips in thoſe... 
marches, as Shrarden, the eleven, towns, n and 
many others, which are all now in Shro 


The ſecond part called Powys. Wenwyanyn, had. 
likewiſe five cantreds, and twelve comot s. 
Cantryf Y Fyrnwy had theſe comots, Mocknan, | 
uwch Rayader, Mechain Iſcoed and Lhannerch Hudol. 
Cantref Vſtlyc had chele, Deuthar, Corthwr Lats 
and Vſtrat Marchelb. 


Cantref Llyſaynaf kad theſe, Caerneon, jk >] ; 
chain Uwcheoed. — 


Cantref Cydewen | bad comot Conan and Cemot 
Hathfen. 


Cantref Gonan had Cyfeilioc pl Mouthwy He 1a 
is in'Merionythſhire. Of all theſe, the | ih ft can- 
treds do only at this day bear the name of Den 
which are upon the north - ſide of Severn, and are all 
ä * (faving 1 the cemst of M nnn pz Montgomery - 

Ire, ater an{}, £2 


This is a country full of wWocds, hills, 2nd. rivers, 
and hath in it theſe towns, the Poole, . ew. Town and 
Machylhaeth. Aruftly was in old time in * part, 
duk frerwards it came to the pringes of Gwynedh, 


e Theſe 


2 


Xl» 


bd 


Ss. 


XIi 


king. 
The third part belonging to Mathrafal, was the 


Tur DESCRIPTION or WALES: 
Theſe lordſhips came by juſt deſcent from the princes 
thereot, to a woman named Hawys, the daughter of 


Owen ap Gruffydh. Aruſtly and Cyfeilioc came to the 
baron of Dudley, and afterwards it was fold to the 


land between Wy and Severn, contaming four ean- 


treds, and thirteen comots. 


Cantref Melienyeth hath theſe comots, ceri, Swydh- 
ygre Rhiwalalht, od Glyn Iiethon. 


Cantref Elfel hath theſe, Uwchmynydh, Iſmynydh, 
and Lhechdhyfnog. | 
Cantref yClawdh theſe,DyſirynTeyfodiat, Swydhyno- | 


gen, and Pennwelht. 
Cantref Buelht hath theſe, Swydh y Fam, Dreulys, 


and Uyrwon., Of this part there is at this day ſome in 


Montgomeryſhire, ſome in Radnorſhire, and ſome in 


Brecknockſhire. In this part, and in the lordſhips 
marching to it, which although at the time of this divi= WW 
ſion, which was in the time of the laſt prince, were not MW 


in his ſubjection, yet to this day ſpeak Welch, and are 


called Wales, and in theſe comots are theſe towns and 
caſtles. Montgomery called in Welch Trefaldwyn, a a 
pretty town and a fair caſtle. 'The caſtle of Clun, Sl 


led Colunwy, which is the earls of Arundel. The 
town Knighton, in Welch Trefyclawd. The caſtle of 


Cymaron. Preſteyn in Welch Lhanandras. The town 
and caſtle of Radnor, in Welch Maeſyfed, at this day 
the ſhire town. 'The town of Kington and the caſtle of 
| Huntingdon, called in Welch X Caſtelh Mayn, which 


were the Bohuns earls of Hereford, and after the dukes 


of Buckingham. Caſtle Payne, Haye, Lhanfair in 


Buelht. Theſe lordſhips with Brecknock and Aberge- 
tenny, were belonging to the Bruces lords of Brecknock, 


and after came divers times, and by ſundry means to 


the Bohuns, Nevils, and Mortimers. And ſo (as 1 
have rehearſed) | in this territory or kingdom were found 
fourteen cantreds, and forty comots. Two of theſe 


parts, which are Powys and Gywnedh, are at this day 
called North-Wales, and divided into fix ſhires, Mon 


called Angel; Caernarvon, Mer ionyth, Denbigh, 


Flint, 
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Flint, and Montgomeryſhire, and are all on the north- 
| ſide Severn, ſaving a piece of Montgomeryſhire. 
z And here I think it good to let the reader underſtand 
ZZ what the Britiſh chronicle ſaith of North-Wales, which 
affirmeth that three times it came by inheritance to wo- 
men. Firſt to Stradwen, daughter to Cadfan ap Conan 
gap Endaf, and wife to Coel Godeboc, mother to Ge- 
bh. naw, Dyfyr and Gwawl. The ſecond time to the ſame 
 X Gwaw!l wife to Edeyrn ap Padarn, and mother to Cu- 
\ KT netha Wledic ; which Cunetha inhabiting in the north 
parts of England, about the year 540, after the incar- 
ZZ nation of Chriſt, and hearing how the mingled na- 
tions of Iriſh-Scots, and Pitts, had over-run the ſea- 
ſhore of Cardigan, which was part of his inheritance, 
ſent his ſons thither to enjoy their inheritance, of whom 
Tibiaon his eldeſt ſon died in Man, which land the ſaid 
== Iriſh-Scots had won. For Gildas faith, that the chil- 
== dren of Glam Hector, which peopled a great part of 
#7 Ireland, Yſcroeth with his people inhabited Dalrieuda, 
== which is a part of Scotland: Builke with his people 
came to Man. But I think it good to put in Gildas's 
= words which faith ; Buzilke cum filits ſuis inhabitavit Eu- 
= %oniam inſulam vulgo Manaw, que eſt in meditullio maris 


inter Hyberniam & Britanniam; that is to ſay, Builke 
= with his children inhabited the iſle Eubonia, common- 


== ly Manaw (for ſo it was and is named in Britiſh) which 
t!lüieth in the middle of the ſea, between Ireland and 
Britain. This was not called Mena, as Polydore fain- 
eth. The children of Bethoun inhabited Demetia, 
== which is South-Wales, with Gwyr and Cydweli, till 
= they were chaſed thence by the children of Cunetha. 
= Thus far Gildas. Therefore the ſons of Cunetha, be- 
ing arrived in North-Wales (as well I think being 
driven by the Saxons, as for their inheritance) divided 
the country betwixt them. And firſt Meiredon the 
ſon of Tibiaon, the ſon of Cunetha, had cantref Mei- 
reaon to his part. Aruſtel ap Cunetha had cantref 
Aruſtly. Caredic. ap Cunetha, had Caerdigion, now 
called Cardiganſhire. Doncd had cantref Dunodic. 
Edeyrn had Edeyrnion. Mael had Dynmael. Coel 
had Coleyon, Doguael had Dogueilyn. Rhyfaon had 
8 2 Rhy fonioc 
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xiv Tux DESCRIPTION or WALES. 
Maelor the Rhyfonioc, now Denbighland. Eineon Yrch had 
fon of  Caereneon in Powys. Uſſa had Maeſuſwalht near Oſ- 
to Cunedhawſtry, For ſurely that they ſay commonly of Oſwald 
had "King of Northumberland, to be ſlain there, and of the 
the wo well that ſprung where his arm was carried, nothing ſo. 
disc For Beda and all other writers teſtify that Peanda flew Of- 


N N wald at Maſerfelt, in the kingdom of Northumberland, 
Calle r. 


Aud Nacior and his body was buried in the abby of Bradney, in the 
Szeſneg. 


province of Lhyndeſey. But to my former matter. Theſe 
names given by the ſons of Cunetha, remain to this day. 


After the Iriſh-Picts or Scots, which which the Britains 


called Y Gwydhyl Phictiaid, which is to ſay, the 
Iriſh-Picts, did over-run the iſle of Mon, and were 
driven thence by Caſwalhon Lhawhir, that is Caſwal- 
hon with the long hand, the fon of Eineon Yrch ap 


Cunedhaæ, who flew Serigi their king with his own 


hands, at Lhan y Gwydhyl, which is the Iriſh church 


at Holyhead. This Caſwalhon was father to Maelgon 
 Gwynedh, whom the Latins call Maglocunus, Prince 


and King of Britain. _ FER: tas 
In his time was the famous clerk and great wiſe 

man Taliefiyn Ben Beirdh, that is to ſay, the chiefeſt 
of the Beirdh or wiſemen; for this word Bardh in 
Cæſar's time, fignified (as Lucan beareth witneſs) ſuch 
as had knowledge of things to come, and ſo it fi 
at this day. This Maelgon had a fon called Run, in 


Whoſe time the Saxons invited Gurmond into Britain 


trom Ireland, who had come thither from Afric, who 


with the Saxons was the utter deſtruction of the Bri- 


tains, and flew all that profetied Chriſt, and was the 


firſt that drove them over Severn. This Run was fa- 


ther to Beli, who was father to Iago, (for ſo the Bri- 
tains call James) who was father to Cadfan, and not 
Brochwel called Brecytal 
faith) for this Brochwel called Y ſgithroc, that is, lon 


toothed, was choſen leader of ſuch as met with Adel- - 


red alias Ethelbertus Rex Cantiz,. and other Angles 
and Saxons, whom Auguſtine had moved to make 
war againſt the chriſtian Britains, and theſe put Broch- 


wel twice to flight, not far from Cheſter, and cruetly 


ſlewy 


gnifietn 


(as the Engliſh chronicle 


S 
or 
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flew 1000 prieſts and monks of Bangor, with a great 


T number of lay-brethren of the fame houſe, which 


lived by the labour of their hands, and were come 


EX bare-footed and woolward to crave mercy and peace 
Nat the Saxons hands. And here you ſhall underſtand 
that this was not Avguſtine Biſhop of Hippona the 
great clerk, but Auguſtine the monk, called the apoſ- 


tile of England. 

ZE Thea this Brochwell retired over Dee, hard by Ban- 
gor, and defended the Saxons the paſſage, till Cadfan 
Eing of North Wales, Meredyth King of South 
Wales, and Bledrus or Bletius Prince of Cornwal, 


tle, and flew of them the number of 1066, and put 
WE the reſt to flight. After the which battle, Cadfan 


the iſle; after whom his fon Cadwalhon, who was fa- 
ther to Cadwalader, the laſt of the Britiſh blood, 
that bare the name of King of Britain, was king. 

The third time that North Wales came to a wo- 


thwy, the ſon of Edwal Ywrch, the ſon of Cadwala. 
der. She was wife to Merfyn Frych, and mother to 
Rhoderic the Great, as ſhall be hereafter declared, 
By this you may underſtand, that North Wales hath 


; been a great while the chiefeſt ſeat of the laſt kings of 


Britain, becauſe it was, and is the ſtrongeſt country 
within this iſle, full of high mountains, craggy rocks, 
great woods, and deep vallies, ſtrait and dangerous 
places, deep and ſwift rivers, as Dyfi, which ſpring» 
eth in the hills of Merionyth, and runneth north weſt 
through Mowthwy, and by Machynlaeth, and ſo to 


through Penlhyn, and the lake Tegyd, 


to the Holt, and to Cheſter, and thence north welt 
to Flint-caſtle, and ſo to the. ſea, 


came to ſuccour him, and gave the Saxons a fore bat- 


was choſen King of Britain, and was chief ruler within 


man, was to Eſylht the daughter of Conan Tinday- 


the fea at Aberdyfi, dividing North and South Wales 
aſunder. Dee, called in Welch Dourdwy, ſpringing 
alſo on the other fide of the ſame hills, runneth eaſt 


Corwan and Lhangolhen, between Chirkeland and 
Bromfield, where it boweth northward toward Bangor, 
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Tur DESCRIPTION or WALES. 
There is alſo Conwey, riſing likewiſe in Merionyth- 


ſhire, and dividing Caernarvon from Denbighſhire, 


ſea. 


runeth under Snowden north eaſt, by the town of 
Aberconwey to the ſea. 


Alſo Clwyd, which riſing in Denbigh Land, run- 


neth down to Ruthyn, and plain north, not far from 


Denbigh to St. Aſaph, and ſo by Ruthlan and to the 
There be many other fair rivers, of which ſome 
run to the ſea, as Mawr at Traethmawr, and Aſon y 
Saint at Caernarvon, and other that run to Severn, as 
Murnwy in Powys, and to Murnwy, Tanat; ſome 
other to Dee, as Ceirioc betwixt the lordſhips of Chirke 


and Whittington; Alyn through Val and Moldſdale, 


and Hopedale, and ſo to Dee, a little above Cheſter. 
And this ſhall ſuffice for the perfect deſcription of that 
which in old time was called Gwynedh and Powys, 


andi at theſe days the fix ſhires of North Wales. 


Dy nefawr, 


Now remaineth the laſt kingdom of Wales, called 
Dynefawr, which although it was the greateſt, yet was 


it not the beſt, as Giraldus witneſſeth, chiefly becauſe 


it was much moleſted with Flemings and Normans, _ 


Cuaredigion. 


and alſo that in divers parts thereof, the lords would 
not obey their prince, as in Gwent and in Morganwc, 


which was their own confuſion, as ſhall hereafter ap- 


pear. This was divided into fix parts, of the which 
Caredigion was the firſt, and contained four cantreds 
and ten comots, as cantref Penwedic had in it theſe 
comots, Geneurglyn, Perfedh and Creuthyn. 
Cantref Canaw] had theſe, e Anhunoe, 


and Pennarth. 


Cantref Caſtelh had theſe comots, Mabwynion and 


Caerwedros. 


Cantref Syrwen had theſe, Gwenionyth and Iſcoed; 


and this part is at this day called in Engliſh Cardigan- 


ſhire, and in Welch Swydh Aberteifi. This is a cham- 


pion country without much wood, and hath been di- 
vers times overcome with Flemings and Normans, 
which builded many caſtles in it, and at the laſt were 
beaten out of them all. It hath on the eaſt North 
Wales with the 1 river * and part of Powys, * 

Rs 


$7 the ſouth Caermardhynſhire, upon the weſt Pem- 
W brokeſhire, with the river Teifi, and upon the north 


WE the Iriſh ſea. In this part is the town of Cardigan 
upon Teifi, not far from the ſea. The town of 
= Aberyſtwyth upon the river Yſtwyth, by the ſea, and 
Lhanbadarn Fawr, which was a great ſanctuary, and 

a place of religious and learned men in times paſt. 
And in this ſhire were a great number of caſtles, as 


the caſtle of Yſtratmeyric, of Walter, of Lhanryſted, 


XZ of Dynerth, of the ſons of Wyneaon, of Aber-Reidol,. 
and a great number more, with the town of Tregaron 
and Lhandhewibrefi, 


xvii 


The ſecond part was called Dyfed, and at this day Dyfed. 


Pembrokeſhire, and had in it eight cantreds, and 


= twenty-three comots, which were theſe. Cantref 
= Emlyn had theſe comots, Uwchcuch, Iſcuch and 


Loefethyr. 


Ouictef Arberth had theſe, Penrhyn ar Elays, 12 


rolef and Talacharn. 


Cantref Daugledheu had theſe, Amgoed, Pennant | 


and Eftelfre. 


Cantref Y Coed had theſe, Lhanhayaden and Caſ- 


= telh Gwys. 
= Cantref Penfro hath theſe, Coed yr haf, Macnor 
byrr, and Penfro. 


Cantref Rhos hath theſe, Hulfforth Caſtelh Gwalch- 


mai and Ygarn. 


Cantref Pubidioc hath theſe, Mynyw, Pencaer and 


Pebidioc. 


Cantref Cemais hath theſe, Uwchnefer, Iſnefer and 


Trefdraeth: 


In this part are divers towns and hayens at this day, 
as Pembroke, Tenby, in Welch Dynbegh-y-pylſcor, 


FHereford-Weſt, in Welch Hulfforth, with the fair 


haven of Milford, called in Welch Aberdaugledheu, 


St. David's or Menevia, called in Welch Mynyw, the 
chiefeſt ſee in all Wales. Then Fiſcard called Aber- 


gwayn; and Newport, named Trefdraeth; theſe be 
along the ſea coaſt, or not very far off. Beſides theſe 
there ve divers caſtles, as Cilgerran, Arberth, Gwys, 


1 DR Lhan- 
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Lhanhayaden, Walwyn, and divers others. This part 
was won firſt by the Montgomery's earls of Shrewſbury, 
and after given to the Marſhalls, and fo to Valence, 
and from thence were the princes of Wales moſt trou- 
bled with the Normans and Flemings, who do re- 
main and inhabit about Tenby, Pembroke and Rhos 
to this day, which can neither Welch nor good Eng- 
liſh as yet. Dyfed (for ſo will I call it hereafter) hath 
on the weſt and north the Iriſh ſea, upon the fouth 
the Spaniſh ſea, and upon the eaſt Caermardhynſhire, 
"waa and on the north eaſt Cardiganſhire. The third part 
was Caermardhynſhire, having four cantreds, and fif- 
teen comots, as cantref Finioc with the comots of 
Harfryn, Derfedh, and Iſgeneny. 
Cantref Eginoc with theſe Gwyr, now 1n | Glamor- 5 
gonſhire, Cydwell, and Carnwilheon. = 
Cantref Bachan with theſt,. Malhaen, | Caco, and 5 
Maenor Deilo. 95 
Cantref Mawr with theſe. Cabinecc comot ah ; 
Elfyw, comot mab Uchdryd and Wydigada. In this 
ſhire are the towns and caſtles of Caermardhyn, Dyne- 
fowr, which was the prince's ſeat of the country, 
| Newtown, Lhandeilo, Lhanymdhytri, Emlyn, Swan- 
ſey, now in Glamorganſhire, called in Welch Aber- 
(Bi tawy upon the ſea, the caſtle of the ſons of Uchiryd, 
Wh! of Lhanſtephan, and others. It hath upon the weſt 
We: Dyfed or Pembrokeſhire, on the north Cardiganſhire, 
upon the ſouth weſt the ſea, and upon the ſouth eaſt 
Glamorgan, aud upon the eaſt Brecknockſhire. This 
is counted the ſtrongeſt part of all South Wales, as 
that which which is full of high mountains, greax 
woods, and fair rivers, eſpecially Tywy. In this, 
and in the other two parts of South Wales, were the 
1 notableſt acts that this hiſtory treateth of, atchieved 
5 . and nee 0 
Morgan, The fourth called Morganwe, now Glamorganſhire, 
containing four - cantreds, with fifteen comots. As 
cantref Croneth, with theſe comots, Rwngneth ac 
Faw, 1 Ti ir yr bets and Maenor e 


4 2 „41 Cantref 
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Cantref Pennythen, with theſe, Meyſeyn, Glyn- 


rhodny, Maenor Talafan, and Maenor Ruthyn. 


= Cantref Brenhinol with theſe, Cibowr, Senghen- 
nyth, Uwchcaeth, and Iſcaeth. 
== . Cantref Gwentlhw, which is now in Monmauth- 
ſhire, with theſe comots, y Rhardh Ganol, and Eithaf. 
dylgion. In this part are theſe towns and caſtles, 
Lhandaf the biſhop” s ſee, Caerdyffe, called Caerdhyf, 
Cowhridge, called in Welch Y bont faen, which is as 
much as to ſay Stonebridge, Lantwyd, Caerffyli, and 
others, and hath divers rivers which run to the ſouth 
ſea, as Lay, Taf, Tawy, Neth, Afan, Ogwr, and 
Lhychwr; it hath on the ſouth, the ſea of Severn, 
145 divideth it from Devonſhire and Cornwall; up- 
on the weſt and north weſt, Caermardhynſhire; upon 
the north eaſt, Brecknockſhire ; and upon the eaſt, 
1 Monmouthſhire. Of this you ſhall read very little, 
for one Ieſtyn being chief of the country, and having 
war with his neighbours, called one Robert Fitzhamon, 
with a great number of ſtrangers to his ſuccours, which 


4 after they had atchieved the enterpriſe, liked ſo well 


the country, that they found occaſion to fall out with 
Teſtyn, and inhabited the country chemſelves "any their 
| heirs to this day. 

The fifth part was called Gwent and now in Mon- 
mouthſhire, which had three cantreds, and ten co- 
mots, as cantref Gwent, which hath theſe comots, 
Y mynyth, Iſcoed Lhefnydh, and Tref y grug. 
Cantref Iſcoed theſe, Brynbuga, Uwchcoed, y Teir- 
tref, and Erging ac ewyas, now in R . 

Cantref Coch was the ſeventh cantred of Morganwe, 
which is now ein neun, andi is called the F 04 
reſt of Dean. 

In this part was the antient city of C aerlheon upon 
Uk, where was the archbiſhop's ſee of Wales ; here 


care alſo divers towns and caſtles, as Chepſtow, Glyn, 
Strigul, Rhos, Tyntern upon the river Wy; there is 
alſo Newport, called y Caſtelh Newydh, Uyſc called 
Brynbuga, Groſmont, Raglan, White-caſtle, Aber- 
lenny and many others. This is a fair and a fer- 
2» Wu 
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tile country, of which likewiſe the gentlemen were ne- 
ver obedient to their prince, which was the cauſe of 
their own deſtruction. 
gan and Brecknockſhires, upon the north Hereford- 
thire, upon the eaſt Glouceſterſhire, with the river 
Wy, and upon the ſouth and ſouth eaſt Severn. 

Laſt of all cometh Brecheinoc, now Brecknock- 
ſhire, which hath three cantreds, and eight comots. 


As cantref Selef which hath theſe comots, Selef and 
Trahayern. 


Cantref Canol theſe, Talgarth Yſtradyw and Bryn 


Ihys or Eglwys Vail. 

Cantref Mawr theſe, Tir Raulff, Lhywel and Cerrig- 
In this part is the town of Brecknock upon 
the meeting of Uſk and Honddi, 
bhonddi, and Hay 
Buelht, 


with the river Tywy, upon the north Radnorſhire with 


called Y Gelhy, with Talgarth, 


Wy, upon the caſt Herefordſhire and Monmouth, 
This for the moſt part is 


upon the ſouth Glamorgan. 
full of mountains, woods and rivers, eſpccially Buelht. 


And the lords of this country called Bruces with the 
Mortimers, moſt of all others lords marches, ſome- 
times by might, bur oftener by treaſon, have moleſted 


This land came 
after the Bruces to the Bohuns earls of Hereford, and ; 


and grieved the princes of Wales. 


ſo to the Staffords dukes of Buckingham. 


Theſe fix ſhires being ſubject to the territory of 


* Dynefawr with Radnorſhire, which was belonging to 
Mathrafal, 


which country is both great and large, with many fair 
plains and vallies for corn, high mountains and rocks 


full of paſture for cattle; great and thick woods, with 


foreſts and parks for red deer and fallow; clear and 


deep rivers full of fiſh, of which Severn is the chiefeſt, 


which with Wy and Rheidol ſpring out of a high 


mountain called Pymlhymon, in the edge of Cardigan- 
ſhire, and are called commonly the three ſiſters. Se- 


vern runneth full eaſt through Cydewen by the pool, 


and under the caſtle of Shraden to Shrewſbury, from 


; 6 | whence 


It hath on the weſt Glamor- 


Lhangors ; it hath ' weſt Caermardhynſhire, 


are now commonly called South Wales, 


n 
+2 3-01 $5," 


and is called Aber- T 
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| whence it turneth ſouthward and runs to Bridgenorth- 
bea Worceſter, Gloceſter and ſo to the ſea by 


ZZ Briſtol. The ſecond ſiſter is Gwy, in Engliſh Wy, 
3 which took her journey ſouth eaſt, by Rayader Gwy 


to Buelt, where Irwon meeteth her, thence to Glaſ- 


bury, and ſo to Hereford and Monmouth, and to the 
ſea of Severn at Chepſtow ; for ſo they call Mor Ha- 
fren the ſea which ſevereth Wales from Somerſetſhire, 


Devonſhire and Cornwal. The third ſiſter named 


xxi 


Rheidol, ran northward to the ſea being not far off, at 


Aberyſtywth. There be other fair rivers as Uſk, which 
riſing in a high mountain called y. Mynydh dy i in the 
= ſouth part of Brecknockſhire runneth to Brecknock, 
and ſo through Monmouthſhire to the town of Uk, | 


Caerlheon and Newport, and ſo to the ſaid ſouth ſea. 


Tywy alſo riſing not far from Wy, runneth ſouth to 
Lhanymdhyfri, and thence ſouth weſt by Lhandeilo 
and Dynefawr to Abergwily and Caermardhyn, and ſo 


by Lhanſtephan to the fea. _ 
Teifi likewiſe which riſeth in the edge of Caermar- 
dhynſhire, and runneth north weſt by Emlyn, Cilger- 


ran, Cardigan, and ſo to the north ſea. In Teifi 
above all the rivers in Wales, were in Giraldus's time 
ga great number of caſtors, which may be engliſhed x? 
= bevers, and are called in Welch afanc, which name 
= only remaineth in Wales at this day, but what it is Beaver 
very few can tell. It is a beaſt not much unlike 


an otter, but that it is bigger, all hairy ſaving the tail, 

which is like a fiſh tail, as broad as a man's hand. This; 
beaſt uſeth as well the water as the land, and hath very 
ſharp teeth, and biteth cruelly, till he perceives the 
bohes crack, his ſtones be of great efficacy in phyſic. 


He that will learn what ſtrong neſts they make, which 


Giraldus calleth caſtles, which they build upon the 
face of the water with great boughs which they cut 


with their teeth, and how ſome lie upon their backs, 


holding the rod with the fore feet, which the other 


draweth with a croſs ſtick, the which he holdeth in his 
mouth to the water fide, and other, particularities of 
heir in, let him read Giraldus,; in his 0pography 


Greek, Fi-. | 
ber, Latin, 


Englith, 
Afanc 
Britiſh, 
? Giraldus 
in Itiner. 
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rivers, of which ſome run to the ſouth, and ſome to 
the weſt and north ſea, as Tywy in Glamorganſhire, 
Taf alſo in Caermardhynſhire, which runneth to Cled- 
heu, two rivers either called Cledheu, which do give 


Milford the name of Aberdaugledheu in Pembroke- 


ſhire, Arth, Aeron, and Yſtwyth, in Cardigan. 
There be alſo divers lordſhips which be added to other 
ſhires, and were taken heretofore for parts of Wales, 
and in moſt part of them at this day the Welch lan- 


guage is ſpoken, as Oſweſtry, Knocking, Whitting- 
ton, Elſmer, Maſbroke, Chirbury, Caurs, Clun, 
which are now in Shropſhire, Ewyas-Lacy, Ewyas- 
Haroald, Clifford Winſorton, Yardley, Huntingdon, 


Whitney, Loghardneys in Herefordſhire. Alſo this 


country of South Wales as all the reſt of Britain, was 
firſt inhabited by the Britains, which remain there to 


this day, ſaving that in divers places, eſpecially along 


the ſea ſhore, they have been mingled with Saxons, 


Normans (which the Welch hiſtory calleth Frenchmen) 


and Flemings ; ſo that the princes of Wales, fince the 
conqueſt of the Normans, could never keep quiet poſ- 
ſeffion thereof, but what for ſtrangers, and what for 
diſloyalty of their own people, vexation and war, were 
for the moſt part compelled to e themſelves in 


C eee | 


of Wales. There be beſides theſe a great number of 
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The winning of the Londihip of Gla- 
morgan or Morganmuc oth 'of the 
bd abies s Hands, and firſt of the 

Deſcription of the ſame Lordſhip. 


Reprinted from the Edition of 1584. 
N primis, the ſaid lordſhip in length from Rymny 


bridge on the eaſt fide, to Pulh Conan on the welt 


de, is 27 miles. . The breadth thereof from the ha- 


ven of Aburthaw alias Aberdaon, on the ſouth fide, to 


the confines of Bredinochſoite, above Morleys caſtle, 


z 22 miles. 
7 Item the ſame lordſhip, being a lordſhip marcher, 
or a lordſhip royal, and holden of no other lordſhip, 


the lords ever fince the winning of the ſame, owing 


their obedience only to the crown, have uſed therein 
jura regalia: that is, the trial of all actions, as well real 
as perſoual, with pleas of the crown, and authority to 


pardon all offences, treaſon only excepted. _ 
Item there were 11 lordſhips, to wit, Stent, 


Myſkyn, Ruthin, Lhanblethian, Tir Jarlb, Glyn Roth- 


ney, Auan, Neth, Coyty, Talauan and Lhantuit, alias, 


Bouiarton, that were members of the ſaid lordſhip of 
| Glamorgan. In every of the members were the like 
Jura regalia uſed in all things, ſaving that if any 


xxiii 


* 


wrong judgement were given in any of the courts of 


the ſaid members, it ſhould be reverſed by a writ of 
falſe judgement in the county court of Glamorgan, as 


ſuperior court to the ſaid members. Alfo all matters 


of conſcience happening in debate in any of the faid 


members, ſhould. be heard and determined in the 


chancery of Glamorgan, before the chancellor thereof. 
Item, the body of the ſaid lordſhip of Glamorgan 


was (before the alteration of the laws in Wales) a 
_ county of itſeif, wherein the lord had two caſtles and 


three market. towns, to wit, the caſtle and town of 


Kynfes, alias Keſnſigen. in che weſt part thereof, and 
= Cowbridge town, alias Pont vaen, in the middeſt. And 


che 


— Gruffyth ap Conan. Vill. Ruf. 
the town and caſtle of Cardyff,, or Caer-Dlydb, in the 
eaſt part, in which caſtle of Cardyf, the lord did moſt 

| inhabit; and therein he had his Chancery and Exche- 
quer, and a fair court houſe, wherein the county 
court was monthly kept on the Monday for all the 
ſuiters of the ſhrievalty, that is, of the body of the 
ſaid lordſhip itſelf, without the ſaid members. 
5 Item, within the ſaid ſhrievalty, or body of the 
 faid lordſhip, were 18 caſtles, and 36 Knight's fees 
and an half, that held of the ſaid lordſhip of Glamor- 
gan by knights ſervice, beſides a great number of free- 
holders. 

6 Item, in eight of the ſaid members were ten caſtles 
and four borough towns. 

Item, the annual revenues of the faid tordſhip, with 5 
Theraluef the members, was 1900 marks, whereof was allowed 
| before the in fees 400 marks; of the which members aforeſaid, 
purcaſe. John Gamage, Eſq; occupieth one at this day, deſcend- 
aec4cd unto him from the Turberuiles his anceſtors, that is 

to wit, the lordthip of Coytie: and the heir of Jobn 
Baſſet enjoyeth another, to wit, the lordſhip of Tala- 
uan, by purchaſe from King Edward the ſixth. The 

\ other nine members, with four of the aforeſaid knights 

fees, and all the caſtles, market towns, and borough 

towns, with the demeſnes of the ſame; and all the 
lands that were in the lords hands, parcel of the ſaid 
lordſhip and members, the earl of Penbroke hath pur- 

| Thevalueof chaſed, So that there remaineth now to the ſenior of 
ww. 7 the faid lordſhip of Glamorgan (being in the Queen's 

Majeſty's hands) but the moity only of the manor of 


en, of the value of 26 pounds by the Tl 


The Manner of the winning of the faid 
Lordſhip. 5 


IN the year of our Lord 1091, and in the fourth _ 
year of the reign of King Villiam Rufus, one 
Fas the ſon of Gungant, being lord of the ſaid lord- 
 thip of Sarnen. Rees ap. T __ prince of South | 


Wakes, 


199 4 


Will. Raf. Gruffyth ap Conan. 
Wales, that is, of Caermarthyneſhire and Cardiganſbire, 
made war upen him. Whereupon the ſaid len, un- 
derſtanding himſelf unable to withſtand the ſaid Rees 
without ſome aid otherwiſe, ſent one Eneon, a gentle- 
man of his, to England, to one Robertus Fitzhamon, 
a worthy man, and knight of the privy chamber with 


the ſaid king, to retain him for his ſuccour. The 


which Robert, being deſirous to exerciſe himſelf in the 
feats of war, agreed ſoon with him thereto for a ſa- 
lary to him granted for the ſame. Whereupon the 
ſaid Robert Filzhamon retained to his ſervice for the 
ſaid journey, twelve knights, and a competent num- 
ber of ſoldiers, and went into Wales, and joining there 
with the power of the ſaid Ieſhyn, fought with the ſaid 


| Rees ap Tewdor and killed him, and one Conan his fon. 


After which victory, the faid Robert Fitzhamon, 
minding to return home again with his company, de- 

manded his falary to him due of the ſaid Ieh, ac- 
cording to the covenants and promiſes agreed upon be- 


= tween him and the aforeſaid Eneon, on the behalf of 


the ſaid 7eſtyn his maſter. The which to perform in all 


X . points, the ſaid Jen denied; and thereupon they fell 


out, ſo that it came to be tried by battle. And for- 


ſomuch as the ſaid Eneon ſaw his maſter go from di- 


vers articles and promiſes that he had willed him to 


conclude with the ſaid Robert Fitzhamon, on his be- 


half, he forſook his maſter, and took part, he and his 


friends, with the ſaid Robert Fitzhamon, In the 
which conflict, the ſaid Jen with a great number f 
his men were ſlain, whereby the ſaid Robert Fitzba- _ 


mon won the peaceable poſſeſſion of the whole lordſhi 

of Glamorgan, with the members, of the which he 
gave certain caſtles and manors, in reward of ſervice, 
to the ſaid twelve knights, and to other his gentle- 
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 Gruffyth ap Conan. 


The Names and Sirmames x the faid 


Twelve Knights were theſe. 


7 LLIAM de Lab alas Land 


Richardus de Grana villa, alias Greenfeeld. 
5 . de Turberuile. 


4 Robertus de S. Quintino, alias 8. Auintine. 

5 Richardus de Sy ward. 

6 Gilbertus de Humfrevilt. 

7 Rogerus de Berkrolles. 

3 Reginaldus de Sully. 

9 Peter le Soore. 
10 Johannes le Fleming. 
11 Oliverus de S. Jobn, a younger brother br the Lord. 
S. Fobn, ok B fo 
12 i illiam le Eſterling, whoſe anceſtors came out of 


Danſte to Th with the Danes, and is now by 
e of 785 called e, 


- 


The Pareels given 17 the gad 1 
Fitæbamon to the ſaid Twelve Knights 
and others, in Reward of Service. 


N primis, to the wh ee , Tone,, dil ale 


Robert Fitzhamon gave the caſtle and manor of Og- 
mor, being four knights fees; now parcel of the poſ- 


ſeſſions of the duchy of Lancaſter. 
Item, to the forenamed Sir Richard Greenſeeld, he 


gave the caſtle.and lordſhip of Neth, being one of the 


members aforeſaid ; and now parcel of the poſſeſſions 


of the Right Hon. the Earl of Penbroke. 


Item, to Sir Paine Turberuile, he gave the caſtte and 
lordihip of Coyty, being another of the ſaid members ; 
and now parcel of the poſſeſſions of Fobn Gamage, Eſq. 

Item, to Sir Robert S. Quintine he gave the caſtle 


and lordſhip of Lhan Blethen, beg another of the ſaid 


members, 


wil. ey 


5 
. 


Will. Riff. Gruffyth: ap'Conan xxvii 
members; and now parcel | of the poſſeſſions of 8. 
William Herbert, of Swanſey, E 

Item, to Sir Richard Syward, he gave the caſtle and 
lordſhip. of Talauan, being another of the ſaid mem- Tan: 
bers; and now parcel of the Postel of Anthony 
Maunſell, Eiq. «4 Nx 
Item, to Sir Gilbert Humnfreuile; he: gave the caſtle: 6 
and manor of Penmarke, being three knights fees; now Penmarke, 
parcel of the poſſefſions of the Right Hon. Lord St. 
John, of Bledſo. 

Item, to Sir Reginald de Sully, he gave the caſtle 

and manor of Sly, ſo fince called after his name, be. Sully. 
ing two knights fees; now divided betwixt the Earl of 
Penbroke, and the Lord S.. Jabn, of Bledſo. 
Item, to Sir Roger Berkrolles, he gave the manor of 8 
1 Zaſt Orchard, being one knight's fee; now parcel of Eaſt Orch- 
the poſſeſſions of S. William Herbers, of Swanſey. * 

Ĩ1em, to Sir Peter le Soore, he gave the caſtle and 8 
manor of Peterton, ſo now called Reer his name, be- Pererton. 
ing one knight's fee; now Pavcel of the poſſeſſions of 
the Earl of Pads, POLY, 
. Item, to Sir John Fleming rien gave the caſtle and 10 
= manor of St. George, being one knight's fee; and 8. Georze. 
= holden of his poſterity the Hemings to. This dax. hp 
| Item, to Sir Jobn St. Fobn, he gave the caſtle and ir 
manor of Fonmon or Fenuon, being one knight's fee; Fonmon: 
= and now parcel of the poſſeſſions of the Lord St. John, 
f of Bledſo. 1 
8 Item, to Sir William 1 Efterling, alias Stradling, ke? Lim i. 
gave the caſtle and manor of $7. Donats, or St. Denwit, s. Donat's: | 
| being one knight's fee; now parcel of the poſieſfions 
of Sir Edward Seradling, Ent. Gat now is. 1 | 
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Sun, Four Kn 8 Members, and. 
"Thirteen Knights Fees. 


| TEM, els gave. to the on Ot Saen that ES oo 13 
Part, the — of Senghenvyth, being a another of 


t e laid members. 
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Grufſyth ap Conan - I. Ruf. 
Item, he gave the caſtle and lordſhip of Auan, ano- 


ther of the ſaid members, ene F itz Lon, the 
eldeſt ſon of the ſaid Inn. 75 


Item, he gave the ſordthip of A another oß 
the ſaid. members, to another ſon of the ſaid In. 
Item, the reſt of the foreſaid knights fees, being 


> twenty-two and an half, he diftributed part to gentle- 
men that ſerved him, and W ro the N mae 


owners of the aner 


; 1 8 7 : & 
- * - * & A, „ 1 7 ba 


> ws 


l! LY 


The ag that the Lord kept for him- 
0 elf and his Heirs, | . 
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HE, caſte of, Carb and Kenfgs, A the bote 
| d three market towns of Cardyff; . Kent and 
cure, and the ſhrieyalty, being th e. body vs: the, 
ſaid lordſhip, of Glamorgan, and all, ie demeſnes of 
the ſame, with the reſt of the ſaid members; to 12 | 
Miſeyn, Glynrothney, Tyr. Tarl, and Ae 5 
e 5s he chief ſeniory of the hole, m_ : 
| faid Robert Filzhamon, kept to him, And in the 
ſaid lordſhip of Baviarton, he had * large grange or 
houſe of 50, 505, a6 with lands to the ſame, belonging, = 
that ſerved him for the proviſign of corn. to IR Te 5 
He dwelt himſelf. moſt in the ſaid caſtle or town of 


 Cardyff,, being a fair haven town. And becauſe he | 


- © 
2413 
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chaſed — aw of Gale 84 8 at this = i 
Alſo the morrow after the county day, being th 
1 the lord's chancellor fat always in the Chan. 
cery there, for the determining of matters of conſcience | 
in e happening as well in the faid ſhrievalty as. 1 

"2 INE” 


1 * 


» , t Fow- 


95 be r dherichillt Fay — ſaid knights 
uſed to give attendance upon the lord ; and the Wed- 
neſday every man drew homeward, aud then began the 
courts of the members to de n in 0 one mne 


another. N 
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The Pedigree of Robert Firaidadies,: and 6 


1 


of his Heirs, Lords of nee 


4 ſy '#i 1 4 * 
HE fald Robert Hiabünon, was [AY to > Ha. . 
mon, a great lord, and kinſman of -William firm that he 


the Conqueror, who came into the realm with him. 92 19rd of 


Aſtrevile in 
This Robert (as is before ſaid) was knight of the 8 


privy chamber with King William Rufus; who (as 


it appeareth in the Chronicles)- dreamed the night 


| before the king was killed, that he ſaw the king torn Ila. Wed. 
in pieces by wolves ; and therefore; by his perſoaſi. | n 
on, he willed the king to forbear to go abroad that 1; Mats Paris; - 


forenoon. But the king, when he had dined, there page 22. 


was no man able to ſtay him, but that he would 


ride forth a hunting into the now foreſt, Where he 


was lam by Walter Tyrrell, by the Sela 5 his 


arrow ſhooting at a red deer. 


2 Mud; the only daughter and heireſs of hs aig: 


Robert, was married to Robert, Far of See, 
baſe ſon to King Henry the firſt. AJ 


3 William, Earl eK Gloceſter, fon-1 to the ſaid Robert 


and Matod, died without iſſue niale, leaving behind 
him three daughters; of the which, Jabel, "the eld- 
elt, was married to King Joby. then Earl of OY. 


enford and Lancaſter (as ſome clironicles do declare) 


who ſo ſoon as he was made king was divorced from 
her. And then ſhe was married to Geſfrey Mande- 
vile, Earl of ler, and died ende WG as far : 
as 1 can find. | 4 


4 The ſecond 5 ber names ee was ITY 


to vir Gilbart de Clare, then Earl of Nun by. . 
„ he 


Gruffyth ap Conan. Will. Ruf. 
he had the earldom of Gloceſter. And Mabile, 
the third daughter was e to the F of 
Euren. a 

- Sir Gilbart de op low: to the faid Giltart, was the | 
fourth Earl of Gloceſter. T6 


6 Sir Richard de Clare's ſon was the fifth earl. 
Sir Gilbart's fon was the fixth earl. 


8 Sir Gilbart's' ſon, who married Jane de te 5 | | 


daughter to King Edward I. was the ſeventh carl. 
9 Sir Gilbart de Clare their ſon was the eighth earl, 
and he was ſlain by the Scots in King Edward the 
Second's time; and then the earldom fell between 
his three ſiſters. Of the which Elianor the eldeſt. 
was married to Hugh Spenſer the ſon, in ber right 
Earl of Gloceſter. Margaret the ſecond was mar- 
ried to Peires Gaueſton, and after to the Lord Au - 
eley. Elizabeth the third was married firſt to W/l- 
liam Lord Burg 5, Earl of Uſher, and after to 
Ralph Roch, [Baron of Armoy, in Ireland; the was 
married the third time to Theobald I.. Verdoun, and 
laſtly to Sir Roger Damory, and had ue _ wy 
one of them. 
10 Sir Hugh Spencer had to his wives s purpartes the 
_ ſaid lordihip of Glamorgan. 
11 Sir Hugh Lord Spencer their ſon enjoyed the fame, 
and died without iſſue. 
12 Edward Lord Spencer; ſon to Eimer brother to 
the ſaid Hugb, ſucceeded the ſaid Hugh therein. 
1 . Thomas 150 Spencer, his fon, ſucceeded him. 
14 Richard Lord ane his 1 ſucceeded n and 
= in ward, 
Tſabell, ſiſter to Richard, focreeded ind and 
1 with Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Morceſ- 
ter, and Lord Burgavenny, who had iflue by her a 
daughter only, and died. The which daughter 
was married to Edward, the ſon of Dawraby, 
Ralph Neuel, Earl of V. ftmoreland. And after the 
5 death of the laid Earl of Worceſter, the laid Iſabell 
| 2 8 


23 Queen Mary ſucceeded him in the een 


Will, Ra, Gruffyth ap Conan. 
married with Richard e Earl of Var. 
. wick." 


16 Henry A Earl of W, X96 25 ade after 


Duke of Warwick, their ſon died withour iſſue. 


17 Anne his fiſter of whole blood ſuceceded him, and 


married with Richard Neuel, after Earl of Sali/- 
burie, and in her right Earl of Warwick; and had 
iſſue two daughters, Marie, married to the Duke 
Clarence, and Aune, married firſt to Prince Edevard, 
ſlain at Teuxburie, and after his death with Rich- 
ard, Duke of Gloceſters Who was afrerward King 
ot England. 


is The faid Fins and King Richard (being then 


Duke of Gloceſter) had the ſaid lordſhip given unto 

them by the laid Anne, Counteſs of. Warwick, her 
„mother.“ 

19 King Henry the Seventh enjoyed the ſame after 

= death of King Richard. | 

' "Jaſper, Duke of Bedford, enjoyed the Game: by the 

": ml of King Henry the Seventh, and died without 

"Hue; and by reaſon thereof it remained to the 

king again. 


21 King Henry the Eighth enjoyed the fame after his 


father. 
22 King Edward the Sixth d him therein 
and fold almoſt all the lands thereof. : 
24 Queen Elizabeth our moſt. dread ſovereign that 
now is, doth ſucceed her in the ſame ſeniory, and 
| hath fold the lordſhip of Neth from it; ſo that 
now. there remain no more lands appertaining to 
the ſeniory, but the any a 1 manor of Dei 
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The Pedigree * 2 Lord of C 05. 


more, one of the faid Twelve. 


1 WW ILLIAM. Londres, lord of the caſtle and 
manor of Ogmore (as is before ſaid) won af- 


5 terwards the lordſhips of Kydwelhey: and Carpewil- 


 bion, in Caermarthenſhire, from the Welſhmen.;, and 


gave to Sir Arnold Butler, his ſervant, the caſtle and 


manor of , Duxreeven, in the lordſhip of Ogmore a- 
foreſaid. The which ever ſince hath continued in 
the heirs male of the ſaid Arnold Butler, until with- 

in theſe few years that it fell to Walter Vaghan, ſiſ 


ter's ſon to Arnold Buller, the laſt of the Baule that | 


was owner thereof. 


2 Simon de Londres, his ſon, Liceraded 8 x 
3 Williom de Londres ſucceeded his father Simon, and 


had iflue one ſon. 


4 Moris de Londres, his ſon, ſveceeded him, and had 


iſſue one only daughter. + _.. 
5 The ſaid S married with one Seward. a man 


of great poſſeſſions. 
6 They had iſſue a daughter only, married to Hemi, 


Earl of Ee brother to 7. homas, Earl of. Lan- : 


rer. 

Io Henrie their 5 pe ie Duke 2 34 
caſter, did ſucceed them; and fo, the ſaid three lord- 
ſhips, Ogmore, Kydwelbey, and Carnewilbion, became 
— Parcels of the Duchy of Lancaſter ever piety: (x 


Þ he Pedi gree of Greenefeeld. 


\IR Richard Greenefeeld before ſaid (to whom the 


lordſhip of Neth was given in reward) was lord of 


the caſtle and manor of Bydy K in Devonſhire, at the 
time he came into Males wit 


the faid Robert Fitzba- 


9 lf 


and gave the whale lordſhip to Ie maintenance of 


the ſame, and then returned back again to Bydyford, 
whereas the iſſue male of his body « doth yet remain, 5 
and enjoyeth the fame. . 
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all. Ruff. : Gruffyth ap Conan, 


The Pedigree of Twrberuile, Lord of Copty. 


1 IR Paine 7 urberuile, Lord of CH, as is be- 
fore ſaid. 


out iſſue. 

3 Sir Gilbart Tab berate ſucceeded his brother, 

4 Sir Paine Turberuile, his ſon fucceeded him, and 
married Mawd, daughter and ſole heir to Morgan 
Cam, one of the nephews of the aforeſaid 1e/yn. 

Sir Gilbart their ſon quartered 1e ofiyn' s arms with 
 Turberttile's. 

6 Sir Gilbart, his ſon, ſucceeded him. 

7 Sir Richard, his ſon, ſucceeded him. 


8 Sir Paine, his ſon, ſucceeded him, who married 


with Wenlbian, daughter to Sir Richard T albot, 


Knt. and had iſſue by her, two ſons, that is to 
wit, Gilbart and Richard; and four daughters, 


namely, Catharine, Margaret, Agnes, and Sara. 
g Sir Gilbart ſucceeded Sir Paine his father. 


Krit 


55 2 Sir Simon T ur beruile ſucceeded him, and died with + 


10 Sir Gilbart, his fon, ſucceeded him, and died 


without ie 


11 Sir Richard, his father's brother, ſucceeded him, 
and having no iflue, entailed the lordſhip of Coity 


to the heirs male of Sir Roger Berkerolles, Knt. 


1 Sir Roger Berkerolles, Knt. ſon to Sir William 
Berkerolles, Knt. and Phelice his wife, one of the 
daughters of Yeere, Earl of Oxenford, which ſaid 
Sir Roger had married Catharine, the eldeſt ſiſter 


of the ſaid Sir Richard. And for default of ſuch 


iſſue, the remainder to the heirs male of Sir Ri- 
2 chard Stakepoole, Knt. who married with Margaret, 


3 ſecond fifter of the ſaid Richard. And for default 
of ſuch iſſue, the remainder to the heirs of Sir 


| Fobn de la Beare, Knt. and Agnes his wife, the 
4 third ſiſter to the ſaid Richard. And for lack of 


ſuch iſſue male, the remainder to the heirs male of 


Milliam Gamage, and of Sara his wife, the fourth 


— to the ſaid Sir Richard T urberuile. 
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ILL. . Londres, Jord of. the cal a 
manor of Ogmore (as is before ſaid) wan af- 
| terwards the lordſhips of cuelbey and Carpewil- 
Von. in Caermurtbenſbire, from the Melſbmen; and 
gave to Sir Arnald Butler, bis ſervant, the caſtle and 
3 of Dunneeven, in the lordſhip of Ogmere a- 
_ Foreſaid, The which ever fince hath continued in 
the heirs, male of the ſaid Arnold Butler, until Wi ith- 
in theſe few ears that it fell to Walter Vaghan, 15 
ter's ſon to Arnold Butler, the laſt of the, By ers that 
Was owner thereat,.,,./- 49 a „ 
2 Simon de Londres, his fon; ſucceeded — * oy 
3 Mailliam de Landres ſuceeeded his Father Simon and : 
had iſſue one ſon. 


4 þ; Monis de. Londres, bis fon, ſuccceded, him, and had 
iſſue one Only d oo : 
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1 4 Im Paine Turkraily Lord of « a is be · 


fore ſaid. ; 
2 E Simon 7 urberail ſucceeded him, and died wir- 15 
dut iſſu. 5 


| : Sir Gilbart Ta brite ſucceeded his brother, 


Sir Paine Turberuile, his ſon ſucceeded him, and 
7480 Mawd, daughter and ſole heir to Morgan 35 
Gam, one of the nephews of the aforeſaid 2%. 

Sir Gilbart their ſon e Te Wu s arms with 

 Turberifile's. 
6 Sir Gilbart, his for; ſucceeded him. 

Sir Richard, his ſon, ſueceeded ellis EF ns 
8 Sir Paine, his ſon, —— him, ei naaeried | 

with 7enlbion, daughter to Sir Richard Talbot, 
Ent. and had iſſue by her, two ſons, that is to 
wit, Gilbart and Richard; and four daughters, 

na mely, Catharine, Margaret, Agnes, and * 

Sir Gildort ſucceeded Sir Puine his father,» 
10 Fir Gilbart, his ſon, fi cceede um, bd. Ard f 
3 ine. 3 

Sir Ricbard, his father) 8 vwother, ſuodeedeit Hang . 

- ae having no iflue, (entailed the lordſhip of Coity 0 
to the heirs male of Sir Ruger Berkerolles, Ruit. 
1 Bir Roger Berkerolles, Knt, ſon to Sir William 

Berkerolles, Knt. and Phetice his wife, one of the 

daughters of Veere, Earl of Oxenford, which ſaid 

- ne Roger, had married- Catharine, the eldeſt fiſter 

of the ſaid: Sir Richard. And for default of ſuch 

iſſue, the remainder to the heirs male of Sir Ri- 
ith Margaret, 


2 chard Stakepoole, Knt. who married wit 


3 ſecond fiſter of the ſaid Richard. And for default 
of ſuch iffue, the remainder to the heirs of Sir 8 I 1 


John di ts Beare, Kat. and Agnes his wife, che 


a | 4 third ſiſter to the ſaid Richard. And for lack of 


ſuch iſſue male, the remainder to the heirs male of 
' William Gamage, and of Sara his wife, the fourth 
W to the ſad Sir Richard T: urberuile, 
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The ſaid Berkrolles, Stakepoole, or Stacpoole, and De 


la Beare, died without iſſue male“, by reaſon whereof, 
after the death of Sir Laurence Ber hivolles, Knt. ſon 
to the ſaid Sir Roger, and Catharine his wife; the ſaid 


lordſhip fell to Sir William Gamage, fon to Gilbert, 
ſon to the foreſaid William Gamage, and Sara. The 
faid William was ſon to Sir Robert Gamage, Knt. ſon 


to Paine Gamage, lord of the manor of Rogiade, in 


the county of Monmowth. The foreſaid Sir Wil. 


had iſſue Morgan, Morgan had iſſue Sir Thomas Ga- 
mage, Knt. and Margaret, wife to Jenkin Thomas, 


lam had iſſue Thomas, Thomas had iſſue Fohn, Fobn "I 


and Anne, wite to Robert Raglan, and Catharine, 
wife to Reginald ap Howel, and Nenn, wife to 


Thomas ap Meyric. 


The ſaid 811 T bomas Gange had tis Robert Ga- ; 


| mage, that late was; Catharine his eldeſt daughter, 
wife to Sir Thomas Stradling, Knt. Marie the ſecond 
daughter, wife to Matthew Herebert; Margaret the 
1 daughter, wife to che Lord William Howard; 


= Robert, he only brother the ſaid Sir RICHARD Ac. ; 
POOLE, married a daughter of Sir Jahn Sigſylt, or Cecill. 


Sir William Stacpoole, his eldeſt fon, married a daughter of. 


Hobel ap 1thel, Lord of Roos and Rynonioc, now Denbighland. The 
ſaid Sir WILLIAM STACPOOLE had a command in an army, 


raiſed in the reign of King Stephen, againſt David, King of 


Scots, but died oung, leaving three ſons and one daughter. 
Sir RICHARD STACPOOLE, his eldeſt fon, of ST: AC- 


POOLE, in the county of Pembrooks, married a daughter of Sir 


Hen Vernon, of Haddon, in the Pele. 


No mention is made of the ſecond ſon; but Robert, the young- 
eſt ſon, encouraged. by his couſin Robert Fitzſtephen, went over to 


Ireland with Richard, Earl of Strigule, known by the name of 
Strongbow, and was a captain of archers in that divifion of the - 
army that  Fizz/tephen commanded under Strongbow, in the yer 


„the fourteenth year of King Henry the Second. 


| 1. ſaid ROBERT STACPOOLE afterwards ſettled in Hrilind, ; | 
and his lineal deſcendant has A large Open in the W of Clare „ 


in that kingdom. 


The old 59347" of. ST. ACPOOLE Coat, 4 a large i in 9 
 Pembrookeſhire, deſcended to a * hw, ter of the ſecond Sir 
> 


RICHARD STACPOOLE, aad is now the property of the ſon 


of the late Proſe en 0 who n n 
; and died i in . 
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"Ro * RI che urch Jab gherr, miſe to * 


Hogan, of  Penþrookefbire, Eid, The ald, Rapert 
4 8 dine Joby ade, that in 


1 Sole heir general to the laid Sir Roper Berkrolles, © 


Ent. and! Caubarine, one of the four fiſters, u 
Feirs general to-the aforeſaid. Sir Richard Tuc berge 
: Rae, 18 Sir Edtward Strulling, e that now is. 

Sole heir general ah the = Ric ha i: Srakepoale, 
of Ponbr aokefſhire;\ and NA his Wi fe, another 
8 the four fiſters, po 7055 font, to the {a id 

Richard Turberuile, Knt. is 21 Ver on, Ent. 

3 Heirs'general to the ſaid Sir Fen a la" Pare, nt. 


and "Agnes his wikte, another of the four ſiſters, and 


.” heirs general df the faid Sir Ber Bu= Tür beruile, Knt, 


are Oliuer S. John, Lord S. Jobn, of Bledſo, and 
„ Hag: chat now iT 5 


Hilla Baſſet, of Glamorge 
4 Jebn Gamage,” Eſq. that now is, is as well heir g 
neral lineally deſcended from Sarl the, fourth fit 


1 and heir to the ſaid Sir Niebe⸗ 7d Tae, I Th 
1 the Gs il aforeſaid: 
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wes e and KV Ae male, enjoyedth 
E until King Edward che Thirc's time ; at. Whie 
time the heirs thereof bir other lands in Sher, 
Pu „ſold che ſaid lordſhip t the Bord 8 


Ae e there, where bis ifſue male continueth yet.” 
Ad N 
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IR Robert de S Quintine,, to whom the en of { 


"Lhanblethian. Was. given, and his iſſue male a F 
36 fame; until King Henry the Thirds time. And 
. chen, or in ſhort time after,” e male failed, of 
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1 7 Sir n gif ling, Knt. his'fon, ſuccbedect him. 
1 It doth nõt Ap ih haf Nock r fitting in rf 
ſteſe ven kniphts above named did tharty en 
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Feet remaining to his heirs, and Com Wy H ; . 8 

Hire, Told Of. Late BS. 

1 Sir Edward $tralling, Knt. their ſe . ſucces 
|. th, and he quartered. the Haw, arms'wi 


and married with *Elaner, daugliter and h heir to 
eee. à younger brother, we Wife 
e daughter and heir to Richard Mn and had 
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"5 Sir Harris Sirodling, Kn. Nis bon, füecceded bin, 
and married Wirk Enxaberd, filter of Whole blood 
to Sir mum Herber, Ritt. Bart of Pbtbropke, | 
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f HEN the Roman empire, under Valentinian, 


the younger, began to decline, and became ſenſibly 
unable to repreſs the perpetual . incurſions of the 
Goths, Huns, Vandals, and other barbarous invaders; 
it was found neceſſary to abandon the remoteſt Parts of 
that unweildly body, and to recal the Roman forces 
that defended them, the better to ſecure the inward, and 


the provinces moſt expoſed to the depredations of the Is 


Barbarians. And in this exigency of the Roman af- 
fairs, Britain, as lying: far remote from the heart of 
the empire, was deprived of the Roman garriſons 3: 
which, being tranſported into Gaul upon more urgent 
occaſions, left it naked and expoſed to the inveterate 
cruelty of the Scots and Pidts : for no ſooner; had they 
underſtood of the Romans departure out of Britain; 
and that the Britains were to expect no further help 
from the empire; but they deſcend in greater number 
than formerly, and with greater courage and expec- 
tation, being now rid of the fear they entertained. of 
the Roman legions, who always uſed to hinder their 
progreſs, and to prevent their incurſions into the Ro- 
man province. The Britains perceiving their antient 
and implacable enemies to fall upon them, and finding 
themſelves fat too weak to repel their endleſs devally * 
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ots with a lamentable narrative of their own Mit 
ries, and the cruel: oppreflions of their enemies, they 


ſent over to Gaul, imploring aid of Ætius præfect 
of that province; who, being moved with the de- 


plorable condition of that province, diſpatched over a 


legion under the command of Gallio, which unexpect- 
edly ſurpriſing the Picts and Scots, forced them, with 
great loſs and deſtruction, to retire. over the ſeas or 
ks to their own habitations. Then helping them 


to build a wall of ſtone croſs the land, for a bulwark 


againſt any future irruptions; the Romans, at their 


departure, told them, they could not any more under- 


take ſuch dangerous expeditions for their defence, 


and therefore admoniſhed them to take arms, and like 


Men vindicate their country, their wives, children 8 


and liberties from the injuries or their barbarous ene- 
mies. 


But as ſoon as the Roman logic was rants 
into Gaul, back return the Pitts and Scots; and having 


bya deſperate aflault paſſed the wall, purſued the Bri- 


tains with a more dreadful and bloody ſlaughter than 


formerly. The Britains, perceiving 51 condition moſt 

deſperate, once more ſend their miſerable complaints to 

Atius in theſe tragical words: To Ætius thrice con- 
ful the groans of the Britains: the Barbarians drive us 

to the ſea, and the ſea drives us back to them; and ſo, 


diſtracted betwixt two deaths, we are either drowned, 


or periſh by the ſword.” But they ſolicit to no pur- 


poſe; the Romans having already bid abſolutely fare- 
wel to Britain, and the empire being cruelly oppreſſed 


by the Goths, and other barbarous nations, was not im 
2 re poſſible to aſſiſt them, The Britains there- 
fore finding themſelves abſolutely forſaken by the Ro- 
mans, and eonceiving it utterly impracticable to drives 
away the barbarians by their own ſtrength; ſaw it ur- 
gently neceſſary to call in the aid of ſome foreign na- 
tion, whoſe labour in repelling their enemies ſhould be 


gratefully and ſatisfactorily rewarded, _ | 
The reaton that the Britiſh nation was at this time 


G fo weak and impotent, and ſo manifeſtly unable to 
withſtand theſe barbarous enemies, who were tar infe- : 


] : 
8 " - * 
5 | < "TE" 
' * ; ; » , : , 
* OP * . - 5 0 . N 


lh 
4 
F 
£7 
= 


0 
8 
„ e 
* 
£4 
2 


PAH HISTORY 64 WALES. 


ri as to extent of country, and probably in number 


of people, may in great meaſure be attributed to the 
wy. d quietneſs the Britains enjoyed under the 
Roman government. For whilſt the Roman legions 


O 


continued in Britain, they ever undertook the ſecurity 
and preſervation of it; ſo that the Britains hereto- 
fore were little concerned at the incurſions of the Scots 


and Picts, depending wholly upon the ſtrength and 


valour of the Romans, inſomuch, that within a while, 


they fell into a fit of luxury and effeminacy, and 


quickly forgot that martial proweſs, and military con- 

duct which their anceſtors ſo famouſly excelled in. 
For after their entire ſubjection to the Roman empire, 
they had little or no opportunity to experience their va- 
lour excepting in ſome home bred commotions, exci- 
ted by the alpiring ambition of ſome male- content- 
ed general, which were quiekly compoſed and reduced 
to nothing. And after the Scots and Picts grew for- 


midable, and durſt venture to make incurſions into 


the Roman province; the Britains were the leaſt con- 
cerned in oppoſing them; leaving that to the care and 
vigilancy of the Roman garriſons: And this eaſineſs 
and ſupinity of the Britains; may not be untruly attri- 
buted to the policy of the Roman conſtitution : for 
when the Britains were brought ſubject to the empire, 
the firſt thing the Romans effected towards the confir- 
mation of their obedience, was to take the ſword out 
of their hands. They were ſenfible how bold and va- 
lorous the Britains naturally were, how unlike to ſub- 
mit their necks to a foreign yoke, and therefore they 
found it impracticable to obtain a quiet poſſeſſion 
of this province, as long as the Britains had power and 
opportunity to oppoſe them. This courſe they tound 
very effectual, and when they had once lulled them 
Nr e were not over ſolicitous to rouſe and awaken | 


The Britains allo might poſſibly be too h taken 

with this ſedentary and unactive life; and as long as 
they lived ſecure under the protection of the Roman 
empire, they little feared their country would become 
a Þ to 5 barbarous nation. No one would have 
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imagined that that glorious empire would be ſo ſoott 
cruſhed to pieces, which could not otherwiſe be effected, 
than by the inſupportable preſſure of its own weight. 


The apprehenſion of the greatneſs and ſtrength of the 


Romans, made the Britains probably leſs ſolieitous 
of enabling themſelves to defend their country, not 


thinking they would ever forſake and relinquiſh the 


province of Britain. But to their ſorrow they experi- 
enced the contrary, the affairs of the empire elſewhere 


requiring the help of the Britiſh legions, ſo that they 
were left expoſed to the cruelties of the northern inva- 


ders, having not as yet recovered any power or con- 


duct to oppoſe them. For had not the Scots and Picts 
come on ſo forcibly at firſt, but had given time to the 
Britains to ſhake off that lethargy they had for many 
years been buried in, and to renew their ancient dif- 


cipline and vigour, there had been no need of calling 


in the Saxons, ſeeing they would in all probability 
been able to maintain their ground againſt any oppo- 


ſition, and likely had been in poſſeſſion of their whole 


country to this time. But next to the decree of hea- 
ven, the ruin of the Btitiſh nation muſt be attributed 
to its too much luxury and effeminacy, and to the uni- 
verſal lapfe of the nobility and people, into an aver- 
ſion of all military action and martial diſeipline. For 
though a continued peace be in itſelf deſirable, yet of- 
tentimes nothing tends more to the future ruin and 
downfal of a nation. For peace begets in men gene- 


rally a habit of looſeneſs and debauchery, is the occa- 


ſion of many notorious extravagancies and vicious prac- 
tiſes, which weakens their hands, and cools their cou- 
rage and greatnefs of mind, ſo that in cafe of any open 

danger, they are uncapable to defend their country, 
and unfit to oppoſe the common enemy. Scaree any * 
kingdom or nation was ſubverted, but the ruin of it 
was uſhered in by theſe means; witneſs the Aſſyrian under 
Sardnapalus, the Perſian under Darius, and the Egyp- 
tian under Cleopatra; ſo that it was moſt prudentiy 
urged by a Roman ſenator, that Carthage might not be 
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demoliſhed; leſt that for want of an enemy abroad, 


the valour of the Romans might degenerate, and their 


conduct 
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conduct be forgotten. Had the Britains had the for- 


tune to be continually in action, and not exchanged 


their courage and diſcipline for eaſe and lazineſs, they 
had no. reaſon to dread the incurſions of the Scots 
and Picts, nor any need of the Aid and Aſſiſtance of a 
foreign Nation; but the condition of their affairs 


then required it, and help muſt be had, or elſe their 
country myſt unavoidable become a prey to thoſe nor- 


then wankenhs ond mon tne ot 001 
To prevent therefore and.xepe] their violence, King 


Vortigern held a council of his great men and nobles, 
where it was concluded to be moſt advantageous to the 


Britains, to invite the Saxons out of Germany to their 
aid, who 1n all probability would gladly embrace the 


opportunity, by reaſon that their own country was 


grown too ſcanty for their ſuperfluous numbers. This 


meſſage of the Britains, however originally delivered, 


is by an antient Saxon Writer repeated in this manner: 


Moſt noble Saxons, the miſerable Britains, ſhattered 


and quite worn out by the frequent incurſions of their 
enemies, upon the news of your many ſignal victories, 
have ſent us to you, humbly requeſting that you would 


aſſiſt them at this juncture. A land large and ſpacious, 


abounding with all manner of neceſſaries, they give up 
entirely to your diſpoſal. Hitherto we have lived hap- 


pily under the government and protection of the Ro- 


mans: Next to the Romans we know none of greater 


valour than yourſelves, and therefore in your arms do 
now ſeek refuge. Let but that courage and thoſe arms 
make us conquerors, and we ſhall refuſe no ſervice 
you ſhall pleaſe to impoſe.” To this meſſage the 
Saxons returned this ſhort anſwer :' © Aſſure your- 
ſelves, the Saxons will be true friends ta the Britains, 

and as ſuch, ſhall be always ready both to relieve their 


neceſſities, and to advance their intereſt,” _ 


The Saxons being thus ' happily courted to what 


themſelyes had a thouſand times wiſhed for, arrived 
ſoon after in Britain, in three gallies, called in their 


own language Kiules, under the conduct of two bre- 
thren Hengiſt and Horſa. Being honourably received 


by the king, and — treated by the people, 
TT. ; Ny e their 
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diligent in their employment, and ſucceſsfully repelled 
the landing of the Saxons, and fearing no oppoſition, 


when the Saxons became better acquainted with the 
iſland, and happily diſcaFercd the weakneſs and inabi- 
 lity of the Britains; under pretence that their pay was 


enemies the Scots. Moreover, Hengiſt perceiving TEA 


men with the beauty and fertility of the iſland, the 
infirmity and effeminacy of the inhabitants; inviting 
them to be ſharers of his future ſucceſs and expecta- 


failing over in great numbers, they thought to take 


the Britains being reſolved to the laſt to defend tbem- 
ſelves and their country zgainſt theſe treacherous 


them to their primitive habitations. For when the 


tal extirpation of the Britiſh nation, they preſently fs 
betook themſelves to their Twords, and in a ſhort 


time became ſignally famous for their valour and 


. though the z recovery of Britain proved im- 
5. racticable for want of power; the Saxons having 


mercifully leſſened the force and number of the Bri- 
xains, King Vortigern loved his eaſe too well to ob- 
{erve their practices; and beſides, became ſo fooliſhly + 
| epamoured with the anger of "Hengiſt, which pur» 
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their faith was given of both ſides; ; the Saxons ſtipu- 
lating to defend: the Britains country, 'and the Britains 
to give the Saxons a ſatisfactory reward for all the 
pains and dangers they ſhould undergo upon their 
account. At firſt the Saxons ſhewed themſelyes very 


the Scots and Picts; who being probably ignorant of 
boldly advanced to the heart of the country. But 


not anſwerable to their ſervice and deſerts, they qua- | 
relled with the Britains, and inſtead of ſupporting them 
according to oath, entered into a league with their 


whom he had to do, ſent over to acquaint his count 


tions. To his invitation they readily comply, and 


poſſeſſion of that country, which fortune promiſed : 
ſhould be their own: but they mvſt fight for it firſt 1 


practices of the Saxons ; and if poſſible, to drive 


Britains became ſenſible of the undermining aim of ; 
the Saxons, how they ſecretly endeavoured the to- 


conduct. This the Saxons afterwards grieyouſly felr, , 


y maſſacres and other treacherous means, moſt un- 


aa Lie GW | | polely, 
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poſely was laid to intrap him, that the Saxon upon 
the ſtrength of their marriage began to carve for him- 
ſelf, and during Vortigern's reign, laid ſo firm a foun- 
dation for the Saxon conqueſt, : that the ſucceeding 
Britiſh kings, though famouſly valiant, could never 
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undermine it. This Scottiſhneſs of his father, young | 
5 Vortimer could not at length endure; to ſee himſelf ; 
. and his country ſo. openly and ſhamefully impoſed up- ; 
on by ſtrangers; and therefore he reſolved to take the , 
: Britiſh government upon himſelf, and to endeavour ö 
* the univerſal expulſion of the Saxons, With him the f 
5 Britiſh nobility willingly join, and after ſeveral fa- q 
| mous victories over the Saxons, he was unhappily poi- ] 
| ſoned by a Saxon lady, After him the Britains brave- x 
| ly defended themſelves againſt the prevailing greatneſs g 
Jo of the Saxons, under theſe valiant princes, Aurelius ö 
' Ambroſius, Uter Pendragon, Arthur, Conſtantine II. } 
85 Aurelius Conanus, Vortiper, and Maelgon. To him ; 
| | ſucceeded Careticus; in whoſe time the Saxons aſpiring f 
| to a total conqueſt of Britain, invited over one Gur- . 
mundus, a Norwegian pirate, who had lately ſignali- | 

zed himſelf in Ireland, and obtained a conqueſt over F 
| that kingdom, Him they employ to march againſt k 
. Careticus, who being overcome and vanquiſhed by 7 
5 him, the Britains were forced, ſome to retire beyond 1 


the rivers Severn and Dee, ſome to Cornwal, and te 
reſt to Little Britain in France. The Britiſh affairs 
were now brought very low, and their government 
reduced within a very narrow compaſs; ſo that the 
title of the Kings of Britain, can be but ſuperficially 
attributed to the ſucceeding princes, Cadwan, Cad- 
waljan, and Cadwa lader. 
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Cipwarapes, ſurnamed Bhendiged, : or the 

Bleſſed, was the laſt of Britiſh race, that enjoyed the 

title of King of Britain; after him, the Welch, who, 

were the moſt numerous remains of the Britains, diſ- 
' daining to own any ſubjection to the oppreſſing Saxons, 
ſet up a new government among themſelves, and 
altered the flile of Britiſh kings to that of princes 

of Wales. But whilft Cadwalader ruled in 5 8 5 

a very ſevere famine, attended with a raging peſti- 
| lence, which affuredly ſprung from the continued 
war, which was fo eagerly carried on betwixt the 
Britains and Saxons, happened in the iſland, which 
occaſioned a moſt lamentable mortality among his 
ſubjects; infomuch that he was compelled, together 
with a great number of his nobility and others, to 
retire for refuge to his couſin Alan, King of Lhydaw, 
= -. or Little Britain in France, There he was ſure to 
= meet with all civility ſuitable to his quality and condi: 
tion, as well, becauſe of his own near relation 
and conſanguinity to Alan, as upon the account 
that their ſubjects were originally one and the 

fame people: for the Britains of France, about the 
year of Chriſt 384, went over out of this iſland under 

the command of Conan, Lord of Meriadoc, to the aid 
of Maximus the tyrant, againſt the emperor Gratianus. 
For this ſervice Maximus granted to Conan and hig 
followers the country of Armorica, where the Britains 
having driven out the former inhabitants, ſeated them. 
ſelves, and erected a kingdom, which laſted for many 
years under ſeveral kings, whoſe names and ſucceſſion 
we as follows: 35 os 
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The L1ST of the ARMORICAN KINGS, 


1. Conan Meriadoc, 13. Conobertus, 
2. Gradlonus, 134. Budicus. II. 
3. Salomon J. 13. Theordoricus. 

4. Auldranus. 16. Ruhalhonus. 


6. Budicus I. 17. Daniel Dremroſt, 1, e. 
0 6. Howelus Magnus. rubicunda facie. 
e 7. Howelus II. 18. Aregſtanus, | 
o 8. Alanus J. 19, Maconus, + 
A 9. Howelus III. 20. Neomenius. 
| 10. Gilquellus, 221. Haruſpogius, 

11. Salomon IT, 22. Salomon III. 


12. Alanus II, 


Alan II. then reigned in Little Britain, when Cad- 
walader was forced to forſake his own dominions, and 
to retire beyond the ſeas. He was deſcended from 
Kune the ſon of Mailgon Gwyneth, King of Great 


rr 


: Britain, by a daughter married to Howel the ſecond, | 
King of Little Britain, This kingdom remained firm, 

I till Salomon III. who was treacherouſly {lain by his 

| own ſubjects; upon which [unlucky accident, the 

| kingdom was converted to an earldom, - whereof one 

5 Alan was the firſt, a valiant and warlike prince, who _ 
| ſtoutly reſiſted the Normans, and frequently vanquiſhed _ 
and oyercame then. E 8 


But after that Cadwalader had continued ſome time 
with Alan, the plague being abated in Britain he pur- 
poſed to return, and if poſſible, to recover that part 

_ of his kingdom which the Saxons were now in pol- 
ſeſſion of, He received frequent intelligence of their 
number and increaſe, how they fairly bid for the 
conqueſt of that country, which had: been governed 
by Britiſh kings for the ſpace of 1827 years. This 
troubled him exceedingly, and though he had little 
hopes of. prevailing by the ſtrength and number 
of his forces, yet he made the beſt preparation 
that the opportunity would permit, and diſpatched 
bs fleet for the tranſportation of his army, which 
P „ _—_—_—— 
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conſiſted partly of his own ſubjects, and artly of 
ſuch ſuccours as he received Form Alan, Whilſt he 
vigorouſly 8 this deſign, and was ready to 


r Britain; his voyage was prevented by 


a meſſage from heaven; which counſeled him to 


and inſtead of 185 05 the Britiſn crown, 


lay aſide the thoughts of recovering his kingdom, 
becauſe it was already decreed above, that the Bri- 


tains ſhould no longer enjoy the government of Bri- 


tain, till the propheſy of Merlyn Ambroſe was fulfil. ; 


ed. And inſtead of a voyage to Britain, he is or- 


dered to take his journey to Rome, where he ſhould 
receive holy orders at the hands of Pope e 

aye 
his own crown ſhaved off, and be initiated into the 
order of the monks. Whether this viſion was fig. 


nified to him in a dream, or by the jmpoſitious illu- 


ſions of ſome wicked ſpirit; or whether it may be a 
fantaſtical conceit - his own, being a man of a 
mild and eaſy temper, wearied with troubles and 
miſeries, is very dubi 0053 only this is certain, that 
he never returned again to Britain, after he had gone 


cover to Alan. But Cadwaladar had no ſooner receiv. 


ed this Viſion, but immediately he relates the whole 


do his friend Alan, who preſently conſults all his pro- 


| 3 books, chiefly the famous works of the two 


erlins, Ambtoſe and Silveſter: the firſt is ſaid to bs 


begotten on a ſpirit, and born in the town of Car- 


marthen, whence he received the name of Merlin, | 
and to flouriſh in the reign of King Vortigern. The 
latter called Caledonius, from the foreſt Caledon in 
Scotland, and Silveſter or Merlyn Wylht, by reaſon 
he fell mad and lived deſolately after 8885 he 54 ſeen Yo 


| a monſtrous ſhape in the air, propheſied in the time 


of King Arthur,” and far more full and intelligible . 


than the former, Both theſe were in great reverence . 
and reputation among the Britains, and their works 


very religiouſly preſerved, and upon any conſiderable 
occaſion moſt venerably conſulted, They were o 


opinion, that nothing could eſcape their Knowledge; 
and that no accident of moment or revolution 9 


* which they not ker and was to be : 


dico: 
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diſcovered : in their writings, In the conſultation 
therefore of their propheſies, and the words which 
an eagle is ſaid to have ſpoken at the building af 
Caer Septon, now Shaftſbury; namely, that the 1 
| tains muſt loſe the government of Britain till the 
bones of King Node. Were brought. back from 
Rome. Alan WT out that the time was now come, 
when theſe propheſies were to be accompliſbed, and 
the Britains forced to quit their native inheritance to 
ſtrangers and _inyaders. Upon this he adyiſed Cad- 
"1 9 to, obey the commands, and follow the coun- 
d {el of the viſion, | and to haſten his Journey for Rome. 
2 This he was willing to ſubmit to, being deſirous to 
| ſpend the remainder of his days in peace and quiet- 
neſs, which before he had no opportunity to enjoy. 
To Rome therefore he haſtens, where he was kindly 
received by Pope Sergius: and after eight years ſpent 
there in Nety and devotion, he died in the year 688, 
and with him the kingdom and total een of che 
Britains over this iſland. 
King Cadwalader is ſaid to have been a confiderable - 
| benefactor. to the abby of e Vawr in Arvon, 
upon which he beſtowed the Lordſhip of Grayanoc, 
This place was primarily founded by 8. Beuno, to 
whom it ix dedicated, who was the ſon of Hywgi - is 
| Gwynlliw ap Glywis ap Tegid ap Cadell, a prince or 
= Feed of Glewiſig, brothers fon to S. Cadoc ap Gwyn- 
5 lliw, ſometime biſhop of Beneventum in Italy. He 
5 was by the mothers ſide couſin German to Laudarus 
55 the firſt abbot of Enlli, or the iſland of Bardſey; and 
to Kentigern biſhop of Glaſgow in Scotland, Ac of. 
 Lhanelyey, or S. Afaph in Wales; which laſt was 
ſon to Owen Regent of Scotland, and grandſon ta 
Urien King of Cumbria. The building of a mona- 
158 at Glynnoc happened upon this tes Beuna 
ving raiſed to lite, as the tradition goes, S, Wen: 
fryd, who. was beheaded by one Caradoc, a lord in 
North Wales, upon the account that he would not 
| yield to his unchaſte deſires, became in very great 
Eſteem with King Cadvan, who beſtowed upon him 
Kerken lands n to build a monakterye. wall 
wallen 
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wallon alſd, Cadran's ſon, gave him the lands of 
Gwareddoc, where beginning to build a church, a 
certain woman with a child in her arms prevented 
bis further progreſs, aſſuring him, that thoſe lands 
were the proper inheritance of chat child. Beuno 
was ſo exceeding troubled at this, and without 
any more conſideration on the matter, taking the 
woman along with him, he went in all haſte to Caer 
Sevant (ealled by the Romans Segontium, now Car- 
narvon) where King Cadwallon then kept his Court; 
when he was come before the king, he told him with 
a great deal of zeal and concern, that he had not 
done well to devote to God's ſervice what was ano- 
ther man's inheritance, and therefore demanded 
back of him the golden ſeep ter he had given him in 
lieu and conſideration of 1 ſaid n which the 
king refuſing to do, was preſently excommunicated by 
Beuno, who thereupon departed and went away. But 
a certain perſon called Gwyddeiant, the king's couſine 
german, hearing what had happened, immediately 
purſue aſter Beuno; whom when he had overtaken, 


beſtowed upon Pim (for the good of his own ſoul 


and the kings) the townſhip of Clynncovawr, being 
his. undoubted inheritance , where Beuno built a 
church, about the year 616, about which time King 

Cadvan died, leaving his ſon Cadwallon to Wee 


him. And not long before this time, Eneon Bhrenin, 8 
or Anianus King of the Seots, a conſiderable prince 


in the north of Britain, leaving all his royalty in 
thoſe parts, came to Lhyn in Gwyneth, where he 
built a church, which is ſtill called from him, Lhan 
Eingan Bhrenin; ; Where he is ſaid to have ſpent the 
remainder of his days in the fear and ſervice of God, 
He was ſon to Oven Danwyn, the ſon of Eneon Yrth, 
ſon to Cunedha Wledig king of Cambria, and a great 
prince in the north, and couſin- german to the great 


| Maelgwyn Gwyneth King of Britain, whoſe father was 


Caſwallon-law-hir, the brother of Owen Danwyn; and 
his mother Medif the daughter of Voylda ap Talu - 
Traws of W ag This 18 died about the 
Ten; 586, 


| 
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Wir Cadwaladar was departed for Rome, Alan 
began to reflect upon the ſtate and condition f 
Great Britain; he imagined with himſelf that the 
recovery of it was not impracticable, but that a con- 
fiderable army might regain what the Saxons now 
quietly poſſeſſed. Therefore he was reſolved to try 
the utmoſt, and to ſend over all the forces he was 
able to draw together; not doubting the conqueſt of 
ſome part of Britain, in caſe the whole ſhould prove 
irrecoverable; He was the more encouraged to this 
expedition, by reaſon that the advantage was like to 
be his own, and no one could challenge the govern- 
ment of Britain, in caſe fortune ſhould deliver it to 
his hands, Cadwalader was gone to Rome, and in all 
probability never to return; his ſon Edwal Ywrch, or 
the Roe, was young and under the tuition of Alan 
ſo that the event of this expedition muſt of neceſſity _ 
fall to himſelf, or by his conceſſion to his ſon Ivor, : 
who was to be chief in the undertaking. Having 
raiſed a conſiderable army, conſiſting chiefly of his 
own ſubjects, with what remained of the Britains 
that came over with King Cadwaladar, he diſpatched - 
it for Britain, under the command of his fon Ivor, 
and his nephew Ynyr: they ſafely landed in the 
weſtern parts of Britain, which put the Saxons in- 
to ſo great a fright, that immediately they drew up 
all their power to oppoſe them, and to hinder their 
progreſs into the country. The. Britains, though 
ſomewhat fatigued with their voyage, _— e : 
them battle, and after a very great ſlaughter of the 
Saxons, poſſeſſed themſelves of the countries of 
Cornwal, Devon, and Somerſetſhires. This proved a 

fortunate beginning for the Britains, and gave them 
great hopes of farther ſucceſs in the recovery of cheir 

e eee eee RUA country; 
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country; but that could hot be expected without | 


great oppoſition, and ſeveral hot engagements with 


the Saxons, This they were immediately made ſen- 


ſible: of; for they had ſcarce: time to breath; and to re- 


cover their ſpirits after the laſt battle, but Kentwinus, 
King of the Weſt-Saxons marched againſt them with 
a powerful army, conſiſting of Saxons and Angles.” 
The Britains reſolved: to fight them; but whilſt both 
armies were in view of each other, they thought it 


more adviſeable to ceaſe from any hoſtility, and to 
enter into articles of compoſition. Ivor ſeemed 


already ſatisfied with his conqueſt, and willingly 


agreed to marry Ethelberga, Kentwyn's couſin, and 
peaceably to enjoy for his life ſo much as he was ak 


ready in poſſeſſion of. This he faithfully obſerved du- 


ring the reign; of Kentwyn, and his nephew Cadwal'z 
who, after two years, reſigned the kingdom of the 


Weſt-Saxons to his couſin Ivor, And now Ivor was 
become unexpectedly powerful, being King as well 
of the Saxons, as Britains that inhabited the Weſ⸗ 


tern parts of the iſland. He was now able to un- 
dertake ſomewhat conſiderable, and therefore began 


to fall foul upon his neighbours the kings of Kent, 


the Weſt-Saxons, and Mercia, whom he vanquiſhed” 
in ſeveral battles. But being at length tired with the 
weight of government, he went to Rome, after the 


example of Cadwaladar, and reſigned the rule of the 
Saxons to his coulin Adelred, leaving the Britains to the 
care of Roderick Molwynoc, the ſon of Edwal Ywrch. 


This Ivor founded the abby of Glaſtenbury, called' 


in the Britiſh tongue Ynys Avalon; where there hac 
been a chriſtian church for ſeveral years before, and the” 


firſt that was ever erected in Britain. For Joſeph of 
Arimathea being ſent by Philip the apoſtle in the dayͤs 


of Arviragus, An. Chr. 53. to preach the goſpel in Bri- 
tain, ſeated himſelf here, and built a church for the Bri- 
tiſn chriſtians, This church afterwards Ivor converted 


into an abby, which he endowed With very large poſ- a | 
ſeſſions; being famous for the burying-place of Joſepn 


of Arimathea, and King Arthur. He beſtowed alſo 


ſome lands upon the church of Wincheſter 
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But there happened ſeveral caſualties in his time. 
Brythe, a Subject to Egfride King of Northumberland, 
paſſed over to Ireland, and waſted and deſtroyed a great 
part of that Kingdom. In the fourth year of his reign 
there happened a remarkable earthquake in the Iſle of 


Man, which much diſturbed and annoyed the Inhabi- 


tants ; and the year following 1 it rained blood both in 


tg: 
” . 
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Britain and Ireland. This occaſioned the butter and 


milk to reſemble the colour of blood; and two years. 


after the Moon alſo appeared all bloody. Theſe acci- 


dents of nature might preſage ſome tumults and dif- 


turbances in the Kingdom; which were very great in 


his time. For he was almoſt in perpetual hoſtility with 


the Kings of Kent, Weſt-Sex, and Mercia; which oc- 
caſioned great bloodſhed and ſlaughter in Britain. His 


Journey to Rome put an end to all theſe commotions, 


from whence he never did return, but ended his days 5 


80 in the Practice of piety and 3 
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FI H E Government of che Britains Ivor reſig ned to 
Roderick Molwinoc the ſon of Edwal Ywrch, — be- 


gan his reign An. 720. But Adelred, King of the A.D. #26 4 


Weſt-Saxons, was A pleased that Ivor had not beſtow- 
ed upon him his whole kingdom; and upon that ac- 


cCount he is reſolved to trouble and plague Roderick and 
his Britons, He raifed immediately a powerful army, 


and with all his forces marched to Devonſhire. which 


he deſtroyed with fire and ſword. From thence he pro- 


ceeds to Cornwal, intending to make that country, ſen- 


ſible of the ſame miſery; but he came far ſhort of his FL 
expectation; for upon his entrance into the county, the 
Britains oppoſed him, and gave him. battel, where he 


was vanquiſhed, and forced to retire with all ſpeed: to 


hid own dominions.- This victory 1 the Britains = 
21 - : ca. 
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led Gwaeth Heilyn; from the place where this bat: 
tle was fought. The year following, the Britains 
again obtained two notable victories over the Sax- 
ons, the one at a place called Garth Maclawch if 
North-Wales, the other at Pencoſt in South- Wales; 


But the joy and ſatisfaction which the Britains enter- 
tained of theſe ſucceſſes, was ſomewhat abated by the 
death of Belin the ſon of Elphin, a Man of noble birth; 
and great worth among them. 25 


About the ſame time Celredus King of Mercia died; 
and was ſucceeded by Ethelbaldus, who being very 


deſirous to annex that fertile and pleaſant country 


lying between the rivers Severti ahd Wye to his 
kingdom of Mercia, entred Wales with a puiſſant 


army. He deftroyed and ravaged the country be- 
fore him, to Carno, a mountain lying not far from 


Abergavenny, where he was met with by the Britains 
between whom a bloody and ſore battle was fought _ 
in the year 728. but the victory proved very dubi- 
ED 1 5 e 
Not long after died venerable Bede, who was edu- 
cated and brought up in the Abby of Wyrnetham or 


Iarewe; a man of great learning and extenſive. 
knowledge; who wrote ſeveral books, one of which 
entitled, the Ecleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the Engliſh Na- 

tion; he dedicated to Cleolwolfe King of Northumber- 


land. The ſame time Adelred King of the Weſt!Sax- 


ons, and Ethelbald King of Mercia, united their forces, 
and jointly marched to fight againſt the Britains. 


The Welch were now put to very hard ſtreights, and _ 
forced to oppoſe the numerous armies of two power- 
ful kings. However, fight they muſt, or fuffer their 


country to be miſerably over-run by their inveterate 
enemies. Both armies being engaged, a very diſmal 

battle enſued thereupon, and a very great ſlaugh- > 
ter happened on both ſides, but the Saxons -prevaik - _ 


ing by the number of their forces, obtained a very 


bloody victory over the powerleſs Britains Burk 


Adelred, who was ſhortly followed by Edwyn King of | | 


the Picts, did not long ſurvive this battle; and Cudred 


took upon him the government of the Weſt-Sazons. 
of The 


G 9 N g 
* 25 ET Y 9 
* N * 3 : 2 
* A 7 xg" + * : 
b N . 4 
* un 
5 7 — 
* 0 X 


- Tar HISBTORY'&'WALES 
The Welch found themſelves. unable to cope with the 
Jaxons, and roo weak to repreſs their endleſs incur- 
| Gons; therefore they apply themſelves to Cudred and 


22 


17 


joined in league with him, who upon ſome occaſion 


or other, was actually fallen out with Ethelbald King 
of Mercia But Ethelbald was fo proud with the ſuc- 
ceſs of the laſt engagement, that notwithſtanding the 


A. D. 746 


league wich Cudred, he muſt needs again fall upon 


the Welch. He advanced as far as Hereford, where 
the Britains, by the help of Cudred, gave him a ſignal 


overthrow, and cauſed him to repent of his raſh and 
precipitous expedition. But ſhortly after, Cudred and 


_ Ethelbald were unluckily reconciled, and made friends 


together, and Cudred relinquiſhing the Welch, joined his 


forces to Ethelbald's. Hereupon enſued another bat- 
tle, in which the Welch being greatly overpowered, 
were vanquiſhed by the Saxons; after which victory, 


Cudred ſhortly died. To him ſucceeded Sigebert, a 


man of a looſe and vicious inclination; who for his 


ill behaviour in the management of his kingdom, was 
in a ſhort: time expelled and deprived by his nobility, 
and at laſt miſerably ſlain by a raſcally ſwincherd. 


After him Kenulphwas choſen king of the Weſt- Saxofis, 


Ann. 750. in whoſe time died Theodore the ſon of 
Belin, a man of great efteem and reputation among 


A. D. 750. 


the Britains. And about the ſame time, a remarkable 


battle was fought between the Britains and the Picts, 


at a place called Magedawce; in which the Picts were 
put to a total rout, and Dalargan their king caſually 
lain. But the Britains did not ſucceed fo well againſt 
the Saxons ; for Roderic Molwynoc was at length for- 
ced to forſake the weſtern countries of Britain, and 
to claim his own inheritance in North Wales. The 
ſons of Bletius or Bledericus Prince of Cornwal and 
Devonſhire, who was one of them that vanquiſhed 
Adelred and Ethelbert at Bangor on the river Dee,” had 


enjoyed the government of N orth Wales ever ſince 
Cacdfan was choſe King of Britain. Rodericitherefore 


demanded the government of this country as his 
right, which he was now. willing to accept of, ſeeing - 
he was forced to quit what he had hitherto poſſeſſeds = 
e — — EE I: — = 
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led Gwaeth Heilyn; from the place where this bat 


A. D. 521. tle was fought. The year following, the Britains 


again obtained two notable victories over the Sax- 


ons, the one at a place called Garth Maclawch itt 
North- Wales, the other at Pencoſt in South- Wales. 
But the joy and ſatisfaction which the Britains enter- 


tained of theſe ſucceſſes, was ſomewhat abated by the 


death of Belin the fon of Elphin, a Man of noble birth, Z 


and great worth among them. 

About the ſame time Celredus King of Mercia died; 
and was ſucceeded by Ethelbaldus, hs being very 
deſirous to annex that fertile and pleaſant country 


lying between the rivers Sever and Wye to his 
kingdom of Mercia, entred Wales with a puiffant 


army. He deſtroyed and ravaged the country be- 


fore him, to Carno, a mountain lying not far from 
Abergavenny, where he was met with by the Britains 
between whom a bloody and fore battle was fought 
in the year 728. but the victory proved very dubi- 


table. 


Not long after died venerable Bede, who was edu- A 
cated and brought up in the Abby of Wyrnetham or 
Iarewe; a man of great learnihg and extenſive 


Knowledge; who wrote ſeveral books, one of which 


entitled, che Ecleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the Engliſh Na- 
tion; he dedicated to Cleolwolfe King of Northumbers 
land. The fame time Adelred King of the Weſt:Sax= _ 
ons, and Ethelbald King of Mercia, united their forces, - 
and jointly marched to fight . againſt the Britains. 
The Welch were now put to very "hard ſtreights, and 
forced to oppoſe the numerous armies of two power- 
ful kings. However, fight they muſt, or fuffer their 
; country to be miſerably | over- run by their inveterate 
enemies. Both armies being engaged, a very diſmal 
battle enſued thereupon, and a very great flaugh- - 
ter happened on both ſides, but the Saxons prevail. 
ing by the number of their forces, obtained a very 
bloody victory over the powerleſs Britains. But 
Adelred, who was ſhortly followed by Edwyn King of 
the Picts, did not long ſurvive this battle; and Cudred 
took DOPE: him the government of the — 1 
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| The Welch found themſelves: unable to cope with the _ 
Jaxons, and too weak to repreſs their endleſs incur- 
Gons ; therefore they apply themſelves to Cudred and 
joined in league with him, who upon ſome occaſion 
or other, was actually fallen out with Ethelbald King 
of Mercia But Ethelbaid was fo proud with the ſuc- A. D. 746 
ceſs of the laſt engagement, that notwithſtanding the AS 
league with Cudred, he muſt needs again fall upon 
the Welch. He advanced as far as Hereford, where 
the Britains, by the help of Cudred, gave him a ſignal 
overthrow, and cauſed him to repent of his raſh and 
precipitous expedition. But ſhortly after, Cudred and 
Ethelbald were unluckily reconciled, and made friends 
together, and Cudred rehnquiſhing the Welch, joined his 
forces to Ethelbald's. Hereupon enſued another bat- 
tle, in which the Welch being greatly overpowered, 
were vanquiſhed by the Saxons; after which victory, 
Cudred ſhortly died. To him ſucceeded Sigebert, a 
man of a looſe and vicious inchination; who for his 
ill behaviour in the management of his kingdom, was 
in a ſhort time expelled and deprived by his nobility, 
and at laſt miſerably ſlain by a raſcally ſwincherd. 
After him Kenulph was choſen king of the Weſt-Saxohs, TY 
Ann. 750. in whoſe time died Theodore the ſon of A. D. 350. 
Belin, a man of great efileem and reputation amon IE 
the Britains. And about the fame time, a remarkable 
battle was fought between the Britains and the Pics, 
at a place called Magedawc; in which the Picts were 
put to a total rout, and Dalargan their king caſually 
lain. But the Britains did not ſucceed ſo well againſt 
the Saxons ; for Roderic Molwynoc was at length for- 
ced to forſake the weſtern countries of Britain, and 
to claim his own inheritance in North Wales. The 
ſons of Bletius or Bledericus Prince of Cornwal and 
Devonſhire, who was one of them that vanquiſhed 
Adelred and Ethelbert at Bangor on the river Dee, had 
enjoyed the government of North Wales ever ſince 
Cadfan was choſe King of Britain. Roderiqtherefore 
demanded the government of this country as his =} 
right, which he was now willing to accept of, ſeeing 
he was forced to quit e he had hitherto poſſeſſed. 
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A. D. 755. 


daythwy took upon him the government and prin- 


King of Northumberland, and was ſucceeded by Ol⸗ 


of Rome according to the order of the council of Nice 
always obſerved Eaſter- day the next Sunday after the 


Howel after that he had in all — over the Bri- 


ſettled in his throne, but the Saxons began to make 
in- roads into his country, to ſpoil and deſtroy what 
they conveniently could meet with. They were a- 

nimated hereto by the bad ſucceſs of Roderic; and 
hire, they thought it practicable to drive them out 


hole Ifland to themſelves. This was their aim, and 
| this they endeavoured to put in execution; but they 


was fought between them l the Welch, in which 


between the Britains and Saxons, concerning the ob- 


differ from the church of Rome in the celebration of 


Tu: HISTORY or WALES. 
But he did long enjoy it, but died in a ſhort time, 
leaving behind him two ſons Conan Tindaythwy and 


tains thirty years. 


CONAN TIN DAYTHW V. 


„ SSH Ting nt ns 


| EIN 8 
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Ro dene Molwyrioc being dead, his ſon Conan Tin- 


cipality of Wales, in the year 755. He was fcarce 


having forced the Britains out of Cornwal and Devon 


of Wales too, and ſo to reduce the poſſeſſion of the 


were met with at Hereford, where a fears battle 


Dyfwal the fon of Theodore a ſtout and valiant folder, 
was flain- And ſhortly afterwards died Athelbert 


wil. 
About the fame time bappened a religious quarrel 


ſervation of the feaſt of Eaſter, which Elbodius a 
learned and a pious Man, endeavoured to rectify in 
Wales, and to reduce it to the Roman calculation, 
which the Saxons always obſerved. The Britains did 


this feaſt; and the difference was this. The church 
14th day of the Moon; fo that it never happened 
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Offa was made King of Mercia, and Brichtrich of 


Tur HISTORY 65 WALES, 
Britains on the other hand, celebrated their Eaſter up- 
on the 14th and ſo forward to the 2oth, which oc- 
caſioned this difference, that the Sunday obſerved as 
Eaſter-day by the Britains, was but Palm- Sunday with 


the Saxons. Upon this account the Saxons did moſt 


uncharitably traduce the Britains, and would ſcarcely 
allow them the name and title of Chriſtians. Here- 
upon, about the year 660, a great conteſt happened, 
managed on the one part by Colman and Hylda, who de- 


fended the rites and celebration of the Britains; and 


Gilbert and Wilfride on the paft of the Saxons: Hylda 


was the niece of Edwine king of Northumberland, 
educated by Pauline and Aedan. She publickly op- 


poſed Wilfride and other ſuperſtitious monks, as to 


ſuch trifles and bigotry in religion, alledging out 
of Polycrates, the fact of Irenæus, who withſtood 
Victor biſhop of Rome upon the ſame account; and 


the cuſtom of the churches of Aſia obſerved by 


W &:. John the Evangeliſt, Phitip the Apoſtle, Polycarpus 


and Melito; and likewiſe obſerved in Britain by Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea; who firſt preached the goſpel 


* #& 


the Weſt-Saxons; about which time died Fermael the 


ſon of Edwal and Cemoyd King of the Picts. The 
Saxons did daily encroach upon the lands and terri- 
tories of the Welch beyond the river Severn, but 


more eſpecially towards the ſouth part of the coun- 


try. Theſe encroachments the Welch could nor en- 
dure; and therefore were reſolved to recover their 


own, and to drive the Saxons our of their country. 
The Britains of South-Wales; as receiving the greateſt 


injury and diſadvantage from the Saxons, preſently 
took up arms and entered into the country of Mer- 
cia; which they favaged and deſtroyed with fire and 
ſword. And ſhortly after, all the Welch joined their 
forces together; fell upon the Saxons, and forced them 
to retire beyond the Severn, and then returned home, 
with a very conſiderable ſpoil of Engliſh cattle. 
The Welch finding the advantage of this laſt incur- 
lion, and how that by theſe means they gauled and 


G4 vexed 
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20 Taz HISTORY or WALES. 
vexed the Saxons, frequently practiſed the fame ; and 
entering their country by ſtealth, they killed and 
deſtroyed all before them; and driving their cattle 
beyond the river, ravaged and laid waſte the whole 
country. Offa King of Mercia not being able to 
endure theſe daily incurſions and depredations of the 
Melch, entered into a league with the reſt of the Sax. 
on Kings, to bend their whole force againſt the 
Welch; who having raiſed a very ſtrong and numerous 
army, paſſed the Severn into Wales. The Welch be- 
ing far too weak to oppoſe and encounter ſo great an 
army, quitted the even and plain country, lying 
upon the banks of Severn and Wye, and retired to 
the mountains and rocks, where they knew they 
could be moſt ſafe from the inveterate and revenge. 
ful arms of the Saxons. But as ſoon as the Saxons 
decamped, being not able to effect any thing againſt 
them in theſe ſtrong and natural fortifications, the 
Welch ſtill made inroads into their territories, and 
ſeldom returned without ſome conſiderable booty 
and advantage. 'The Saxons were heartily nettled 
at theſe bo-peeping ravagers, and would compliment 

them ſtill to their holes, but durſt not purſue them 
further, for fear they ſnould be entrapped by ſuch as 
defended the ſtreights and paſſages into the rocks. 
King Offa perceiving that he could effect nothing by 

| theſe meaſures, annexed the country about Severn and 
Wye to his kingdom of Mercia, and planted the ſame | 
with Saxons. And for a farther ſecurity againſt the 

_ endleſs invaſions of the Welch, he made a deep ditch, 
extending from one ſca to the other, called Clawdh | 

_ , Offa, or Offa's dike; upon which account, the royal 
ſeat of the Princes (of Powys was tranſlated from 
Pengwern, now eee to Mathraval't in Montgos 

| meryſnire. 

45.7% While cheſs things are e in | the? went the 

To Danes began to grow: powerful at ſea, and durſt ven- 
ture to land in the north of England; but without 
doing any great hurt, being forced to betake them- 
ſelves to their ſhips. again. Within fix years after, 
they landed again in WR numbers, and proved much 
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more terrible; they ravaged and deſtroyed a great part 
of Linley and Northumberland, over-run the beſt part 
of Ireland, and miſerably waſted Rechreyn, At the 


4 fame time a conſiderable battle was fought at Ruth- 


land between the Saxons and the Welch, wherein Ca- 
radoe King of North Wales was killed. The govern- 
ment of Wales was as yet green, and not firmly root- 


21 


ed, by reaſon of the perpetual quarrels and diſtur- 


=_ bances between the Welch and the Saxons ; fo that 


the chief perſon or lord of any country aſſumed to 
| himſelf the title of king. Caradoc was a per- 

| ſon of great eſteem and reputation in North Wales, 
and one that did very much contribute towards the ſe- 


curity of the country, againſt the incurſions of the 
Saxons. He was ſon to Gwyn, the ſon of Colhoyn, 


the ſon of Ednowen, ſon to Blethyn, the ſon of Ble- 
cius or Bledericus Prince of Cornwall and Devonſhire, 


Offa King of Mercia did not long ſurvive him, and 


= was ſucceeded by his ſon Egfert, who 1 in a ſhort time 


left his kingdom alſo to Kenulphus, a year after that 


Egbertus was created King of the Weſt Saxons. About 
he ſame time died Arthen ſon to Sitſylht, the ſon of 
_ Clydawc King of Cardigan; and ſometime after, Run 
King of Dyfed, and Cadelh King of Powys : who were 
followed by Elbodius Archbiſhop of North Wales, be- 


fore whoſe death happened a very ſevere eclipſe of 
the ſun. The year following, the moon was like- 
wiſe eelipſed upon Chriſtmas-day, Theſe fatalities 
and eclipſes did portend no ſucceſs to the Welch af: 
fairs; the laying of St. Davids in aſhes by the Weſt 
Saxons being followed by a general and a very grie- 
vious murrain of cattle, which was like to impoveriſh 
the whole country, The following year Owen the 


A. D. gos 


ſon of Meredith, the ſon of Terudos, dyed; and the 


Caſtle of Peganuy was famed” and e ye" 


thunder. 


But cheſe ſeveral loſſes which phe Welch ſuſtained 


could not reconcile Prince Conan and his brother 
Howel; but they muſt needs quarrel ard contend with 


one another, when they had the greateſt occaſion ta 
einersee and unite their endeavours againſt the com- 
3 C 3 . man. 
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mon enemy. Howel claimed the iſle of Angleſey, as 


part of his father's inheritance, which Conan would 


no means hearken to, nor conſent that his brother 


ſhould take poſſeſſion of it. It was the cuſtom of 
Wales, that a father's eſtate ſhould be equally diſtri- 
buted between all his ſons; and Howel by virtue of 
this cuſtom, commonly called Gavelkind from the 
word Gafel to hold; claimed that iſland, as his fa- 


ther's eſtate, The cuſtom of Gavelkind has been the 


occaſion of the ruin and diminution of the eſtates 


ot all the ancient Nobility in Wales; which being 
_ endlefly divided between the ſeveral ſons of the ſame 


family, where at length reduced to nothing. From 


hence allo proceeded ſeveral unnatural wars and di- 


ſturbances between brothers; who being either not 
ſatisfied with their portions, or diſpleaſed with the 
country they were to poſſeſs, diſputed their right 


by dint of the ſword. This proved very true in 
this preſent inſtance ; for Howel would not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be cheated out of his paternal inheritance, 


and therefore he would endeayour to recover it by 


The Welch being thus at variance and enmity among 


and annoyed the country, and laid ſeveral houles and 


towns in aſhes. About the ſame time, Gruffith the 
ſon of Run a perſon of conſiderable quality in Wales, 
dyed; and Griffri the ſon of Kyngen, was treacher, 


ouſly murthered by the practices of his brother Elis. 


But Conan could not reſt ſatisfied with his brother 
Howel's forcible poſſeſſion of the Iſland of Angleſey, 
and therefore he was reſolved to give him another 
battle, and to force him to reſtore. and yield up the 


Poſe ion of that Coun, which he had now violently 


6 $5 a KS 


kept 


force of arms. Both armies being engaged, the 
victory fell to Howel, who immediately thereupon 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the iſland, and valiantly main- 
tained it againſt the power and strength of his bro. | 


ther Conan, 


themſelves, and ftriving how to deſtroy one another; 
had yet another diſaſter added to their misfortune, 
For the following year they received a very conſi- 
derable loſs by thunder, which very much ſpoiled 
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Sor WALES. 3 
kept in his hands. Howel on the other hand, being 
as reſolutely bent to maintain his ground, and not to 
deliver up a foot of what he was now, upon a double 
reſpect, viz. his father's legacy, and his late conqueſt, 
owner of; willingly met his brother, put him to flight, 
and killed a great number of his forces. Conan was 
cruelly enraged at this ſnameful overthrow, and there- 
fore made a firm reſolution, either to recover the 
Iſland from his brother, or to ſacrifice his life and 15 
his crown in the quarrel. Having drawn up all the 4. P. 8:7, 
forces he could raiſe together, he marched to An- 
gleſey to ſeek. his brother Howel; who being too weak, 
to encounter and oppoſe ſo conſiderable a number, 
was compelled to make his eſcape to the Iſle of Man, 
and to leave the Iſland of Angleſey to the mercy of 
his brother. But Conan did not live long to reap the 
ſatisfaction of this victory, but died in a ſhort time, 
leaving iſſue behind him, one only daughter called 
Eſylht, married to a nobleman of Wales named Mer- 
fyn Frych. He was ſon to Gwyriad or Uriet, the ſon 
of Elidure, who lineally deſcended from Belinus the 
brother of Brennus king of the Britains. His mo- 
ther was Neſt, the daughter of Cadelh king of Powys, 
the ſon of Brochwel Yſcithroc; who together with Cad- 
fan king of Britain, Morgan king of Demetia, and 
 Bledericus king of Cornwall, gave that memorable 
overthrow to Ethelred king of Northumberland, up- 
on the river Dee, in the year 617. This Brochwel by 
the Latin writers named Brecivallus and Brochmaelus, 
was a very conſiderable prince in that part of Britain, 
Called Powys- land; as alſo Earl of Cheſter, and lived 
in the town then called Pengwern Powys, now Salop; 
in the houſe where ſince the college of St, Chad ſtands. 
Hie was a great friend and a fayourer to the monks 
of Bangor, whoſe part he took againſt the Saxons that 
were ſet on by Auguſtine the monk, to proſecute tbem 
with fire and ſword, becauſe they would not forſakg 
the cuſtoms. of their own church, and conform to 
thoſe of Rome, „ Re oe Aut LT 
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MERFYN FRYCH 5 ESYLHT, ” 


* > Hos being dead, Merfyn Frych and his wife 
Eſylht, who was fole heir to Conan, took upon 
them the government or principality of Wales. 
This Merfyn was king of Man, and fon to Gwyriat 
and Neſt the daughter of Cadelh ap Brochwel ap Elis 
king of Powys. Howel being forcibly ejected out of 
Angleſey by his brother Conan Tindaethwy, eſcap- 
1ng to the Ifland of Man, was honourably and kind- 
15 received by Merfyn; in return of whoſe civilities 
Howel uſed ſuch means afterwards that Merfyn mar- 
ried Eſylht, the daughter and heir of his brother Co- 
nan, (though others ſay, that he died prefently after 
his eſcape to Merfyn.) Howel after that he had for a- 
bout five years enjoyed the Ifle of Man, and other 
lands in the north, given him by Merfyn to hold 
under him, died about the year 825; after whoſe 
death, they again returned to Merton.” whoſe an- 
ceſtors had always held the fame, under the kings 
of the Britains; and ſo, upon his marriage with E- 
ſylht, the Iſle of Man was annexed | to the crown of 
Wales, 5 A 
In the firſt year of ker reign, Egbert, the power- ; 
ful king of the Weſt Saxons, entered with a mighty 
army into Wales, deſtroyed and wafted the coun; 
try as far as Snowden Hills, and feized upon the 
lordſhip of Rhyvonioc in Denbighland. About the 
jame time a very ſore battle was fought in Angleſey, 
between the 'Saxons ant the Welch, called, from the 
place where this fight happened, the battle of Lhan- 
vaes: Fortune ſcemed all this while to frown upon 
the Welch, and their affairs ſucceeded very ill; for 
ihortly after that Egbert had advanced his colours 38 
far as Snowden, Kenulph king of Mercia waſted the 
£9unt ry of Welt Wales, over-ran and deſtroyed 


Kriz 


1 4 
* - 
} 
1 
* 
CE 
: 

« * N 
. +8 - 

7 ' 5 

4.461 
| 
1 
* 
", 
* OL) 
F by 
3 
* . 
4 
5 
* 

\ 1 oy, 

IJ +58 

1 

ol 

+ 

©. 

7 

iy 
$- 
Os 3 

FT. \ 
44% 

Ll * 4 4 3 

1 

I 

1 

Fs 

EM 

. 

* 14 * 

1. ' 

— 

g +2 

23TH 

12 a. 

77 « hs 

(4 * 

K Fl 4 

df * 874 

7 17 

2d iff 44 

bx { 

WT 

vg * 

1 [ 

bo > 7 

. by 
1 

+ 

Au 

1 1 

ny . 

.Y& 
n i434 / 

'Y 

"4 Y 
5; 7 ix 
\ 245 

= 

"i 5 K- 

1 

1 * : 

* 

+: 

=_ 
£72 oF 

L | z 
Wo. 

FR 

y . 

7 

. 
+9. 

5 4 7] 
'A 75 
3 
144 

. 

4. J . 
32) 
$1 JF 
| ob 

4.6 

.+* = 

1 8 

= 4 
dF = 

4 —— 7 

. 

1 L's 

 FATY 

3 

1 

1 19 
iv 
$31 

1 * 

= : 4 
= oh 

Pf.” 
8.5: 

i? j- 
+8 
111 
11 

p 

K By 
1 
bh: 4; 

AJ 

TW 11.5 

* ' 

187 

3 

* 15 

"To 

$4 

By 2% 

+ 2 


„ 

* 

1 
8 


v 
4 
„ 
bi 
} 
Y 
þ 
. 


2 


1 


. 
— ery — 0 
Re 


LEY 
Ts TE "Wh, 3 
PP 


my 
"* 40" 


* : ONE — — 4 v — * : 
ct "2- I n * 2 5 —— 

OY ROS Ces. Cake * ö * 9 - n ae" — as + ay 3 
> he OR 25 q Rn r 


— 


. 


I 1 * "x FY EPL 
o FD SEE. —— 
. at <A = if 7 0a OR EAPO ; its ef Letts 
5 9 


- _ p — _ 
POR ER * | ANNE : 28 - T - IIS rr . — 
. 2 * n 4.4 4 n + — * — — — 8 — 
N 7 4 = e 2 ", 1 — * — — — n r rr 2 
— 18 0 . . we SIO TE 
5 1 r n ; 9 _— a * N r — 


* 
r . i n TT... BETS ET ng I. . 2 
F 5 ../ ᷣͤ P...... ̃ĩðâ ßßßß, 7 §˙ “' 
ODE EEE ICE LL on le ili win 0 IO NET 
N — n . CF n VVV n WH Sz LIE. wm, 
PN eas PIT ROE VV 8 
4 - — Ld n 5 " EST » co 
"MG * BED” Wo. = 


7323 Wot 1 
n 


W 
5 8 45 


Oy 
7. ol 
= 
7 
3 
SPY 
* 
"ue 
33 
+% 
1 
bl 


Tixz'HISTORY'o0* WALES. 


Powis-land;' and oreatly diſturbed. and incommoded 


the Welch nation. Soon after this, Kenulph died, 


* 
4 
LL Sad 
5 
. 


and was ſucceeded by Kenelm ; 408 he in a mort 
time by Ceolwulph, who, after two years reign, left 


the kingdom of Mercia to Bernulph. 
Egbert, king of the Weſt Saxons, was grown very 
ſtrong and powerful, able to reduce all the petty king- 


doms in Britain, under one fingle monarchy ; upon 


the thoughts of which, he ſet upon Bernulph, king of . 


Mercia, and vanquiſhed him at Elledowne; and after- 
wards brought under ſubjection the countries of 


Kent and of the Weſt Angles. But the Britains could 


not be ſo eaſily ſubdued; for after a long and a cruel 


fight at Gavelford. between them and the Weſt Sax- 


ons of Devonſhire, in which ſeveral thouſands were 


ſlain on both ſides, the victory remained uncertain. 


He had better ſucceſs againſt Wyhtlafe, king of Mer- 


cia, whoſe dominions he eaſily added to his now increaſ- 
ing Monarchy; and paſſing the Humber, he quickly 


A.D. 829; 


reduced that country to his ſubjection. The Saxon 


heptarchy was now become one kingdom, and Eg- 
bert ſole monarch of all the countries that the Saxons 


poſſeſſed in Britain; which name he ordered ſhould 


be changed to England, his people to be called En- 


gliſhmen, and the language Engliſh  _. 
They who. came over out of Germany into this 


iſland to aid the Britains againſt their enemies the 


Picts and Scots, were partly Saxons, Angles, and 


Juthes; from the firſt of which came the people of 


the Angles, the Eaſt Angles, the Mercians, and they 


that inhabited the north Ade of the Humber; from the 


Eſſex, Suſſex, Middleſex, and the Weſt Saxons; from 


Juthes, the Kentiſhmen, and they that ſettled 1 in the Iſle 


of Wight. Theſe Germans, after that they had drove 


the Britains beyond Severn. and Dee; erected ſeven 
kingdoms called the heptarchy in the other part of 


the "Ifand; whereof, I. Kent. Of the South- 


Saxons, containing Suſſ-x and rey: 3. The Faſt- 
Angles, in ! Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeſhire, 4. 
The kingdom of the Weſt Saxons, comprehending 
Berkſhire, Devonſhure, Somerſetſhire,! and Cornwall. 

LY Mercia, 
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5. Mercia, containing Gloceſter, Hereford, Worceſter, 
Shropſhire Stafford, Cheſhire, Warwick, Leiceſter, 
Darby, Nottingham, Lincoln, Northampton, Oxford, 
Buckingham, Bedford, and half Herttordſhire. 6, 
The Eaſt-Saxons, containing . Eſſex, Middleſex, and 
the other part of Hertford. 7, Of the Northum- 
brians, taking in all the. country beyond Humber, 
which was divided into two parts, Deyra and Berni- 


cia; the firſt from Humber to Tyne, the other from 
Tyne to the Scottiſh Sea, 


Egbert, king of the Weſt-Saxons, having ſeverally 
conquered thele kingdoms, annexed them together, 


and comprehended them under one monarchy, 


which was called the kingdom of England, 908 
years after the coming 


of Brute to this Iſland; 
383 years after the landing of Hengiſt; and 149 af 


ter the departure of Cadwalader to Rome. 


4. D. 883. 


marched forward for England, being joined by a great 


to a total rout. 


this; Egbert, being highly incenſed that the Danes 
were ſupported by them, laid ſiege to Caer Lheon ar 
Dhyfrdwy, or Cheſter, the chief city of Venedotia, 
which hitherto had remained in the hands of the 
Welch; 
of his indignation, he cauſed the brazen effigies of 

Cadwalhon, king of Britain, to be pulled down and de- 
faced, and upon pain of death 1 e. the erecting of 

ſuch again. He iſſued out alſo a Proclamations. by-the 


Egbert having thus united under one government 


theſe ſeveral kingdoms, which uſed continually ta 
moleſt, and to incroach upon each others territories z 
might reaſonably have expected to enjoy his new 
kingdom quietly, and not fear any diſturbance or 
But no ſooner was he 
_ eſtabliſhed king of England, but the Danes began ta 
threaten new commotians, and landed in great num- 

bers, and in divers places of the kingdom. 
_ fought ſeveral battles with them, and with various 


trouble in his dominions. 


ſucceſs : at length the Danes landed in Weſt Wales, 


number of Welch, and met Egbert upon Hengiſt-down, 
where a ſevere battle was fought, and the Danes put 
The Welch ſuffered ſeverely for 


took the town, and, among other tokens 


nts 


Egbert 
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Ws inſtigation of his wife Redburga, who always bore an 
W inveterate malice to the Welch; commanding all that 
Ws were any ways extracted from Britiſh blood, to de- 
part, with all their effects, out of his kingdom, within 
lix months upon pain of death. Theſe were very 
ſevere and inſupportable terms; but he did not live 
long to ſee them put in execution ; for dying ſhortly 
after the battle of Hengiſt-down, he was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Ethelwulph. This King Ethelwulph married his 
daughter to Berthred, who was his tributary king of 
Mercia, by whoſe help he ſucceſsfully oppoſed the 
cruel incurſions of the Danes, who miſerably deſtroy- 
ed the ſea-coafts of England with fire and ſword, 
Theſe Daniſh commotions being indifferently well ap- 
peaſed, Berthred, king of Mercia, ſet upon the 
Welch, between whom a remarkable battle was fought 
gat a place called Kettell; where Merfyn Frych, king 
5 of the Britains, was killed, leaving to ſucceed him in 
the government of Wales, his ſon Roderic Mawr, or 
the Great. e e 


6 7 ” © 4 
OG WIERD D Kt 1 £) Rr l 7 
r 8 A 7 . 3. . ; 2 
$ XD 7 OY + ST DF e 2 2 "> 8 * 1225 > >; 80 8 AL S OI IIA 2 fy: 5 A N Fer G * 2 l 4 - 
P So BO TR A Gee ent! n 6 COTS LOS . 8 FE 6 ＋ N ne Og ARS 5 
MM, Fo * W 0 r 6 CT yy 78 FA De T's att. Mi - : 2 
Ni ENT FG Drops Br Cogn ET ; 8 8 8 
3 NGOS LO r r "En \z# 27 n 
c SIR STS a at math) © 2 \ . « 


— - * — 4 1 "A 1 L — 1 


* — — — — * * y 3 , _ . * 2 2 8 — — 4 
p j - * 259 * . 5 — 25 — * 5 © 2 : . + 


ROD ERIC THE GREAT, 


Mrgrrx rxvcH having loſt his life, and A. D. 333. 
with it his kingdom, in the battle of Kettell; his fon Þ} 
Roderic, ſyrnamed the Great, without any oppoſi- 
tion or conteſt, ſucceeded in the principality of Wales. 
The firſt thing he effected after his adyancement to 
the crown, was the dividing of Wales 1nto ſeveral 
' provinces, which he diſtinguiſhed into theſe three; 
Aberffraw, Dineyowr, and Mathraval. Berthred, king 
of Mercia, being animated by his late ſucceſs againſt _ 
Merfyn Frych, purpoſed to perform the like exploits 
2 againft his ſon Roderic, And having gained the aid 
and aſſiſtance of King Ethelwulph, he entered North _ 
Wales, with a ſtrong army, and advanced as far as 
Angleſey, which he cryelly and miſerably Aeta 
. 10 : e 


op Tre HISTORY or WALES, 
| Rodetic met him ſeveral times, and the Welch did at 
length ſo gaul and torment him, that, in fine, he had 
little or nothing to boaſt of; only Meyric, one of the 

chiefeſt princes among the Britains, was ſlain. 

But he was ſoon forced to quit his expedition 
againſt the Welch, and to convert his forces another 
way; his own dominions requiring their conſtant 
reſidence, being ſeverely threatened by a foreign in- 

A. P, 846. vaſion. For the Danes were by this time grown ſo 
very powerful, that they over-ran a great part of 
England, fought with Athelſtan, king of Kent, bro- 
ther to Ethelwulph; and obtained ſo much conqueſt, 
that whereas before they returned to their own coun- 
try when the weather grew too cold for action, 
they now took up their winter-quarters in Eng- 
The Welch, in the mean time, being ſecure from 
any violence, which might otherwiſe be expected, 
from the Engliſh; began to quarrel and fall aut a- 
moneſt themſelves. Ithel, king of Gwent, or Wentland, 
for what occaſion not known, fell foul upon the men 
of Brecknock, who were fo reſolute as to fight him; 

and the event proved very unfortunate to Ithel, who 
was ſlain upon the ſpot. It is the unhappineſs of a 
nation that is governed by ſeveral petty ſtates, when 
it is apprehenſiye of no danger from an outward ene- 
my that it will fall at variance, and create diſturbances 
e ons VV 
Had the Britains, inſtead of falling upon one ano- 
ther, taken the advantage of this opportunity, when 
the Saxons were altogether employed in oppoſing and 
repelling the Danes, to increaſe and ſtrengthen their 
number, and to fortify their towns; they might at 
leaſt ſecurely have poſieſſed their own dominions, it 
not extended their government to a great part of Eng- 
land. But a fort of an equality in power, begat an 
emulation between the ſeveral princes, and this emu- 
lation for the moſt part ended in blows and contention; 

_ fo that inſtead of ſtrengthening themſelves whilft they 

hed reſpite from the Engliſh, . they rather weakened 
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their power by inward differences. 


Konger 
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Tur HISTORY of WALES 29 
S  Kongen, king of Powys, was gone to Rome, there &. p. 854 
to end his days peaceably and'religiouſly, but his death 
did not prove fo natural as he expected, being bar- 
barouſly lain; or (as ſome ſay) choaked by his 
own ſervants. Shortly after died Cemoyth, king of 
the Pits, and Jonathan, lord of Abergeley. It was 
now become cuſtomary for princes wearied with 
overntnent to go to Rome, and the Pope willingly 
diſpenſed with the reſignation of their crowns, by 
reaſon that his Holineſs ſeldom loſt by it. King 
Ethelwulph paid very dear for his entertainment there, 
made his kingdom tributary to the Pope, and paid 
the Peter-pence to the church of Rome, The. Saxon 
genealogiſts bring the pedigree of Ethelwulph for ſe- 
veral ſucceſſions and generations, up to Adam, as 
may be ſeen in Matthew of Weſtminſter, who in like 
manner derives the pedigree of Offa, king of Mercia. 
This has been the cuſtom of 'moſt nations, both an- 
tient and modern: and is always practiſed by them 
whoſe families are any thing antient and honourable; 
ſo that it is a very great miſtake to ſcoff at, and de- 
ride the Welch becauſe they keep up this antient and 
ain, oats ys: 503. 1 
Berthred, king of Mercia; became at length far 
too weak to repel the daily increaling power of the 
Danes, who ſo numerouſly poured upon him, that at 
laft he was forced to relinquiſh his kingdom and fly 
to Rome, where in a ſhort time he ſorrowfully ended 1 
his days. Ethelwulph ſhortly followed, and left his Eo. 
ſons, Athelbald, king of the Weſt-Saxons, and Athelz 
bright, King of Kent, and the Eaſt-Saxons. Ethelwulph 
is reported to have been ſo learned and devour, that the 
church of Wincheſter elected him in his youth biſhop 
of that fee; Which function he took upon him about 
ſeven years before he was made king. He is ſaid © 
allo to have conquered the kingdom of Demetia or 
South-Wales; which together with the kingdom of 
the South-Saxons he beſtowed upon his ſon Alfred, 
upon condition he would bring a thouſand men out 
of Wales to Wincheſter, to the aid of his brother 
Ethelbert againſt the Danes. Athelbald 
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bis father in the kingdom of the Weſt- Saxons, kept 
his mother-in-law, the wife of Ethelwulph, for his 
concubine, and afterwards married her in the city of 
Cheſter. But he did not live long to enjoy this unna- 
tural conjunction, but dying 9 iſſue after that 
he had reigned eight years, left his kingdom to his 
brother Athelbright. e W pt 
About the ſame time the Danes began again to be- 
ſtir themſelves and fell upon the city of Wincheſter 
and deſtroyed it, which Athelbright perceiving, after 
a long fight forced them to quit the land, and to 
berake themſelves to ſea again; But the Danes quick- 
ly returned to the Iſle of Thanet, where they remain- 
ed for that winter, doing much miſchief upon the 
ſea-coaſt, and deſtroying all places near the ſhoars 
of England. The Engliſh were very glad that they 
durſt venture no further, and the more, becauſe the 
Welch began again to be troubleſome, againſt whom 
an army muſt be ſpeedily diſpatched, otherwiſe they 
would certainly advance to the Engliſh country: 
Both armies met at Gweythefi, where a fierce battle 
was fought; and a great number flain on either ſide; 
but the victory was not plainly diſcoverable; But 
the Welch not long after, received a cofifiderable loſs 
by the death of Conan Nant Nifer, a ſtout and ſkilful 
commander, who oftentimes had valiantly repulſed 
the Engliſh forces, and obtained many ſignal victories 
over them. FE TO — 56S 
The Danes had been for ſome time quiet; being un- 
able to venture upon any conſiderable action, and 
therefore they thought it adviſeable to ſecure only what 
they had already won, and to expect a fe- nforce: 
ment from their own country: This was quickly 
feat them, under the command of Hungare and Hubbaz 
who landed in England with a very conſiderable army 
of Danes. King Athelbright, whether terrified with 
a difmal apprehenſion of theſe invaders, or otherwiſe 
being indiſpoſed, quickly afterwards gave up the 
ehoſt; leaving the management of his kingdom, to- 
gether with that of his army againſt the Danes; to 
his brother Ethelred. The Danes in the mean time 
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got ſure footing, and advanced as far as Tork, which 
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they miſerably; deſtroyed, killing Oſbright and Elba 


_ two Kings, of Northumberland that oppoſed them. 


From hence they proceeded; and over-run all the 


country as far as Nottingham, deſtroying and ſpoil- 
W ing all before them, and then returned back to Vork. 


But having once taſted how ſweet the Spoil of a 
country, much more fertile than their own was, 
they could not reſt ſatisfied with what they had al- 
ready obtained, but muſt needs make a farther pro- 
greſs into the country, and fall upon the kingdom 
of the Eaſt-Angles. Edmund king of that country 
being not able to endure their inſolencies, endea- 


voured to oppoſe them, but in the undertaking was 
unfortunately ſlain. And now after the ſame man- 


ner that the Saxons had formerly attained to the 
conqueſt of Britain, the Danes proceeded to the con- 


queſt of England. For the Saxons having found out 
the ſweetneſs of this ifland, and withal, diſcovered 


the weakneſs and inabiliry of the Britains to oppoſe 


them, brought over their numbers by degrees, and 
in ſeveral companies, by which they wearied and 
tired out the Britiſh armies. For it is certain that 
nothing can produce more to the conqueſt of an 
= iſland, than the landing an army at ſeveral places 
and at ſeveral Times, which diſtracts the counſels. 


and proceedings of the inhabitants, and which at 
this time for want of ſufficient power at ſea, could 


not be prevented. And fo the Danes being informed 


of the good ſucceſs of Hungare and Hubba in Eng- 
land, ſent over another army under the command 
of Baſreck and Alding, who landed in Weſt-Sax, and 


fought five battles with King Ethelred and his bro- 

ther Alfred, namely at Henglefield, Eaſtondown, Redd- 
ing, Baſing and Mereton, in which two firſt the Eng- 
| liſh overcame, and the three laſt the Danes got the 


ni % ] j VVV 
Soon after this Ethelred died, leaving his kingdom 
to his brother Alfred, who no ſooner had taken the 


government upon him but conſidered with himſelf 


what a heavy burthen he was to ſuſtain, and they: 
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| learning, 


ments he ſlew of the Danes one king, 
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fore he began to enquire-after- the wiſeſt'and learned: 
eſt men that he could hear of, to be directed by them) 
whom he worthily entertained, making uſe of theit 
advice as well in the publick- government of the 
kingdom, as in his private ſtudies and conference 


of fearning. He ſent for two men famouſly learned 


out of Wales, the one called John de Erigena, ſarnamed 


Scotus; the other Aſſerius, ſurnamed Menevenſis. De 


Erigena was born at Menevia or St: Davids, and was 
brought up in that college; who, for the ſake of 


learning, having travelled to Athens, and beſtowed 


there many years in the ſtudy of the Greek; Hebrew; 
and Caldaick tongues, and the ſecret: myſteries of 


philoſophy, came to France; where he was well ac- 
cepted of by Carolus Calvus, or Charles the Bald, and 
Ludovicus Balbus, or Lewis the Stammerer : 
tranſlated the works of Dionyſius Areopagita, De 


and there 


Cceleſti Hierarchia out of the Greek into the Latin 
tongue. Being returned home to Wales, he was 
ſent for by this King Alfred, who was then founding 


and erecting the univerſity of Oxford, of whick 
Erigena became the firſt profeſſor and publick rea- 


der. But King Alfred bore ſo great a reſpect to 
learning; that he would ſuffer none to bear any con- 


ſiderabfe office in his court but ſuch as were learn 


ed; and withal, exhorted all perſons to embrace 


and to<honour learned men. But though a 
love to learning be ſeldom reconeileable with a war⸗ 


like and a military life, King Alfred was alſo forced 
to regard the diſcipline of war to defend his king- 
dom againſt the increaſing power of the Danes. For 


he was ſcarce ſettled in his throne, but this reſtleſs 


and ever troubleſome people began to moleſt and de- 
ſtroy his country, inſomuch that he was of neceſſity 


forced to oppoſe them, which he did twice upon the 
fouth fide of the river Thames, in which engage- 
nine earls, to- 
gether with an innumerable multitude of inferior ſol- 


diers. About the ſame time Gwean ap Meyric ap 


| Deng as 


Dunwal ap Arthen ap Sit ſylht, prince e of Cardigan, diedy 
4ome- ſay, unfortunately drowned. But the 
late 


N 
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| late victories which Alfred had obtained over the 
Danes, did not ſo much weaken and diſhearten them, 
but that in a ſhort time they recovered their ſpirits 
and began again to look terrible and threatening. For 
as ſoon as they could re-unite their feattered forces, they 
ſet upon and deſtroyed the town of Alclyde, won 
the city of London and Reading, over-ran all the 
inland country, and the whole kingdom of Mercia. 
Another army of Danes at the ſame time proved 
very ſucceſsful in the North and poſſeſſed themfelves 
of the country of Northumberland, which action did 
not ſo much grieve. the Engliſh, as trouble and vex / 
the Picts and Scots, who were inceſſantly gauled, and 
frequently beat off by theſe Daniſh troops. The 
next year three of the Daniſh captains marched from 
Cambridge towards Warham in Dorſetfhire, of Which 
expedition King Alfred being informed, prefently 
detached his forces to oppoſe them, and to offtr them 
battle. The Danes were ſo ſtartled at this, that 
they immediately deſired peace, and willingly con- 
ſented forthwith to depart out of the country, and 
to forſwear the ſight of Engliſh ground. According 
to which capitulation, the horſe that night marched 
for Exeter, and the foot being ſhipped off, were 
all of them drowned at Sandwich. The Danes ha- 
ving thus abjured England, were not willing to re- 
| turn home empty, but thought it prudent to bene 
their courſe againſt Wales, They fancied that they 
| were like to meet with no great oppoſition from the 
Welch, and therefore could carve for themſelves ac. 
cording as their fancy directed them. But having land- 
| ed their army in Angleſey, they quickly experienced 
the contrary; Prince Roderic oppoſing them, gave 
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them two battles, one at a place called Bengole, and 
the other at Menegid in Angleſey. At the 4 55 time 
another army of Danes under the command of Hal- 

den and Hungare landed in South- Wales, over- ran 
the whole country, deſtroying all before them, nei- 

their ſparing churches nor religious houſes. But they 
received their due reward at the hands of the Weſt 
daxons, who meeting with them on the coaſts of Be- 
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© © yonſhire, flew both Halden and Hungare, with, 1200 
of their men. The ſame year Einion, biſhop of St. 
avids died, and was the following year ſucceeded uy 

5 Ebert, who was inſtalled in kis place. 

A p. 876. The Engliſh being rid. of their powerful and — 
© reſtleſs enemies the Danes, began now to quarrel with 
the Welch, entering into Angleſey, with a numerous 
army, fought a ſore battle with Roderic, who together 
with his brother (or as others ſay his ſon) Gwyriad, 
was unhappily ſlain in the field, which battle is called 
by the Welch, Gwaith Duw Sul y Mon. This Ro- 
deric had ſue by his wife Angharad, Anarawd, Ca- 
delh and Merfyn, the laſt of which, Giraldus Cam- 
brenſis, contrary to the vulgar and received opinion, 
| will have to be the eldeſt fon of Roderic, upon whom 
Was ſtowed the principality of North-Wales. For 
it was unanimouſly granted that Roderic was undoubt- 
ed proprietor of all the dominions of Wales, North- 
Wales deſcending unto him by his mother Eſylht, 
the dau ghter and ſole heir of Conan Tyndaethwy; 
South. Wales by his Wife Angharad, the daughter of 
- Meyric ap Dytnwal ap Arthen ap Sitſylht, King of 
Cardigan ; ; Powis by Neſt, the ſiſter and heir of Con- 
gen ap Cadeih, King of Powis his father's mother. 
Theſe three dominions. Roderic divided between his 
three ſons, appointing North- Wales for his eldeſt ſon. 
Anarawd, South- Wales to Cadelh, who ſhortly after | 
his father's death, forcibly ſeized upon his brother 
 Merfyn's portion, upon whom Roderic had beſtowed | 
| Powis-Land, Wales being thus divided between theſe 
three princes, they were called Y Tri Tywyſoc Talae- 
thioc, or the three crowned ' princes, by reaſon that 
_ each of them did wear on his helmet a coronet of 
gold, being a broad head band indented upward, ſet 
and wrought with precious ſtones, which 1 in the Britiſh 
Tongue is called Taleath. To each of theſe princes 
Roderic built a royal ſeat, for the Prince of Gwyneth | 
or North- -Wales, at Aberffraw; of South- Wales, at 
| Dinefayr ; for the Prince of Powis, at Mathrafel. 
Roderic had iſſue alſo, beſides theſe three, Roderic, 
88 Edwal or Pen,  Gwyriad and Gathelic, pe 
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But Roderic having divided his principality betwixt 
his eldeſt, ſons, namely, Aberffraw, with the fifteen 
cantreds thereunto belonging to Anarawd; Dinefawr 
with i its 13 cantreds extending from the mouth of the ri- 
ver Dofi, to the mouth of Severn to Cadelh; and Powis 
with fifteen cantreds from the mouth of the river Dee, 
to the bridge over Severn at Gloceſter to Merfyn : 
Ordained, That his eldeſt ſon Anarawd, and his ſuc- 
ceſſors, ſhould continue the payment of the ancient 
tribute to the Crown of England ; and the other two, 


their heirs and ſucceſſors ſhould acknowledge his ſo- 
vereignty; and, that upon any foreign invaſion, they | 


ſhould murually aid and protect one another.“ 
And he farther appointed, © That when any diffe- 


rence ſhould ariſe betwixt the Princes of Aberfiraw 


and Cardigan or. Dinefawr, the three Princes ſhould 


meet at Bwlch y Pawl, and the Prince of Powis ſhould 


be umpire. But if the Prince of Aberffraw and Powis 


fell at variance, they ſhould meet at Dol Rhian- 
edd, probably Morva Rhianedd, on the bank of the 


river Dee, where the King of Cardigan was to adjuſt 


the controverſy ; and if the quarrel happened betwixt 


the Princes of Powis and Cardigan, the meeting was 


appointed at 11 Wen upon the river Wye, and to 


be decided by the Prince of Aberffraw. _ 
And the better to fruſtrate any attempt of che Lawn 


liſh, he ordained. moreover,  * Thar all ſtrong holds, . 


caſtles and citadels, ſnould be fortified and kept in re- 
pair; that all churches and religious houſes ſnould be 
te-edified and adorned, and that in all ages the hiſtory. 
of Britain, being faithfully Tinea and eben 


fold. be ert © therein, | 
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. E Welch had oe Wepa felt tbe unha⸗ 
tural effects of inward ſeditions, and of being go- 
verned by ſeveral princes, which were now unavoid- 

ably to be renewed by reaſon of Rodric's imprudent 
diviſion of his dominions between his three ſons. For 

the ſeveral principalities being united in him, it-was 
certainly the moſt politic means for the preſervation of 
the country from the inveterate fury of the Engliſh, 
to compoſe the inward differences which would other- 
wiſe hap pen, by perpetuating the whole government of 
Wales in one prince. For it was inipoſſible effec- 
tually to oppoſe the common enemy by ſeparate ar- 
mies, and where a different intereſt interfered, as if 
the ſafety of the ſame country, and the honour of the 
Wers were unanimouſly regarded. This was the un- 
Happineſs of the ancient Britains, when the Romans 
| ' - invaded their country; domeſtic broils and inward diſ- 
1 ſentions being ſown among themſelves, they could not 
agree to unite their powers, and jointly to oppoſe the 
common enemy; ſo that Tacitus wiſely concludes, 

Dum fi inguli: . pug nant univerſi vincunture - - EL 

There are few nations but have experienced the 
folly of being rent into ſeveral portions, and the 
5 5 of that great body the Roman empire, may 

not be abſurdly attributed to Conſtantine's dividing. of 
it between his ſons. But the Welch at this time 
preſently felt the unhappineſs of it; Cadelh, Prince 
of South-Wales, being diſſatisfied with his portion, 
and deſirous to feed his ambition with larger terri- 
tories, could not ſpare his brother Merfyn's country, 
but muſt needs forcibly diſpoſſeſs him of his lawfu 
W. aud lo wralve * Welch in a Civil | 
: But 
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But the ſucceſſion of the Princes bf Wales prò- 


Lebte in Anarawd, the eldeſt ſon of Roderic, who 
| began his rei 80 over North- Wales, in the year 877. 


At "that time Rollo, with a numerous army of Nor- 
mans deſcended idto France, and poſſeſſed themfelves 


of the country of Neũſtria, Which from them has ſince 
received the name of Normandy. But the treache- 


Tous Danes in England, who had retired to the city 


Uf Exeter, quickly violated the capitulation Which 
they had lately ſwore to obſerve, and upon that ac- 
count were To warmly purſued by King Alfred, that 


They gladly delivered up hoſtages for the performante 
of the articles formerly agreed upon between therm. 
But it was not their intention. to keep them long, 


for the next year they again broke loſe, poſſefled 


themſelves of all the country upon the north fide 
of Thames, and paſſing the river, put the Engliſh 
to flight, and made chemſclves maſters of Cher 
ham in Weſt-Sax. Büt their whole army did not 


ſucceed ſo well, for Alfred meeting with a party 


of them, flew their captain and took their Raidard 


which the Danes Called RAvgN. After this he van- 


quiſhed them again at Edendown, where after that 


the Danes had given hoſtages for their peaceable beha- 
viour; Godrun, their commander, reteiyed the Chriſ- 


tian faith; and ſo reigned in Laft- Angle. But this 
opportunity ſeemed to threaten a great ſtorm upon 


Melht, a nobleman of the country, the articles of 
compoſition between the 'Engliſh and the Danes, oc- 


daſioned theſe laſt to join their power with the peo- 
ple of Mercia to fight againſt the Welch, between 


whom a ſevcre battle was fought at Conwey, wherein 


the Welch obtained a very ſignal victory. which was 
called „Dial Rodriz or the Revenge of the Death of 


Prince Rodetic.* _ 
The reaſon why the Mercikine were ſo irreconcilably 


5 enraged apainſt the Welch at this time, was this: Af- 
ter the death of Roderic the Grear, the northern Bri- 
| tains of Stratclwyd and Cumberland were mightily in- 


felted and weakened through the daily incurſions of the 
2 Danes, 


5 
1 4 
[ 4 
* 
A238. 
4 a o 


877. 


Wales; for befides the death of Acdan, the ſon bf, ers 
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Danes, Saxons. and Scots, infomuch that as many 
of them as would not ſubmit their necks to the yoke 


were forced to quit their country, and to ſeek for more 
quiet habitations. Therefore towards the beginning of 
Anarawd's reign, ſeveral of them came to. Gwyneth; 
under the conduct of one Hobert, whoſe. diſtreſſed 
condition the prince commiſerating, granted them all 
the country betwixt Cheſter and Conwey to ſeat them- 


ſelves in, in caſe they could drive out the Saxons who 


had lately. poſſeſſeci themſelves of it. 
The Britains having returned their thanks to > Ants 
rawd, preſently fell to work, and neceſſity giving edge 


to cheir valour, they eaſily diſpoſſeſſed the Saxons who 


were not as yet warm in their ſeats: For ſome time 
they continued peaceably in this part of Wales ; but 
Eadred, Duke of Mercia, called by the Welch Edryd 


W allthir, not being able any longer to bear ſuch an ig⸗ 


nominious ejection, made great preparations for the 
re-gaining of the ſaid country. But the northern Bri- 


.tains, who had ſettled themſelves there, having intel- 


ligence of his deſign, for the- better ſecurity of their 
cattle and other effects, removed them beyond the river 


Conwey. Prince Anarawd in the mean time was not 
idle, But drawing together all the ſtrength he could 
ruiſe, encamped his army near the town of Conwey at 4 


place called Cymryt, where himſelf and his men having 


made gallant reſiſtance againſt the preſſing efforts of 
the Saxons; obtained a very compleat victory. 7 


This battle was by lome called Gwaeth Cymryt Con: 


wey, by reaſon that it was fought in the townſhip of 
Cymryt, near Conwey. But Prince Anarawd would 
have it called Dial Rod. i, becauſe he had there Treveſty 


ged the death of his 12 80 Rodrt. 


In this battle Tudwal, Rodri's lon, received a a 
in the knee, which made him. be  donominated Tud- 
wal Gloff ever after; but for his ſignal ſerviee in 
this action his brethren beſtuwed upon him Uchelogoed 
Gwynedd, But the Britains purſuing their victory; 
chaſed the Saxons quite out of Wales into Mercia, 
where having burnt and deſtroyed the borders, they 
weturned home laden with. rich ſpoils, and ſo took 
poſſeſſion 


> vo 
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poſſeſſion of the country betwixt Cheſter and Coimey, 
| which for a long time after they peaceably enjoyed, 
But Anarawd to expreſs his thankfulneſs to God for 
| this great victory, gave very conſiderable. lands and 
poſſeſſions to the collegiate churches of Bangor and 
Clynnoc Vawr in Arfon. After this, thoſe Danes that 
lay at Fulhentiam hear London, croſſed the ſea to 
France, and paſſing to Paris Along the river Seyn, 
ſpoiled the country thereabouts, and vanquiſhed es. | 
Freath that came againſt them; but in their return to- ; 
| wards the ſea coaſt, they were met with by the Britains 
of Armorica, who flew the greateſt part of them, and 

the reſt confuledly endeayouring to eſcape to their 
thips, were all drowned, 

One ſhould think that the ſeveral misfortunes the 
Danes ſuſta ined firſt at Sandwich, then by King Al. 
fred; and now in France; wovld Have quite drained 5 
their number, and utterly have rid Britain from ſo 
troubleſome an enemy. But like ill weeds, the more 
you root them, the taſter they will grow; the Danes 
were ſtill ſupplied from abroad, and if an army was 

vanquiſhed here, another was firs to come in their 

room. This the Welch found too true, for not long 

after this famous defeat by the Armorican Britains, 

the Danes not able to venture upon theſe, were re- 

ſolved to revenge themſelves upon their friends of 
Wales, and therefore landing in. North Wales, they a = 
cruelly harraffed” and deſtroyed, the country. Nor 
is it ſtrange to conſider from whence ſuch a wonderful ._ 2 
number of Danes and Normans could come. For 
the kingdom of Denmark had under it, not only 
Denmark, which is a ſmall country divided by the 
ſea into Inſulas and Pefiinſulas, as that which joinss J 
upon Saxony and Holſatia, called Cymbrica Cherlone-, = 
ſus, with the iſlands of Zealand and Finnen, but alſo. 
Norway, and the large country of Sweden, reaching to 
Muſcovy, and almoſt to the North- Pole. This coun- 
try being then Tcarce known to. the world, did of 
a ſudden pour out ſuch a multitude of people, which 
Uke a ſudtlen ſtorm unexpectedly over. ran all Europe. 
with a great part of the country of Africa. From 
ot” biene 
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| — +h nce proceeded theſe Danes who annoyed England 
1 and the Normans, who conquered France; both na- 


1 tions being originally derived from the ſame ſtock. _ 
| A.D.8o. The Danes had not appeared in England for ſome 
time, and therefore are now reſolved to take ſo ſure a 
Iv footing, as they cannot eaſily be repulſed. Two hun- 


dred and fifty ſail being landed at Lymene in Kent; 

hard by the great foreſt of  Andreſlege, they built the 

Eaſtle of Auldre or Apledore. The ſame time Haſt- 
ing with a fleet of eighty ſail ventured to the Thames 

1 mouth, and built the caffle of Mydlton; having firſt 
maa-ade an oath to King Alfred, not to moleſt him or 


any of his ſubjects: but having built the caftle of 


"= Beamfleet, he thought himſelf to have obtained ſo 
= great a ſtrength, that there was no neceſſity of obſerv- 
5 ing the oath lately ſworn to King Alfred, and therefore 
® invaded the country round about him. But he ſoon 
1 found his miſtake, and was forced to betake himſelf 
1 back to his caſtle, which was quickly pulled down 
1 upon his head, and his wife and two ſons taken priſo- 


ners; who being chriſtened, were again reſtored tu 
their father, Upon this Haſting and his Danes de- 
parted from England, and made their way for France; 
where laying ſiege to the city of Limogis, and deſpair- 
ing of a ſpeedy ſurrender of it, betook himſelf to his 
uſual way of dealing ſiniſtrouſly, and deviſed this trick 
to win the town: He feigned himſelf to be dangerouſly 
ſick, and ſent to the biſhop, and the conſul of the city, 
deſiring of them moſt earneſtly, that he might be ad- 
Tl mitted to the Chriſtian Faith, and be baptized before 
his departure out of this world. The bilfiop and con- 
ſul ſuſpecting no deceit, were very glad, not only to be 
delivered from the preſent danger of being beſieged, 
but alſo to win ſo great a perſon to the congregation of 
Chriſt. Whereupon a firm peace being concluded 
betwixt both nations, Haſting is baptized, the biſhop 
and conſul being his godfathers; which being ended, 
he was carried back by his ſoldiers to his ſhips, in a WW 
very infirm condition, as he outwardly pretended. 
About midnight he cauſed himſelf with his arms 
About him to be laid on a bier, and commanded his 
e,, on a Li 5 ſoldiers 
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foldiers to carry their weapons with them under their Zn 
coats, and ſo to be ready when he ſhould give them 
me word: The next day, all things being in a readi- 2 
| heſs, he was ſolemnly brought by his ſoldiers with | 
great clamour and eonterteit mourning; to be interred 9 
in the chief church of the city; where the biſhop 
and conſul, accompanied with all the moſt honourable 
members of the town, came to honour the funeral. 
but when the biſhop had made himſelf ready to 
WP bury the body, and all the eitizens being in the 
church, up ftarts Haſting with his Sword drawn, 
and killing firſt the biſhop and the conſul, after- 
wards fell in with his armed ſoldiers upon the naked 
people, putting all to the ſword, and ſparing neither 
age, ſex, nor infirmity. Having ranſacked the town, 
he ſent meſſengers to Charles the French king; to 
mediate for peace, which he eaſily obtained; together 
with the town of Chartres towards the Sanin of 1 
his charges. = 
At this time Hennith ap Bledricy. 2 beroñ of Wales; 4. D. 1 
died; and two years after, Anarawd prince of North 893. 
Wales, with a conſiderable number of Engliſh, march- 
ed againſt his brother Cadelh, and ſpoiled the countries 
of Cardigan and Yſtradgwy. At the fame time the 
Danes laid ſiege to the city of Exeter; and when 
Alfred had marched to oppoſe them; they that con- 
tinued in the caſtle of Auldre paſſed over to Eſſex, and 
built another caſtle at Scobrith, and from thence 
marched to Budington, ſeated upon the Severn; When 
Alfred came near to Exeter, the Danes preſently raiſed 
the Siege, and betaking themſelves to their ſhips, ſailed 
towards Wales, and ipoiled the lea-coſt thereof, and 
advanced as far as Buellt: 
But the Danes at Budington Wing W chat F 
king Alfred marched againſt them, fled back to theit 
caſtle in Eſſex: fo that the king was fain to alter his 
march, and to convert his forces againſt Leiceſter; 
where a party of Danes was ſo warmly beſieged, „ 
that at length they were reduced to that extremity, 1 
as to feed upon their horſes. But the ſeafon of the IF 
You for action being ended, and the N 1 
; Q 
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of the weather being advanced, Alfred was forced 
to raiſe the fiege, and to wait the next opportunity 
A. D. 89;. for the recovery of the town, But before he could 
appear before it again, the Danes fairly quitted it; 
and together with thoſe in Northumberland, paſſed 
by the North Sea to Mereſige, an ifle in Eſſex, The 
By, next year they entered the Thames, and built a caſtle 
twenty miles diſtant from London; upon the ſtrength 
of which; they ventured to ſpoil and waſte the coun- 
try thereabouts ; but paid very dear for their courage, 
being accidentally met with; they received a bloody 
overthrow, having four of their pritices ſlain upon 
the ſpot, and the reſt very glad to make their eſcape to 
the caſtle. Upon this Alfred divided the river into 
three ſtreams, by which ſtratagem the water became 
| ſo diminiſhed in the Thames, that the Daniſh ſhips 
could not return back into the ſea, When the Danes 
perceived this, and found it impracticable for them 
to eſcape in their ſhips, they left their wives and chil: * 
dren. and all their effects in Eſſex; and fo paſſed by 5 
land to Enadbryge upon the Severn, and then paſſing 
the river, ſpoiled the countries of Brecknock, Gwent- 
land, and Gwentlhwg. Some of them at the ſame time, 1 
paſſed over to France; and anothef compatly coaſting 
about Devonſhite; deſtroyed the maritime countries; 
but being met with by the Engliſh, loft fix of their 5 
ſhips in the diſpute, 
357. The following ſimmer the bingdein of Irelind ſuf: | 
fered extreniely by locuſts, who conſumed all the corn 
and all graſs through the whole country; but were at 
length by continued prayers and faſting quite deſtroy- 
cd. Theſe are common in Africk; and other hot res 
gions, but ſeldom ſeen in colder climates; and when 
they. happen to travel fo far, they are always very 
peſtilentious and deſtructive to that coutitfy they 
come to. | 
950. This year W with a great number of Danes; 
landed! in Angleſey, and was met with by the Welch, 
at a place called Molerain, where Merfyn was ſlain:? 
though others call it Meilon; and from the battle 
fought there, Maes Rhos Meilon. The ſame year 
King 


King Alfred died, who tranſiated the antient laws 
of Dyfnwall Moelmut, king of Britain, and the laws 
of Queen Marſia, out of Britiſh into Engliſh, and 


called it Marſian law, which was afterwards called 


Weſt-Saxon law, and obſerved in part of Mercia; 


W with all the countries on the ſouth of Thames: The 


| other part of the country having another law called 
Dane Lex, both, which remained . to the time of 


= Edward the Confeſſor, who of theſe two made one 


law. It is very obſervable; what is related of King 


Alfred, concerning his diviſion of the natural day in- 
to three parts; the one he ſet apart for devotion and 
ſtudy, the next for the affairs of the common- 
wealth, and the third for his own reſt and refreſh- 


Alfred being dead, Edward his eldeſt ſon took up- 


on him the crown; which ſo diſpleaſed the ambitious 


; ' * 1 
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ſpirit of his brother Adelwulph, that preſently he raiſe 


ed a cruel war againſt him, and flying to Northum- 
berland, ſtirred up the Danes againſt his brother 
Edward. The Danes were glad of the opportunity; 


having now a fair pretence {T0 *: render themſelves 
maſters of the whole ifland; and therefore Adel- 


= wulph is made king, as well of the Angles as of the 
Danes, who by this time were grown to be one Peo- 
ple. Marching then proudly with a very conſiderable 


army at his heels, he ſubdued the Eaſt- Saxons, ſpoil- 
ed the country of Mercia; and paſſing over the Thames 
at Crickland, deſtroyed Brythend, and returned home 


with very great booty. At the ſame time Euneth 
was ſlain in Arwyſtly. But Edward being informed of 
his brother's retreat; purſued him very eagerly; but 
miſſing of him, over-ran and deſtroyed all the coun- 
try betwixt Ouſe and the Dike of St. Edmund, and: 
then returned home with his whole army, ſaving the 
Kentiſh men, who being too greedy of plunder, rafh- 


ly tarried behind. For the Danes perceiving the bo- 


dy of the army to be returned, and that a ſmall 
party ſtill continued to ravage the country, preſent- 
ly ſet; upon them, flew a great number of them, and 
put the reſt to a ſhameful flight, Nor were the 
£24 Yn Rr | ” 7 | Danes 
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Danes only powerful in England, but 3 1 
grew prevalent in Ireland: For this year they entered 


that kingdom, flew Carmot, king and biſhop of all 
Ireland, a religious and a virtuous perſon, he. ſon of 
Cukeman; and Kyrnalt, fon of Murgan, king of La- 


gines. The year after died Aſſer, nb of St. 


David's, uncle to the famous and learned Aſſer, ſur- 
named Menevenſis; who being chancellor to his unele 
the archbiſhop, was ſent for by King Alfred to inſtruct 
his children; whole life he afterwards Os: and was 


made biſhop of Shireburn. 


Edward; to force his bfother f from his country; 


and to revenge the death of the Kentiſhmen, diſ- 


patched an army to Northumberland; which having 
ſpoiled the country, returned home: Upon whien 
the Danes; to return their kindneſs, deftroyed a preat 


part of Mercia, But within a while after; Edward 


having raiſcd a very conſiderable army, gave the 
Danes battle, overthrew them, and ſlew their kings 


Alden and Edelwulph, with a great number of their 


nobles. This added very much to his dominions, 


which were the more increaſed and ſtrenę thened by 


the addition of the eities of London and Oxford; 


which upon the death of Edelred, duke of Mercia; 
Edward ſeized into his on hands, permitting his 
wife Elfleda to enjoy the reſt of his dukedom: 
Shortly after; Cadelh, prince of South Wales, diedz 
leaving behind him three ſons; Howel Dha, or the 
Good, who ſucceeded his father in the kingdom of 
g South Wales; Meyric and Clydawc. King Edward 


having obtained fo fignal a victory over the Danes; 
and rendered his kingdom for fome time quiet, began 


to build places of ſtrength, which might. be ſerviceable 


againſt a future ſtorm: He built a caftle at Hertford; 
betwixt the rivers Benefic, Minier, and. Lige; and 


alſo erected the borough of Wytham in Eſſex ; and 


continued ſometime in n to keep thoſe coun- 


tries in awe; But in fpite of all this precaution, the 


Danes of Leyceſter and Hampton, began the follow- 


ing year to be very troublefome, flew. a great nember | 
of Engliſh at Hotchnofton; and in their recarn homie- = 


ward, 
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ard, deſtroyed the country of Oxford. About the 
12 time a conſiderable fleet from Tydwike, under 
the command of Uther and Rahald, failed by the weſt- 
ern ſea to Wales, and deſtroyed St. David's ; where 
was fought the battle of Dinarth, and Mayloc. the 
ſon of 2 e Gam, was ſlain. After this they en- A. D. 91 
tered into Herefordſhire, where they were fought with- 
al, and Rahald was ſlain, and the reſt compelled to 
forſwear the king's land, and never to return any 
more to England. King g Edward, to prevent any fu- 
ture diſturbance from ſuch open invaders, cauſed a 
ſtrong army to be quartered upon the ſouth ſide of 
Severn; but the Danes, for all he could do, entered 
twice into his country, once at Werd, and then at 
Portogan; but were both times overthrown by the 
| Englith. From thence they departed to the Ille of 
| Stepen, whence they were forced by hunger to ſail to 
South Wales, intending to make a conſiderable prey of 
that country; but failing of their aim, they were 
conſtrained to. make the beſt of their way for Ireland. 
But the next year, a party of Danes fought a very 
ſevere battle with the Kentiſh men at Holm; but 
which of them obtained the victory, is not certainly 
reported. About the lame time Anarawd, prince of 
North Wales, died, leaving behind him two. ſons, 


Edwal Foel. and Elis; 4 fore ſay a third, | non 
- p | 
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EDWAL FOEL. 
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A FTER hs: death of Anarawd, his eldeſt "Ih 9 
Edwal Foel took upon him the government of 
North- Wales; Howel Dha holding the principality of 
South-Wales and Powis: At what time, a terrible co- 
met appeared in the heavens, The ſame year the ci- 
ty of Cheſter, which had been deſtroyed by the Danes, A 
15 * the Procurement of Elfleda, new built and e 
repaired, 5 


1 * 
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' repaired, as the ancient records of that city do te, 
ſtify. This in the ancient copy is called Leyceſter, 
by an eaſy miſtake for Legeceſtria or Cheſter, called 
by the Romans, Legionum Ceſtria. The next ſum. 
mer the men of Dublin cruelly deſtroyed the ifle of 
Angleſey ; and foon after, Clydawec the fon of Cadelb, 
was unnaturally ſlain by his brother Meyric, about th 
ſame time that the Danes received a cruel overthrow 
by the Engliſh, at Tottenhale. But Elfleda did not 
long ſurvive the rebuilding of the city of Cheſter; 
a woman of ſingular virtues, and one that greatly 
ſtrengthened the kingdom of Mercia, by building 
of towns and caſtles againſt the incurſions of the Danes; 
as Strengat and Bruge, by the foreſt of Morph, Tamn- 
worth, Stafford, Edelburgh, Cherenburgh, Wadeburgh, 
and Ruticofe. After this, ſhe entered with her whole 
army into Wales, won Brecknock, and took the queen, 
with thirty-three of her men priſoners which in 
Welch is called“ Gwaith y Ddinas Newydh, or the. 
battle of the new city. From hence ſhe marched for. 
Derby, which ſhe took from the Danes, loſing — 
four o her chief commanders in the action ö 
The occaſion of theſe two expeditions, according to 
ſome, was this: Huganus, lord of Weſt Wales, per- 
ceiving King Edward to be unavoidably buſy in the 
Daniſh war, „gathered an army of Britains, and en- 
tering into England, deſtroyed the king's country. 
Upon the news of this, Elfleda came to Wales with 
a great army, fought with the Welch at Brecknock, 
and putting Huganus to flight, took his wife and ſome. 
of his men priſoners, whom ſhe carried with her to 
Mercia. Huganus being thus defeated, fled to Derby, 
and being there kindly received, joined himſelf with 
the king's enemies, the Danes. Elfleda being cer- 
tified of that, followed him with her army; but in, 
| ſtorming the gates of the town, had four of her beſt 
officers killed by Huganus. But-Gwyane, Lord of 
the Ile of Ely, her ſteward, ſetting fire to the 
gates, furiouſly ran upon the Britains, and entered the 
town; upon which Huganus perceiving himſelf ta, 
be oyer-matched, choſe rather to fall by the (word, 
than 
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| than cowardly to yield himſelf to a woman. The 
next year Elfleda laid ſiege to the city of Leiceſter, 


W which was quickly ſurrendered, and the Danes there. 


| in perfectly ſabdued. The fame of theſe ſeveral ac- 


ons being noiſed abroad, her neighbours became 
ſomewhat fearful and timerous; and the Vorkſhire- 


men voluntarily did her homage, and proffered their 
ſervice, She died at Tamworth, after eight years 


WS rulc over Mercia; and lies buried at Gloceſter by St, 


Petemn. 1 Fo 
After the death of Elfleda, king Edward moſt un. 
ratefully diſinherited her daughter Alfwyen; and 

ere into Mercia, ſeized all the land into his own 


hands; upon pretence that ſhe, without his know- 
ledge, (whom her mother had appointed her guardian) 


had privily promiſed and contracted marriage with 
Raynald ng of the Danes. But this unjuſt and 


| unnatural action of king Edward's, might poſſibly 
bring upon him thoſe vehement troubles, which pre- 
ſently enſued upon it. For Leofred a Dane, and 
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Gruffydh ap Madoc brother-in-law: to the prince of 


| Weſt Wales, came from Ireland with a great army 


to Snowdon, and minding to bring all Wales and the 
| marches thereof to their ſubjection, over-ran and 
ſubdued all the country to Cheſter, before king Ed- 


ward was certified of their arrival, Whereat being 
fore offended, and loth to trouble his ſubjects for 


help, vowed that himſelf and his ſons, with their 


ſingle forces, would be revenged upon Leofredand Gruf- 


fydh; and thereupon marching to Cheſter, forced the 


city from them. Then he divided his army into 


two battles, whereof he and his ſon Achelſtane led the 
firſt, Edmund and Edred the ſecond; and followed 


them fo cloſe, that he overtook them at the foreſt 
of Walewode (now Sherwode) where Leofred and ' 


Gruffydh ſet upon them ſo fiercely, that the king at 


firſt was in ſome danger; until Athelſtane ſtepped in 


and wounded the Dane in the arm in that man 
ner, that being no longer able to hold his ſpear, ge 


Was taken priſoner, and committed to the cuſtody 
ef Athelſtane. In the mean time Edmund and Edred 


encountering 


. 
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encountering with Gruffydh, ſlew him, and brough 
his head to their father; and Leofred's head being 1 
wiſe cut off, they were both ſet up upon the town of 


Cheſter; and then Edward, together with his ſons, 
victoriouſly returned home. But King Edward, ha- 


N P. 9:4-ving built Glademutham, ſoon after this died at Fa- 


randon, and his ſon Alfred the ſame time at Oxford, 
and were both buried at Wincheſter. 

Edward being dead, his baſe ſon Athelſtane, for 
many excellent virtues appearing in him, was pre- 
ferred to the crown; the worthieſt prince of the Saxon 


blood that ever reigned. He overcame Cudfryd, the 
father of Raynald, King of the Danes, at York z and 


being invaded by Hawlat, King of Ireland, who, with 
all the power of the Scots and Danes marched againſt 
him, gave him battle at Brimeſtbury, and obtained 
a very notorious victory; King Hawlaf, together with 


the King of the Scots, five Kings of the Danes and 


Normans being lain upon the ſpot: ſo that the 
whole country of England and Scotland became ſab- 


ject to him, which none of his predeceſſors ever ate 


3 


Sometime after, Owen, the ſon of Gruff . was 
nein by the men of Cardigan: And then Athelſtane 


entering with his army into Wales, forced the princes 


thereof to pay a yearly tribute of 201. in gold, 300. 
in filver, and 200 head of cattle ; which notwithſtand- 
ing was not obſerved, as appears by the laws of Howel 
Dha, wherein it is appointed, That the Prince of 
Aberffraw ſhould pay no more to the King of London, 
than 661. tribute; and that the Princes of Hines and 
Povwis ſhould pay the like ſum to the Prince of Abert- 

fraw. But King Athelſtane was not leſs terrible abroad, 
than he was awed and feared at home; the Kings of 
France and Norway ſending him very great and coſtly 
. to obtain his favour, and to gain his good will. 


This year Euneth, the fon of Clydawc, and Meyric, 


17 ſon of Cadelh died. The ſame time King Athel- 
- ftane removed the Britains who lived at Exeter and 
the neighbouring country to Cornwall; bounding them 
wich the river Cambria (now Tamar z) as the Bri. | 


tains 
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ins of Wales, with the Wey. Not long after, the A. D. 939. 


noble Prince Athelſtare died, to the great and inex- 

reſſible ſorrow of all his ſubjects, and was buried at 
e L and ſucceeded by his brother Edmund, 
not inferior to him in courage; but preferable by 
right of nativity, being born in wedlock. In the firit 
year of his reign, he gave a very conſiderable blow to 


me Danes; took from them the cities of Leiceſter, 


Derby, Stafford, Lincoln, and Nottingham. Then 


Aulafe King of the Danes, finding it impracticable 


to wihhind the force of. King Edmund, deſired peace, 


and withal to be initiated into the Chriſtian Faith; 


which being granted him, and all his Danes received 


baptiſm, King Edmund ſtanding godfather at the font: 
after which both parties concluding a firm and a laſt- 
ing peace, Edmund honour ably returned to Weſt- 
Saxony. 

The fame year died Abloic, chief King of Ireland: 
And the year following, Cadelh, the ſon of Arthüal, a 


noblenian of Wales, was, for what reaſon not diſco- 


vered, impriſoned by the Engliſh. To r revenge which 


indignity; Edwal Foel and his brother Elis, gathered 
their forces together, and fought againſt the Engliſh 


and Danes; but were both unhappily Win 
This Edwal Foel had fix ſons, Meyric, levaf, lago, 


Conan; Edwal, Fychan, and Rdderic : and his Brother 


Elis had iſſue Conan, and 4 daughter, named Trawſt, 
the mother of Conan ap Sitſylhr, | Gruffydh s ap Sirſylhr, 


and Blethyn ap Confyn, which two laſt were FARO 


Princes of Wales, 1 


N DHA, had IDK for 4 b time 
Prince of South-Wales and Powis; in which govern- 
ment he had fo Juſtly and diſcreetly behaved himſelf, 


94%} 


that upon tlie death of Edwal Focl, he was worthily of 


E Preferred 


50. 


preferred to the principality of Wales: N otwithſtand · 


places "they continued long after, and are ſtill to be 
een in the Welch and Latin tongue: For Howel Dha 
| perceiving the laws and cuſtoms of his country to 


Menevia, with che reſt of the biſhops and chief clergy, 
to the number of one hundred and forty, and all the 


: Gwyn ar Taf, or the White Houſe upon the river Taf. 
Thither coming himſelf, he remained with his nobles, 


taſting, imploring the afliſtance and direction of God's 


the peaceable government of his ſubjects. Towards 
the end of Lent, he choſe out of that afſembly twelve 
of the wiſeſt and graveſt, and perſons of the greateſt 
experience, to whom he added Blegored, a man of 
ſingular learning, and one exquiſitely verſed in the 


of them what was requiſite towards the government 


regard to ſpecial cuſtoms belonging. to particular -per- 
| ſons and places. All which l publicly proclaim. 
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ing that Edwal had left behind him ſeveral ſons, who 
at Grft {cemed to murmur at and reſent the election of 
Howel Dha. The Hrſt thing he took care of, was 
to enact good and wholſom laws for the benefit of his 
country; Which held in force in Wales, till the time 
of 5 the Erit, when the Welch received the laws. 
of England, yet not fo generally, but that in ſome 


have grown to great abaſe, ſent for the Archbiſhop of 


barons and nobles of Wales, and ordered that ſix of 
the wiſeſt and belt eſteemed perſons in every commote 
ſhould be cited before him, at his palace called y Ty 


prelates, and ſubjccts for all the Lent, in prayers and 


holy Spirit, that he might reform the laws and cuſtoms 
of the country of Wales, to the honour of God, and 


laws. To theſe he gave commiſſion to examine the 
antient laws and cuſtoms of Wales, and to collect out 


of the country; according to which charge they re- 
rained thoſe that were Wholſom and profitable, ex- 
pounded thoſe that were doubrful and ambiguous, 
and abrogated them that were ſuperfluous and hurt- 
ful : And fo theſe laws were diſt: nguiſhed into three 
ſorts; the firſt concerned the order and regulation of 
the king's houſhold and court; the ſecond, the affairs 
of the country and commonwealth; and the laſt had 


cd 


— a9 


„er e 


ww 


vw - ys 7 UT _ _ We . HI 2 Arnie 


=E = 


fax HISTORY or WALES. 


ed and generally allowed of, Prince Howel ordered 
three copies to be written; one for his own uſe, ano- 
ther to be laid up at his palace of Aberffraw, and the 
third at Dinefawr; ſo that the three provinces of 


Wales might have eaſy recourſe to either of them, when 
need required. And for the better obſervation of theſe 
laws, he cauſed the Archbiſnop of St. David's to de- 


nounce ſentence of excommunication againſt all ſuch 
of his ſubjects as would not obey the ſaſqe. 
Within a while after, Howel, to admit nothing that 
might procure any countenance or authority to theſe his 


laws, accompanied with Lambert, Archbiſhop of St. 


David's, Mordaf, Biſhop of Bangor, and Chebur of St. 
Aſaph, and thirteen of the were 1 prudent and learned 
perſons in Wales, took a 2 to Rome, where the 
laid laws being recited before the Pope, were by his 


holineſs ratified and confirmed : after which, Howel, 


with all his retinue, returned home to his country. 
The particulars of theſe laws are too numerous to 
be here inſerted only it is obſervable, that all matters 
of inheritance of land were determined and adjudged 
by the prince in perſon; or if ſick, by his ſpecial de- 
puty. And that upon view of the ſame land, citing 
together the freeholders of that place, two elders of his 
council, the chief juſtice always attending in the court, 


the ordinary judge of the country where the land lay, 


and the prieſt. The method of their proceeding was 
i / ea PLS Fw 


The prince fate in his judicial-ſeat above the reſt . 


of the court, with an elder on each hand, next to 


whom the frecholders oh both ſides, who upon that 


account were probably called Uctie.wys. Below the 


Prince, at a certain diſtance; ſate the chief juſtice, having 
the prieſt on his right hand, and the ordinary judge of 
the country concerned upon the left. The court being 
thus ſate, the plaintiff wich his advocate, champion 


21 


and Rhingylh or ſergeant, ſtood on the left fide of the 
court; as did the defendant in like manner on the 


right; And laſtly, the witneſſes on both fides appear- 
ed, and ſtood at the lower end ok the hall, directly 
Eg IE Er 8 opp9o- 
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oppoſite to the chief juſtice, to teſtify the beſt of 


their knowledge in the matter in debate. After the 
taking the depoſitions of the witneſſes, and a full 
pleading of the cauſe in open court, upon notice 
given by the ſergeant, the chief juſtice, the prieſt, and 


the ordinary judge, withdrew themſelves for a while, 


to conſult of the matter; and then ſecundum allegata 
& probata, brought in their verdict, Whereupon the 


prince, after contultation had with the elders that ſate 
next him, gave definitive ſentence ; excepting the 
' cauſe was fo obſcure and intricate; that the juſtice of it 
could not appear ; 
end to the controverſy by combat. 


and then the two champions put an 


Whilſt Howel Dha is thus regulating the cuſtoms 


and meliorating the laws and conſtitutions of Wales; 


944- 


order. 
habitants of Cumberland to any peaceable conſtitution, 


St. David's, Marclois biſhop 
the ſon of Lhafyr being to  And- ſhortly after the 
Engliſh entering into Wales with a very ſtrong army, 


Aulafe and Reginald, Kings of the Danes, forcibly : 


entered the country of King Edmund, who being 
vexed with their inceflant hoſtility, gathered his forces 
together, and (as ſome ſay) by the help of Lhewelyn 


ap Sirfylhr, who was afterwards Prince of Wales, fol- 
lowed them to Northumberland; and having overcome 
them in a pitched battle, utterly chaſed them out of 


his kingdom, and remained a whole year in thoſe 
parts to regulate and bring that country to fome quiet 
But finding it impracticable to reduce the in- 


having ſpoiled and waſted the country, he gave it up 


to Malcolm king of Scotland, upon condition that 
he fliould ſend him ſuccours in his wars whenever 
A D. 944. demanded of him. 


In the mean time the Welch 
had but little occaſion to rejoice 3 Hubert biſhop of 


of Bangor, and Ui 


put the country into a great conſternation; but be- 


ing fatisfied with the deſtruction and ſpoil of Strat 


Clwyd, they returned home without doing any more 


| miſchief, The fame time Conan the ſon of Elis 
was like to be treacherouſly put to death by poi- 


fon; „ and Everus biſhop of * e died. The 
- > 
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next year Edmund King of England was unluckily 
ſain upon St, Auguſtine's day; but the manner of bs 
death 18 variouſly delivered ; ſome ſay, that diſcover- 
ing a noted thief, who was out-lawed fitting among 
his gueſts, being "tranſported with indignation aan 
ſo confident a villain, ran upon him very furiouſly, 
who expecting nothing leſs than death, thought to 
die not unrevenged, and therefore with a ſhort 
ger gave the king a mortal wound in the Ke 
Others report, that as the King would haye reſcued a 
ſervant of his from an officer who had arreſted him, 
he was unwittingly and unhappily ſlain by the ſame. 
But however his death happened, he lies buried at 
Glaſtenbury; in whoſe place his brother Edred was 
crowned King of England, who no ſooner had en- 
tered upon his government but he made an expedition 
againſt Scotland and Northumberland, which being 
ſubdued, he received fealty and homage by oath of 
the Scots and Northumbrians, which they did not 
long obſerve. Shortly after Howel Dha, after a long A. p. 948, 
= peaceable reign over Wales, died, much lamented 8 
and bewailed of all his ſubjects, being a prince of a 
religious and à virtuous inclination, and one that ever 
regarded the welfare and proſperity of his people. 
He left iſſue behind him, G en, Run, Roderic, and 
Edwyn, betwixt whom and the ſons of Edwal Foel, 
late Prince of North Wales, great wars and com- 
motions aroſe afterwards about the chief rule and go⸗ 
vernment of Wales. 
But the ſons of Howel Dha, as 3 writers record, 
were theſe, viz. Owen who did not long ſurvive his 
father, Eineon, Meredyth, Dyfnwal, and Rodri, the 
two laſt whereof, as is conceived, were ſlain in the 
battle fought near Lhanrwſt, in the year 952, by the 
ſons of Edwal Foel ; Run lord of Cardigan, who was 
{lain before the death of his father ; Conan y Cwn, 
who poſſeſſed Angleſey ; Edwin, who was alſo ſlain, as 
is ſuppoſed in the for mentioned battle: There was bo 
allo another battle foug [ſr betwixt Howel and Conan ap 
Edwal Foel for the Iſle 1. Angleſey, wherein Conan fell; = 
and Grofiydh his fon a e War, was likewiſe | 
3 Over» 
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by him. 
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overcome; and ſo Cyngar, a powerful perſon, being 
driven out of the iſland, Howel enjoyed quiet poſlet. 
fion thereof, and of the reſt of Gwynedh. It is ſup- 
poſed that this Howel Dha was choſen governor of 


Wales, during the minority. of his. uncle Anarawd's 


ſons; who, at the death of their father, were too 
young to manage the principality ; which he kept till 
his return from Rome, at which time Edwal Foel 
being come of age, he reſigned to him the kingdom 
of Gwynedh or North Wales, together with the ſo- 
vereignty of all Wales 2 Before which time Howel 1 blo 
ſtyled Brenhin Cymry oll, that is, King of all Wales, 
as is ſeen in the preface to that body of laws compiled 


IEVA F and I AGO the Sons of 


DW aL FOEL. 


5 A FT E R the death of Howel Dha, his ſons di- 
vided betwixt them the principalities of South Wales 
and Powis; laying no claim to North Wales, though 


their father had been a general Prince of all Wales. 


But levaf and Tago the fons of Edwal Foel, having 


£ 


put by their elder brother Meyric, as a 2 uncas 


pable of government, and being diſſatisfied with the 


rule of North Wales only, imagined that the prin- 
cipality of all Wales was their right, as deſcending 


from the elder houſe; which the ſons of Howel Dha 
denied them. Indeed, they had been wrongfully kept 15 


out of the government of North Wales during the 
reign of Howel; in whoſe time the recovery of their 


own was impracticable, by reaſon that for his mode- 
ration and other good qualities, he had attracted to 


himſelf the univerſal love of all the Welch. But 


now, he being gone, they are reſolved to revenge the 


injury received by him upon his ſons: and upon a 
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W Gnall pretence, endeavour to reduce the whole coun- 
try of Wales to their own ſubjection. Ievaf and 
Iago were indeed deſcended from the elder branch ; 
but ſince Roderic the Great conferred the principality 
of South Wales upon his younger ſon Cadelh, the fa- 
cher of Howel Dha, it was but juſt his ſons ſhould en- 
oy what was legally deſcended to them by their fa- 
ther: But ambition ſeldom gives place to equity; and 
therefore, right or wrong, Ievaf and Iago muſt have 
a touch for South Wales, which they enter with a 
great army; and being oppoſed, they obtained a very 
opportune victory over Owen and his brethren the 1 
ſons of Howel, at the hills of Carno. The next year 4. P. 950 
the two brothers entered twice into South Wales, de- 
ſtroyed and waſted Dyfet, and flew Dwnwalhon lord. 

of the country. Shortly after which, Roderic the 97. 
third ſon of Howel Dha died. But his brethren per- 
ceiving the folly of ſtanding only upon the defenlive, 
muſtered all their forces together, and entering North : 
Wales, marched as far as Lhanrwſt upon the river f 

Conwy; where ITevaf and Iago met them. A very _ 
cruel battle enſued upon this, and a very great num- 
ber were ſlain on both ſides, among whom were Ana- 
rawd the fon of Gwyriad, the fon of Roderic the 
Great; and Edwyn the ſon of Howel Dha. But the 
victory plainly fayoured the brothers Ievaf and Iago; 

ſo that the Princes of South Wales were obliged to 

retire to Cardiganſhire, whether they were warmly 
purſued; and that country cruelly harraſſed with fire 
and ſword, The next year Merfyn was unhappily 933. 
drowned ; and ſhortly after Congelach King of Ire- 
land was ſlain,  _ ante © be 15 Ce eG. 
The Scots and Northumbrians having lately ſworn 
alleglance to King Edred, he was ſcarce returned to 
his own country, but Aulafe, with a great army, 
landed in Northumberland, and was with much re- 
joicing received by the inhabitants. But before he 
could ſecure himſelf in the government, he was ſhame- 

fully baniſhed the country; and fo the Northumbrians 
elected one Hircius, the ſon of Harold for their king. 
But to ſhew the inconſtancy of an unſettled multitude, 
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they ſoon grew weary of Hircius, and after three 
years ſpace expelled him, and voluntarily ſubmitted 
themſelves to Edred, wh after .he had reigned eight 
years, died, and was buried at Wincheſter, To him 
ſucceeded Edwin the ſon of Edmund, a man ſo im- 


moderately given to venery, that he forcibly married 


another man's wife; for which, and other irregulari- 


ties, his ſubjects, after four years reign, ſet up his 
brother Edgar, who was crowned in his ſtead ; with 


grief of which, he ſoon ended his days. The ſum- 


mer, that ſame year, proved ſo immaderately hot, 
that it cauſed a very diſmal plague in the following 


ſpring, which ſwept away a great number of people; 


before which, Gwgan the ſon of Gwyriad the ſon of 
Roderic died. At this time, Ievaf and Iago forcibly 


managed the government of all Wales, and acted ac- 


cording to their own good pleaſure, no one daring to 


confront or reſiſt them. But for all their power, 
tne ſons of Abloic King of Ireland, ventured to land 
in Angleſey ; and having burnt Holyhead, waſted the 


country of Lhyn. Alſo the ſons of Edwyn the ſon of 
Colhoyn, deſtroyed and ravaged all the country to 


Towyn, where they were intercepted and flain. About 


the ſame time died Meyric the ſon of Cadfan, Rytherch 


biſhop of St. David's, 55 Cadwalhon ap Owen. Not 


long after, the country of North Wales was cruelly 


waſted by the army of Edgar King of England; the 


coccaſion of which invaſion was the non- payment of 


the tiibute that the king of Aberffraw, by the laws 


of Howel Dha, was obliged to pay. to the King of 


London. Burt at length a peace was concluded upon 


theſe conditions, that the Prince of North, Wales, in- 


ſtead of money, ſhould Pay to the King 'of En gland 

the tribute of 300 wolves yearly; which: crowars wag 

then very pernicious and deſtructive to England and 
Vales. This tribute being duly performed for two 


years, the third year there were none to be found. 
in any part of the Iſland; ſo that afterwards the 
Prince of North Wales became exempt from Pay- 


ing any acknowledgment to the King of England. 


The terror ee from the Engliſh, being by 
e — 
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heſe means vaniſhed ; there threatened another cloud 
rom Ireland; for the Iriſh being animated by their 

late expedition, landed again in Angleſey ; and havin 

flain Roderic the ſon of Edwal Foel, they deſtroye 40 

Aberffraw. And this danger being over, Teyaf and · P. 967, 

lago who had jointly and agreeably, till now, mana - 

ged the government of Wales from the death of Howel 
ha, began to quarrel and diſagree among themſelves; 

and Iago having forcibly laid hands upon his brother 

levaf, confined him to perpetual Impriſonment. 

Theſe heats and animoſities between the two brothers, 

gave occaſion and opportunity to Owen prince of 

South-Wales to carve for himſelf, who preſently 

ſeized to his hands the country of Gwyr. And to 

augment the miſeries of the Welch at this time, 

Mactus the ſon of Harold, with an army of Danes, 

entered the iſle of Angleſey, and ſpoiled Penmon. 

King Edgar was fo indulgent to theſe Danes, that he 

| permitted them to inhabit through all England; inſo- 
much that at length they became to be as numerous 
and as ſtrong as the Engliſh themſelves ; and fell into 

om lewd courſes of debauchery, and ſuch horrid 

drinking, that very great miſchief enſued thereupon. 

The king to reform this immoderate fottifhneſs, 'en- 

ated a law, that every one ſhould drink by meaſurre, 

and ſo ſtamped a mark upon every veſſel, how far it 

| ſhould be filled. But Harold having taken Penmon, 
made ſubject to himſelf the whole ifle of Angleſey, 

which however he did not keep long, being forced to 

quit the ſame, and to return home; as did the fleetof | 
king Alfred, which he had ſent to ſubdue Caerlheon — 

upon Uſe. And now being rid of the Engliſh and 97 

Danes, the Welch begin to raiſe commotions among 

themſelves. Ievaf continued till in priſon, to reloue . 0 

| whom, his ſon Howel raiſed his power, and marched _ 

againſt his uncle Iago, who being vanquifhed in fight, 

Vas forced to quit the country, to fave himſelf. Howel 

having won the day, took his eldeſt uncle, Meyric the 
ſon of Edwal priſoner, and pulled out both his eyes, 
clapt him in priſon, where in a woeful condition he 
ſhortly died, leaving behind him two ſons, Edwal and 
o e 8 1 0 Ionafal; 
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Tonafal ; the firſt of which lived to be afterwards prince 


of Wales, and to revenge upon the poſterity of Howel, 
that unnatural barbarity ſhewed to his father. But 


though Howel delivered his father from his long and 


tedious impriſonment, yet he did not think fit to reſtore 
him to his principality ; for whether by age or infirmity 
he was incapable, Howel took upon. him the ſole go- 


vernment of Wales, which he kept and maintained 
for his lifetime, but afterwards it deſcended to his 
\ brethren, For Ievaft had iſſue beſides this Howel 


Meyric, Ievaf, and Cadwalhan all three men of great 


' repute and eſteem, 


About this time died Morgan Hem. in his younger 
days called Morgan Mawr, being an hundred years 
old, having lived fifty years after the death of his 


wife Elen, daughter of Roderic the great, by whom 
he had one fon called Owen. Morgan was a valiant and 
a victorious prince, and well beloved of his ſubjects ; 


but ſometime before his death, Owen, the ſon of prince 
Howel Dha, laid claim to Yſtradwy and Ewy, (called 
the two Sleeves of Gwent Uwchcoed) being the right 


of Morgan, and ſeized upon them to his own uſe. 


But the matter, through the mediation of the clerg 
and nobility, being by both parties referred to the 1— 


ciſion of Edgar king of England, it was by him ad- 
judged, that the ſang Lands did of right belong to 
Morgan, and to the dioceſs of Lhandaff and that 


Owen ap Howel Dha had wrongfully poſſeſſed himſelf | 


of them. The charter of the ſaid award was made 
before the archbiſhops, biſhops, earls, and barons of 
England and Wales; as may be ſeen at Lhandaff, in 


an old manuſcript called y Cwtta Cytarwydd o Forgan- 
nwg. And there 1s ſomewhat to the ſame purpoſe In 


the old book of Lhandaff; only the miſtake in both is, 
that they make Howel Dha the intruder” into the ſaid 


lands, who had been dead at leaſt Teng: Pow be I 
king Edgar began his reign, 
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lago, and forced him to quit his own dominions, took 
upon himſelf the government of Wales, in right of 
his father, who though alive, yet by reaſon of his 


years, was willing to decline it. About the ſame time 


Dwnwalhon Prince of Stradclwyd, took his journey 
for Rome; and Edwalhon ſon of Owen Prince of 


South Wales died; But the Engliſh received a greater 
blow by the death of King Edgar, who was a prince 
W cf excellent qualities, both warlike and religious, and 
one that founded ſeveral monaſteries and religious 


houſes, and particularly at Bangor. 


- 


* 


vailed fo far with him, that he brought an army in- 


to North Wales to reſtore him to his right. Being 
advanced as far as Bangor, he was honourably received 


by Howel, who, at his. requeſt, was contented his un- 


H O W E L, after that he had expelled his uncle 


For Iago ap Edwal having fled to King Edgar, pre. 


* 


cle Iago ſhould have a ſhare in the government, as he 


had in his father Ievaf's time, Then Edgar founded 


a new church at Bangor, on the ſouth- ſide of the Ca- 


thedral, which he dedicated to the bleſſed Virgin Ma- 


ry; and confirmed the ancient liberties of that fee, and 


beſtowed lands and gifts upon it: And then with 
Howel and Iago in his company, he marched towards 


Cheſter, where met him, by appointment, fix kings 
more, viz. Kenneth King of the Scots, Malcolm King 
of Cumberland, Macon King of Man, and Dyfnwal, 


Sifrethus, and Ithel, three Britiſh kings. Theſe eight 


princes having done homage, and ſworn fealty to him, 


entered with him into his barge, and rowed him, four 
of each ſide, from his palace to the church or mona- 
ſtery of St. John Baptiſt, and divine ſervice being 


ended, in like ſtate rowed him back again. To King 
Edgar ſueceeded his fon Edward, ſurnamed the 


younger; 
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younger; who, after four years reign, was treache. 


the fon of Owen king of South Wales, the ſecond 


and waſted it, returned home again. This, though an 
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_ Engliſh, purſued them to Lhyyn and Kelynnoc Fawr, 


Jago was at laſt taken priſoner ;, but ſo generouſly re- 
his portion of the country peaceably for his life. But 
the ſon of Edwal Foel; who, for what pretence, not 
diſcovered, was ſlain by him. It may be, that being 
in a manner ſecure of his uncle Iago, he was appre- 
henſive that Edwal Fychan would put in his pretence 


venient to remove this obſtacle in time, and to ſend 


1 
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rouſly ſlain through the treaſon of his ſtep-mother 
Elfrida, to make room for her own ſon Edelred, upon 
pretence of whoſe minority, being a child only of ſe. 
ven years, ſhe might have the management of the 
kingdom in her own hands, But whilſt the Engliſh 
were in this- waving and unſettled condition, Eineon, 


time entered the country of Gwyr, and having ſpoiled 


unſufferable affront ro Howel Prince of North Wales, 
yet he thought it moſt convenient to paſs by and wink 
at it; being then warmly engaged againſt the aiders 
and abettors of his uncle Iago; and marching againſt 
them with a numerous army, conſiſting of Welch and 


the very extremity of Wales; where, after cruel ra- 
vaging and miſerable harraſſing of the country about, 


ceived by Howel, that he granted his uncle to enjoy 


he did not deal fo kindly with his uncle Edwal Fychan 


for the principality ; and therefore he judged it con- 


him to ſeek for it in another world, For nothing can 
be the cauſe of greater injuſtice and inhumanity in 
princes, than the jealouſy and apprehenſion of rivals 
and pretenders to their government ; to prevent which, 


they will ſacrifice any thing that is juſt and legal, ſo 
that the perſon offending be removed out of the way. 
But though Howel had murdered his uncle Edwal 


Fychan, yet he could not remove all diſputes and pre-. 


tences to North Wales : For at that ſame time that he 
was employed in this unnatural action, Cyſtenyn Dhu, 


or Conſtantine the Black, ſon to Iago then priſoner to 
Howel, having hired an army of Danes, under the 


command of Godfryd the ſon of Harold, marched 


againſt 


Fax HISTORY or WALES. 
" Wacainſt his couſin Howel, and entering North Wales, 
ctroyed Angleſey and Lhyn: Whereupon Howel 

having drawn his forces together, ſet upon them at a 


ceived a very ſhameful overthrow, and Conſtantine the 
bon of Iago was lain; But another army 6f Danes 
fared better in England, who having landed at, and 
WT ſpoiled Southampton, over-ran the countries of Devon 
and Cornwal, burnt the town of Bodman, whereby 
me cathedral church of St. Petrokes, with the biſhop's 


Within a while after, St. Dunſtan archbiſhop of Can- 
W tcrbury died, a pious and religious perſon, who fore- 
W told of very great and unſupportable calamities, the 


Danes. 


guſted at the ſhameful rout he received of Howel in 
the quarrel of Conſtantine, was reſolved to recover his 


with ſome part of South Wales, he was ſhamefully 


Wales, and Howel Prince of North Wales, who had 
zoined their forces againſt him. And now the Welch 


place called Gwyath Hirbarth, where the Danes re- 


palace, were laid in aſhes ; by reaſon of which diſaſter, 
that biſhop's ſee was tranſlated to St. Germains, where 
it continued till the uniting thereof to Crediton. 


7 Engliſh ſhould endure by the cruel outrages of the 
Bur Godfryd the ſon of Harold being highly dif- 


credit, and to revenge himſelf of the Weleh. And 
accordingly he landed with a powerful army in Weſt 
Wales, where, after that he had ſpoiled the land of 
Dyfed, with the church of St. David's, he fought the 
famous battle of Lhanwanoc. But Harold being 
forced upon this to retire and forſake the country, the 
following year Duke Alfred with a conſiderable num- 
ber of Engliſh came to ſupply his room, and to con- 
quer the Welch. But he received as little advantage 

or honour as Harold in this expedition; for after that 

he had laid waſte and deſtroyed the town of Brecnock, 


_ vanquiſhed, and his army almoſt totally cut off by 
the troops of Eineon the ſon of Owen Prince of South 


having quite diſabled the Danes and the Engliſh, be- 
gan to fall to their old courſes, to make uſe of their 
proſperity and quietneſs from abroad, fot quarrelling 
and creating diſturbances at home, The inhabitants 


* 
r 
I * + 
o 
ny 
* 


. 


, 


52 = TAE HISTORY: or WALES. 


of Gwentland imagined themſelves very ſtrong and 
powerful, and therefore muſt needs endeavour to ſhake 
off their allegiance to their prince, and to ſet up one 
of their own making. Owen Prince of South Wales, 
to pacify the rebellious humour of theſe ſeditious and 5 
turbulent people, ſent his ſon Eineon to perſuade them Wn 
to obedience. But a diſtracted multitude got looſe, is Wi 
not to be worked upon by arguments, which Eineon 
fatally experienced, who was ſo far from perſuading 
them in their allegiance by fair means, that they pre- 
ſently fer upon him, and ne that they had the 
bird in their fiſt, who was next to ſucceed, put him to 
.preſent death. And thus moſt ignobly fell this worthy 
prince, who, in his father's time was the only ſupport 
of his country, being a ſtout and a valiant com. 
mander, and one famouſly experienced in the art and 
— diſcipline of war. He had iſſue two ſons, Edwyn and 
Tewdor Mawr, or Theodore the Great, out of, whoſe 
loins feveral Princes of South Wales were ſince de. 
9%. ſcended. But Howel prince of North Wales did not 
regard this diſſention and rebellion in South Wales, 
and therefore took opportunity to ſtrengthen and mul. 
tiply his army, with which he marched the next year 
for England, intending to revenge the incurſions and 
_ . invaſions of the Engliſh upon Wales, and to deſtroy 
and waſte their country. But having entered into 
England, he was preſently fought with, upon which, 
| being refolved either to return victoriouſſy, or to die 
couragiouſly, he fell in among them, but in the ac- 
tion was ſlain, leaving no iſſue behind him to ſucceed 
in his principaliry, though in ſome ancient genealo- 
Lies he is s reputed to have a ſon called Conan Y wi, 
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he could pretend to it. For lonat: | 
Hons of Meyric, the eldeſt ſon of Edwal Foe}, were 
living, and tho? their, father had been rejected as unfit 


ruin of his father's houſe, | 
his government one year, but Meredith the ſon of 
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H owtr, the ſon of Ievaf, had for a long time 
enjoyed the principality of North-Wales, more by 
main force and uſurpation, than any right of ſucceſſion 
For Ilonafal and Edwal the 


tor government, yet that was no reaſon. to deprive 


them of their right. Indeed, Howel could pretend to 
no other right or title, than that his father Ievaf had 


been prince of North- Wales before him, and this he 
thought ſufficient to maintain his poſſeſſion againſt the 


63 


rightful heir, who was far unable to oppoſe or moleſt R 


his wrongful uſurpation. But he being ſlain in this 


raſh expedition againſt the Engliſh, and leaving no 
iſſue to ſucceed him in the crown, his brother Cadwal- 
hon thought he might rightfully take upon him the 
government of North- Wales, ſeeing his father and 
his brother had without any moleſtation enjoyed the 
ſame. However, to make his title ſecure, he thought 


fit to remove all manner of rubs which might create 


any diſpute concerning his right of ſucceſſion, and to 

that end. concluded it neceſſary to make away his 
couſins Ionafal and Edwal the lawful heirs; the firſt of 
which he executed accordingly, but Edwal being aware 
of his intention, privately made his eſcape, and ſo pre- 
This unnatural dealing with 


vented his wicked deſign. ura 
his couſins Ionafal and Edwal coſt Cadwalhon not only 
his life, but the loſs of his principality and the utter 
For he had ſcarce enjoyed 


Owen prince of South-Wales entered into North- 


Wales, ſlew Cadwalhon and his brother Meyric, the 


only remains of the houſe of Ievaf, and under the 
Wo 8 Pretence 
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pretence of conqueſt, poſſeſſed himſelf of the whole 
 rountry, Here we may obſerve and admire the | 
wiſdom of providence, in permitting wrong and 
oppreſſion for ſome time to flouriſh and wax great; 
and afterwards by ſecret and hidden methods, in re- 
ſtoring the poſterity of the right and lawful heir to 
the juſt and priſtine eſtate of his anceſtors, For after 
the death of Edwal Foel, Meyrie who by right of 
birth was legally to ſucceed, was not only deprived 
bf his juſt and rightful inheritance; but Had his eyes 
moſt inhumanly put out; and being condemned to 
_ perpetual imprifonment; for grief of being fo bar; 
barouſly treated; quickly ended his days. But tho 
| his brothers Ievaf and Iago, and Howel and Cad: 
walhon the ſons of the former ſuceeſſively enjoyed 
the principality of North-Wales; yet hot one died 
| fiaturally or free from the revenge of Meyric's ejec- 
tion. For Ievaf was impriſoned by his brother Iago; 
and he with his ſon Conſtantine, by Howel the 1on 
of Tevaf, and afterwards Howel fell by the hands of 
the Engliſh, and his brethren Cadwalhon and Meyric 
- were both ſlain by Meredith ap Owen. On the other 
fide, Edwal ab Meyric who was right heir of North- 
Wales after the death of his brother Iohafal, eſcaped 
the ſnare intended by Cadwalhon; and Meredith ap 
Owen after ſome time leaving North Wales expoſed to 
the enemies, by reaſon he had enough to do to preſerve 
South- Wales, Edwal was received of the North-Wäles 


men as their true prince- 
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RE. EE Pao, 
M zzxzvir H having won the field and ſlain 
Cadwalhon and his brother Meyric, the only ſeeming 
Pretenders. to the principality of North-Wales, took 
upon himfelf the rule and government of it. But before 
he could be well confirmed in his dominions} Goin 
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the ſon of Harold, third time entered into the iſle of 
Angleſey, and having taken Lhyarch the ſon of Owen 


with 2000 men priſoners, moſt cruelly put out his 


eyes; which fo ſtartled and ſtruck ſuch a terror into 
Prince Meredith, that with the feſt of his army, he 


forthwith made his eſcape and fled ro Cardigan. This 


oss to the Welch was the ſame year ſeconded by ano- 
ther, but of another fort; for there happened ſuch a 
_ diſmal and unuſual murrain, that the beſt part of the 
= cattle of Wales periſhed. Neither were the Engliſh 


at this time free from adverſities and troubles, for 


the Danes landed again in England with ſeveral ar- 
mies, and at Weſtport and Witeſt, gave two Engliſh 
lords, Godan and Britchwould ſuch a blow, that the 
king was forced to buy his peace, with the payment 


of 10,00 pound, which was termed, Dane Gelt. But 
within a white after, King Edelred violated and brake 


the peace himfelf, and prepared a great fleet, think- 


ing to vanquiſh che Danes at ſea : ; Bur it proved far 
otherwiſe, and much contrary to his expectation, all 


his ſhips being either deſtroyed or taken, together 

with the Admiral,” Alfric carl f Mercia. The Danes 
being animated with this victory failed up to the 
mmwouth of the Humber, and landing in Yorkſhire, 
bpoiled and deſtroyed the cities of York and Lind- 
ſey; but in their march through Northumberland, 
were routed and put to flight by Godwyn and Frid- 
giſt, two Engliſh generals who were ſent to oppoſe 
them. The ſame time Anlaf king of Norway, and 
Swane of Denmark with 94 gallies ſailed up the 
Thames and beſieged London, which the citizens ſo 
bravely defended, that at length the Danes thought 


beſt to raiſe and quit the ſiege. But though they 


could effect nothing upon he city, yet the country 
Was at their mercy and therefore leaving their ſhips, 
they landed and waſted with fire and ſword all Kent, 
Eſſex, Suſſex, Surry and Hampſhire Wherefore 
King Edelred inſtead of manly oppoſition in the field, 


ſends ambaſſadors to treat about another payment, 


and ſo the Danes being ſatisfied with a great ſum of 


money and vietuals,! * quiet that winter at Sourh- 
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for ſeveral years a retired and a private life, died: 


rebels of Gwentland, and Lhywarch who had his 
eyes put out by Godfryd the ſon of Harold the Dane, 


North Wales, and now upon his father's death takes 


elder brother. But upon his advancement to his new 
principality, he was like to meet with no very ſmall 
troubles ; for the Danes at Hampton quickly broke 
the league with king Adelred, and failing towards the 
Weſt mighrily annoyed the coaſts of Cornwal and De- 


deſtroyed St. David's, Lhanbadarn, Lhanrhyſtyd, 


a Prince Meredith was forced to compound with them, 
and to pay a tribute of one penny for every perſon 
within his dominions, which in Welch was called 


Abloic king of the country, and ſo ſpoiled and ra- 
vaged that kingdom, that a great number of the na- 


ed this year. But the next year Edwin ap Eineon, who 


— 
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ampton. Upon this compoſition, Anlaf was invited 
by Adelred, and royally entertained, and being dil. 
miſſed with very many rich preſents, he promiſed 
upon oath to depart the kingdom and never to 
moleſt it any more, which he faithfully per. 
Whilſt the Engliſh and the Danes were thus for a Wl 
time agreed, Ievaf the ſon of Edwal having ſpent BW 


CES 
Bed 


Dha Prince of South Wales. This Owen had three 
ſons, Eineon who in his father's time was ſlain by the 


And was quickly followed by Owen the ſon of Howel 


and Prince Meredith, who had, already conquered 


poſſeſſion alſo of South Wales, without any regard 
had to Edwyn and Theodore the ſons of Eineon his 


vonſhire, and at laſt landed in South Wales, Having 


I handydoch, and ſeveral other religious places; the 
country was ſo cruelly haraſſed and weakened. that 


Glwmaem, otherwiſe, the tribute of the black army, 
And Ireland too at this time received no inconſiderable 
blow trom the Danes, who ſlew Elwmaen the ſon of 


fives periſhed by ih. 
The year following Owen the fon of Dyfnwal, a man 
of conſiderable note and reputation among the Welch, 
was ſlain; beſides which, nothing remarkable happen- 


was right heir to the. principality of South: Wales, he- 
HERE) x „ ving 
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IS ving drawn to his help a great army of Engliſh and 
WS Danes hoſtibly entered into Meredith's country, ſpoiled 


all the land of Cardigan, Dyfed, Gwyr, Kydwely and 


St. David's, and received hoſtages of the chief per- 


fons of thoſe countries to own him as their rightful 
prince. To return theſe outrages upon Edwyn, Me- 


T | redith deſtroyed the town of Radnor, ſpoiled Gla- 


morgan, and carried the chiefeſt men therein priſon- 
ers, who paying their ranſom, were ſet at liberty. 


But whilſt Wales was in this tottering condition, and 


ſcarce any place free from - hoſtility z it happily fell 


out, that Meredith and Edwyn were made friends, and 


the differences compoſed between them, ſo that the 


| Engliſh and Danes who came m with Edwyn, and 
ho expected to fare beſt by theſe civil diſturbances - 
of the Welch, were unexpectedly caſhiered and ſent 


home. And ſoon after this agreement, Cadwalhon, 


the only ſon of Meredith, died, which rendered the 


compoſition between Mercdith and Edwyn more firm, 


by reaſon that this latter thought now, without any 


diſpute to ſucceed Meredith in his principality. But 
this fell ſhort of his aim, for Meredith being ix much 
diſturbed in South Wales, had ſo much work upon 


his hands to defend that country, that he left North 


Wales open and expoſed ro the common enemy, 


which the Danes were quickly acquainted with, and 
ſo landing in Angleſey, they ravaged and laid waſte 


the whole iſland. The North Wales men finding 
themſelves thus forſaken by Meredith, and their coun- 
try like to be over-run by the Danes, if not timely 
prevented, fer up Edwal the fon of Meyric, the indiſ- 
putable heir of North Wales, though long kept from 
1t, and owned him for their prince. But thoſe in- 


ceſſant wars and commotions in South Wales, occa- 
| honed a very diſmal famine and ſcarcity in the coun- 


try, of which a very conſiderable number of people 


periſhed, And thus Meredith who had once con- 


quered North Wales, and ſor a long time had got poſ- 


ſeſſion of South Wales, without any right or title to 


ether, was now obliged to relinquiſh the one, and was 


ſcarce able to maintain the other. 


„ 


99. 


991. 


992: 


Dt | | Edwal 


68 | Tat | HI S'T O R * or W AL E 8; 


- 3 = — 8 
8 A __ 
| : * ns — — 
r ae _ _ A 
r Ken 2 8 on. 2 #5, 4-4 . 


FP. TY , 
Th 


ZE & — — 
TTT 


E DWA IL. A MEYRIC.. 


a © DW A L after a bus and tedious expectution; 
4 being now joyfully received by the North Wales men 
1 for their prince, endeavoured the firſt thing to de- 
1 fend his ſubjects from the injuries and depredations 
they received from the Danes. And having in a mea- 
ſure effected that, he was accoſted by another ene 
my; for Meredith being reſolved to revenge the in- 
dignity and diſgrace put upon him by the North 
Wales men, in depriving him of the government of 
their country, gathered and muſtered together all his 
Power, intending to recover again that principality. 
Being advanced as far as Lhangwm, Edwal met him, 
and in plain battle routed his army; in which action, 
Theodore or Tewdor Mawr, Meredith's nephew was 
ſlain, leaving behind him two ſons, Rhys and Ry- 
therch, and a daughter named Elen. But it is pro- 
bable that it was not Tewdor Mawr, but his brother 
Edwyn that was lain in this battle, which alſo ſeems 
rather to have been fought at Hengym in Ardudwy 
in Merionethſhire, then at Lhangwm, for in that place 
there are to this day certain monuments of victory to 
be ſeen; as heaps of ſtones, tomb-ſtones and columns, 
which they call Curneddi Hengwm. Edwal return- 
ing home triumphantly after this victory, thought 
he had now ſecured himſelf in his government, and 
we expected to enjoy his dominions quietly, and without 
3 any moleſtation. But he had ſcarce recovered the 
fatigue of the laſt engagement, when Swane the 
fon of Harold having lately pillaged and waſted 
the iſle of Man, landed in North Wales, whom 
Edwal endeavouring to. oppoſe, was ſlain in the en- 
counter n one ſon behind him, called Jago. 
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St. David's, and deſtroying all before them with fire 
and ſword, flew Morgeney or Urgeney, biſhop of that 
dioceſe. Prince Meredith being highly concerned at 
the miſchiefs theſe barbarous people continually did 
to his country, and the more, becauſe he was not able 


| WT to repel their inſolencies, out of grief and vexation 


died; having iſſue one only daughter named An- 


_ gharad, who was twice married; firlt to Lhewelyn 


ap Sitſyhlt, and after his death to Confyn Hirdref, or 
as others think, to Confyn ap Gweryſtan. She had 
children by both huſbands, which occaſioned after- 


wards great diſturbances and civil commotions in 


— Wales, the iſſue of both adventures pretending a 


right of ſucceſſion to the principality of South 


A E DAN ay BLE GOR AD. 


E D WA 7 Prince of North Wales being killed in 


the battle againſt Swane, and having no other iſſue 


than Iago, who was a minor, and too young to take 


upon him the government; and Meredith Prince of 
South Wales dying without any other iſſue than a 
daughter, cauſed very heavy quarrels and contentions 


among the Welch, ſeveral without any colour of right, 
putting in their claim and pretenſions to the govern- 
ment. In North Wales, Conan the ſon of Howel, 


and Aedan the ſon of Blegorad were the chief aſpirers 
to that principality; and becauſe they could not 


agree who ſhould be the man, they fairly conſented 
to try the matter in open field, where Conan had 


the misfortune to be ſlain; and ſo Aedan was vic- 


toriouſly proclaimed Prince of North Wales. But 


who this Aedan was deſcended from, or what co- 
5 : = © * La of £ 5 * N 2 | ot ; 
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| tour or pretence he could lay to the prineipality, can. 
not be as much as gueſſed at, there being none of that 
name to be met with in any Welch records, exceptin 
that Blegorad who is mentioned in the line of Howe 
Dha, whoſe eſtate and quality was too mean, that: his 
poſterity ſhould lay any claim to the principality of 
of Wales. But be that how it will, Aedan after his 
victory over Conan ap Howel, was owned Prince b 
the North Wales men, over whom: he bore rule for 
the ſpace of twelve years; though beſides his: conqueſt 


of Conan ap Howel, there being nothing recorded of 


him, excepting his being lain, together with his four 
ſons by Lhewelyn ap Sitſylht. 

But whilſt the Welch are in this ;pccefeage and un- 
ſettled .condition, the Scots in-Ireland began. to grow 
powerful, and having deſtroyed the town and countr 
of Develyn, they took Gulfath and Ubiad, two Iriſh 


lords, priſoners, whoſe eyes they moſt inhumanly put 


out. The Danes alſo, who had lately made their in- 
curſions into South Wales, began now to moleſt the 
Engliſh; having landed in the Welt, paſſed through the 


counties of Somerſet, Dorſet, Hamplbire and dune 


deftroying and burning all before them. Having ad 
vanced without any oppoſition, as far as the river 
Medway, they laid fiege ro Rocheſter, which the 


Kentiſh men endeavouring to preſerve, aſſembled MW 


themſelves together, and gave the Danes batrle, but 
were vanquiſhed in the undertaking. King Edelred 
was then in Cumberland, where the Danes were more 
numerouſſy planted, which country he kept quiet and 
in ſubjection. But in the mean time wet army of 
Danes landed in the Weſt, againſt whom the country 
people of Somerſetſhire aſſembling themſelves, ſhewed 


hes readineſs to attack them, but wanting a head | 
to direct them, were eaſily put to their heels, and the 


| Danes ruled and commanded the country at their 
pleaſure. Fhe King being ſorely vexed at the inſo- 


e and reſtleſs depredations of the Danes, thought | 


convenient to ſtrengthen himſelf by ſome woe 
Affinity, and to that end, ſends ambaſſadors to 


Py —— — FS” wy 1 


ichard 
Gele of Ga. ng by daughter Emma in 


marriage, 
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. marriage, and ſuccours to repel the Daniſh incur- 
dons. Here it is obſervable, that as the Saxons 
being formerly calted over as friends and allies to 
the well-meaning Britains, violently and wrongfully 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the greateſt part of the ifland 
ſo now the Normans being invited to aid the En- 
gliſh againſt the Danes, took fo good a liking to 
the country, that they never gave over their deſign 
of gaining it, till at laſt they became conquerors of 
the whole iſland. The miſchief of calling in the 
Normans, though foretold to King Adelred, he 
__ was fo far coricerned about the preſent calamities 
= received by the Danes, that he was deaf to all fu- 
= turities, how dangerous and miſchievous ſoever they 
might prove. And therefore being puffed up with 
hopes of increaſe of ſtrength by this new affinity, 
he ſent private letters to all cities'and towns through- 
out his dominions where the Danes were quartered, 
requiring them all upon St. Brice's night to maſ- 
ſacre the Danes, which was accordingly performed 
with much unanimity and ſecrecy. This cruel dif- 
alter was ſo far from diſcouraging the Danes, that 
they now began to vow the eradication of the En- 
gliſh nation, and to revenge that unmanly maſſacre 
of their country-men z to which end they landed in 
Devonſhire, and over-running the country with fire 
and ſword, ſpared nothing t . 5 had the leaſt ſpark 
of life in it. The city of Exeter they razed to the 
ground, and flew Hugh the Norman, whom the 
Queen had — to the government of it. 
To prevent their further incurſions, Almarus Earl 
of Devon gathered a great army out of Hampſhire 
and Wiltſhire, and the country thereabouts, and 
marched with a reſolution ſtoutly to oppoſe the 
Danes, who put Almarus to flight and purſued him 
to Wilton and Saliſbury, Which being ranſacked and 
plundered, they carried' the pillage er trium- 
N to their ſhi 52 
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A. D. 1004. The next year Swane, a prince of great: repute in 
Denmark, landed upon the coaſt of Norfolk and laid 
ſiege to Norwich, and waſted the country thereabouts, 
But Wolfkettel duke of that country, being too weak. 
to oppoſe him, thought it moſt convenient to make a 
peace with, the Dane; - Which was quickly broke; and 
then Swane marched privately to Thetford, which 
after he had ſpoiled and ranſacked, he returned with 
his prey to his ſhips. Wolfkettel hearing this, pri- 
vately drew up his forces, and ſtoutly marched againſt 
the enemy; but being far inferior in number, the Danes 
f got the day, and afterwards failed to their own coun- 
try. Within two years after, the Danes returned again, 
| bringing with them their uſual companians,! the fire, 
the ſword, and the ſpoil, and landed at Sandwich; 
which after they had burnt and pillaged, they ſailed to 
the iſle of Wight, where they took up their winter- 
quarters till Chriſtmas : And then coming forth 
thence; they over-ran, by ſeveral parties the coun- 
tries of Hampſhire and Berkſhire, as far as Reading, 
Wallingford and Colſey; devouring up, for want of. 
other plunder „ all the proviſions and victuals they 
found in the houſes, and retributed the ſame with fire 
fo and ſword at their departure. In their return they 
maet with the army of the Weſt Saxons near Eſſing:- 
ton, but this cohſiſting only of a raw and unexpe- 
rienced rabble, they eaſily | broke through, and paſ- 
ſing triumphantly by the gates of Wincheſter, they got 
ſafe with great booty to the iſle of Wight. King Adel- 
red all this while lay at his manor- houle in Shropſhire, 
much troubled and concerned at theſe uninterrupted” 
devaſtations of the Danes. But the nobility of Eng- 
land, rather to ſave ſome than loſe all they poſſeſſed, 
- bought their peace of the Danes for 55 ſum of 

30,000 pound; during which interval, King Adel- 
red rouſing his drooping ſpirits, ordained, that every; | 
three hundred hides of land, one hide being as much, 
as one plough can ſufficiently till, through his do- 
minions, ſhould man out a ſhip, and every eight hides” 
a corſlet and a helmet; beſides which the king had no 
ncenliderable r ſent him. from N ormandy, 14 
cet 
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fleet when rendezvouſed at Sandwich ſeemed terrible 
in thoſe days, and was the greateſt that ever before 
then rode upon the Britiſh ſea. And now, one might 
have thought, that all things would 80 well with the 
Engliſh, when of a! ſudden another cloud appears; 
for one Wilnot, a nobleman of Suſſex, being baniſhed 
by King Adelred, got to ſea with a ſmall number of 
== ſhips, and practiſed pyracy along the coaſts of Britain, 
and mightily annoyed all merchants and paſſengers. 
= Brightrych, brother to the traiterous Edric Earl of A. D. zoog; 
Mercia, thinking to advance his reputation by ſome 
ſignal exploit, promiſed to bring Wilnot dead or alive 
before him: To which end, he ſets forth with a con- 
= {ſiderable fleet; which meeting with a terrible ſtorm, 
woas by the tempeſt driven back, and wrecked upon 
the ſhores; ſo that a great number of the ſhips were: 
drowned, and the reſt burnt by Wilnot and his com- 
pany. Brightrych being abaſhed with this unfortu- 
nate beginning, returned ingloriouſly by the Thames 
back to London; ſo that this great preparation againſt 
the Danes, was daſhed to pieces, and came to no- 
| thing, RF: JN AMT > 1 i MESFET #48; WHOS; N 
The Danes were not ignorant of the misfortune the _ 
Engliſh received by this ſtorm, and without any fur- "uu 
ther enquiry, landed at Sandwich, and ſo paſſed on 
to Canterbury, which they intending to deſtroy, was 
by the citizens bought off for 3000 J. Paſſing from 
thence, through Kent, Suſſex and Hampſhire, they 
came to Berkſhire, where King Edelred at length met 
with them, and purpoſing reſolutely to ſet upon them, 
was by the cunning inſinuations and ſubtile arguments 
of traytor Edric diſſuaded from fighting. The Danes 
being thus delivered from the danger which they cer - 
tainly expected, paſſed on joyfully by the city of Lon- 
don, and with great booty returned to their ſhips. 
The next year they landed again at Ipſwich, upon A. 
cenſion day, Where Wolf kettel entertained them with 
A ſharp encounter; but being overpowered by num- 
ber, he was forced to give back, and yield the day to 
the Danes, Paſſing from thence to Cambridge, they 
met with Ethelſtan, King Edelred's nephew 1 


AD. 010. But they could not contain themſelves long in their 


1012. moſt cruelly put to death. The next year Swanez 


Tux HISTORY or WALES. 
| fiſter, who with an army was come to oppoſe them ; 
but the Danes proving too powerful, he with many 
other noblemen were ſlain; among whom- were duke 
Ofwyn and the Earls Edwyn ana Wolfrike/ From 
hence they paſſed through Eſſex, leaving no manner of 
_ cruelty and barbarity unpractiſed, and returned laden 
with booty to their ſhips, which lay in the Thames. 


veſſels; and therefore ſallying out, they paſſed by the 
river ſide to Oxford, which they ranſacked over again; 
adding to their prey, Buckingham, Bedford, Hartford, 
and Northamptonſhire and having accompliſhed that 
year's cruelties, at Chriſtmas they returned to their 
ſhips. Yet the prey of the country from the Trent 
ſouthward, would not fatisfy theſe unmereiful barbas 
rians; but as ſbon as the ſeaſon gave them leave to 
peep out of their dens, they laid flege to the city of 
Canterbury, which being delivered up by the treach- 

ery of Almarez the archdeacon, was condemned to 

blood and athes, and Alfege the archbiſhop carried 
priſoner to the Daniſh fleet, Where he was at length 


king of Denmark, came up the Humber, and landed 
at Gaineſborow ; whether repaired to him Uthred 
Earl of N orthumberland, with his people, the inha- 
bitants of Lindſey, with all the coùntries northward 
of Watling-ſtreet, being a highway croſſing from the 
eaſt to the weſt ſea, and gave their oath and hoſtages 
to obey him. Whereupon, King Swane perceiviag 
his undertaking to prove ſo fortunate beyond expec- 
tation, committed the care of his fleet to his ſon 
Cnute, and marched himſelf firſt to Oxford, and 
then to Wincheſter; which cities, whether for feat 
of further calamitics, readily” acknowledged him for 
cheir king. From thence he marched for London, 
where King Edelred then lay; and which was © 
ſtoutly defended by the citizens, that he was like ta 
effect nothing againſt that town; and therefore he 
directed his courſe to Wallingford and Bath, where 
the principal men of Weſt Saxon yielded him ſubs 
jection, The Londoners too, at laſt fearing: his 


fury 
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fury and diſpleaſure, made their peace, and ſent him 
hoſtages 3 which city being: received to mercy, Swane, 
from that time was accounted king of all England. 
King Edelred perceiving all his affairs in England to 
go againſt him, and his authority and government 
reduced to fo narrow a compaſs, having ſent his 

queen, with his two ſons Edward and Alfred, to 
Normandy, he. thought convenient within a while 
after to follow himſelf. Being honourably received 
by his brother-in-law: Richard; he had not been there 
long but news arrived of the death of Swane, and 
that he was deſired by the Engliſh to return to his 
kingdom. Being animated and comforted” with this 
furpriſing news, he ſet forward with a great army for 
rd England, and landing A Lyndley, he cruelly har- 
=_ raſſed that province, by reafon that it had owned fub- 
jection to Cnute the ſon of Swane, whom: the Danes 
had elected king in 'his-father's ſtead. King Cnute 
being at Ipſwich, and certified of the arrival of King 
Edelred, and the devaſtation of Lyndſey; fearing that 
his authority was going down the wind, barbarouſſ7 
cut off the hands and noſes of all the hoſtages he re- 
ceived from the Engliſh,” and preſently ſtruck ſail for 
Denmark. And whilſt England was in this general 
confuſion, there fell out no leſs a ſtorm in Ireland; 
for Brian king of that iſland, and his fon Murcath, 
with other kings of the country ſubject to Brian, joined 
their forees againſt Sutric the ſon of Abloic king of 
of Dublin, and Mailmorda king of Lagenes. Sutric 
being of himſelf too weak to encounter ſo numerous 
a multitude, hired all the pyrates and rovers who 
cruiſed upon the ſeas, and chen gave Brian battle, 
who, with his ſon Murcath, was ſlain; and on the 
other ſide, Mailmorda, and Broderic General of the 
za 0 ͤ oury our 

But Cnute, though he was in a manner forced to 

forſake England upon the recalling of King Edelred, 
yet he did not abandon all his pretence to the king- 
dom; and therefore the next year he came to rene 
his claim, and landed with a ſtrong fleet in Weſt 
Sex, where he exerciſed very great hoſtiliry. To 
3 LP ee 


5 cov” 2. 
we Wo K MD 4 benz L 


W n 
— — 1 E 2 ww - * — , \ 
So OT OS $a 
Cd. wh \ b = * 88 


9 Mi 
. 
K . 
1 
1 
. 
. 
% 
4 42 
vs - 

15 

8 


1 
— 1 
- 
W. 
We 
. 1 
TAJ 
"Y 3 
* 
4 4 7 
2 . ( 
y . 
OS 
2 
* 
1 OBE! 
E l 
S - 
a 
4 Z 
Mi 
, EY 
2 + 4: 
LY 
©, o 
R. I 
* 
1 
* 
** 
1 * 
. . 
"WE 
14 
* 
= 
1 7 
Ip 7 
4% 
= 
f 
* 
"AN 
. 
1 
Tt 
7 
+ 
Þ »; 
"PER 
{883 
* 4+ 
28 
þ 
"=_- 
. 9 
14 
1 
* 
25 
© 2637 
ho 
* 
8 
5 
Re 
\ 
7 
55.35 
Ps 
4 
N 
s * 
* 
1 
i - 
C 
* 
"£4 
ous 
** 8 
r 
o 2 
LIB 
* Ke 
18 
\ 
* 
1 
a 
- $4 
* $2 
P.- — 
CS 
_ 
$4] 
3 
4+ 
* 
Rf 
7 
£5 
Y 4 5 
” 3 7 
„ 
4 
Nr? 
"| 
F* 


— l 
2 1 8 4 
1 —_ rd wats n 
* i * «> * I&" © I 
. n e 
Iſs. 4 =P . 8 
= 
_— : $4, 


Sag All, Wh. ir = . D 5 b I 7 £ 5 - G 
2 r 8. be „ . n "4 4; 2 e * 7 e D 7 
i * * n m r r e 2 , ä 2 P r rr he oh 
ß c INS C0 09.7 SD 
i x, r m4 " +, MF ac ts Pg DDS HET r — LI Ia — 1 - l 


A.D. 1013. | 


76 


Tür HISTORY/or WALES. 
prevent his incurſions, Edric and Edmund baſtard. 


fon to Edelred, raiſed their forces ſeparately; but 


when both armies were united, they durſt not, whe- 


ther for fear, or the diſſention of the two generals, 


fight with the Danes. Edmund therefore paſſed to 


the North, and joined with Uthred duke of Nor- 


thumberland, and both together deſcended and ſpoil. 


ed Stafford, Leiceſter, and Shropſhire. On the 1 
fide, Cnute marched forcibly.” through Buckingham, 


Bedford, Huntingtonſhire, and ſo by Stafford paſſed 


toward Vork, * Uthred haſtened, and finding 
no other remedy, ſubmitted himſelf, with all the Nor. 
thumbrians, to Cnute, giving hoſtages for the perfor- 
mance of what they then agreed upon. But never- 
theleſs this ſubmiſſion, Uthred was treacherouſly ſlain, 


not without the permiſſion of Cnute, and his duke- 


dom beſtowed upon one Egrick a Dane; whereupon 


Edmund left them, and went to his father, who lay 


ſick at London. Cnute returning to his ſhips pre- 
ſently followed, and ſailed up the Thames towards 


London; but before he could draw nigh the city, 
King Edelred was dead; having prolonged a long and 


troubleſome reign for thirty-ſeven years. After his 
deceaſe, the Engliſn nobility choſe his baſe fon Ed. 
mund, for his inet ſtrength and hardineſs in war, 
ſurnamed Ironſide, for their king. Upon this Cnute 
brought his whole fleet up the river to London, and 
having cut a deep trench round about the town, in- 
veſted it on all ſides; but being valourouſly repulſed 
by the defendants, he detached the beſt part of his 
army to fight with Edmund, | who was marching to 


raiſe the ſiege; and both armies coming to battle at 


x Proman by Gillingham, Cnute with his Danes were 
put to flight. | But as ſoon as time and opportunity 


would give him leave to increaſe his forces, Cnute 


gave Edmund a ſecond battle at Caerſtane; but E- 
dric, Almar, and Algar under hand ſiding with the 
Danes, Edmund was ard put to it, to maintain the 
fight obſtinately, till night and wearineſs parted them. 
Both armies having ſufficiently ſuffered in this action, 
Fame went to to Weſt Sex to reinforce himſelf, and the 


Danes 
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Danes returned to the ſiege of London, where Edmund 
quickly followed, raiſed the ſiege, and forced Cnute 
and his Danes confuſedly to betake themſelves to their 
ſhips, and then entered triumphantly into the city. 
Iwo days after, paſſing the Thames at Brentford, he 
ſell upon the enemies backs; by which lucky oppor- 
WF unity obtaining a conſiderable victory, he returned 
again to raiſe recruits among the Weſt- Saxons. Cnute, 
upon Edmund's removal, appeared again before Lon- 
don, and inveſted it by land- and water; but all in 
van; the beſieged ſo manfully and reſolutely defend- 
ning themſelves, that it was impracticable to maſter 
the town before Edmund could come to the relief of 
it. And this they preſently experienced; for Edmund, 
after having augmented his forces, croſſed again the 
Thames at Brentford, and came to Kent in purſuit of 
Cnute, who upon engaging, was ſo ſhamefully defeat- 
ed at firſt, and his men put to that terrible flight, that 
there wanted nothing of a full and abſolute victory, 
but the true loyalty of the. traytor Edric, who per- 
= cciving the victory to incline to Edmund, and the 
Danes like to receive their mortal and final blow, 
= crycd aloud, Fled Engle, Fled Engle, Edmund is dead, 
and thereupon, fled with that part of the army under 
his command, leaving the king over-powered with 
number. By this deſertion the Engliſh were at the 
laſt overthrown, and a great number flain ; among 
whom were Duke Edmund, Duke Alfric, Duke God- 
wyn, and Ulfkettel, the valiant Duke of the Eaſt-An- 
gles, together with all the Engliſh cavalry, and a 
great part of the nobility. After this victory, Cnute 
marched triumphantly to London, and was crowned 
king; but Edmund preparing to try his fortune in an- 
other field, muſtered together all the forces he could, 
and meeting with Cnute in Glouceſterſhire,” intended 
to give him battle: but conſidering what cruel and 
unnatural bloodſhed had already happened, both ge- 
. nerally agreed to put an end to their tedious quarrel by 
ſingle combat; and the place being appointed, Edmund 
and Cnute fell to it very vigourouſly, till at laſtCnute 
perceiving it impracticable to vanquiſh a man of ra 
| # ſides, 
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ſides, laid down his weapon, moving this compoſt. 
tion, to divide the kingdom fairly betwixt them 
Edmund was not diſpleaſed at the offer, and theres 
fore both parties ſubmitted: to this deciſion, that Ed- 
mund ſhould rule the Weſt-Saxons and the South; 
Cnute in Mercia and all the North; and ſo they parted 


friends, Cnute, moving to London, and Edmund to 


Oxford. But Edric was not pleaſed, that Edmund 
ſhould have any ſhare at all of che government, and 
therefore he is reſolved to conſpire againſt his life, 
and to deliver the whole kingdom of England into 


the hands of Cnute; of whom he might reaſonably 


expect for this, and other traiterous ſervices, a very 
ample and an anſwerable return. This he committed 
to one of his own ſons to put in execution, an imp 

of the old ſtock, and one early verſed in wicked and 


traiterous deſigns ; who perceiving the king go to 
ſtool, thurſt a ſharp knife up his fundament, of 


which wound he preſently died. Edric being quickly 
certified of the fact, potted it up to London, and 
with great joy and loud acclamations came to Cnute, 


greeting him as ſole king of England, and withal, 


telling him in what manner, and by whoſe means his 
old enemy King Edmund was affafinated and killed at 


Oxford. Cnute, though pleaſed at the death of Ed- 


mund, was a perſon of greater honour than to com- 


mend ſo horrible a deed, though done to an enemy, 
and therefore told Edie; that he would without fail 
take care to reward him, as his deſerts required, and 


would advance him above all the nobility of England, 


which was quickly performed, his head being placed 


upon the higheſt tower in London for a terror to 
ſuch villainous traitors to their king. Edric being thus 
deſervedly diſappointed of the mighty thoughts he en- 
tertained of greatneſs, upon the advancement of Ki! 
Cnute, this generous Dane ſcorned his baſeneſs, and fo 
having paid him a traitors reward, cauſed execution to 


be done upon all Edric's accomplices, and thoſe that 
conſented to the baſe murder of . brave Prince 


About 5 


King ae 


1 Ie gy —£ © » «a, AS _ 


THE HISTORY of WALES. 79 
About the ſame time there happened no ſmall di-A. D. ro. 
ſturbance and commotions in Wales; Lhewelyn ap 
yticylht having for ſome years ſat ſtill and quiet, be- 

55 gan now to beſtir himſelf; and having drawn all his 
forces together, marched againſt Aedan, who forci- 
bly and without any legal pretence, had entered up- 
on, and for all this time had kept himſelf in the go- 

= ;crnment of North Wales, Aedan would not eaſily 

WS cj hiqmſelf from what had been fo long in his poſ- 
= {-fhon to maintain which, he gave Lhewelyn battle: 
But the day going againſt him, himſelf, with his four 
ſons, were ſlain upon the ſpot ; upon which, Lhewe- 
lyn, without any regard had to Iago the ſon of Edwal 

the right heir, took upon himſelf the title and autho- 
rity of Prince of all Wales. His pretence to North- 
Wales, was, as being deſcended from Trawſt daugh- 
ter to Elis, ſecond ſon to Anarawd, who was the eldeſt 
ſon of Roderic the Great; and to South Wales, as 
= having married Angharad the only daughter of Me- 
= rcdith Prince of South Wales; by virtue of which 
pretenſions he aſſumed to himſelf the government of 
all Wales. \ "Hes OY 15 . 
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LuEWILVN having, as is ſaid, taken upon 
him the general government of Wales, managed his 
charge with ſuch prudence and moderation, that the 
country in a ſhort time became very flouriſhing and 
proſperous ; peace and tranquility being eſtabliſhed 
produced plenty and increaſe of al things neceſſary to 
human ſubſiſtence: For there was none that could 
lay any claim or pretence to either of the principa- 
lities, excepting Iago the ſon of Edwal, who was in- 
deed lawful heir of North Wales; but either too weak 
_ to withſtand, or unwilling to diſturb Lhewelyn's - 
title, he lay quiet for a- time, expecting a better op- 
8 | portunity 
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portunity to recover his right. In the mean time, 
Cnute being crowned king of all England, marries 


Emma the widow of King Edelred; and for the 


better ſecuring the Engliſh: erown to hiinſelf and his 
heirs, he thought it expedient to diſpatch Edmund and 
Edward the ſons of Ironſide out of the way. But left 
ſuch an execrable fact ſhould ſeem too black to be 
done in England, he ſent the two youths to Solomon 


King of Hungary, willing him to uſe ſome conve- 
nient opportunity to take away their lives; which 


ſeemed to Solomon ſo very unnatural, that inſtead of 


complying with Cnute's requeſt, he educated and 
brought them up as his own children. But Cnute 


imagined now that his fear was over, and his buſineſs 
effectually finiſhed ; ſo that he could the more boldly 
demand of his ſubjects, what either his neceſſity or 
curiofity would prompt him to. And reflefting with 


himſelf, what exceſſive expence he had been at in 


the conqueſt of England, was reſolved that the Engliſh 


ſhould repay him; and therefore required a ſubſidy of 
_ ſeventy two thouſand pounds, beſides eleven thouſand, 
which the city of London contributed. The ſame time 
Meyric the fon of Arthfael, a perſon of quality in 


Wales, rebelled, and raiſed an army againſt Prince 


Lhewelyn, who no ſooner appeared in the field to 


quell his male-contented General, but manfully flew 
him with his own hand, and eaſily diſcomfited his fal- 


lowers. The ſame time Cnute ſailed over into Den- 


mark, and made war upon the Vandals, who, for all 


that they had a greater army in che field, were over- 
come by the incomparable valour of earl Godwyn; 
for which famous action Cnute had the Engliſh | in great 


eſteem ever after. 


But Lhewelyn Prince of Wales, thou gh he had 
lately quelled the rebels headed by 15 was now 


to encounter with another difficulty, which ſeemed to 
threaten greater diſturbance and trouble to him: for a 


certain perſon of a mean quality in Scotland, coming 


to South Wales, aſſumed the name of Run, and gave 
out that he was the ſon of Meredith Prince of South- 


W ales 3 to whom Joined a great number of the no: 
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bility, who had no great affection to Lhewelyn, and 
proclaimed Run Prince of South Wales. Lhewelyn 
being then in North Wales, and certified of this fa- 
mous impoſtor, drawing his army together, marched 
to meet him; who, with the whole ſtrength of South 
Wales, then lay at Abergwili, where he abode the ar- 
rival of Lhewelyn. When both armies were ready 
to join battle, Run makes a vaunting ſpeech to his 
ſoldiers, aſſuring them of victory; and ſo perſuading 
them courageouſiy to fall on, privately himſelf retired 


out of harm's way; there one might have obſerved on 
the one ſide a valiant army under a cowardly general, 


and on the other part a valiant and a noble com- 
mander engaging with a flow and a faint-hearted ar- 
my; for Lhewelyn, like a bold and caurageous prince, 


ventured into the midſt of his enemies, whilſt Run 


privately ſneaked off out of all danger; and the South 


Wales men were more fierte and eager in the cauſe of 


a pretender than the North Wales men to maintain the 


quarrel of a prince of their own blood. But after 


great ſlaughter on both ſides, the North Wales men 


calling to mind the ſeveral victories they had vbrained, 
and withal being in a very great meaſure animated by 
the incomparable valour of their prince, fell on ſo 


warmly, that they put their enemies to flight, and pur- 


ſued Run ſo ciole, that notwithſtanding his ſever al 8 


ſhifts, he was at laſt overtaken and ſlain. Lhewelyn, 
after this victory, returned laden with ſpoil into North 


Wales, and for ſome time lived peaceably and without 
diſturbance : But the next year Howe) and Meredith, 
the ſons of Edwyn, conſpired againſt him and flew 
him, leaving behind him a ſon called Gruffydh ap 
_ Lhewelyn, who afterwards, though not immediately, 


aſcended to rhe principality of North Wales, 


8 
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A F TE R the death of 1 Iago a ſon 
Edwal, the true heir to the principality of North 
Wales, who had been all this time wrongfully kept 
from it; thought this the beſt opportunity to enter 
upon his right, by reaſon of the minority of Gruffydh 
the ſon of Lhewelyn ; upon which pretence likewiſe 
Rytherch the ſon of Ieſtyn forcibly aſſumed the prin- 
Spalt of South Wales. About the ſame time Cnute 
King of England, failed over to Denmark and Swe- Wl 
den, againſt Ulf and Alaf, who had moved the Fin- 
Landers againſt him; whom he ſubdued with the lok 
of a great part of his army, as well Engliſh as Danes, 
Within a while after his return to England, he made 
à very pompous and magnificent journey to Rome; 
more to ſatisfy his ambitious temper, and to ſignify to 
the world his greatneſs and might, which he expreſfed 
by his coſtly preſents and princely behaviour, than 
any way to make atonement for the oppreſſion and 
| bloodſhed by which he had eſtabliſhed himſelf in his 
Kingdom : For what holineſs and mortification he had 
learnt at Rome, preſently appeared upon his return to 
England; for upon no provocation he marched with 
an army into Scotland, and forced Malcolm: the 
king thereof, together with Molbeath and Jermare, iſ 
the kings of the Orkneys and Os to do him ho- 
mage. 
A.D. 10, But the affairs of Wales were at this time very tur- 
bulent and uneaſy; for Howel and Meredith, after the | 
murder of Prince Lhewelyn, expected to enjoy ſome 
| Part of his principality themſelves; but finding Iago 
to have ſeized upon North Wales, and Rytherch upon 
South Wales, and withal perceiving their own power 
too weak to oppoſe their deſigns, they invited over 
| .the Iriſh-Scots, to er ald againſt Rytherch ap Fave 
rince 
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Prince of South Wales. By the help of theſe, Howell 
and Meredith prevailed over Rytherch; who being at 
length ſlain, they jointly took upon them the rule and 
government of South Wales. But this was not a ſuf- 
ficient title to eſtabliſh them ſo firmly in it, that their 
uſurpation would not be called in queſtion ; for the A. P. 1932. 
ſons of Rytherch, preſently after their father's death, 
gathered their forces together to fight with the bro- 
chers Howel and Meredith, who met at Irathwy, where 
ca cruel battle was fought, called Gwaith Irathwy ; and 
at laſt the ſons of Rytherch, were put to flight. But 
though theſe victories, the one over Rytherch, and 
the ſecond over his ſons, ſeemed in a great meaſure to 
" SS favour Howel and Meredith's pretence to, and eſta- 
bliſhment in the principality, yet ſo unpardonable a 133. 
crime, as the murder of Lhewelyn, a prince of ſo _ 
extraordinary qualities, could not remain long unre- 
* A venged; for the ſons of Conan the ſon of Sitſylht, 
Prince Lhewelyn's brother, were reſolved to return 
their uncle's murder upon the two uſurpers, which in 
a ſhort time they effected againſt Meredith, who met 
with the ſame end from the ſons of Conan, that he had 
formerly inflicted upon Lhewelyn. But theſe civil dil- 
cords in Wales were quickly diſcovered by the En- 
gliſh, who taking advantrge of ſo fair an opportunity, 
entered with a great army into the land of Gwent, 
where after they had committed conſiderable waſte for 
ſome time, Caradoc the ſon of Rytherch ap Teſtyn, 
gave them battle, but was in that engagement unhap- 
pily ſlain. And ſhortly afterwards died King Cnute, the ,,.. 
moſt famous and mightieſt prince then in the weſtern 
parts of the world; whoſe dominions extended over 
all Sweden, from Germany almoſt to the north Pole; 
together with the kingdoms of Norway and Denmark 
and the noble iſland of Britain. To him ſucceede 
his fon Harold, for his ſwiftneſs, ſurnamed Harefoot, 
| begotten upon Alwyn the daughter of Duke Alſelyn 
| though ſeveral ſtickled firmly for Hardycnute, his other 
lon by Emma, who was then in Denmark. But Harold 
being once advanced to the throne, took care to eſtabliſh 
himſelf as firmly as he could in it; and to that end, 
.f. % ̃—du- a. 


1034. 


% —_, wHF mus YT — —Ü * A LH @ 


* 


* 


84 TEE HISTORY or WALES, 
thought 1: expedient to baniſn out of his dominione 
his mother-in-law Emma, who was reſtleſs to promote 
the intereſt of her own ſon Hardycnute, and to bring 

. him to the crown of Engng” 8 

* D.. And whilſt Harold was by theſe meaſures ſettled in 
his throne, Iago ap Edwal was juſt upon the point of 
loſing his principality of North Wales: for Gruffydh 

the ſon ot Lhewelyn ap Sitſylht, ſometime Prince of 

North Wales, having once hinted a rebellion againſt 

Tago, was ſo generally encouraged, and univerſally fol- 
lowed by all people, for the love they bore to his 
father; that in a ſhort time his army mounted to an 
1nvinciblenumber. However, Iago was not fo thorough- 

1y afirighted, that he would deliver up his principality 
Without drawing a ſword for it; but providing for 
himſelf as well he could, and drawing together what 

forces he was able; he pave Gruffydh battle; But 

his number being far tod weak to oppoſe ſo great an 

army as ſided with Gruffydh, was preſently over- 
powered and put to the rout, and himſelf lain, leaving 

after him a ſon called Conan, by his wife Afandred, 
daughter to Gweir the ſon of Pylh. Rr ate. 
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1 AGO ap Edwal being killed, Gruffydh ap Lhew- 
elyn was received with loud acclamations, and joytully 
ſaluted Prince of North Wales; who treading in bis 
father's ſteps, behaved himſelf in his government with 
that prudence and conduct, that he manfully defended 
his country from the frequent invaſions of the En- 
gli and Danes: for he was ſcarce ſettled in bis 
| throne, when theſe inveterate enemies of the Welch 
entered in an hoſtile manner into Wales, and advanced 
as far as Crosford upon the Severn, where Gruffydh | 
met them, and forced them ſhamefully to fly, and +4 


F HISTORY or WALES. 835 
tire back to their own country. From thence Gruf- 
fydh paſſed to Lhanbadarn Vawr in' Cardiganſhire, 
which he laid in aſhes; and afterwards marched * 
through all the country of South Wales, receiving of 
the people oaths of fidelity and ſubjection to him. In 
the mean time, Howel ap Edwyn, Prince of South 
Wales, fled to Edwyn brother to Leofric Earl of Cheſ- 
ter, and prevailed with him to come with an army con- 
ſiting of Engliſh and Danes, to his aid againſt Gruf- 
fydh, who meeting his enemies in the field, eaſily 
overcame them, Edwyn being ſlain upon the ſpot, and 
Howel forced to preſerve his life by flight, After 
which victory, Gruffydh having reduced all the coun- 
try of Wales to ſubjection, returned again to North 
Wales. But Howel as ſoon as he could recover him- A. P. 1039. 
ſelf and recruit his army, entered again into South : 
Wales, intending the recovery of that principality, 
which he was now ſo well aſſured of, that he brought 
his wife with him to the field, to let her ſee how eaſily 
he could conquer and overcome Prince Gruffydh. But 
too great an aſſurance of victory ſeldom proves proſ- 
perous ; which Howel preſently experienced; for Gruf- 
fydh meeting with him at Pencadair, gave him ſo warm 
an entertainment, that he was forced preſently to take 
his heels, which however could not ſo well ſecure. 
him, but that he was narrowly purſued, and his wife who _ 
was to be entertained with the conqueſt of Gruffydh, 
on the contrary, ſaw herſelf taken priſoner by him, 
and forced to comply ſo far to his humour, as to be 
his cone 8 a ef 
The ſame time Harold King of England died, and 
was ſucceeded by his brother Hardycnute,, a Prince 
very famous for hoſpitality, and a great lover of good 
chear, having his table covered four times a-day, with 
great plenty and variety of diſhes, with other ſuper- 
fluities for all comers... But he likewiſe dying at Lam- 
| beth after two years reign, the Engliſh agreed to ſend 
for Alfred the eldeſt ſon, of Edelred from Normandy, 
and to make him king. This meſſage by no means 
ara Earl Godwyn, a man of great ſway now in 
England; who knowing Alfred to be a perſon of 
VVV G 3 * gene 


— A = r Wi * a2 2 
— 2 : 
bv —_— 9 — 3 — — — * * 


oy 
lidar = 


SER ae 


1 
of 
4 
** 
v4 
9 
Yi 
4 
4 


2 wy r 83 
— — — Ate 


5 EF 2 Ed ä 
a. __ 2 P 3 B 2 2 — — — 
- 


* : 
1 
= 
7} 
bw - 
q 

* 

4 


pleaſed, endeavoured all 
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greater ſpirit than to HOU him to dotnineer as he 
he could to diſſuade the En. 
gliſh from ſending for Alfred. He ſhewed them how 


dangerous it was to permit .a warlike nation to take 


root in their country, and how well Alfred was ac- 
companied with Normans, to whom he had promiſed 
the chief places and rule of the kingdom ; by which and 


other like infinuations he fo diſguſted the Engliſh no- 


bility againſt the Normans, that to diminiſh their num- 


ber, they put every tenth man to death. But ſeeing | 
this was not ſufficient, they acted the ſame part over 


again, and tythed them a ſecond time; and being 


highly enraged againſt the Normans, they led Alfred, 


who had brought them over, from Gilford, where this 


execution was committed, to Gillingham, where ha- 


ving put out his eyes, they removed him to Bly, and 
there at length pitifully murdered him. Then they 


ſent for Edward out of Normandy, and made him 


king, who, according to his promiſe to Earl Godwyn, 


married his daughter Edith, a lady much commended 


not only for beauty, modeſty, and other feminine qua- 


lifications, but alſo beyond what is requiſite for a wo- 


man, learning. But King Edward did not deal ſo fa. 


, r e Mts her becher Swane, ſon to Earl God- 
wyn, w 


upon ſome diſtaſte was baniſhed England, 
and thereupon forced to betake himſelf to Baldwyn 


earl of Flanders, by whom he was yery honourably 


received. 


A. D. 1041 Theſe troubles and weolufens\ in | Enghind were ſue⸗ 


cecded by others of no leſs conſequence in Wales. For 
Howel, not brooking to be kept ſo ſhamefully out of 


His kingdom, returns again the third time into South 
Wales, where he had not continued long, but a great 


number of ſtrangers landed in the weſt of Wales, and 
advancing farther into the country, pillaged and de- 
ſtroyed all places they came to. Howel, though de- 


ſirous to reſerve his army to fight with Prince Gruffydh 
yet could not behold his country ſo miſerably waſted 
and over-run by ſtrangers; and thinking moreover, 


that by fo charitable an action he ſhould win the uni- 


verſ. al love of the South Wales men, drew up his 
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forces againſt them, and overtaking them at Pwll 
Fynach, forced them with much loſs, to retire to their 
ſhips ; which action was called in Welch, Gwaith Pwll 
Fynach. At the ſame time Conan the ſon of Iago ap 
Edwal, who was forced for fear of Prince Gruffydh 
to flee to Ireland, with the forces of Alfred king of 
Dublin, whoſe daughter named Ranulph he had mar- 
ried, landed in North Wales; and having by ſome 
treacherous ſtratagem taken Gruffydh, triumphantly 
carried him priſoner towards his ſhips, This unhap- 
py accident being diſcovered, and publickly known, 
the North Wales men did riſe on a ſudden, and ſo un- 
expectedly overtook the Iriſh, that they eaſily reco- 
vered their Prince, and drove his enemies with great 
ſlaughter to their ſhips; who, without any farther con- 
ſultation, were glad to ſtrike ſail with Conan for. 
Ireland. And now Wales, both North and South, 
is free from all foreign invaſion, and Howel, as yet 
too weak to diſpute his title with Gruffydh; fo that A. D. waz, 
the next year could be ſubject to no great action, in ; 
which nothing happened remarkable, ſaving the death 

of Howel the ſon of Owen Lord of Glamorgan, a 
man of great quality and eſteem in Wales. But as 1043. 
ſoon as Howel could call in his Danes, to whom he 
added all the forces he could raiſe in South Wales; 
he intended preſently to march againſt Prince Gruffydh. 
But he being aware aforehand to what end thoſe levies 
were deſigned, prepared againſt the enſuing ſtorm, 
and to avert the war from his own country, marched 
courageouſly to South Wales, not fearing to face an 
enemy whom he had ſhamefully vanquiſhed twice al- 
ready. Both armies being joined, Gruffydh caſily 
overcame, and purſued Howel as far as the ſpring- 
head of the river Towy, where after a long and a 
bloody fight, Howel was at laſt ſlain, and his army 
ſo univerſally routed, that few eſcaped with their 
lives. But though Howel was dead, yet there re- 
mained ſtill more pretenders to the principality of 
South Wales; ſo that Gruffydh was in no great pro- 
ſpect to enjoy the ſame peaceably : For as ſoon as it was 
Publiſhed that Howel's army was defeated, and him- 
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that country. And in order to the recovery of the 
ſame, they drew together a great army, conſiſting part- 


| his ſoldiers with the remembrance of their former vic- 
tories and conqueſts, bid the enemies battle, which 
tle fo tired and tamed both armies, that neither was 
ing unwilling to let upon the other, they both agreed 
to return to their own habitations,- The ſame time 


both armies being ſeparated, Prince Gruffydh enjoyed 


Toy treacherouſly flew 140 of the choice of his army, 


niſh pirates, with a great number of Danes, landed at 


| ſold the booty they had taken, and then returned to 


Peveneſe, humbly requeſted of, and his brothers Ha- 
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ſelf lain, Rytherch and Rhys the ſons of Rytherch ap 
Ieſtyn put in their claim to South Wales in right of 
their father, who had once enjoyed the ſovereignty .of 


ly of ſtrangers and partly of ſuch as they could raiſe 
in Gwentland and Glamorgan, and marched to fight 
with Gruffydh. The Prince according to his uſual 
manner detracted no time, but animating and ſolacing 


proved ſo very bloody and terrible, that nothing could 
part them beſide the darkneſs of the night. This bat- 


very deſirous of another engagement, and ſo one be- 


Joſeph biſhop of Teila or Llandaf died at Rome. But 


a quiet and unmoleſted poſſeſſion of all Wales for 
about two years; after which, the gentry of Yftrad 


which he took in ſo high an indignation, that to revenge 
their death, he deſtroyed all Dyfed and Yſtrad Towy. 
About the ſame time, Lothen and Hyrling two Da: 


Sandwich, and having plundered the town, returned 
again to their ſhips, and ſailed for Holland, where they - 


their own country. Shortly afterwards Earl. Swayn 
came out of Denmark with eight ſhips, and return- 
ed to England, and coming to his father's houſe at 


rold and Toſtie, to endeavour his reconcihation with 
the King. Earl Beorned too promiſed to intercede for 
him, and going to Swayn's fleet to ſail to Sandwich, 
where the King then lay, he was by the way molt 


treacherouſly and ungratefully murdered, and his body 
caſt upon the ſhore, which lay there expoſed, till 
his friends hearing of the fact, came and carried: it to 
Wincheſter, and buried it by the body of King Cnute, 
„ „„ Beorned's 
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Beorned's uncle. Swayn having committed this moſt 
deteſtable murder, put himſelf again under the pro- 
tection of the earl of Flanders, not daring to ſhew his 
face in England, till his father by earneſt mediation, 
wrought his peace with the king. 

This year Conan the ſon of Iago raiſed again an 
army of his friends in Ireland, and ſailed towards 
Wales, purpoſing to recover his inheritance in that 
country. But when he was come near the Welch 
W coaſt, there ſuddenly aroſe ſuch a violent - ſtorm, 
chat his fleet was preſently ſcattered, and moſt of 
| his ſhips drowned, which rendered this expedition 
ineffectual. About the fame time, Robert archbiſhop 
of Canterbury impeached Earl Godwyn and his, ſons 
Swayn and Harold of treaſon, and the queen of 
adultery, and upon the account of their non-appear- 
ance when cited before the the peers at Gloceſter, the 
queen was divorced, and Godwyn and his ſons 
baniſhed, who with his ſon Swayn fled to Flanders, 
and Harold to Ireland. But theſe unlucky claſhings, 
and the many troubles that enſued thereupon,  hap- 
pened upon this occaſion. Euſtace earl of Bologne be- 
ing married to Goda the king's fiſter, came over this 

year to England to pay king Edward a viſit, and in 
his return to Canterbury, one of his retinue forcibly | 
demanding a lodging, provoked the maſter of the 
houſe ſo far, as by chance or anger to kill him. Eu- 
ſtace upon this affront returns back to the king, and 
by the inſinuations of the archbiſhop, makes a loud 
complaint againſt the Kentiſh- men; to repreſs whole 
inſolencies, earl Godwyn is commanded to raiſe forces, 
which he refuſing to do, for the kindneſs he bore to 
his countrymen of Kent, the king ſummons a par- 
lament at Gloceſter, and commands Godwyn to 
appear there. But he. miſtruſting either his )] 
cauſe, or the "malice of his adverſaries, gathered a 
powerful army out of his own and his ſons earl- 
doms, and marched towards Gloceſter, giving out that 
their forces were to go againſt the Welch, who in-' 
tended to invade the Marſhes, But King Edward 
being ſatisfied by the Welch that they had no ſuch 
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deſign in hand, 'commanded Godwyn to diſmiſs his 


army, and to appear himſelf to anſwer to the articles 


exhibited againſt him. Godwyn refuſing to obey, the 


king by the advice of earl Leofrick, ſummoned an af. 
ſembly at London, whither a great number of forces ar- 
rived from Mercia, which Godwyn perceiving, and 


withal, finding himfelf unable to withſtand the king's 
proceedings, privately retired with his ſons out of 


the kingdom, and fled into Flanders. Whereupon 


the king iſſued out an edict, proclaiming Godwyn 
and his ſons out-laws, and then confiſcating their 
eſtates, beſtowed them upon others of his nobility, 
And, to purſue his diſpleaſure the farther, he divorced 
his queen Edith, earl Godwyn's daughter, and 


committed her to a cloiſter, where in a mean con- 


dition ſhe ſpent ſome part of her life. In the diſtri- 


bution of the forfeited eſtates, Adonan obtained the 


earldoms of Devon and Dorſet, and Algar the ſon of 


Leofrick, that of Harold. But Godwyn could not 


patiently behold his eſtate beſtowed upon another, 
and therefore having hired ſome men and ſhips in 
Flanders, he ſailed to the Iſle of Wight, where after 
that he had made a ſufficient havock, he put in at 
Portland, which he treated after the ſame manner. 


The ſame time Harold having ſailed from Ireland, at 


length met with his father, and then with their united 
navy, they burnt Preveneſeny, Romney, Heath, Folk- 
ſton, Dover and Sandwich, and entering the Thames, 


they deſtroyed Cheppy, and burnt the king's houſe 


5 of Wales, who by ſeveral irruptions upon the borders, 


at Middletown. Then they ſailed up the river to- 
wards London, where the king's army being ready 


to oppoſe them, a treaty of peace was by the means 
of Biſhop Stigand agreed upon, which proved fo ef- 


fectual of Godwyn's ſide, that the king received him 
again to his favour, reſtored him and ſons to all their 


eſtates, recalled the queen, and baniſhed the arch- 
| biſhop, with all the Frenchmen who had been pro- 


moters of that unhappy ſuſpicion the king had enter- | 
rained of them. 5 N 
About this time, Rhys brother to Gruffydh Prince 


had 
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had conſiderably gauled and damaged the Engliſh, 
was taken and put to death at Bulendun, whoſe 
head being cut off, was preſented. to the king, then 
at Gloceſter. But be received better news forne time 
after from the North, for Siward earl of Northumber- 
land having ſent his: ſon againſt Macbeth king of 


Danes. But Siward was not caſt down at his ſon's 
death, but enquiring whether he received his death's 


6 could not wiſh his ſon to die otherwiſe.” After this 
victory, King Edward marched in perſon to Scot- 


he made the whole kingdom of Scotland tributary 


Godwyn fitting with the king at table, ſunk down 
dead of a ſudden, being choaked, as *tis' thought, in 
ſwallowing a morſel of bread; whoſe earldom the 


Algar earl of Cheſter, 
To this time is referred the orlpinal 67 the Stewards 


in a great meaſure dependant upon the affairs of the 
Welch, is requiſite to be here recorded. Macbeth 


king of Scotland having cauſed Bancho a nobleman 
of that kingdom to be inhumanly murdered ; Fleance, 


commiſerating his condition, ſhewed him all the 
reſpect and kindneſs poſſible, But Fleance had not 


ther's civility towards him, abuſed her ſo far as to 


with the matter of fact, ſo heinouſly reſented the 
affront, that he occaſioned Fleance to be ſlain, and 


chaſtity, 


Scotland vanquiſhed the ſons, tho* not without the 
loſs of his ſon, and many others, both Engliſh and 


wound before or behind, and being aſſured that it was 
before, replied, ** He was very glad of it, for he 


land, and having again overcome Macbeth in battle, 
to the crown of England. The next year, earl 
king beſtowed upon his ſon. Harold, and his upoh 
in Scotland, which being a remarkable paſſage, and 
Bancho's fon, to avoid the like cruelty to himſelf; ; 


fled to Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn prince of Wales, who 
taking a very great liking to his perſon, and withal 


continued long with Gruffydh when he fell enamoured 
upon the prince's daughter; and having obtained 
| her good-will, without any regard had to her fa- 


| beget her with child. Gruffydh being acquainted 


treated his daughter 1 moſt ſervitely tor proſtrating her 
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chaftity, eſpecially to a ſtranger. However, ſhe waz 


in a ſhort time delivered of a ſon, whoſe name was 
chriſtened Walter; a child, who in his youth expreſſed 


very great hopes, and i in all probability like to make a 


very conſiderable . man, which happened according 
to expectation. But the firſt original of his future 
greatneſs happened upon a very accidental occaſion ; 

being reproached of baſtardiſm by one of his fellow 
companions, he took it in ſo unpardonable a dudgeon, 
that nothing could ſatisfy his revenge, but the life of 


the aggreſſor. Being upon this miſchance affraid to 


undergo the puniſhment of the law, he thought it ſafe 


to fly to Scotland, where falling in company with 
certain Engliſhmen who were come thither with 


queen Margaret ſiſter to Edgar Edeling, he behaved 


himſelf ſo loberly and diſcreetly, that he won the ta- 
vour and good character of all that knew him. But 
his fame daily increaſing, he grew at: length, to. that 
height of reputation, as to be employed in the moſt 
in ward affairs of the commonwealth, and at laſt was 
made Lord Steward of Scotland, from which office 
his poſterity retained the ſurname of. Steward, the | 
kings of Scotland of that name, with ſeveral other 


families of quality 1 in that kingdom being deſcended 
from him. 


But to return to England, Siward the. worthy earl 


of Northumberland died about this time of the bloody- 
flux, a man of a rough demeanour, and a meer 
ſoldierly temper, as he plainly manifeſted at the 
point of death. For bewailing his misfortune that 
had eſcaped ſo many dangerous engagements, an 
withal diſdaining to die ſo effeminately in bed, he 
cauſed himſelf to be compleatly armed, and as it 
were in defiance of death, preſently expired in a 


martial bravery. But his ſon being too young, the 


king beſtowed his earldom upon Toſty the ſon of earl 
T9 


Wales had been now a long time quiet, and void 


of all troubles both abroad and at home, but it could 
not be expected that ſuch a life ſhould prove 80 
. „ able. 
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ble, but ſomething or other would create new com- 
motions and diſturbances. Gruffydh ſon to Rytherch 
ap leſtyn having recruited and recovered himſelf after 
the laſt blow he received from Prince Gruffydh, muſt 
needs venture another trial for the principality of South 
Wales. The Prince protracting no time, ſpeedily 


marched againſt him, and both armies beihg joined, 


Gruffydh ap. Rytherch was eaſily vanguiſhed, and in 
fine, flain. But the troubles of the Welch did not 
end with him, for Algar Earl of Cheſter being con- 
victed of treaſon, and thereupon baniſhed the king- 
dom, fled to Gruffydh Prince of Wales, requeſting his 
aid againſt king Edward, who, repeating the frequent 
wrongs he had received at the hands of the Engliſh, 


by upholding his enemies againſt him, gladly embraced 
the opportunity, and promiſed him all imaginable ſup- 
port. And thereupon aſſembling his forces, he entered 


with him into Herefordſhire, and advancing into the 
country, within two miles of the city of Hereford, 
they were oppoſed by Randulph Earl of that country, 


who boldly gave them battle. The fight continued 


very dreadful and dubious for ſome hours, till at laſt 


Gruffydh ſo encouraged his ſoldiers with the remem- 

brance of their former victories over the Engliſh, that 
they fell on a-main, and eaſily diſcomfited Randulph, 
and flew the beſt part of his army. Afterwards they 


_ purſued their chace to the town, and having made all 

the waſte and havock they were able, they laid the town 
itſelf in aſhes, and fo returned home triumphantly, laden 
with rich booty and plunder. King Edward receiving 


notice of this invaſion, preſently. gathered a great army 
at Gloceſter under the conduct of Harold Earl God- 


_ wyn's fon, who courageouſly purſuing the enemies, en- 
| tered into Wales, and encamped beyond Stradclwyd. 
But Gruffydh and Algar dreading to oppoſe him, re- 
tired further into South Wales, of which Harold be- 


ing certified, leaves one part of his army behind with 


orders to fight, if ocoaſion offered, and with the other 
paſſed to Hereford, which he fortified with a ſtrong 


wall round the town. Gruffydh perceiving his un- 


daunted induſtry, after many meſſages concluded a 


Peace 
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peace with Harold at a place called Biligelhag, by 
which articles Algar was pardoned by the King, and 
reſtored to his earldom of Cheſter. But he did not 
continue long in the king's favour, for about two 
years after, upon conviction of treaſon, he was again 
baniſhed the land, ſo that he was forced to betake 
himſelf to his old friend Gruffydh Prince of Wales, 


by whoſe aid, and a fleet from Norway in ſpite. of 


of the king he was reſtored to his earldom. But King 


Edward was ſore offended with the Prince of Wales 


for harbouring traitors, and therefore to be revenged 


upon him, he diſpatched Harold again with an ar- 


my to North Wales, who, coming to Ruthlan, 


burnt the Prince's palace there, and his fleet, that 
lay in the harbour, and then returned to the king 


at Gloceſter. 
This year Edward che ſon of Edmund Ironkde; who 


was ſent for out of Hungary, being deſigned ſucceflor 


to the crown, came to England, but in a ſhort time after 
his coming, died at London, leaving behind him a 
ſon called Edgar Edeling, and a daughter named Mar- 
garet, Who was afterwards queen of the Scots, and 
mother to Maud the wife of Henry the firſt. About 


two years after, Roderic, ſon to Harold king of 


Denmark came with a conſiderable army into Wales, 
and being kindly received by Prince Gruffydh, united 
his power with the Welch, and ſo entered into Eng- 


land, which they cruelly. harraſſed and deſtroyed. 
But before they could advance any conſiderable di- 
ſtance, Roderic was compelled to fail for Denmark, 
and ſo Gruffydh returned laden with ſpoils into 
Wales. The ſame time Harold Earl Godwyn's ſon 
{ailing to Flanders, was driven by force of weather to 


land At Poytiers, where being ſeized upon, he was 
brought before William baſtard duke of Normandy, 


to whom he declared the reaſon of his voyage, that 
it was purpoſely to tender him his ſervice in the af- : 
fairs of England; and ſo taking an oath, firſt to mar- 
Ty the duke's daughter, and atter the death of Ed- 


ward to ſecure the kingdom of England for hy + 
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he was honourably diſmiſſed, Upon his return to 
England, by the perſuaſions of Caradoc the ſon of 
Gruffydh ap Rytherch, himſelf with his brother Toſty, 
raiſed a great army and entered into South-Wales, 
which they deſtroyed after that manner, that the 
Welch were glad to deliver up hoſtages for the pay- 
ment of the antient tribute, which afore-time they 
were uſed to pay. Gruffydh hearing of the inſolencies 
of the Engliſh in South-Wales, made all poſſible haſte 
and preparation to oppoſe them, but all to no pur- 
poſe ; Harold having already treacherouſly hired ſome 
of Gruffydh's neareſt friends to murder him, who 
watching their opportunity, executed their wicked de- 
ſign and brought his head to Harold, Gruffydh being 
dead, Harold by King Edward's orders, appointed 


Wales, and the government of North- Wales to Blethyn 
and Rywalhon the ſons of Confyn, brothers by the 


for the deſire of rule, were acceſſary to the murder 
of that noble prince. This Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn 


ſo bravely againſt all foreign oppoſition 3 he was far 
_ unworthy of that treacherous and cruel death, which 


upon him. He left iſſue but one daughter called Neſt, 


married to Trahaern ap Caradoc prince of North- 
Wales, I En 


1 2 * 


Meredith ſon of Owen ap Edwyn prince of South- 
mother ſide to Prince Gruffydh, and who probably 


enjoyed the principality of Wales for the ſpace of thirty 
four years; a prince of incomparable virtues, both 
wiſe and valiant, beloved of his ſubjects and formidable 
to his enemines, in all his actions he behaved himſelf 
great and princely; and having defended his country 


his unkind ſubjects and unnatural friends beſtowed 
abuſed firſt by Fleance ſon of Bancho, and afterwards 
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A ER the deplorable murder of 9885 Graffy dh; 
Meredith the ſon of Owen ap Edwyn; who ac. 
cording to ſome, was ſon to Howel Dha, did take up- 
on him, as tis ſaid, the government of Sonth- Wales, 
and Blethyn and Rywalhon the ſons of Confyn, half 
brothers to Gruffydh, as deſcended from Angharad 
daughter to Meredith ſometime prince of Wales, 
entered upon the principality of North- Wales; Conan 
the ſon of Iago ap Edwal the right heir to that crown 


partition of Wales fell much ſhort of the expettation 
of Caradoc ap Gruffydh ap Rytherch, who being 
the chief promoter of Harold's making an expedition 
againſt Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn, made no queſtion 
to attain to the government of South-Wales, in caſe 
Gruffydh got the worſe. But it happened other. 
wiſe; Harold being ſenſible of Caradoc's ſubtilty and 
knavery, and doubting whether if he was made 
prince of South- Wales, he could obtain a certain lord- 
ſhip nigh Hereford, which he had a longing mind to, 
made a compoſition with Meredith ap Owen for the 
ſaid lordſhip, and created him Prince of South Wales, 
and on the contrary baniſhed Caradoc out of the 
country. Harold having ohtained his requeſt, built 
a very magnificent houſe at a place called Portaſcyth 
in Monmouthſhire, and ſtoring it with great quantity 
of proviſion, ſplendidly entertained the king, who 
honoured him with a viſit, This was by no means 
pleaſing to Toſty, to ſee his younger brother in 
greater eſteem and favour with the king than him- 
ſelf, and having concealed his diſpleaſure for a 
time, could not forbear at length but diſcover his 
grievance. For one day at Windſor, while Harold 

reached the cup to king Edward, Toſty ready to burſt. 
- 1 e 
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bor envy that his brother was ſo much reſpected be- 
ond himſelf, could not refrain to run furiouſly upon 
him, and pulling, him by the hair, dragged him to the 
ground, for which unmannerly action, the king forbad 
Wim the court. But he with continued rancour and 
WT malice rides to Hereford, where Harold had many ſer- 
Vants preparing an entertainment for the king, and ſet- 
ung upon them with his followers lopped off the hands 


_ and legs of ſome, the arms and heads of others, and . 
p: threw them into the buts of wine and other liquors, 
es, which were. put in for the king's drinking, and at his 
alt departure charged the ſervants to acquaint him, That 
ad « of other freſh meats he might carry with him what 
FI « he pleaſed, but for ſauce he ſhould find plenty provid- 
an « ed ready for him.” For which barbarous offence the 
" Wa king pronounced a ſentence of perpetual baniſhment 
his upon him. But Caradoc ap Gruffydh gave a finiſhing 
on ſtroke to Harold's houſe, and the king's entertainment 
"g at Portaſcyth ; for coming thither ſhortly after Toſty's 
on departure, to be revenged upon Harold, he killed all 
5 the workmen and labourers, with all the ſervants he 
e could find, and utterly defacing the building, carried 
away all the coſtly materials, which with great charges 
d and expence had been brought thither to beautify and 
de adorn the ſtructure. Soon after which, the Northum- 
d. brians (who could not endure the inſolencies of the 
05 two brothers Harold and Toſty, who bearing an un- 
ne controulable ſway in the kingdom, were uſed to prac- 
5 tiſe moſt helliſh villainies to encompaſs. any man's 
Je eſtate that diſpleaſed them,) in a tumult at York be- 
l. ſet the palace of Toſty, and having pillaged his trea- 
h ſure, flew all his family, as well Engliſhmen as Danes. 
J Then adjoining to themſelves the people of Lincoln, 
0 Nottingham and Derbyſhire, they elected Marcher the 
5 ſon of Earl Algar their general, to whom came his bro- 
n ther Edwyn with a conſiderable number of forces, and 
j- a great party of Welchmen. Then they marched in 
a an hoſtile manner to Northampton, where Harold met 
5 them, being ſent by the king to know their demands; 


to whom they laid open their grievances, and the cruelty 
of Toſty's government, and at laſt, wich an abſolute 
3 ; 2 refuſal 
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refuſal of admitting him again, deſired that Marcher WW 
ſhould be appointed Earl over them, which the king 
upon the reaſonable complaints of injuries done by 
_ Tofty, eaſily granted, and willingly confirmed March. 
er's title. Wherewpon they peaceably returned back 
to the North, and the Welch with ſeveral priſoners 
and other booties got in this expedition, -returned 
to Wales. e 5 5 
D. 1066 The year following, King Edward died, and wag 
buried at Weſtminſter, being the laſt king of the 
Saxon blood before the conqueſt that governed the 
Kingdom of England, which from Cerdic king of the 
Weſt Saxons had continued 544, and from Egbert 
the firſt monarch, 171 years. Edward being dead, 
the next debate was about an election of a ſucceſſor, 
Edgar Edeling being ſet up by ſome, as lawful heir 
ts the crown, which Harold as being a perſon of 
greater power and authority in the kingdom, much 
wealthier and better befriended, preſently thwarted, 
and brought matters ſo cunningly about, that him- 
ſelf was choſen king, without any regard obſerved 
to the oath and promiſe he had formerly made to 
William Duke of Normandy. Duke William upon 
notice of Harold's advancement, how that he had ac- 
cepted of the crown of England contrary to the ar- 
ticles between them, convened together his nobles, and 
laid before them the ſeveral wrongs and affronts he 
had received at the hands of Harold, as the death 
of his couſin Alfred, the baniſhment of archbiſhop 
Robert, Earl Odan and all the Normans, and laſtly 
the breach of his oath and promiſe. Then he de- 
dlared to them the pretence he had to claim the crown 
of England, that Edward had given him formerly an 
abſolute promiſe in Normandy, that if ever he enjoyed 
the Engliſh crown, William ſhould be his heir; which 
title, though in itſelf weak and inſignificant ſerved 
William's purpoſe well enough to make an expedi- 
tion againſt an intruder. Duke William's pretence 
ſeemed plauſible enough to the Norman nobility, but 
the difficulty of the undertaking and the danger of 
this expedition was ſomething perplexive, and _ 
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them leſs inclinable to encourage ſo precipitous an un- 


dertaking; which they the more diſliked upon the per- 
ſuaſion of William Fitzoſbert the duke's fewer, whom 
they pitched upon to deliver their thoughts as to the 


expedition, unto the duke. But he inſtead of diſſuad- 


ing him from this voyage, politically declared that 
himſelf with all his power were ready to live and die 


with him in this expedition, which the reſt hearing, 
could not but offer the duke their ſervice in the fame 
manner; and ſo all things were prepared for an in- 
vaſion of England. In the mean while Toſty, full of 


indignation at his brother's advancement to the crown, 
entered the river Humber with forty ſail, but meeting 


with Earl Edwyn who came to oppoſe him, he was 
forced after a conſiderable encounter to bear off, and 
| ſecure himſelf by flight. But meeting with Harold 
king of Norway upon the coaſt of Scotland, coming 
for England with three hundred fail, he joined his 
forces with Harold, and fo both together entering the 
Humber, they landed their army and marched to 
Tork, where the Earls Edwyn and Marcher unſuc- 
ceſsfully gave them battle. Having pillaged and de- 


ſtroyed that city, they paſſed on to Stamford-bridge, 

and there met with King Harold, who with a well 
_ diſciplined army was come to ſtop, their farther carreer. 
After a long and a terrible fight; wy 


back, which the Engliſh perceiving, fell on ſo man- 


fully that few or none eſcaped with their lives, Ha- 


rold and Toſty being alſo lain upon the ſp ot. One 
of the Norwegians is deſervedly recorded for his in- 


comparable exploits performed in this battle, who 
with incredible yalour maintaining the bridge againſt 
the whole ſtrength of the Engliſh army for above an 


hour with his ſingle reſiſtance delayed their victory, 
and having ſlain a great number of his enemies, he 
ſeemed invincible, till in the end, no one daring to 
grapple with him fairly, he was run through with a 
| ſpear from under the bridge, and ſo by his fall, a 
paſſage was opened for purſuit to compleat the vic- 
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d much bloodſhed 
on both ſides, the Norwegians began at laſt to give 
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| where he was received with all poſſible formality, 


ſtings, with which tidings being no way daſhed, as 
_ marched towards him, and as ſoon as he was arrived 


his army had underwent in their march, bid William 


he repeated and commended the noble acts of their an- 
tually vanquiſhed the Engliſh and French, and other 


themſelves being well horſed and armed, were now to 
engage with a people void of both, who had no other 


of their heels. Both armies being joined upon the 


hours engaging ordered his army ſo to retire, as if 
they ſeemed to fly, which the Engliſh perceiving, 


both the field and the victory were left to the Nor- 


THE HISTORY or WALE S. 
tory. King Harold over-joyed with this ſucceſs, tri- 
umphantly entered into York, and whilſt he was 
making merry with his nobles at a ſumptuous feaſt; 
news came that Duke William of Normandy was 
ſafely landed at, and began to fortify himſelf in Ha- 


oO 


fearing nothing after his late victory, he forthwith 
in Suſſex, without any conſideration of the fatigue 


battle. The Duke dividing his army into five batta- 
lions, made a long harrangue to his ſoldiers, wherein 


ceſtors the Danes and Norwegians, who had perpe- 


nations, as many as they had to do with; how that 


defence to truſt to, than the nimbleneſs and ſwiftneſs 


fourteenth day of October, Duke William after ſome 


broke their ranks in haſte of purſuing the ſuppoſed 
chace, which falling out according to the Duke's ex- 
pectation, he ſent in a freſh ſupply of Normans, who 
falling upon the confuſed battalions of the Engliſn, 
eaſily overcame them, and Harold receiving firſt a 
wound by an arrow, were at length ſlain, and then 


mans. The day being thus won, William from this 
time called the Conqueror, went ſtraight to London, 


and upon Chriſtmas-day folemnly crowned king of 
England. This change and alteration in England, 
17 afore prognoſticated by a comet which appeared 
in the ſpring of this year, upon which a certain poet 
made the following verles ; f 5 

Anno milleno ſexageno quoque ſeno, wept 
Anglorum metæ flammas cenſere comes. 
: ae 2 2 King 
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King William having eſtabliſhed himſelf in the AD. 1066. 
crown of England, paſſed over the next year to Nor- 
mandy, ſo to ſettle affairs there, as afterwards they 
might have no need of his preſence, In the mean 
while Edgar Edeling taking advantage of his abſence, 
returned from Scotland to York, being declared king 
by the inhabitants of the country, who had alread 
lain Robert, upon whom William had beſtowed that 
earldom with nine hundred of his men. But the kin 
upon his return from Normandy, preſently marched 
to the North, and having ſufficiently revenged himſelf 
upon the inhabitants, by waſting and deſtroying their 
country, chaſed Edgar to Scotland again. The like 
advantage Edric Sylvaticus the ſon of Alfric Earl of 
Mercia embraced, who refuſing to own any ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the conqueror, took the opportunity of his de- 
parture to Normandy to fall foul upon ſuch as were 
appointed vicegerents and governors of the kingdom 
in his abſence. Whereupon Richard Fitzſcrope go- 
vernor of the caſtle of Hereford, with the forces un- 
der his command ſo bitterly gauled him, by waſting 
and conſuming his lands, and carrying off the goods 
of his tenants, that he was compelled to deſire aid 
of Blethyn and Rywalhon princes of Wales, by whoſe 
help, to recompence the loſs he had received, he paſ- 
ſed into Hereford, and after that he had over-run and 
pillaged the country to Wyebridge, returned back 
with exceeding great booty. But no ſooner were Ble- 
thyn and Rywalhon arrived in North Wales, but they 
received news of a rebellion raiſed againſt them by 
Meredith and Ithel the ſons of Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn, 
who had drawn together a conſiderable number of 
men, upon pretence of recovering the principality of 
North Wales, which they ſaid was fraudulently de- 
tained from them. Blethyn and Rywalhon did not 
delay to march to find the enemies, and meeting with 
them at a place called Mechain, without any farther 
ceremonies, ſet upon the rebels, who behaved them- 
ſelves ſo gallantly, that after a fight of ſeveral hours, 
they wanted nothing but number to compleat the 
victory, There fell in this battle on the one fide 
5 Ms: >." PRnce 
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Prince Rywalhon, and on the other Ithel, who being 


Nain, Meredith was forced to give ground, and en- 
2 


deavour to ſave himſelf by flight, which could not 
ſecure him, he being narrowly purſued by Blethyn, 
that in fine, he was glad to eſcape to the mountains, 


| Where for want of viduals and other neceſſaries, he 


quickly periſhed, leaving Blethyn ap Confyn ſole 
Prince of North Wales and Powis. During theſe 
Welch diſturbances, Swane king of Denmark, and 


Oſburn, his brother with three hundred ſail came up 
the Humber, and being joined by Edgar Edeling 
and Earl Waltelfe, marched to York, and taking the 
caſtle diſpoſed of their forces to winter-quarters, be- 


twixt the rivers of Ouſe and Trent. The king under. 


ſtanding the matter, poſted to the North ; whoſe 
coming ſo daſhed the confederates, that they quickly 

diſperſed their power, and the Danes eſcaped to their 
ſhips, and the king having taken vengeance upon the 


rebellious inhabitants of the country, and upon his 


ſubmiſſion, having pardoned Earl Waltelfe, returned 
Cy. erg Prey Trl Og 
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BLETHYN ar CONFYN, 
: A BOUT the ſame time Caradoc ſon to Gruf. 


fydh ap Rhytherch ap Ieſtyn all this while being ſore- 
ly diſſatisfied that he could not attain to the principa- 


lity of South Wales, invited over a great number of 
Normans, to whom he joined all the forces he could 


raiſe out of Gwentland, and other parts of Wales. 
Then ſetting upon Prince Meredith who was fat 


too weak to encounter ſo conſiderable an army, gave 


him an eaſy overthrow near the river Rymhy, where 
Meredith was lain, and ſo Caradoc obtained the go- 


vernment of South Wales, which for a long time he 
had endeavoured ſiniſtriouſly to encompaſs. He had 


ſometime afore procured Harold to make an invaſion 


4 


' Spe 5 ben 
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upon Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn, purpoſely that himſelt 
might arrive at the principality of South Wales; and 
failing then of his expectation, he now invites over 
the Norma not being willing to truſt the Engliſh 

any more, by reaſon that he had ſo ungratefully been 
baulked by Harold: ſo that it ſeems he cared not 
by what courſe, or by whoſe means he ſhould gain 
his point; though it were by the ruin and deſtruc- 
tion of his country, which hitherto he had earneſtly 
promoted. Being at length advanced to his long ex- 
pected government of South Wales, (which though not 
recorded, ſeems yet very probable, by reaſon that his 
ſon Rhytherch ap Caradoc enjoyed the ſame very 
ſoon after) he did not enjoy this honour long, but 
dying in a ſhort time after his advancement, left to 
ſucceed him, his ſon Rytherch ap Caradoc. At the 
ſame time that Caradoc carried on this rebellion in F 
Wales, the Earls Edwyn, Marcher, and Hereward 
revolted from the king of England; but Edwyn ſuſ- 
pecting the ſucceſs of their affairs, and determining 
to retire to Malcolm king of Scotland in his journey 
thither was betrayed, and ſlain by his own followers, 
Then Marcher and Hereward betook themſelves to 
the Ile of Ely, which though ſufficiently fortified, 
was ſo warmly beſieged by the king, that Marcher and 
his accomplices were in a ſhort time forced to ſur- 
render themſelves up priſoners; only Hereward made 
his eſcape to Scotland: but the king followed him 
ſo cloſe; and after he had received homage of Mal- 
colm king of Scotland, returned back to England; 
and after a ſhort ſtay here, paſſed over to Normandy, 
where he received Edgar Edeling again to mercy, 
The next year, the Normans having already taſted A. D. 1071. 
of the ſweetneſs of waſting and plundering a country, 
came over again to Wales; and having ſpoiled and 
deſtroyed Dyted and the country of Cardigan, returned 
home with very great ſpoil; and the following year 
failed over again for more booty. About the fon 
time, Bleythyd biſhop of St. David's died, and was 
ſucceeded by one Sulien. But this was not all the 
misfortune that befel TW for Radulph 4 
| i | "=o 
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of the Eaſt Angles, together with Roger Earl of 
Hereford and Earl Waltelpe, entered into a conſpi- 
racy againſt King William, appointing the day of 
marriage between Radulph and Roger's ſiſter, which 
was to be ſolemnized in Eſſex; to treat of and con- 
clude their deſign. Radulph's mother was come out 
of Wales, and upon that account, he invited over 
ſeveral of her friends and relations to the wedding; 
meaning chiefly by this ſeeming affection, by their 
help and procurement to bring over the princes and 
people of Wales, to favour and aſſiſt his undertaking. 
But King William being acquainted with the whole 
Plüot, quickly ruined all their intrigues ; unexpected. 
„ I coming from Normandy ſurpriſed the conſpirators ; 
only Radulph, who either doubted of the ſucceſs of 
their affairs, or elſe had intimation given him of the 
king's landing, before hand took ſhipping at Norwich, 
and fled to Denmark. Waltelpe and Roger were ex- 
ecuted, and all the other adherents ; more particular 
ly the Welch, ſome of whom were hanged, others had 
Og r073- their eyes put out, and the reſt were baniſhed. Soon 
after, Blethyn ap Confyn Prince of Wales was baſely 
and treacherouſly murdered by Rhys ap Owen ap Ed- 
 wyn and the gentlemen of Yitrad Tywy, after he had 
: reigned thirteen years: a prince of ſingular qualifica- 
tions and virtues,” and a great obſerver: of juſtice: and 
equity towards his ſubjects z he was very liberal and 
magnificent, being indeed very able, having a pro- 


digious and almoſt an incredible . as appears by 
theſe verſes made upon him; 111; 


Blethyn ah Confyn 343 Cay 
Ei bun bioedb ben Bowis. 


He had For wives, by . he had ie, Mere- 
dith by Haer daughter of Gylhyn, his firſt wife; 
Lhywarch and Cadogan by the ſecond; Madoc and 
: 1 10 by the third and lorwerth . his laſt. 
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TRAHAERN ae CARADOOC. 


Br. ETHYN being, as is ſaid, traiterouſly mur- 
dered, there was no regard had to his iſſue, as to their 
right of ſucceſſion; but Trahaern ap Caradoc his 
couſin- german being a perſon of great power and 
| ſway in the country was unanimouſly elected Prince 
of North Wales, and Rhys ap Owen with Rytherch 
ap Caradoc did jointly govern South Wales. Tra- 
haern indeed had none of the leaſt pretence to that 
principality, as having married Neſt the only ſurviv- 
ing iſſue of that great prince, Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn ; 
his two ſons Meredith and Ithel being lately ſlain in 
their attempt againſt Blethyn and Rywalhon. But his 
title could not ſecure him in his government as much 
as his poſſeſſion, ſince there was one {till living, though 
much regarded, who without any diſpute, was true 
heir and proprietor of the principality of North 
Wales. And this was Gruffydh ſon to Conan, ſon 
to Iago ap Edwal, who being informed of the death 
of Blethyn ap Confyn, and the advancement of Tra- 
haern, thought this a proper time to endeavour the 
recovery of what was truly his right, and out of which 
he had been all this time moſt wrongfully excluded. 
Wherefore having obtained help in Ireland, where he 
privately ſojourned during the reign of Blethyn ap 
Confyn, from Encumalhon king of Ultonia, Ranalht 
and Mathawn. two other kings of that country, he 
ſalled for Wales, and landed in the iſle of Angleſey, 
which he eaſily reduced and brought to ſubjection. 
At the ſame time Cynwric ap Rywalhon, a noble. 
man of Maeler or Bromfield was ſlain in North Wales, 
but how, or upon what account, is not known. But 
whilſt Gruffydh ap Conan endeavours to diſpoſſeſs 
Trahaern out of North Wales, Gronow and Lhewelyn 
the ſons of Cadwgan ap Blethyn having e f 
J SEE Ea eo 


AD. 1074- 


1075. 
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forces with Caradoc ap Gruffydh ap Rytherch, intend. 


ed to revenge the murder of their grandfather Ble. 
thyn ap Confyn, upon Rys ap Owen and Rytherch ap 


Caradoc, the joint rulers of South Wales. And then 


marching confidently to find them, both armies met 
together and fought at a place called Camdhwr; where 


after a. ſore engagement, the ſons of Cadwgan at le 


obtained a glorious victory. In North Wales the ſame 
time, Gruffydh ap Conan having eſtabliſhed his poſſeſ. 


ſion of the iſle of Angleſey, intended to proceed far. 


ther in the continent of Wales; to which end, hay. 

ing tranſported his forces over the river, encamped 
in the neighbouring country of Carnarvonſhire, pur. 
poling to reduce North Wales by degrees. Trahaern 
ap Caradoc being informed of this deſcent of Gruf. 


fydh's, made all poſſible ſpeed to prevent his farther 
| Progreſs; and having made all neceſſary preparations 
that the ſhortneſs of the opportunity would permit, 
he drew up his forces to Bron yr Erw, where he gave 


Gruffydh battle, and in fine put him to a ſhameful 


flight; fo that he was glad to retire back ſafe to 


Angleſex. 22 Nd POT iy 
The next year Rytherch ap Caradoc Prince of South 


Wales died, being murdered through the unnatural 
villainy of his couſin-german Meyrchaon ap Rhys ap 
Rytherch; after whom Rhys ap Owen obtained the 


ſole government of South Wales: but his enjoyment 
of the whole principality was not very laſting, and 
ſcarce at all void of trouble and vexation of war. 
For ſhortly after the death of Caradoc, the ſons of 
Cadwgan thinking they might eaſily now foil and van- 


quiſh one, ſeeing they had ſome time ago victoriouſſy 


overcome both princes together, with all the forces 
they could raiſe, ſet upon Rhys again at a place called 
Gwanyffyd; who not being able to endure their num - 


ber, was routed and forced to flee; however the blow 
was not ſo mortal, but that Rhys gathered together 


new levies, by the help of which he was emboldened 


ſtill to maintain himſelf in his principality. But For- 
tune which had advanced him to the crown, ſeemed now 
to frown at and croſs all his endeayours and undertak- 


ings 


TA HISTORY or WALES. 
ings and being reduced to a very weak condition in the 
late battle, he was ſet upon by a freſh enemy, before 
he could have ſufficient time to recover and recruit 
himſelf. For Trahaern ap Caradoc Prince of North 
Wales, perceiving the weakneſs and inability of Rhys 
to make oppoſition againſt any foreign enemy that 
invaded his territories, thought it now very feaſible | 
to obtain the conqueſt of South Wales, and then to 
annex it to his own principality of North Wales. 
Being egged on by theſe pleaſant imaginations, he diſ- 
patched his army to South Wales, to fight with Rhys, 
who with all the forces he could poſſibly levy, as lay- 
ing his whole fortune upon the event of this battle, 
boldly met him at Pwlhgwttic ; where after a tedious 
fight on both ſides, Rhys having loſt the beſt part of 
his army, was put to flight, and ſo warmly purſued, 
that after long ſhifting from place to place, himſelf 
with his brother Howel fell at length into the hands of 
Caradoc ap Gruffydh, who put them both to death, 
in revenge of the baſe murder of Blethyn ap Confyn, 
by them formerly tranſacted. The principality of 
South Wales being thus vacant by the death of Rhys 
ap Owen; Rhys fon to Theodore, ap Eineon, ap Ow- 
en, ap Howel Dha, as lawful heir to that government, 
put in his claim, which being very plain and evident, 
ſo prevailed with the people of the country, that 5 
unanimouſly elected him for their prince; much againſt 
the expectation of Trahaern ap Caradoc Prince of North 
Wales. The next year St. David's ſuffered greatly by 
ſtrangers, who landing there in a conſiderable number, A. D. 1077. 
ſpoiled and deſtroyed the whole town; ſhortly after 
which barbarous action, Abraham biſhop of that ſee 
died; and then Sulien, who the year before had re- 
| linquiſhed and reſigned up that biſhoprick, was com- 
penn! WWW WWW 
The government of all Wales both North and 1079. 
South, had been now for a long time ſupplied by uſur- 
pers, and forcibly detained from the right and legal 
inheritors; but Providence would ſuffer injuſtice to 
reign no longer, and therefore reſtored the rightful 
heirs to their principalities, Rhys ap T bodore Buy 
| I ee te Bean 
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actual poſſeſſion of South Wales; and there wanted 

no more at this time, but to bring in Gruffydh a 
Conan to the principality of North Wales ; both theſe 
princes being indiſpurably right and lawful heirs to 
Their reſpective governments, as lineally deſcended 
from Roderic the Great, who was legal proprietor of 
all Wales, Gruffydh ap Conan had already reduced 
the iſle of Angleſey, but not being able to levy a (uf. 
ficient army from thence to oppoſe Trahaern, he in- 
vited over a great party of Iriſh and Scots, and then 
with his whole army joined with Rhys ap Theodore 
Prince of South Wales. Trahaern in like manner af. 
ſociating to himſelf Caradoc ap Gruffydh and Mailyr 
the ſons of Rywalhon ap Gwyn his couſins-german, 
the greateſt and moſt powerful men then in Wales, 
drew up his forces together, with reſolution to fight 
them. Both armies meeting upon the mountains of 
Curno, a terrible and cruel battle enſued preſently 
| thereupon ; which proved the more fierce and bloody, 
by reaſon that both parties reſolutely referred their 
whole fortune to the ſucceſs of their arms; and life 
would prove vain if the day was loſt. But after a 
diſmal fight on both ſides, the victory fell at laſt to 
Gruffy dh and Rhys, Trahaern with his couſins being 
all ain i in the field; after whoſe death Gruffydh pi 
1 of N orth Wales; and ſo the rule of all 
Wales, after a tedious interval, was again reſtored to 
the right line. About the ſame time, Urgeney ap Sit- 

ſylht, a perſon of noble quality in Wales, was treach- 
_erouſly murdered by the {ons of Rhys Sais, or the Eu- 
gliſnman; by which name, the Welch were accuſtomed 
to denominate all perſons, as either had lived any con- 
fiderable time in England, or could fluently and hand- 
ſomely — che > Engith tongue. 


GRUFFYDH 
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GRUFFYDH ary CONA N. 


odore in that of South Wales; there was no body that 
could create them any moleſtation or diſturbance upon 
the account of right, which was unqueſtionably juſt; 
ſo that they quietly enjoyed for ſome time their re- 
ſpective dominions, without apprehenſion of any other 

tretender. Indeed, it had ſeldom been known before, 
but that one of the princes was an uſurper; and par- 
ticularly in North Wales, where from the time of Ed- 


wal Foel, none had legally aſcended to the crown, , 


excepting Edwal the ſon of Meyric, eldeſt ſon to 
Edwal Foel, in whoſe line the undoubted title of 


North Wales lawfully deſcended. And the right line 


being now reſtored in Gruffydh ap Conan, the ſame le- 

gally continued to Lhewelyn ap Gruffydh, the laſt 
Prince of the Britiſh blood. But during theſe revo- 
lutions in Wales, ſome things memorable were tranſ- 


acted in England; Malcolm king of the Scots deſcend- 


ing into Northumberland, ravaged and deſtroyed the 
country without mercy, carrying away a great num- 
ber of priſoners; after which the Northumbrians fell 
upon Walter biſhop of Durham, whom they ſlew, to- 
gether with a hundred men, whilſt he ſate keeping of 
court, not dreaming of any ſuch treacherous villainy. 
The ſame time Robert Curthoys the Baſtard's eldeſt 
fon, being for ſome reaſon diſguſted againſt his father, 


and ſet on by the inſtigation of the King of France, 


entered Normandy with an army, and claimed it as his 


right; which King William being acquainted with, 


pang over to Normandy, and meeting with his fon 

and to hand in battle, was by him overthrown. But 
being returned from Normandy, he entered with a 
great army into Wales, and marching after the man- 


ner 


the principality of North Wales, and Rhys ap The- 
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raiſed a rebel 
ing drawn together a great number of licentious and 
malecontented people, thought to eject him out of the 
principality of South Wales. Rhys had not power 
and forces enough to oppoſe them; the rebels“ army 


the news of whoſe arrival being blazed abroad, his 
Friends from all quarters preſently retired to him; ſo 
that in a ſhort time his army became numerous, and 
able to confront the enemy. The rebels were ſen- 
ſible how the Prince's forces daily multiplied, and 


all poſſible haſte to force him to a battle, which in 
a ſhort time after happened at Lhech y Creu, where 


1087. 


ſacrilege was committed at St. David's; the ſhrine 


out of the church, all the plate and other utenſils 


ner of a pilgrimage as far as St. David's, he offered and 


and governor of that country, from him called Wal: 
the ſea-ſhore, whoſe body proved monſtrouſly pro- 


A. D. 1086. This year Madawc, Cadwgan and Riryd, the ſons 


lain, and Cadwgan glad to ſave his life by flight. 
Rhys having won ſo ſignal a victory, and fearing 
no farther diſturbance diſmiſſed the Iriſh and Scots 
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paid his devotion to that ſaint, and afterwards re. 
ceived homage of the kings and princes of the coun. 
try. About the ſame time the tomb of Walwey king 
Arthur's ſiſter's ſon, a moſt valiant perſon in his time, 


— 


wethey, was diſcovered in the country of Ros, nigh 


digious, being in length about fourteen foot. 
of Blethyn ap Confyn ſome time Prince of Wales, 
lion againſt Rhys ap Tewdor ; and hay- 


increaſing daily by the addition of the diſcontented 
multitude, who always rejoice at any new commotion 
or diſturbance; and therefore he was compelled to re- 
tire to Ireland, where he obtained a very conſiderable 
party of Iriſh and Scots, upon promiſe of a ſufficient 
reward, in Caſe he was reſtored again to his principa- 
lity. Having by this meaſure got a very ſenſible in- 
creaſe to his former ſtrength, he landed in South Wales; 


therefore to prevent any farther addition, they made 


the rebels were vanquiſhed ; Madawc and Riryd being 


with great rewards, who honourably returned to their 
own country. Within a while after, an unaccountable 


belonging to the cathedral, being feloniouſſy conveyed : 


were 


un , 4 


the gate of Worceſter, The king having drawn his 


in two years after, Archbiſhop Sulien, the moſt pious 


ſhoprick ; preſently after whoſe death the town of 


who thereupon gave them battle, and after a reſolute 
engagement of both ſides, the rebels were at length 
worſted, and put to flight, and then ſo narrowly pur- 


and in fine executed as a traitor: but Eineon made his 

| eſcape, and not daring to truſt himſelf with any of 
his own kindred, he fled to Ieftyn ap Gurgant, Lord 

of Morgannwc, who was then in actual rebellion 


of the performance of certain articles, one of which 
more eſpecially was, That he ſhould receive his daugh- 
ter in matrimony ; that he would bring over to his aid 
2 conſiderable body of Normans, with whom he was 
ſingularly acquainted, as having ſerved a long time 


corded, Eineon poſted to England, and in a little 


. 
Sy 
* 
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were ſtolen, and only the ſhrine left empty behind, 
The ſame year a civil war broke out in England, 
and ſeveral armies in ſeveral parts of the kingdom 
were up in arms at the ſame time, and among the reſt % 
the Welch, who entering into Gloceſter and Wor- 
ceſter ſhires, burnt and deſtroyed all before them, to 


army together, proceeded againſt his enemies by de- 
grees, and falling upon their ſeparate parties, without —_ 
any great difficulty, reduced all to obedience. With- A. D.ro8g. 1 


and learned perſon in Wales, died, in the eightieth 
year of his age, and in the ſixteenth year of his bi- 


St. David's ſuffered a more ſenſile calamity, being firſt 


plundered, and afterwards burnt by a company of py- 


rates, who ſorely infeſted the Britiſh coaſts. About 
the ſame time alſo died Cadifor the ſon of Calhoyn 
Lord of Dyfed, whoſe ſons Lhewelyn and Eineon mo- 
ved Gruffydh ap Meredith to take up arms againſt his 
ſovereign Prince Rhys ap Tewdor, with whom they 
joined all the forces they could levy among their te- 
nants and dependants; then paſling with their army 
to Lhandydoch, boldly challenged Rhys to fight; 


ſued, that Gruffydh ap Meredith was taken priſoner, 


againſt Prince Rhys. And to ingratiate himſelf the 
more in Ieſtyn's favour, he promiſed, upon condition 


in England, Theſe articles being agreed to and re- 


time 
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A. P. 1090-the protection and aid of Ieſtyn. The beginning of ve 


nions, where, without the leaſt ſnew of mercy to his ur 


having with all poſſible ſpeed raiſed a convenient ar. 


_ a terrible fight, and a great ſlaughter on both ſides, 
he was unhappily ſlain. 
grandeur of the principality of South Wales, being 


Confyn, two ſons, Gruffydh and Grono, the latter of 


Glamorgan, affirms, that he was ſlain, together with 
his father, in this battle againit the Normans, _ 
The Normans having received a ſufficient reward 


* 
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time brought matters ſo about, that he prevailed with iſ 2 Cort 
Robert Fitzhamon and twelve more knights, to lew M cor 
a ſtrong army of Normans, and to come to Wales to 


the following year they landed in Glamorganſhite, WWW: 
and were honourably received by Ieſtyn, who Joining MF 
his power to theirs, marched to Prince Rhys's dom. 


own countrymen, he encouraged the Normans, by his 
own example, to ſpoil and deſtroy all that came be. 
fore them. Prince Rhys was mightily grieved to find 
his country ſo unmercifully haraſſed ; and though at 
this time very antient, being above ninety-eight years 
of age, he could not refrain but meet his enemies; and 


my; he met with them near Brecknock, where after 
With him fell the glory and 


afterwards rent in pieces, and divided into ſeveral parts 
and piece-meals among the Norman captains, as ſhall 
be by and by more particularly related. Prince Rhys 
left iſſue behind him by the daughter of Rywalhon ap 


which was detained priſoner by the king of England; 
though the author of the winning of the lordſhip of 


from Ieſtyn, upon the account of their ſervice againſt 
Prince Rhys, returned to their ſhips, in order to their 
voyage homeward. But before they could looſe an- 
chor to ſail off, Eineon recalled them, being ungrate- 
fully affronted by Ieftyn, who abſolutely refuſed to 
make good to him the conditions which they had 
agreed upon, before the Normans were invited to 

Wales. Upon this account, Eincon was ſo irrecon - 
cilably incenſed againſt Teſtyn, that to be revenged up- 
on him, he was willing to facrifice his native country 
into the hands of ſtrangers; and therefore endeavoured 
to perſuade the Normans concerning the fatneſs and 
Ti ; 1 fertility 
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W rruty of the country, and how eaſily they might 
Conquer and make themſelves maſters of it. But he 
to needed not many arguments to perſuade a people that 
of WES: cre willing of themſelves, eſpecially being encouraged” 
e, ( chereto by a perſon of ſome eſteem in the country; 
o WE whereupon, without any more queſtions, they pre- 


W ntly fell to their buſineſs ; and from friends became 
W unexpectedly foes. Teſtyn was much ſurpriſed to find 
the Normans, whom he had but lately honourably 
W diſmiſſed from his ſervice, and as he thought, with ſa- 
tisfaction, ſo ſoon become his enemies; but perceiving 
a ſerpent in the hedge, and Eineon fo amicably great 
among them, he quickly gueſſed at the reaſon, of 

which there was no other remedy left but to bewail —_— 

the unneceſſary folly of his own knavery. The Nor- _—_ 
mans eaſily diſpoſſeſſed Ieftyn of the whole lordſhip —_ 
of Glamorgan ; the moſt pleaſant and fertile part of 


Fn = . 


b i | _— 
1 WE which they divided among themſelves ; leaving the 14 
4 | more mountainous and craggy ground to the ſhare f EE 
) Eineon. The knights who accompanied Fitzhamon 1 
| in this expedition were, William de Londres or Lon- = 
don; Richard de Grena villa, or Greenfield; Paganus 1 
) de Turberville z Robert de S. Quintino, or Quintin, 

Richard de Sywarde; Gilbert de Humfrevile; Roger. 

] de Berkrolles ; Reginald de Sully; Peter le Soore; 

; John le Fleming; Oliver de S. John; William de Eſ- 

| 


terling, or Stradling. Theſe perſons having diſtributed 
that fair and pleaſant lordſhip among themſelves, and _—_ 
conſidering that they were much better provided for nm 
here than they could be at home, ſettled in Glamorgan, _ = 
where their poſterity have continued to this time. And 

here we may obſerve, what a train of circumſtances' 

concurred together. in favour of the Normans, having 

poſſeſſion of this lordſhip : for had not Eineon, be- 

ing vanquiſhed by Prince Rhys, fled to Ieſtyn, rather 

than to another; or had not Teſtyn been ſo vain as 

to attempt the conqueſt of South Wales, and to that 

end conſented to the advice of Eineon; there had been LL 
no neceſſity of inviting the Normans at all to Wales. "Ny 
And then, the Normans being arrived, had not Ieſtyn 

ungenteely violated — and refuſed to Prune. . 


the articles agreed upon between him and Eineqn; 


with ſatisfaction, and conſequently could never hays 


cibly poſſeſſed, And now again the Welch expe. 
rienced the dangerous conſequence of calling in a fo. 


. poſſeſſed them of the belt part of the iſland of Britain, 


ſhip of Morgannwe or Glamorgan, and what ſhare 


twenty-ſeven miles, even from Rymny bridge to the 
_ eaſt, to Pwlh Conan weſtward ; and in breadth from 


court of Glamorgan, which being ſuperior to the 


dience only to the crown, aſſumed to themſelves all 


pardoning of criminals in caſe of treaſon. And not 


Neth, Coyty, Talavan, and Lantuit or Boviarton; 


them. Within this lordſhip were eighteen caſtles, 


Vaen, and the town and caſtle of Caerdaf; in the 


* 
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or had not Eineon purſued fo deſperate revenge, bit 


ſatisfied his paſſion upon Ieſtyn, without prejudice u 
his country ; the Normans would have returned home 


been proprietors of that noble country they then for. 


\ 


reign nation to their aid; the Saxons had already dif. 


and now the Normans ſeized upon a great part of that 
ſmall country, which had eſcaped the ſovereignty and 
conquelt of the Engliſh, But here it will be neceſſary 
to lay down the ſtate and condition of this lord. 


each particular knight obtained in the diſtribution 
The lordſhip of Glamorgan reaches in length 
Aberthaw, otherwiſe Aberdaon on the ſouth part, to 
the confines of Brecknockſhire above Morley's caſtle, ! 
twenty-two miles. This being a royal lordſhip, the 
lords thereof owing no other ſubjection than obe- 
the privileges of a regal court, excepting only the 
only Glamorgan, but the ſeveral petty lordfhips of 
which it conſiſted, namely, Sengennyth, Myſcyn, Ru- 
thin, Lhanblethian, Tir Iarlh, Glyn Rothney, Avan, 
exerciſed the ſame privilege of Jura Regalia, with this 
difference only, that in caſe of wrong judgment in 
theſe courts, appeal might be made in the county- 


reſt, had power to reverſe any judgment given in 


and thirty-ſix knight's fees; beſides the town and 
caſtle of Kynfig, the town of Cowbridge or Pont 


latter of which the lord of Glamorgan chiefly fe. 
1 5 ö + ſided 


Ee. £ 
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fided, wherein the county-court was monthly kept. 
The annual revenue of this lordſhip amounted to a RY 
thouſand marks; whereof four hundred was allowed 3 
for the fees and ſalary of the ſeveral officers belonging 
to the ſame: This lordſhip of Glamorgan Robert 
Fitzhamon kept to himſelf; and the others he diſ- 
tributed between his ſeveral followers; namely, to 
= Willam de Londres he gave the caſtle and manor of 
W O:more: to Richard Greenfield the lordſhip of 
Neth; to Paine Turberville that of Coyty; to Ro- 
bcrt S. Quintine Lhan Bl-thyan ; to Richard Syward 
W Talavan; to Gilbert Humfrevile the caſtle and manor 
of Penmarc; to Reginald Sully the caſtle and manor 
of Sully; to Roger Berkrolles that of Eaſt Orchard; 
to Peter le Soor that of Peterton ; to John Fleming 
that of S. George; to John S. John that of Fonmon 4 
or Fenvon; and Jaſtly, to William le Eſterling or 0 
Stradling that of S. Donats. But that theſe knights 1 
ſhould have dependence upon, and might ſeem to | 
hold their ſeveral lordſhips and eſtate from him; Ro- 49 
bert Fitzhamon appointed them their ſeveral apart- _— 
ments in his caſtle of Caerdaf, where they were ob- * 
W liged to give their attendance at every. court-day, 
= which was monthly kept upon Monday,  , 
But about the ſame time that Robert Fitzhamon 
took the lordſhip of Glamorgan, Barnard Newmarch, 

a nobleman likewiſe of Normandy, obtained by con- 
queſt the lordſhip of Brecknock ; and Henry de New- 
burgh ſon to Roger de Bellemont, by the Conqueror 
made Earl of Warwick, the country of Gower: But 
| Barnard Newmarch gave the people of Wales ſome 
{mall ſatisfaction and content, by marrying Neſt, the 
daughter alſo of Neſt, daughter to Lhewelyn ap Gruf- 
| Ttydh Prince of Wales, by whom he had iſſue, a ſon 
called Mahael. This worthy gentleman. being legally 
to ſucceed his father in the lordſhip. of Brecknock, 
was afterwards diſinherited by the malice and baſeneſs 
of his own unnatural mother. The. occaſion was 
thus, Neſt happening to fall in admiration of a cer- 
_ tain knight, with whom ſhe had more than ordinary 
familiarity, even beyond what ſhe expreſt to her own 
„ 1 huſband; 
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got by Barnard Newmarch her huſband, but another 
perſon; by virtue of which oath or rather perjury, 


upon the pond at the paſſing by of Gruffydh the ſon 
of Rhys ap Theodor, ſeemed by their chirping to be 
in a manner overjoyed ; the king replied, It was not 


known, that they are the lawful and original inheritors 
of that country. | P $664 8 


themſelves in Glamorgan and Brecknock, Cadogan 


mon and Barnard Newmarch had ſped there, thou ght 


A 
* 
. 
* 
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huſband ; Mahael perceiving her diſſolute and lose 
behaviour, counſelled her to take care of her fame 
and reputation, and to leave off that ſcandalous liberty 
which ſhe took : and afterwards meeting caſually her 
gallant coming from her, fought and grievouſy 
wounded him. Upon this Neſt to be revenged 
upon her ſon, went to Henry the firſt, king of Eng. 
land, and in his prefence took her corporal oath, 
that her ſon Mahael was illegitimate, and not be- 


Mahael was diſinherited, and his ſiſter, whom her 


mother atteſted to be legitimate, was beſtowed by the 
king upon Milo, the ſon of Walter Conſtable, after- 
ward Earl of Hereford, who in right of his wife en- 
Joyed the whole eſtate of Barnard Newmarch lord of 

Brecknock. Of this Milo it is reported, that telling 


King Henry of a ſtrange accident which had occurred 
to him by Lhyn Savathan in Wales, where the birds 


ſo wonderful; for although, ſays he, manifeſtly we have 
violently and injuriouſly oppreſſed that nation, yet it is 
But whilſt the Normans were thus carving for 


ap Blethyn ap Confyn towards the end of April en- 
tered into Dyved, and having ravaged and deſtroyed 


the country, returned back, But within eight weeks 


after, there ſucceeded him a more fatal enemy; for 


the Normans landing in Dyved and Cardigan, began 
to fortify themſelves 1n caſtles and other ſtrong places, 


and to inhabit the country upon the ſea-ſhore, which be- 


fore was not in their poſſeſſion, Indeed the Normans 


having by the connivance of the Conqueror already 


got into their hands all the beſt eſtates in England, 
began now to ſpy out the commodities of Wales; 


and perceiving moreover how bravely Robert Fitzha- 


they 


ME 
. 
+ 
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they might as well expect the like fortune. Where- 
fore having obtained a grant from King William (who 
readily conſented to their requeſt, becauſe by this 
means he killed two birds with one ſtone, procured 
to himſelf their utmoſt ſervice upon occaſion, and 
| withal provided for them without any charge to him- 
ſelf) they came to Wales, and ſo entered upon the 
eſtates appointed them by the king, which they held = 
of him by knight-ſervice, having firſt done homage _ 
and ſworn fealty for the ſame. Roger Montgomery nn 
Earl of Arundel did homage for the lordſhips of wy 
Powis and Cardigan; Hugh Lupus Earl of Cheſter = 
for Tegengl and Ryfonioc, together with all the land = 
lying upon the ſea- ſnore to the river Conwey ; Arnulph wn 
a younger fon of Roger Montgomery for Dyved ; Bar- 
nard Newmarch for Brecknock ; Ralph Mortimer for 
Eluel; Hugh de Lacy for the land of Ewyas; Euſtace 
Omer for Mold and Hapredale; and ſeveral others did 
the like homage for other lands. But Roger Mont- 
gomery, who by the Conqueror was created Earl of 
Arundel and Shrewſbury, entered in an hoſtile manner 
into Powis-land, and having wan the caſtle and town 
of Baldwyn, fortified it in his own right, and called it 
Montgomery after his own name. King William of 
England was now in Normandy, and bulily engaged 
in a war againſt his brother Robert; by the advantage 
of whoſe abſence, Gruffydh ap Conan Prince of North 
Wales, and Cadogan ap Blethyn, who now ruled in 
South Wales, with joint force entered into Cardigan 
and flew a great number of Normans, whoſe pride and 
excellive cruelties towards the Welch, were altogether 
intolerable. But after ſufficient execution there, be- 
ing returned home, the Normans ſent for more aid 
from England; which being arrived, they thought to 
make a private in-road into North Wales, and ſo to be 
revenged upon the Welch. But their deſign being 
happily diſcovered to Cadogan, he drew up his forces 
to meet them, and then unexpectedly ſetting upon them 
in the foreſt of Yſpys, after a very warm reſiſtment of 
the Normans fide, forced them to retire by flight, and 
then triumphantly marching through Cardigan and 
1» 13 Dyved, 


1 9 
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PDyved, he deſtroyed all the caſtles and fortifications 
in the country, beſides Pembrock and Rydcors, which 

proved too ſtrong, and impregnabbbe . 

A. D. 100. The next year the Normans who inhabited the 
country of Glamorgan fell upon and deſtroyed the 
countries of Gwyr, Kidwely, and Yſtrad Tywy, Which 
they harraſſed in ſuch a crucl manner, that they left 
them bare of any people to inhabit, And to increaſe 

as it was thought, the miſeries of the Welch, King 
William Rufus being informed of the great laughter 
which Gruffydh ap Conan, and the ſons of Blethyn ap 
Confyn had lately committed upon the Engliſh, as 

well within Cheſhire, Shropſhire, Worceſterſhire, and 
Herefordſhire, as within Wales ; entered the country 
at Montgomery, which place the Welch having ſome- 
time ſince demoliſhed, King William lately rebuilt, 
But the Welch kept all the paſſages through the 
woods and rivers, and all other ſtreights ſo cloſe, that 
the King could effect nothing conſiderable againſt them; 

and therefore when he perceived that his labour was 
burt loſt, in continuing in thoſe parts, he forthwith de- 
camped, and returned with no great honour back to 

1094. England. But this retreat of King William was not 

altogether ſo favourable to the intereſt of the Welch, 
as the death of William Fitz-Baldwyn, who was owner 
of the caſtle of Rydcors, and did the greateſt miſ- 
chief and hurt to the South Wales men of any other, 
He being dead, the garriſon of Rydcors which was 
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wont to keep the Welch in continual awe, ſorſook 
that place, and by that means gave opportunity to 
the inhabitants of Gwyr, Brecknock, Gwent, and 
Gwentlhwc, to ſhake off that intolerable yoke the Nor- 
mans forced upon them, who after they had robbed 
them of their lands, kept them in perpetual ſubjection. 
But now William Fitz Baldwyn being dead, and the 
garriſon of Rydcors ſcattered, they ventured to laß 
violent hands upon the Normans, who thought them- 
ſelves free from all fear; and prevailed ſo ſucceſsfully, 
er they drove them all out of the country, and re- 
covered their own antient eſtates. But the Normans 
| liked that country ſo well, that they were reſolved not 


* 
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to be ſo eaſily befooled out of what they had with a 
great deal of pains and danger once poſſeſſed; and 


therefore having drawn a great number of Engliſh and 
Normans to their aid, they were deſirous to venture 


another touch with the Welch, and to return if poſ- 


fible, to their once acquired habitations. But the 


Welch ſo abhorred their pride and tyrannical dominion 


over them when they were maſters, that they were re- 


ſolved not to be ſubject to ſuch tyrants again; and 


therefore they boldly met them at a place called Celly 
larfawe, and ſet upon them ſo manfully, the very ap- 
prehenſion of ſervitude whetting their ſpirits, that they 


put them to flight with great ſlaughter, and drove them 


out of the country. The Normans however were not 
ſo abſolutely routed with this overthrow: but like a 
fly in the night which deſtroys itſelf in the candle, they 
muſt needs covet their own deſtruction; their greedi- 
neſs egging them on to venture with few, What was not 
practicable to be effected by many. Therefore on 
they came as far as Brecknock, with this abſolute 
vow and reſolution not to leave one living thing re- 
maining in that country. But they fell ſhort of their 
policy, the people of the country being removed to 
a narrow ſtreight, to expect their paſſing through; 
whicher the Normans being advanced, they fell upon 


them, and killed a great number of them. About the 


ſame time, Roger Montgomery Earl of Salop and 


Arundel, William Fitzeauſtace Earl of Gloceſter, 


Arnold de Harecourt, and Neal le Vicount, were ſlain 


by the Welch between Caerdaf and Brecknock; and 
Walter Eureux Earl of Sarum, Roſmer, and Manti- 


lake; Hugh earl of Gourney, were wounded, who 
afterwards died in Normandy. The Normans finding 


that they continually loſt ground, thought it not ad- 


viſeable to ſtay any longer; and therefore having 


placed ſufficient garriſons in thoſe caſtles which they 
had formerly built, they returned with what ſpeed 
they could to England. But all the haſte they did 


make, could not ſecure them from the fury of the 


Welch; for Gruffydh and Ifor, the ſons of Ednerth 
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at laſt, finding no proſpect of relief, they were forced 


poſſed them from. And this encouraged the Welch 


North-Wales, Uchthed the ſon of Edwyn ap Grono 


ſtroying all the country with fire and ſword, ex- 


ſpoiled all the country about S. Davids; and after 
he had got ſufficient plunder, and taken divers pri: 


A. D. 1095. 
Normandy, and having heard how that the Welch 


cable humour of the Welch nation. But after all 
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ap Cadogan, expected them privately at a place 
called Aberlhech, where falling unexpectedly upon 
them; they ſlew the greateſt part of their number, 
the reſt narrowly eſcaping ſafe to England. But 
the Norman garriſons which were left behind, de- 
fended themſelves with a great deal of bravery, till 


for their own ſafety to deliver them up to the 
Welch, who from that time, became again propri. 
etors of thoſe places which the Normans had dif. 


to undertake other things againſt the Engliſh, for 
immediately after this, certain of the nobility of 


by name, together with Howel ap Grono, and the ſons 
of Cadogan ap Blethyn of Powys-land, paſſed by Car. 
digan into Dyved (which country King William had 
given to Arnulph ſon to Roger Montgomery, who had 
built thereon the caſtle of Pembrock, and appointed 
Gerald de Windfore governour of the ſame) and de- 


cepting Pembrock caſtle, which was impregnable, they 
returned home with a great deal of booty. In 
recompence of this, when the lords of North-Wales 
were returned, Gerald iſſued out. of the caſtle, and 


ſoners returned back into the caſtle. _ 


The year following, King William returned from 


had cut off a great number of his ſubjects in Wales, 
gathered all his power together, and with great 
pomp and oftentation entered the marſhes, reſolv- 
ing utterly to eradicate the rebellious and 1mpla- 


this boaſt and ſeeming reſolution, he durſt venture 
no farther than the marſhes, where having built 
ſome few caſtles, he returned with no greater ho- 
nour than he came. But the next Spring, Hugh de 
Montgomery earl of Arundel and Salop, by the Wor | 
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named Hugh Goch, and Hugh Fras, or the Fat, Earl 
of Cheſter, being invited by ſome diſaffected Welch 
lords, came into North Wales with a very great ar- 
my. Prince Gruffydh ap Conan, and Cadogan ap 
Blethyn, perceiving themſelves to be too weak to op- 
poſe ſo numerous an army, and what was worſe, being 
very ſuſpicious of the fidelity. and honeſty of their 
own forces, thought it their beſt way to take the hills 
and mountains for their ſafety, where they were like ta 


gliſh army marched towards Angleſey, and being come 
- over againſt the iſland, they built the caſtle of Aber- 
Ihiennawc, But Gruffydh and Cadogan could no 
longer endure to ſee their country over-run by the 
. Engliſh, and therefore they deſcended from the moun- 


cours they ſhould receive from Ireland, of which they 
from any attempt that ſhould be made upon it. And 


now the whole' reaſon, and the occaſion of the En- 
 eliſh coming to Wales was diſcovered ; for Owen ap 


gan) upon ſome private grudge or other, called in the 


forces with theirs, and led the whole army over into 
Angleſey. Gruffydh and Cadogan finding how they 


for fear of farther treachery, judged it prudent to 


fail privately for Ireland; after whoſe departure, the 
Engliſh fell cruelly to work, deſtroying all they 


or ſex, 1 


nus the ſon of Harold, lately King of England, came 


his courſe thitherward, he was driven by contrary 


tains, and came to Angleſey, thinking, with what ſuc- 


Engliſh into Wales, and at this time openly joined his 


were betrayed by their deareſt friend, as they thought; 


over with a great fleet, intending to lay faſter hold 
upon that kingdom, than his father had done, and 
to recover the ſame to himſelf. But whilſt he ſteered 


127 


remain moſt ſecure from the enemy. Then the En- 


were diſappointed, to be able to defend the iſland 


Edwyn, the Prince's chiefeſt counſellor, whoſe daugh- 
ter Gruffydh had married (having himſelf alſo mar- 
ried Everyth the daughter of Contyn, aunt to Cado- 


could come at, without any reſpect to either age 


And whilſt the Engliſh continued in Angleſey, Mag- 


winds to the coaſts of Angleſey, where he would 298 ; 
nts nase 
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have landed, had not the Engliſh army kept him off. 

But in this ſkirmiſh Magnus accidentally wounded 
Hugh Earl of Salop with an arrow in the face, where. 

of he died; and then of a ſudden both armies relin. 
quiſhed the iſland, the Engliſh returning to England, 

N P. 1997appointing Owen ap Edwyn, who invited them over, 
prince of the country. But Owen did not enjoy the 
principality long; for in the beginning of the follow. 
ing ſpring, Gruffydh ap Conan and Cadogan ap Ble- 
thyn teturned from Ireland, and having concluded a 
peace with the Normans, for ſome part of their lands 
in Wales; Gruffydh remained in Angleſey, and Cado- 
gan had Cardigan, with part of Powis. But though 

_ Cadogan recovered his eſtate, yet in a little while after 
he loſt his fon Lhewelyn, who was treacherouſly mur- 
dered by the men of Brecnock : at which- time alſo 
died Rythmarch archbiſhop of S. David's, the ſon of 
Sulien, being in the forty-third year of his age; a man 
of the greateſt piety, . wiſdom, and learning, as had 
flouriſhed a long time in Wales, excepting his father, 
under whoſe tutelage he was educated. The year 
following, King William Rufus, as he was hunting 
in the new forreſt, was accidentally ſlain with an ar- 
row, which one Walter Tyrrel ſhot at a ſtag, and his 
eldeſt brother being then engaged in the holy war, 
Henry his younger brother, whom in his life-time he 
had nominated his ſucceſſor, was crowned in his ſtead. 
The ſame year, Hugh Earl of Cheſter, Grono ap 
ee and Gwyn ap Gruffydh departed this 
=: Sb e 
ro. About two years after, a rebellion broke out in 
England; Robert de Beleſmo, the ſon of Roger de 
Montgomery Earl of Salop, and Arnulph his brother 
Earl of Pembrock, took up arms againſt king Henry; 
which he being informed of, ſent them a very gra- 
cious meſſage to come before him, and declare their 
grievances, and the reaſon of their riſing up in arms 
againſt his Majeſty. But the Earls inſtead of ap- 
pearing in perſon, ſent him flight and frivolous ex- 
cuſes, and in the mean while made all neceſſary pre- 

| parations for the war, both by raiſing of forces, and 
e e Fortifying 
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fortifying their caſtles and ſtrong holds. And to 
| ſtrengthen, themſelves the more, they ſent. rich pre- 
ſents, and made large promiſes to Iorwerth, Cado- 
gan, and Meredith, the ſons of Blethyn ap Confyn; 
for to bring them to their ſide, Robert fortified four 
caſtles, namely, Arundel, ,Tekinhil, Shrewſbury, and 
Brugge; which laſt, by reaſon that Robert built it with- 
out the conſent of the king, was the chief occaſion. 
of this war; and Arnulph fortified his caſtle at Pem - 
brock. After this, they entered in an hoſtile manner 
into the territories of the king of England, waſting 
and deſtroying all before them. And to augment their 
ſtrength, Arnulph ſent Gerald his ſteward, to Mur- 
kart King of Ireland, deſiring his daughter in wed- 
lock; which was. eaſily granted, with the promiſe 
too of great ſuccours and large ſupplies. King 
Henry, to put a ſtop to their bold adventures, march- 
ed in perſon againſt them; and laying ſiege to the 
caſtle of Arundel, won it without any great oppoſi- 
tion; and quickly afterwards the caſtle of Tekinhill; 
but that of Brugge, by reaſon of the ſituation. of the 
place, and the depth of the ditch about it, ſeemed. 
to require longer time and harder ſervice; and there- 
fore King Henry was adviſed to ſend privately to 
Iorwerth ap Blethyn, promiſing him great rewards if 
he forſook the earPs part, and came over to him; 
urging to him, what miſchief Roger, ear! Robert's 
father, and his brother Hugh, had continually done 
to the Welch-men. And to make him the more 
willing to accept of his propoſals, he promiſed to 
give him all ſuch lands as the earl and his brother 
had in Wales, without either tribute or homage; 
which was a part of Powys, Cardigan, and half Dyfed; 
the other part being in the poſſeſſion of William Fitz- 
Baldwyn. Iorwerth receiving theſe offers, accepted of 
them very gladly, and then coming to the king, he 
{ent all his forces to earl Robert's lands, who hav- 
ing received very ſtrict orders, deſtroyed without 
mercy. every thing they met with; and what made 
the ſpoil the greater, earl Robert upon his rebelling 
againſt King Henry, had cauſed his people to con- 
7 3 . tas „ 
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werth's revolt reached the ears of the earl, Ca. 


oppoſe the king, ſince Iorwerth, who was the per. 
ſon of greateſt ſtrength in Wales, had left and for. 


him; but he not coming in time, ſome other method 
was to be tried, how to get ſome aid againſt the 


fydh ap Conan, he had leave to cut down what tim- 
ber he had need for; and fo returning to the Ifle of 
Man, which he had got by conqueſt, he built there 


daughter of Murkart in marriage to his fon, which 
being obtained, he created him king of Man, earl 


_ depart the kingdom, in caſe he ſhould lay down his 
| Normandy. And then king Henry ſent an expreſs 


himſelf up to his mercy ; and ſo Arnulph went over 
ſoner, and committed him to the king's cuſtody; 


to put the king in mind of his promiſe, and the ſer- 


king finding now all mauers at quiet, was deaf to 
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vey all their goods to Wales, for fear of the Engliſh f 
not thinking how his father's memory founded a- 
mong the Welch. But when the News of lor - 


dogan and Meredith, Torwerth's brothers; their 
ſpirits began to faint, as defpairing any longer to 


ſaken them. Arnulph was gone to Ireland to fetch 
home his wife, and to bring over what ſuccour his 
father-in-law, King Murkart, could afford to ſend 


Engliſn. A little before this rebellion broke out, 
Magnus, Harold's fon, landed the ſecond time in the 
iſle of Angleſey, and being kindly received by Gruf. 


three caſtles, and then ſent to Ireland to have the 


Robert hearing this, ſent to Magnus for aid againſt 
king Henry; but receiving none, he thought it now 

high time to look to his own ſafety ; and therefore 
he ſent to the king, requeſting that he might quietly 


arms; which the king having granted, he failed to 


to his brother Arnulph, requiring him either to 
follow his brother out of the kingdom, or to deliver 


alſo for Normandy, When the king was returned 
to London, Torwerth took his brother Meredith pri- 


his other brother Cadogan having reconciled himſelf 
beforehand, to whom Torwerth gave Cardigan, with 
a part of Powys. Then Iorwerth went to London, 

vice he had done him againſt earl Robert; but the 


all 
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all ſuch remembrances, and inſtead of promiſing 
what he had once voluntarily propoſed, againſt all 
rules of equity and gratitude, he took away Dyfed 
from Iorwerth, and gave it to a knight of his own, 
called Saer; and Stratywy Cydwely, and Gwyr he 
beſtowed upon Howel ap Grono, and ſent Torwerth 
away more empty than he came: nor was this ſuf- 
ficient reward for his former ſervices; but the next 
year King Henry muſt ſend ſome of his counſel A. P. 1101. 
to Shrewſbury, and cite Iorwerth to appear there, 
under pretence of conſulting about the king's buſi- 
neſs and affairs of thoſe parts. But the plot was 
laid deeper; and when without any ſuſpicion of 
treachery he made his appearance, he was ſurprizedly 
attainted of high treaſon, and then contrary to all 
right and juſtice actually condemned to perpetual im- 
priſonment; the true reaſon of this unparalleled 
ſeverity being, the king feared his ſtrength, and 
was apprehenſive that he would revenge the wrong 
and affront he received at his hands. And indeed, 
well had he reaſon to fear that, when he ſo ungrate- 
fully treated him, whoſe ſervice he had experienced 
to be ſo greatly advantageous to him. But the po- 
licy of Princes is unaccountable; and whether to 
value an eminent perſon for his ſervice, or to fear 
him for his greatneſs, is 'a ſubject that frequently 
diſturbs their moſt ſettled confiderations. But the 
noblemen that were at this time ſent by the king 
to Shrewſbury, were Richard de Belmerſh, who being 
chief agent about Roger Montgomery earl of Salop, 
was pretered to the biſhoprick-. of London, and after- 
wards appointed by this king, to be warden of the 
marſhes, and governour of the county of Salop. 
Witch him were joined in company, Walter Conſtable, 
the father of Milo, earl of Hereford, and Rayner the 
king's lieutenant in the county of Salop. About 
this time, as Bale writes, the church of Menevia or 
S8. Davids, began to be ſubject to the ſee of Canter- 
bury, being always afore the metropolitan church of 
all Wales. e e 
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Shortly after this, Owen ap Edwyn, who had bee 
author of no ſmall miſchiet and diſturbance to the 
Welch, in moving the Engliſh againſt his naturel 
Prince, and ſon-in-law: Gruffydh ap Conan, depart. 
ed this life, after a tedious nd miſerable. fickneſs, 
of which he was ſo much the leſs pitied, by how 
much he had proved an enemy and a traitor to his 
native country. He was the ſon of Grono, by hs 
wife: Edelflede the widow of Edmund, ſurname 
Ironſide, ' king of England; and had the title of 
Tegengl; though the Engliſh, when they had com. 
pelled Groffydh ap Conan to flee to Ireland for -ſafety, 
conſtituted him prince of all North Wales. After 
his death, Richard Fitz-Baldwyn laid ſiege to, and 
took the caſtle of Rydcors, and forcibly drove Howel 
ap Grono, to whom king Henry had committed the 
cuſtody of it, out of the country. But Howel quick- 
ly returned, and with a high ſpirit of revenge, be- 
gan to deſtroy and burn whatſoever he could meet 
with, and then meeting a party of the Normans in 
their return homewards, he fell upon the flank of them 
with a very conſiderable ſlaughter; and fo brought all 
the country to his ſubjection, excepting ſome few 
garriſons and caſtles which would not furrendet to 
him. The ſame time King Henry took away "from | 
Saer the government of Dyfed, which formerly Was 
Jorwerth ap Blethyn's, and beſtowed it upon Gerald, 
who had been ſome time earl Arnulph's ſteward in 
thoſe parts; and therefore by reaſon of his know- 
ledge of the country, was in all probability beſt able 
to take upon him the management of it. But the 
Normans in Rydcors caſtle being ſenſible that they 
were not able to effect any thing againſt Howel a 
Grono in open field, aftei their accuſtomed manner, 
began to put that in execution by treachery, which 
they could not compaſs by force of arms. And 
how to make Howel a ſacrifice to thoſe Normans he 
had lately ſlain, they could find no ſafer way than by 
corrupting one Gwgan ap Meyric, a man in great 
favour and eſteem with Howel, upon the account 
chiefly that one of his catldren was nurſed by . 8 
wit, 
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W ike. This ungrateful villain, to carry on his wicked 
| intrigue the more unſuſpected, gave Howel a very 
earneſt invitation to his houſe to a merriment, where, 
without any ſuſpicion of treachery, being come, he 
was welcomed with all the ſeeming affection and 
kindneſs imaginable. © But no ſooner was he ſettled, A. D. 1103 
but Gwgan gave notice thereof to the Norman garri- 
ſons; and therefore by break of day they entered the 
town, and coming about the houſe where Howel 
lay in bed, they preſently gave a great ſhout. Howel 
hearing the noiſe, ſuſpected ſomething of miſchief, 
and therefore: leaping in all haſte out of bed, he 
made to his weapons, but could not find them, by 
reaſon that Gwgan had conveyed them away whilſt © © 
he was aſleep. And now being aſſured of treachery 
in the caſe, and finding that his men had fled for 
W their lives, he endeavoured all the could: to make his 
= cſcape ; but Gwgan and his company were too quick 
for him; and ſo being ſecured, they ſtrangled him, 

and delivered his body to the Normans, who havin 
cut off his head, conveyed it to the caſtle of Rydcors. 
This moſt villainous murder, ſo barbarouſly commit- 
ted upon the king's heutenant, was not in the leaſt 
taken notice of; for King Henry was ſo unreaſonably 
_ prejudiced in favour of the Normans, that whatever 
miſdemeanor, be it of never ſo high a nature, was 
by them committed, it was preſently winked at, 
and let fall to the ground; whereas, if the Welch 
treſpaſſed but againſt the leaſt injunction of the king's 
laws, they were moſt ſeverely puniſhed : which was 
the cauſe that they afterwards ſtood up againſt the 
king in their own defence, being by experience 
aſſured, that he minded nothing more than their utter 
JJ. nonnanr ©-14-:5 Here try 
About this time Anſelm, archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
convened a ſynod at London, wherein among other 
injunctions then decreed, the celibacy of the clergy 
was enjoined; marriage being before ever allowed 
of in Britain, to them in holy orders. But this 
new injunction created a great deal of heat and 
animoſity among the clergy, ſome approving of it 
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as reaſonable and orthodoxical : others ; condemnid g 
it, as an innovation, and contrary to the plain letter 


of ſcripture. But during theſe diſputes between 


the clergy, king Henry being now in the fifth year 
of his reign, ſailed over with a great army into 
Normandy, where his brother Robert, together with 
Robert de Beleſmo, Arnulph, and William earl of 
Mortaign, gave him battle; but the king having ob- 
tained the victory, took the duke his brother, with 


William of Mortaign, priſoners; and carrying them 


Into England; he cauſed firſt his brother Robert's 


eyes to be plucked out, and then condemned them 


both to perpetual impriſonment in the caſtle of Cardyff. 


A. D. 1104. About the ſame time Meyric and Gruffydh, the ſons 


of Trahaern ap Caradoc were both ſlain by the means 


of Owen ap Cadogan ap Blethyn; whoſe uncle Mere- 


1105. 


dith ap Blethyn, who had been priſoner for a long time 


in England, now broke open the priſon, wherein he 


was very narrowly confined; and returning to his own 


country, had his eſtate reſtored, which afterwards he 


quietly enjo yet. 


The next year a very diſmal and calamitous ac- 
cident happening in the Low- countries, proved very 


incommodious and prejudicial to the Welch; for a 


great part of Flanders being drowned by the over- 


flowing of the ſea, the inhabitants were compelled 


to ſeek for ſome other country to dwell in; their 


own being now covered with water. And therefore 
a great many being come over to England, they re- 


queſted of King Henry to aſſign them ſome part of 
his kingdom which was empty and void of inha- 
bitants, where they might ſettle and plant themſelves. 


The king taking advantage of this charitable oppor- 


tunity, and being in a manner aſſured, that theſe 
Flemings would be a conſiderable thorn in the fide 
of the Welch, beſtowed upon them very liberally 
| what was not juſtly in his power to give; and ap- 
pointed them the country. of Ros, in Dyfed or Weſt- 
Wales, where they continue to this day. But Gerald 


the king's lieutenant in thoſe parts, was reſolved to 


be afore-hand with them, and rebuilt the caſtle of 


Pembrock, 
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Pembrock, in a place called Congarth Fechan; whi- 


ther he removed his family and all his goods. But à. P. 1188. 


here a very unfartunate accident happened to him; 
for Cadwgan ap Blethyn having prepared a ſumptuous 
feaſt in the Chriſtmas, invited all the lords to his coun- 
try-houſe in Dyted, and among the reſt his ſon Owen, 


who lived in Powis. This young gentleman being ar 


his father's houſe, and hearing Neſt the wife of Ge- 


rald univerſally praiſed for her incomparable beauty, 


was ſo ſmitten with the rumour that went abroad of 
her, that by all means he mult ſee the lady, who was 
by all ſo much admired. And foraſmuch as Gwladys, 
wife to Rhys ap Theodore, and mother to Neſt, was 


the daughter of Rywalhon ap Confyn, couſin- german 


to Cadwgan his father; under pretence of friendſhip 
and relation, he made bold to pay her a viſit. But 
finding the truth far to ſurpaſs the fame that went of 


her, he returned home ſo inflamed with her charms, 


that not being able to keep the maſtery over himſelf, 


he went back again the ſame night, and being attended 
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by a company of wild, head-ſtrong youths, they pri- 


vily entered into the caſtle, and encompaſſing the cham- 


ber about, where Gerald and his wife lay, they ſet the 


| houſe on fire. Gerald hearing a noiſe, would fain go 


out to know the meaning, of ſuch unſeaſonable di- 
ſturbance; but his wife fearing ſome treachery, per- 


ſuaded him to make as private an eſcape as he could: 


and then pulling up a board in the privy, let him go 


that way. Then returning to her chamber, ſhe would 
tain aſſure thoſe notorious youths, that there was no 
body beſides herſelf and children there; but this be- 


ing not ſatisfactory, they forcibly broke in, and having 


ſearched every the moſt private corner, and not find- 
Ing Gerald, they took his wife and two ſons, with a 


lon and a daughter born by a concubine, and carried 
them away to Powis ; having firſt ſet fire to the caſtle, 


and deſtroyed the country as they went along, Cad- 
wgan, Owen's father, hearing of what outrageous 
crime his ſon had committed, was exceedingly con+ 


cerned and ſorry, chiefly becauſe hereby he was like 


to incur King Henry's great diſpleaſure z and therefore 


he 
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as reaſonable and orthodoxical ; others condemning 


it, as an innovation, and contrary to the plain letter 


of ſcripture. But during theſe diſputes between 
the clergy, king Henry being now in the fifth year 


of his reign, ſailed over with a great army into 


Normandy, where his brother Robert, together with 


Robert-'de Beleſmo, Arnulph, and William earl of 


Meortaign, gave him battle; but the king having ob 


tained the victory, took the duke his brother, with 
William of Mortaign, priſoners; and carrying them 


Into England, he cauſed firſt his brother Robert's 
eyes to be plucked out, and then condemned them 


both to perpetual impriſonment in the caſtle of Cardyff. 


A. P. reg. About the ſame time Meyric and Gruffydh; the ſens 


of Trahaern ap Caradoc were both ſlain by the means 


of Owen ap Cadogan ap Blethyn; whoſe uncle Mere- 


dith ap Blethyn, who had been priſoner for a long time 
in England, now broke open the priſon, wherein he 
was very narrowly confined; and returning to his ow 


5 country, had his eſtate reſtored, which afterwards he 


1105. 


quietly enjoyet. 


The next year a very diſmal and calamitous ac- 


cident happening in the Low-countries, proved very 


incommodious and prejudicial to the Welch; for a 
great part of Flanders being drowned by the over- 


flowing of the ſea, the inhabitants were compelled 


to. ſeek for ſome other country to dwell in; their 


own being now covered with water. And therefore 


a great many being come over to England, they re- | 
queſted of King Henry to aſſign them ſome part of 


his kingdom which -was empty and void of inha- 
bitants, where they might ſettle and plant themſelves, | 
The king taking advantage of this charitable oppor- 


tunity, and being in a manner aſſured, that theſe 


Flemings would be a conſiderable thorn in the fide | 


of the Welch, beſtowed upon them very liberally 
| what was not juſtly in his power to give; and ap- 
pointed them the country. of Ros, in Dyfed or Weſt- 


Wales, where they continue to this day. But Gerald 


the king's lieutenant in thoſe parts, was reſolved to 


be afore-hand with them, and rebuilt the caſtle of 
i . 


© . 2 


Tas HISTORY or WALES. 


Pembrock, in a place called Congarth Fechan; whi- 


ther he removed his family and all his goods. But. D. 1126. 


here a very unfartunate accident happened to him 
for Cadwgan ap Blethyn having prepared a ſumptuous 
feaſt in the Chriſtmas, invited all the lords to his coun- 
try-houſe in Dyfed, and among the reſt his ſon Owen, 
who lived in Powis. This young gentleman being at 
his father's houſe, and hearing Neſt the wife of Ge- 
rald univerſally praiſed for her incomparable beauty, 
was ſo ſmitten with the rumour that went abroad of 
her, that by all means he muſt ſee the lady, who was 
by all ſo much admired. And foraſmuch as Gwladys, 
wife to Rhys ap Theodore, and mother to Neſt, was 
the daughter of Rywalhon ap Confyn, couſin-german 
to Cadwgan his father; under pretence of triendſhip 
and relation, he made bold to pay her a viſit. But 
finding the truth far to ſurpaſs the fame that went of 
her, he returned home ſo inflamed with her charms, 
that not being able to keep the maſtery over himſelf, 
he went back again the ſame night, and being attended 
by a company of wild, head-ſtrong youths, they pri- 
vily entered into the caſtle, and encompaſſing the cham- 
ber about, where Gerald and his wite lay, they ſet the 
| houſe on fire. Gerald hearing a noiſe, would fain go 
out to know the meaning of fuck unſeaſonable di- 
ſturbance; but his wife 5 ſome treachery, per- 
ſuaded him to make as private an eſcape as he could: 
and then pulling up a board in the privy, let him go 
that way, Then returning to her chamber, ſhe would 
fain aſſure thoſe notorious youths, that there was no 
| body beſides herſelf and children there; but this be- 
ing not ſatisfactory, they forcibly broke in, and having 
ſearched every the moſt private corner, and not find» 
ing Gerald, they took his wife and two ſons, with a 
lon and a daughter born by a concubine, and carried 
them away to Powis ; having firſt ſet fire to the caſtle, 
and deſtroyed the country as they went along, Cad- 
 Vgan, Owen's father, hearing of what outrageous 
crime his ſon had committed, was exceedingly con- 
cerned and forry, chiefly becauſe hereby he was like 
to incur King Henry's great diſpleaſure ; and therefore 
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he went with all ſpeed to Powis, and deſired his fot 
with all intreaties, to fend home to Gerald his wife and 
children, with whatever elſe he had taken away from 
him. But Owen was ſo amourovuſly inexorable with 
reſpect to the woman, that he would by no means part 
with her; however, upon her requeſt, he was will- 
ing to reſtore Gerald his children back again, which 


forthwith he performed. But when Richard biſhop 


of London, whom King Henry had conſtituted War- 
den of the Marches, being now at Shrewſbury, heard 


of this, he ſent for Ithel and Madoc the ſons of Ryryd 


ap Blethyn, perſons of great power and intereſt in 


Wales, promiſing them very conſiderable rewards, be- 


ſides the government of the whole country, in caſe they | 


could bring Owen and his father Cadwgan, either 


dead or alive, to him, that he might revenge that 


heinous affront which they had done to the king of 


England. With them he joined Lhywarch the fon of 


Trahaern ap Caradoc, whoſe two brethren Owen had 
lain, and Uchtryd the ſon of Edwyn; which four un- 
_ dertook to anſwer effectually the biſhop's propoſal to 


them. But when they had united their forces, and be- 


gan in an hoſtile manner to deſtroy the country as they | 
paſſed along; Uchtryd ſent private notice before him, 
requiring all who were any way deſirous of their own 


ſafety, to come to him; becauſe no quarters was to be 


given to any that was found in the country. The peo- 


ple being thus fo opportunely forewarned, began to 


bethink with themſelves how they might beſt avoid ſo 


eminent a danger; and thereupon. ſome fled to Arultly, 
others to Melienyth, ſome to Stradtywy, and ſome to 


| Dyfed ; but in this latter place they met with very 


cold welcome; for Gerald, who was then very buly 
in exerciſing revenge upon that country, falling in 


among them, cut off a conſiderable number of them. 


The like fate befel them who eſcaped to Aruſtly and 


| Mclienyth; for Walter biſhop of Hereford having 


raiſed an army in defence of the town of Caermyrdhyn, 


before he could come thither, accidentally met with 


theſe ſtragling fugitives, and knowing to what country 


| they belonged to, without any further ceremony, he 


fell 
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fell upon them, and pur moſt of them ka Cond: 


But they who fled to Stradtywy, were gently received 
by Meredith ap Rytherch, and ſuch as reſorted to 
Uchtryd, were kindly entertained by him; and fo he 
marched with the reſt of his confederates to Rydcors 
caſte; it being the general opinion, that it was beſt 
to enter the country by night, and to take Cadwgan 
and Owen his fon by ſurpriſe. But Uchtryd reflecting 
upon the difficulty of the country, and how eaſily they 

might be entrapped by an ambuſcade, diſſuaded them 
from any ſuch nocturnal undertakings; and told them, 


that it was far more adviſeable to enter the country in 
good order, when the light gave the ſoldiers opportu- 
nity to keep and obſerve their ranks. But whilſt they 


were thus conſidering of the moſt effectual way to car- 
ry on their purpoſe, Owen got a ſhip at Aberdyfi, 
bound for Ireland; and eſcaping thither, avoided the 
narrow ſearch that was the following day made for 
them. But when neither father nor ſon could be found, 


all the fault was laid upon Uchtryd, who had difſuaded 
them from falling upon the caſtle unexpectedly; and 
therefore all they could do, ſince their eſcape, was to 
burn and deſtroy the country; which they did effec- 
tually, excepting the two ſanctuaries of Lhanpadarn 


and Lhandewi Brefi; out of which however they took 
ſeveral perſons who had eſcaped thither, and carried 


them away priſoners to their ſeveral countries. But 


Owen, with them who were acceſſary to the burning 


of Rydcors caſtle, being fled into Ireland, deſired the 
umbrage and protection of King Murcart ; who re- 


ceived him very gladly, upon the account of their for- 
mer acquaintance; for Owen, during dhe war betwixt 
the Earls of Arundel and Cheſter, and the Welch, had 


preſents from Wales, Cadwgan all this while lay pri- 


fled to King Murcart, and brought him very rich 


vately in Powis; but thinking it impoſſible to conti- 


nue there long undiſcovered, he adjudged it his wiſer 


way to fend to King Henry, and to declare his inno- 
cency and abhorrence of that fact which his ſon had 
committed. The King was eaſily perſuaded that the 


eld man was guiltleſs, and wholly ignorant of his 
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ſon's crime; and therefore he gave him permiſſion to 
remain in the country, and to enjoy the town and 
lands he received by his wife, who was the daughter 
of a Norman lord, called Pygot de Say. But his 
lands in Powis were otherwiſe diſtributed ; for his ne. 
phews Madoc and Ithel, finding what circumſtances 
their uncle Cadwgan lay under, upon the account of 
his ſok Owen; they divided betwixt themſelves ſuch 
lands as he and his fon poſſeſſed in Powis, though af. 
terwards they could never agree about the equal di- 
tribution of it. To counterbalance this, Cadwgan 
made ſuch friends to the King of England, that up- 
on paying the fine of 1001. he had a grant of all his 
lands in Cardigan, and a power to recall all the inha- 
bitants, who had rubbed off upon the publication of 
the King's late order, That no Welchman or Norman 
ſhould dwell in Cardigan. Upon information of this 
grant to Cadwgan, ſeveral of them that retired to Ire- 
- land returned again privately to Wales, and lurkingly 
| remained with their friends; but Owen durſt not ap- 
pear in Cardigan, by reaſon that his father had received 
that country from King Henry, upon condition that 
he would never entertain nor receive his ſon, nor by 
any means ſuccour him either with men or money. 
Nevertheleſs, Owen came to Powis, and would fain 
3 be reconciled to the king, and make an atonement for 
his late miſdemeanor; but he could find no body that 
8 would venture to ſpeak 1a his behalf, nor make the 
| king acquainted with his deſire and willingneſs to ſub- 
mit. And thus being hopeleſs and full of deſpair, he 
could not poſſibly divine which way to turn himſelf; till 
1 at laſt, a very unexpected opportunity offered him 
i means and occaſion to oppoſe the Engliſh. The matter 
3 was this, there happened a difference betwixt Madoc 
1 555 ap Ryryd and the biſhop of London, lieutenant of the } 
; marches of Wales, about certain Engliſh felons, who | 
1 being under the protection of Madoc, he would not 
ö reſtore at the biſhop's requeſt. The biſhop being 
| much offended at Madawc's denial, threatened him 
very ſevercly ; and therefore to make all poſſible 
I 5 pireparations 
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preparations againſt an enſuing ſtorm, Madawc ſent 
ro Owen, who heretofore was his greateſt enemy, de- 
firing his help againſt the biſhop ; and by this means 
being reconciled, they took their mutual oaths not to 
betray each other, and that neither ſhould make a ſe- 
parate agreement with the Engliſh without the know- 
ledge and approbation of the other. And fo uniting 
their power, they ſpoiled and ravaged all the country 
about them, deſtroying whatever they could meet with 
which belonged to thoſe they had no kindneſs or af- 
fection for, without the leaſt diſtinction of Engliſh or 
Welch, 355 „ 
lorwerth ap Blethyn had been very unjuſtly detained A. p. 105. 
in priſon all this time; and now King Henry calling 
to mind what hardſhip he laboured under, and that 
he committed him to cuſtody upon no pretence of 
reaſon, ſent to know of him, what he was willing to 
pay for his liberty, Iorwerth being now almoſt ready 
to fink under a fatigue of ſo long impriſonment, was 
glad to give any thing he was able, to obtain that 
which he had ſo long in vain hoped for; and therefore 
he promiſed either 300 l. in ſpecie, or to the value of 
it in cattle and horſes; for the payment of which, Ior- 
werth and Ithel the ſons of his brother Ryryd were 
delivered for pledges. Then the king releaſed him 
out of priſon, and reſtored him all his lands which 
| were taken from him; and of the due for his liberty, 
the king beſtowed 101. upon Henry, Cadwgan's ſon 
by the daughter of Pygot de Say the Norman. Owen 
and Madawc all this while committed all the waſte 
and deſtruction poſſible, and cruelly annoyed both the 
Engliſh and Normans; and always withdrew and re- 
ured to Iorwerth's eſtate, which ſo troubled him, by 
reaſon of the king's ſtrict orders, not to permit Owen 
to come to his or Cadwgan's territories, that at length 
he ſent to them this poſitive and peremptory rebuke; 
Since it hath pleaſed God to on us in the midſt 
_ * of our enemies, and to deliver us into their hands; 
and hath ſo far weakened us, as that we are not able 
* to do any thing by our own ſtrength; and your fa- 
ther Cadwgan and myſelf, are; particularly com- 
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no regard to what inconveniency might befal his father 


a a certain bithop called William de Brabant, was upon 
his journey through that country to the court of Eng- 


back, and to take the heels; Owen to Cardigan to his 
- misfortune could not ſuppreſs the reſtleſs ſpirit of 


tered troops; he made divers inroads into Dyfed, and | 
carrying away ſeveral perſons to the ſhips, that gee 


then liſting them under his own command, made ſuch 
addition to his army, that he ventured to ſet upon a 
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„ manded, under penalty of forfeiting our lands and 


< eſtates, not to afford you any ſuccour or refuge durin 


< theſe your rebellious practices; therefore as a 1 0 
„ intreat you, command you as a lord, and deſire 
* you as a kinſman, that yau. come no more to mine 
* or your father Cadwgan's territories.” : 

Owen and Madawc receiving ſuch a preſumptuous 


meſſage, were the more enraged, and in the way of a 
malignant retribution, did more frequently than hereto- 
fore, ſhelter themſclves in Iorwerth's country; in ſo much, 


that at laſt, ſince that they would neither by threats 
nor intreaties deſiſt from their wonted courſes, he was 


forced to gather his power, and drive them out by force 


of arms. Being chaſed out hence, they made in- roads 


into Uchtryd's country in Merionethſhire ; but Uch- 


tryd's ſons, being then in Cyveilioc, hearing of it, they 
ſent to the people of the country, with poſitive orders 


to oppoſe and reſiſt any offer they would make to en- 
ter the country. The people, though wanting a {kil- 


ful commander, were reſolved to do as much as lay in 


their power; and ſo meeting with them by the way, 
they ſet upon them ſo turiouſly, that Owen and Ma- 


dawc, though after a braye defence, were forced to bear 
father Cadwgan, and Madawc to Powis. Yet all this 


Owen ; for as ſoon as he could rally together his ſcat- 


came in from Ireland ; he firſt ranſomed them, an 


town in Dyfed belonging to the Flemings, and having 
raſed it to the ground, he returned to Cardigan; having 
from the king of England, upon this account: which 
a little afterwards unhappily fell out. For it happened 
that ſame of Owen's men having had intelligence, that 


land, laid wait for his coming; who without any ap- 
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prehenſion of treachery, paſſing through the country 
was unexpectedly ſlain, he and all his retinue. Ior- 
werth and Cadwgan were then at court, to ſpeak with 
King Henry, concerning certain buſineſs of their own 
but whilſt they diſcourſed the king, in comes a Fle- 
ming, that was a brother to the deceaſed biſhop, and 
with a very loud exclamation, complained how that 
Owen, Cadwgan's ſon had lain his brother and the 


reſt of his company; and that he was ſuccoured and 


_ entertained in Cardigan's country. King Henry hear- 
ing this, was wrathfully diſpleaſed at ſuch cruel bar- 
barity, that a perſon of that quality and profeſſion 


thould be fo treacherouſly murdered ; and therefore 
he asked Cadwgan what he could ſay to the matter; 


who anſwered, that what had ſo unhappily fell out, 


was done without the leaſt of his knowledge or ap- 


probation, and therefore deſired his Majeſty to impute 
all the blame and guilt of that unfortunate action to 
his fon Owen. But King Henry was ſo far from being 
ſatisfied with this reply, that he told Cadwgan in a 
violent paſſion, That ſince he could not keep his fon 
fo, but that he was aided and continually entertained 
in his country, he would beſtow it upon another per- 
ſon, who was better able and more willing to keep him 
out; and would allow him a maintenance upon his 
own proper charges, upon theſe conditions, that he 


ſhould not enter into Wales any more, without his 
farther orders; and ſo granting him twenty days for 


; - O W252 = - 
the ordering his affairs, he gave him liberty to retire 


to any part of his dominions, excepting Wales. When 


Owen and Madawc were informed how Cadwgan 


was treated by the king of England, and that Cardi- 


85 which was their chiefeſt place of refuge, was to 


e given to another perſon, they thought that their 
condition by this time was deſperate, and that they 
had not better ſtay any longer in Britain ; and there- 
fore with all ſpeed they took ſhipping for Ireland, 
where they were ſure to be honourably entertained by 
King Murkart, Then King Henry ſent for Gilbert 
Strongbow, Earl of Strygill, a perſon. of noted worth 
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and not willing to endure the manners and cuſtoms of 


his brother Cadwgan, by winking at his being there; 


and valour, and one who had often ſued to the king for 
to grant him ſome lands in Wales, and beſtowed upon 


poſal, and 3 drawn together all the forces he 
was able to raiſe, 

to Cardigan, without the leaſt trouble or oppoſition, 
_ firſt thing he did, was the beſt he could to ſecure 
to which, he erected two caſtles, one upon the fron- 
 Yſtwyth, a' mile diſtant from Lhanbadarn ; the other 
towards Dyfed, upon the river Teifi, at a place called 


garran caſtle, | 


languinity, he preſently iſſued out a proclamation, for- 
bidding any of his ſubjects under a great penalty ta 
receive him, but that they ſhould account him an 


could to ſecure him, and to bring him priſoner be- 


there; having drawn to him all the out-laws and vil- 


who for a Jong tune had been a mortal enemy of 
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him all the lands and inheritance of Cadwgan ap Ble. 
thyn, in caſe he could conquer and bring the country 
under. Gilbert very thankfully accepred of the pro. 


e paſſed to Wales, and being come 
he reduced the whole country to his ſubjection. The 
himſelf in this new-purchaſed inheritance, in order 


tiers of North Wales, upon the mouth of the river 


Dyngerant ; where, as ſome think, Roger Montgo- 
mery had ſome time before laid the foundation of Cil. 

Owen and Madawc were all this while in Ireland; 
but this latter being at length tired with the country, 


the Iriſh, came over for Wales, and paſſed to the coun- 
try of his uncle Iorwerth, Iorwerth being acquainted 
with his arrival was feaful to ſuffer the ſame fate with 


and therefore without ay regard to relation or con- 


open enemy to their country, and endeavour all they 


fore him. When Madawc underſtood this, how that 
his perſon was in continual danger whilſt he remained 


Jains in the country, he kept in the rocks and moun- 
rains deviſing all the ways and means he could to 
be revenged upon Iorwerth; and ſo made a private 
league and agreement with Lhywarch ap Trahaern, 


Jorwerth's. Theſe two aſſcciates, having ene 


Tur HISTORY or WALES. 
that Iorwerth lay one night at Caereineon, gathered all 
their ſtrengrh, and came and encompaſſed the houſe at 
midnight; which when Iorwerth's ſervants perceived, 
they aroſe and defended the houſe with all the might 
they could ; but the affailants at laſt putting the 
houſe on fire, they were glad, as many as could, to 
eſcape through the flames; the greateſt part being 
forced to yield, either to the enemies ſword, or the 
more conquering fire, Torwerth ſeeing no remedy, 
but that he muſt undergo the ſame fate as his men 
had done, choſe rather to die in the preſence of his 
enemies, with his ſword in his hand, than to com- 
mit his life to the cowardly flames; and therefore 
ruſhing out with great violence, he was received up- 
on the points of the enemies ſpears, and fo being toſ- 
ſed into the fire, he miſerably periſhed by a double 
death. As ſoon as King Henry heard of his death, he 
| ſent for Cadwgan to him, and gave him all his bro- 
ther's eſtate, being Powys-land; and promiſing his 
ſon Owen his pardon, upon condition he would de- 
mean himſelf quietly and loyally hereafter, willed 
him to ſend for him back from Ireland. King Henry 
alſo about this time, married his natural ſon Robert 
to Mabil daughter and ſole heir to Robert Fitz-hamon, 
lord of Glamorgan, in whole right this Robert became 
lord of Glamorgan, being before the king created earl 
of Gloceſter ; by whom the caſtle of Cardaf was built. 
But Madawec finding the matter nothing mended, 
and that his other uncle Cadwgan, who lay under the 
lame obligation to the king of England, ruled the 
country, hid himſelf in the moſt private and inac- 
ceſſible places, watching only an opportunity to com- 
mit the like fact upon Cadwgan, and to murder him 
by one treacherous way or another. And this he 
effected in a little time; for Cadwgan having reduced 
the country to ſome ſort of ſettlement and quietneſs, 
and reſtored the courts of judicature, where he fate 
in perſon to adminiſter juſtice ; came with the reſt of 
the elders of the country to Trallwng, now Pool; and 
having begun to build a caſtle, he thought to make 
that the conſtant ſeat of his habitation. maar 
| | under- 
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underſtanding his deſign, laid in ambuſh for him in 


his way ro Trallwng ; and 48 Cadwgan unconcernedly 


he ſent preſently a meſſage to Shrewſbury, to the biſhop 


| biſhop bearing an inveterate enmity to Cadwgan, and 
his fon Owen, granted Madawc ſuch lands, as his 
brother Ithel was poſſeſſed of, But Meredith ap Ble- 
thyn, being informed of the death of both his brothers, 


Cadwgan ; which the king granted him, till ſuch time 


King Henry, he was honourably received, and had 


ment of which, he gave very reſponſible pledges. 


and that he had no ſeeming power to bear head againſt 


his former eſtate, promiſing withal, never to moleſt 
England. King Henry willing to bring all matters to 


\ conferred upon him all he could reaſonably aſk for; 

only with this proviſo, that upon his peril, he ſhould | 
provide for the relations of them whom he had ſo baſely 

Mürl = | | 
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who had been one of the chief inſtruments of theſe 


paſſed by, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of treachery, 
he ſuddenly ſet upon him, and flew him, without al. 
lowing him, any time either to fight or eſcape. Then 


of London, the king's lieutenant in the marches, to 
put him in mind of his former promiſes to him, when 
he chaſed Owen out of the country ; becauſe that the 


went in all haſte to the king, deſiring of him the lands 
of Iorwerth in Powys, which he had lately granted to 


as Owen ſhould return trom Ireland. Owen did not 
ſtay long before he came over; and then going to 


all his father's eſtate reſtored to him; whereupon, in 
gratitude of this ſignal favour, he voluntarily promiſed 
to pay the king a conſiderable fine, for the dye pay- 


Madawe finding himſelf alone to be left in the lurch, 
the king, thought it alſo his wiſeſt way to make what 
reconciliation he could; and therefore he offered the 
King a very great fine, if he ſhould peaceably enjoy 


or diſturb any one that was ſubje& to the crown of 


a ſettled condition, readily granted his requeſt, and 


And thus all matters being brought to a peaceable 
concluſion in Wales; the next year, Robert de Beleſmo, 


Welch diſturbances, in that great rebellion, which 
himſelf, wich Roger de Montgomery, earl of Salop, 1 
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his brother Arnulph earl of Pembroke -had raiſed 
againſt the king; was taken priſoner by King Henry 
in Normandy, and committed to perpetual impriſon- 
ment in Warham-caſtle. The year following, Mere-4.P. 1110. 
dith ap Blethyn detatched a conſiderable party of his 
men, to make incurſions into the country of Lhywarch 
ap Trahaern ap Gwyn, wha was an inveterate enemy 
of himſelf and Owen; by reaſon that by his aid and 
inſtigation, Madawc was encouraged to kill his un- 
cles lorwerth and Cadwgan. Theſe men as they paſſed 
through Madawc's country, met a perſon in the night- 
time who belonged to Madawc; who being aſked 
where his maſter was, after ſome pretence of igno- 
rance, at laſt through fear confeſſed, that he was not 
far from that place. Therefore lying quietly there all 
night, by break of day they aroſe to look out their 
game; and unexpectedly ſurprizing Madawc, they 
flew a great number of his men, and took himſelf 
priſoner z and ſo carrying him to their Lord, they 
deliyered him up, as the greateſt honour of their ex- 
pedition, Meredith was not a little proud of his pri- 
Joner, and therefore to ingratiate himſelf the more 
with his nephew Owen, he committed him to ſafe 
cuſtody, till he was ſent for; who coming thither 
{treight, Meredith delivered Madawc up to him. Owen, 
though he had the greateſt reaſon for the moſt cruel 
revenge, by reaſon that both his father and uncle 
were baſely murdered by this Madawc, would not put 
him to death, remembering the intimate friendſhip and 
oaths that had paſſed betwixt them; but however, 
to ſecure him from any future miſchief he might prac- 
tiſe, he pulled out his eyes, and then ſet him at li- 
berty. Bur leaſt he ſhould be capable of any re- 
yenge, by reaſon of his eſtate and ſtrength in the 
country, Meredith and Owen thought fit to divide his 
lands betwixt them; which were Caernarvon, Aber- 
hiw, with the third part of Deuthwfyr.  _ 
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Theſe home-bred diſturbances being pretty well 
abated, a greater ſtorm aroſe from abroad; for the 
next year, King Henry prepared a mighty army to en- 
rer into Wales, being proyoked thereto by the by 


' the king had beſtowed Cardigan, made great com- 
robbed in his country; and Hugh earl of Cheſter made 


Edwyn Lord of Tegengl, unreproved, waſted, and 
burnt the country of Cheſhire; and to aggravate the 


againſt South- Wales, which comprehended the whole 
the next battle was deſigned againſt North-Wales, in 


and was commanded by Alexander king of the Scots, 


ſtrength of the middle part of England. Meredith ap 


and whom he was aſſured were far more deſirous to 


Upon theſe complaints, King Henry was ſo cruelly 


but having extirpated utterly the preſent race of 


And then dividing his army into three parts, he de- 


ing informed that this vaſt army was deſigned againſt 


thought it his ſafeſt way to provide for himſelf before- 


way to puniſh them for former crimes and miſcarriages, 
fled to Gruffydh ap Conan to North-Wales. Upon 
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of thoſe who enjoyed a great part of the Welchmeng 
lands, but would not be ſatisfied till they got all. 
For Gilbert Strongbow earl of Strygill, upon whom 


plaints of Owen ap Cadwgan, declaring how that he 
received and entertained ſuch perſons as ſpoiled and 


the like of Gruffydh ap Conan Prince of North Wales, 
how that his ſubjects and the men of Grono ap Owen ap 
matter the more, he added farther, that Gruffydh nei. 


ther owed any fervice, nor paid any tribute to the king. 


enraged, that he ſwore he would not leave one living 
creature remaining in North-Wales and Powys-land; 


people, he would plant a colony of new inhabitants, 
livered one to the conduct of the Earl of Strygill, to go 
power of the fourth part of England and Cornwall: 
which was all the ſtrength of Scotland and the North, 


and Hugh Earl of Chefter : the third the king led him 
ſelf againſt Powys, wherein was contained the whole 


Blethyn hearing of theſe mighty preparations, and be- 


Wales, was quickly apprehenſive that the Welch were 

not able to make any great defence; and therefore 
hand; and ſo coming to the king, yielded himſelf up 
to his mercy. But Owen fearing to commit himſelf to 
thoſe whom he knew ſo greedily to covet his eſtate, 


diſpoſſeſs the Welch of their lands, than any other 


that, king Henry converted his whole force that 
fs | © 5 N 
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way, and came himſelf as far as Murcaſtelh, and the 


Scotch king to Pennant Bachwy ; but the people flying 
to the mountains, carried with them all the cattle 
and proviſion they had; ſo that the Engliſh could 
not follow them, and as many as attempted to come at 
them, were either ſlain or wounded in the ſtreights. 


But Alexander king of the Scots finding that nothing 
could poſſibly be effected againſt the Welch, as long 


as they kept the rocks and mountains, ſent to Prince 
Gruffydh adviſing him to ſubmit himſelf to the king, 
promiſing him all his intereſt to obtain an honourable 


peace. But the prince was too well acquainted with 
Engliſh promiſes, and therefore refuſed his propoſals z 


and ſo King Henry being very unwilling to return with- 


out doing ſomething in this expedition, ſent to Owen 


* * 


to forſake the prince, who was not able to defend 


| himſelf, but was ready to ſtrike a peace with the Scot- 


tiſh king and the earl of Cheſter. But this cunning in- 


ſinuation would not take effect; for Owen was for his 


life as diſtruſtful of King Henry as Prince Gruffydh 


and therefore he would hearken to no intreaties for 


revolting from him, who had all this while afforded 
him refuge, till at length his uncle Meredith, an old 
inſinuating politician, perſuaded him, with much ado, 


not to forſake the king of England's propoſals, who 
offered him all his lands without tribute, in caſe he 
would come to his ſide; and therefore Meredith ad- 
viſed him inſtantly to accept of his offer, before Prince 


Gruffydh made a peace with the king, which if it 


was once done, he would be glad upon any ſcore to 


purchaſe the king's mercy. Owen being prevailed up- 
on by ſuch arguments, came to the king, who re- 
ceived him very graciouſly, and told him, that becauſe 


he believed his promiſe, he would not only perform 


that, but likewiſe exalt him above any of his kindred, 


and grant him his lands free from any payment of 


tribute, Prince Gruffydh perceiving how that Owen 
had ſubmitted to the king, thought it alſo his wiſeſt 
way to ſue for peace; and ſo promiſing the king a 
great ſum of money, a peace was then actually 


agreed upon, and confirmed; which the King of 


England 
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England was the more ready to conſent” to, becauſe he 
found it impoſſible to do him any hurt, whilſt he con. 
tinued encamped in that place. Some affirm, that the 
ſubmiſſion as well of Prince Gruffydh as Owen, was 
procured by the policy of Meredith ap Blethyn and the 
earl of Cheſter; this laſt working with Gruffydh, and 
aſſuring him that Owen had made his peace with the 
king before any ſuch thing was in agitation, fo that 
the prince yielding ſomewhat to the ear}'s requeſt, 
if Owen had gont contrary to his oath, which they 
had mutually taken, not to make any peace with the 
Engliſh, without one anothers knowledge, ſeemed 
to incline to a peace. On the other hand, Meredith 
going in-perſon to his nephew Owen, affirtned for 
truth, that the prince and the earl of Cheſter were 
actually agreed, and the prince was on his journey 
to the king to make his ſubmiſſion. And in the mean 
while Meredith took eſpecial care that all meſſengers 
betwixt the prince and Owen ſhould be intertepted, and 
by that means Owen wilfully ſubmitted himſelf to the 


king. 95 1 

King Henry having thus finiſhed and brought to an 
end all his buſineſs in Wales, calling Owen to him, 
told him, that in caſe he would go over with him to 
Normandy, and there be faithful to him, he would 
upon his return confirm all his promiſes upon him; 
and ſo Owen accepting of the king's offer, went with 
him to Normandy, where he behaved himſelf fo gal- 
lantly, that he was made a knight; and after his re- 

turn the year following, he had all his lands and 
A. D. i132. eſtate confirmed unto him. About the ſame time 
GBriffri biſhop of Sr. David's died, and king Henry ap- 
| painted to ſucceed him one Barnard a Norman, much 
againſt the good-will and inclination of the Welch, 
who before this time were ever uſed to elect their 

own biſhop. And this year the rumour of Gruffydh 
ſon to Rhys ap Theodore was ſpread throughout South- 
Wales, who, as the report went, for fear of the king 
1 had been from a child brought up in Ireland, and 
1 having come over about two years afore, paſt bis 
time privately among his relations, . 
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with Gerald Steward of Pembroke his brother- in law. 
And now the noiſe of a new prince being ſpread a- 
broad, it came at laſt to the ears of the king of Eng- 
land, that a certain perſon appeared in Wales, who 
pretended to be the ſon of Rhys ap Theodore, late 
prince of South Wales, and laid claim to that princi- 
pality, which was now in the king's hands. King 
Henry being ſomewhat coficerned with ſuch a report, 

and fearing leſt that this new ftarter ſhould create 
him ſome greater trouble, he thought to nip him in 
the bud, and ſent down orders to apprehend him. 
But Gruffydh ap Rhys being aware of the traps laid 
againſt him, ſent to Gruffydh ap Conan prince of 
North Wales, deſiring his aſſiſtance, and that he might 
have liberty to remain ſafe in his country, which 
Gruffydh for his father's account, readily granted, 
and treated him honourably. A little after, his bro- 
ther Howel who was 1mprifoned by Ardulph Earl of 
Pembroke in the caſtle of Montgomery, where he had 
remained for a great while, made his eſcape and fled 
to his brother, then with Gruffydh ap Conan in North 
Males. But King Henry being informed that Gruf- 
fydh ap Rhys and his brother Howel were entertained 
by the Prince of North Wales, fent very ſmooth 
letters to Gruffydh ap Conan, deſiring to ſpeak with 
him, who being come, he received him with all he 
tokens of honour and friendſhip, and beſtowed upon 
him very rich preſents, juſt after the Norman policy, 
who uſually make very much of thoſe whom they de- 
ſign afterwards to be ſerviceable to them. After ſome 
time's general diſcourſe, King Henry came at length 
to the main point, and promiſcd the prince even 
mountains of gold, in caſe he would fend Gruffydh 
ap Rhys or his head to him, which the Prince, over- 
come by ſuch fair words and large promiſes, promiſed 
to perform, and ſo returned joyfully home, big with 
the expectation of his future reward. But ſome who 
wiſhed better to Gruffydh ap Rhys and his brother 
Ho el, preſently ſuſpected the occaſion of the king's 
meſſage, and therefore they adviſed them to withdraw 
themſelves privately for ſome time, till Prince Gruf- 
fydh's 
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fydh's mind be better underſtood, and whether he 
had made any agreement with the king of England 


to betray them to him, As ſoon as the Prince was 


returned to his palace at Aberffraw, he preſently eq. 
quired for Gruffydh ap Rhys, and learning in a little 
time where he was, he ſent a troop of horſe to recall 
him to his court, but Gruffydh hearing of their ap. 
proach, . with all ſpeed made his eſcape to the church 
of Aberdaron, and took ſanctuary there. But Prince 
Gruffydh was ſo reſolute to make his promiſe good 


to the king of England, that without any reſpect to 


the religious place he had eſcaped too, he com- 
manded the ſame meſſengers to return, and to bring 
him away by force, which the clergy of the country 
unanimouſly withſtood, proteſting that they would 
not ſce the liberties of the church in the leaſt in- 


fringed. And whilſt the clergy and the prince's of. 


ficers were thus at debate, that ſame night, ſome who 
had compaſſion upon the young prince, and ſeeing 
how greedily his life was thirſted for, cenveyed him 
away out of North Wales to Straywy in South Wales. 
And fo being delivered from the treacherous and more 


diſhonourable practices of the Prince of North Wales, 
he was forced for the defence of his own life to bid 
open defiance to the king of England, and thereupon }! 
having raiſed all the forces which the ſhortneſs of the 
opportunity would permit, he made war upon the Fle- 


mings and Normans. 


A. D. 1113. The next year, he laid ſiege to the caſtle which 


ſtood over-againſt Arberth, and winning the ſame, 


made it plain with the ground, and from thence 
| marched to Lhanymdhfry caſtle, belonging to Ri- 
chard de Pwns, upon whom the King had beſtowed 
Cantref Bychan, but the garriſon commanded by 


Meredith ap Rytherch ap Caradoc, ſo manfully de- 
fended it, that Gruffydh after killing only ſome few 
of the beſieged, and burning the out-works, Was 


forced to remove with no ſmall loſs of his own men. 
Finding this place impregnable, he came before A- 


bertawy-caſtle, which was built by Henry Bean : 
KF a SLICE FT 
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Earl of Warwick, but this proving too ſtrong to be 
quickly ſurrendered, after he had burnt ſome of the 


outward buildings, he returned to Stratywy, burning 


and deſtroying all the country as he went along. And 
now his fame being ſpread abroad through all the 
country, all the wild and head-ſtrong youth, and they 


whoſe fortunes were deſperate, reſorted unto him from 


all parts, by which means being waxed ſtrong and 


numerous, he made. in-roads into Ros and Dyfed, 


ſpoiling and deſtroying the country before him. The 
| Normans and Flemings were cruelly enraged with 
theſe continual depredations, and how to remedy this 
miſchief, was not eaſily determined; but after a long 


conſultation, they thought it the beſt way to call to- 


gether ſuch Welch lords as were friends to the king 
of England, ſuch were Owen ap Rhytherch, and 


Rhytherch ap Theodore, with his ſons Meredith and 


Owen, whoſe mother was Heynyth the daughter of 


Blethyn ap Confyn, and Owen ap Caradoc the ſon of 


Gwenlhian another daughter of Blethyn, and Meredith 


ap Rhytherch. Theſe proteſting their loyalty and 


fidelity to King Henry were deſired to defend the 


king's caſtle of Carmardhyn, and that by turns; Owen 


ap Caradoc the firſt fortnight, and then by ſucceſſion 


by Rhytherch ap Theodore and Meredith ap Rhy- 
therch. Owen undertook the defence of Carmard- 


hyn caſtle for the time required of him, and Blethyn 
ap Gadifor had committed to him the government of. 


Abercomyn or Abercorran caſtle, which appertained 


to Robert Courtmain. But for all theſe preparations, 
Gruffydh ap Rhys had a wiſhful eye upon Carmard- 


hyn, and therefore he ſent out ſome ſpies to learn the 


ſtirength and condition of the town, who bringing him 


a very kind and hopeful account, he decamped by 
night, and ruſhing ſuddenly into the town, ordered 
his men to make a great ſhout, thereby to ſtrike a 

great terror into thoſe within. Owen ap Caradoc the 


governor, being ſurpriſed with ſuch an unexpected up- 


Toar, made all poſſible haſte to the place where he 


had heard the ſhouting, and thinking that his nen 


were at his heels, fell in among the enemy ; but 


having 
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having none to ſupport him, his men being all fled, he 
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was after a manful defence cut in pieces, and fo the 


town being taken, Gruffydh burnt every thing to the 


ground, excepting the caſtle, which was alſo fore de- 
faced. And then returning with a great deal of ſpoil 


and booty to his uſual reſidence at Stratywy; his 


forces were confiderably increaſed by the acceſſion of 


many young men, who came to him from all quar. 


ters, and thought that fortune ſo proſpered his arms, 
that no body was able to ſtand before him. After 


this he marched to Gwyr, but William de Londres 


thinking it impoſſible to ſtand before him, forſook 
the caſtle with all his men in all haſte, fo that when 
Gruffydh was come thither, he found a great deal 


of cattle and ſpoil, and none to own them, and there- 
fore having burnt down the caſtle, he carried away 
every thing of value in the country. When the Car- 
_ digeanſhire men heard how fortunately he ſucceeded in 
all his attempts, and being extremely fearful, leſt his 
next expedition ſhould be againſt them, ſent to him, 


deſiring him, as being their near relation and country; 
man, to take upon him the rule and government over 
them. Gruffydh willingly accepted of their offer, and 
coming thither, was joyfully received by the chief 


men in the country, who were Cadifor ap Grono, 
Howel ap Dinerth, and Trahaern ap Ithel, which 
three perſons had forſaken Dyfed, by reafon that it 
was fo thwacked with Normans, Flemings and En- 


gliſh men. Nor was Cardigan free from ſtrangers, 
who pretended to ſway and rule the country, but the 


people bearing in mind the continual wrong and op- 


preſſion they received from them, bore an inveterate 


| hatred to them, and were very glad to be delivered 


from their inſolent and imperious oppreſſors. For 


King Henry what by force and baniſhment of thoſe 


that ſtood up ſtiff for their liberty, and what by cor- 


rupting of thoſe that were wavering, had brought all 


that country to his ſubjection, and beſtowed what 


lands he thought fit upon his Engliſh or Norman 
favourites. But notwithſtanding the ſtrength of the | 
Engliſh in this country, Gruffydh was not a. whit caſt | 


_ down, 
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down, but boldly coming on to Cardigan Iſcoed, he 
laid ſiege to a fort that Earl Gilbert and the Flemings 
had built at a place called Blaen Porth Gwythan. 
After divers aſſaults, and the killing of ſeveral of the 
beſieged; with the loſs only of one of his men, Gruffydh 
took the place, and razing it to the ground, brought 
all the country thereabouts to ſubjection. This action 
proved very fatal to the Engliſh, for immediately 


ſtroyed as far as Penwedie all the houſes of thoſe 
ſtrangers whom Earl Gilbert had brought with him. 
Then Gruffydh beſieged the caſtle of Stradpythylh 
which belonged to Ralph Earl Gilbert's ſteward, and 


riſon to the ſword. Removing from thence, he in- 
camped at Glaſgryg a mile from Lhanbadarn, pur- 


but for want of proviſion neceſſary for his army, he was 
forced to make bold with ſome cattle which grazed 
within the limits of the ſanctuary. And here it may 
be obſerved, that not only men enjoyed the privilege 
of theſe ſanctuaries, but alſo cattle and horfes, and 


the day following, Gruffydh marched diforderly to- 
wards the caftle, being apprehenſive of no great op- 
poſition, by reaſon that he was ignorant of the number 
of the garriſon, and ſo encamping upon an oppoſite 


with a bridge over it, he called a council to determine 
with what engines they might with beſt ſucceſs play 


mans obſerving their diſorder, very cunningly ſent 
out lome of their archets to skirmiſh with them, and 
fo by little and little to entice them to the bridge, 


ſue out upon them. The Welch not thinking the 
_ garriſon to be ſo ſtrong approached near the bridge, 
ill skirmiſhing with the Normans, who pretended to 


upon this, they began to forſake their houſes and ha- 
bitations, as thinking it too hot for them to ſtay any 
longer in the country, and fo the Welch burnt and de- 


poſing to beſiege Aberyſtwith caſtle next morning, 


whatever elſe lived within the liberties of them. But 
hill, which was divided from the caſtle by a river, 
againſt it, and ſo make a general aſſault. The Nor- 
where ſome of the beſt armed horſemen were ready to 


give ground; but when they came very near, out fal- 


having made himſelf maſter of it, he put all the gar- 
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the caſtle, and the Welch with all ſpeed followed them 


cour to come to them. And the Welch being thus 


of the country. 


and cruelties that Gruffydh ap Rhys had committed 


Kill the arch- rebel Gruffydh, promiſing very ſpeedily 
to ſend his ſon Robert with an army to Wales for that 


ſuch confidence in him, encouraged his men to be 
now ſo induſtrious to merit the king's favour, as 


they ſuppoſed Gruffydh ap Rhys had hid himſelf in 


of the country, they made a vow, that they would | 
let neither man, woman, or child eſcape alive; which 


ting into the king's caſtles, from whence they had 
come but a little before. Then Owen and Lhywarch 


— 
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lies one on horſeback, who would fain paſs the bridge; 
but being received upon the points of their ſpears, he 
began to flag, and as he endeavoured to return, he 
fell off his horſe, and ſo the Welch purſued him over 
the bridge. The Engliſhmen ſeeing this, fled towards 


to the top of the hill; but whilſt they thought that 
the day was their own, up riſes a party of horſe 
which Jay in ambulcade under the hill, and ſtanding 
betwixt the Welch and the bridge, prevented any ſuc- 


hemmed in betwixt both parties, the former recoiling 
with greater ſtrength, were ſo unmercifully cut off, 
that ſcarce one man was left living. When the reſt 
of the Welch army, that ſtaid on the other ſide of 
the river, ſaw what number the garriſon contained, 
and that they were ſtrong beyond their expectation, 
preſently decamped, and with all ſpeed departed out 


When King Henry was informed of all the miſchief 


among his ſubjects in Wales, he ſent for Owen ap 
Cadwgan, deſiring him and Lhywarch ap Trahaern 
to ule all the effectual methods poſſible to take or 


purpoſe, Owen being very proud that the king put 


they had been formerly to deſerve his diſpleaſure ; 
and ſo joining his forces with Lhywarch, they both 
marched to meet Prince Robert at Stratywy, where 


the woods, When they were come to the frontiers | 
{o affrighted the people of the country, that all made 


what ſhift they could to ſave their lives, ſome by flees 
ing to the woods and mountains, and ſome by get- 


1 ſeparated 
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ſeparated with diſtinct parties to ſcour the woods, 
which about Stratywy are very deſertous; and Owen 
having entered with an hundred men, preſently diſco- 
vered the tract of men and cattle, and followed their 
footſteps ſo cloſe, that within a little while he over- 
took them; and having ſlain a great many of them, 
and put the reſt to flight, he carried away all their 
cattle back to his army. as, Pe 

But whilſt Owen was buſy in ſearching the woods, 
Gerald ſteward of Pembrock, who with a great power 
of Flemings was upon his march to join the king's 
ſon, met with them who fled from Owen; who de- 
firing help of Gerald, declared how Owen had for- 
cibly drove them out, flain a great many of their com- 
panions, and ſpoiled them of all their goods. Ge- 
rald and his Flemings underſtanding that Owen was 
ſo nigh with ſuch a ſmall number of men, thought he 
had now very convenient opportunity to be revenged. 
of him upon the account of his wife; and therefore 
to make ſure work with him, he purſued him clofe 
into the woods, Owen being forewarned by his men 
that a great number followed him, and adviſed to 
make all ſpeed to get away, was deaf to all ſuch 
counſels, as thinking that they of whom his men were 
ſo much afraid of, were the king's friends, and there- 
fore their integrity need not be queſtioned, ſince they 
had all reſpect to the ſame common cauſe. But he found, 
that a private quarrel is ſometime more regarded than 
the publick good; and therefore when Gerald was 
advanced within bowſhot, he greeted him with a vol- 
ley of arrows, to ſhew how great a friend he was; 
but Owen, though perſuaded to flee, was fo little ter- 
rified at ſuch an unwelcome ſalutation, that though 
the enemy were ſeven to one, yet he told them, that 
they were but Flemings, and ſuch as always trembled 
at the hearing of his name. And then falling on with 
a great deal of courage, he was at the firſt onſet ſtruck 
with an arrow into the heart, of which wound he pre- 
ſently died; which when his men ſaw they all fled, and 
brought word to Lhywarch and the yelt of their fel- 
tows of what had happened; and fo ſuſpecting the 


1.3 king's 
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king's army, feeing they could not be truſted in their 
ſervice, they all returned to their reſpective coun. 
tries. 

Owen being in this manner unhappily ſlain, his 
brethren divided his lands betwixt them; excepting 
Cacreneon, which properly belonged to Madawe a 
Ryryd ap Blethyn; and which he had forcibly taken 
away from his uncle Meredith. His father Cadwgan 
had ſeveral children by different women; and beſides 
himſelf, he had iſſue Madawc by Gwenlhian the 
daughter of Gruffydh ap Conan; Eineon by Sanna 
the daughter of Dyfnwal; Morgan, by Efelhiw or 
Elhiw the daughter of Cadifor ap Colhoyn lord of 
Dyfed; Henry and Gruffydh were by the daughter 
of the lord Pigot his wedded wife; Meredith by | 
Euroron Hoodliw; and himſelf by Inerth the daugh- 
ter of Edwyn. But a while afterwards, Eineon ap 
Cadwgan and Gruffydh ap Meredith ap Blethyn, be- 
ſieged the caſtle of Cymmer in Merionethſhire, which 
was lately built by Uchtryd ap Edwyn ; for Ca- 
dwgan had beſtowed upon Uchtryd his coulin-ger- 
man Merioneth and Cyfeilioc, upon condition, that in 
all cafes he ſhould appear his friend, and his ſons 
after him; contrary to which promiſe he bore no 
manner of regard to Cadwgan's children after Owen's 
death; but to ſtrengthen himſelf the better, he erec- 
ted this caſtle of Cymmer, which very much diſ- 
pleaſed many of Cadwgan's ſons. And therefore Ei- 
neon and Gruffydh, to make Uchtryd ſenſible of his 
error in deſpiſing of them, furiouſly ſet upon Cymmer 
caſtle, and having ſlain divers of the garriſon, the 
reſt ſurrendered themſelves ; and ſo taking poſſeſſion 
of it, they divided the country betwixt them; Mow- 
dhwy Cyfyeilioc and half Penlhyn to Gruffydh ap 
Meredith; and the other half of Penlhyn with all 
Merioneth to Eineon. RT rg = 
The next year King Henry failed with a great ar- 
my into Normandy, againſt the French king, Who 
wich the Earl of Flanders and others, went about 
to make William the ſon of Robert Curthoiſe * 
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of Normandy ; but at the appearance of the king of 
England, they all ſcattered, and laid afide their in- 
tended deſign. About the ſame time Gilbert Strong- 
bow Earl of Strigill, ro whom King Henry had given 
all Cardigan, departed this life, after a long fit of a 
conſumption ;3 much to the joy and ſatisfaction of the 
Welch, who were in great meaſure diſpleaſed, that 
they ſhould be deprived of their own natural lord 


Cadwgan, from whom this country was taken away, 


and be forced to ſerve and be ſubject to a ſtranger, 
whoſe kindneſs they had no great reaſon to expect. 
But the year following 

happened betwixt Howel ap Ithel lord of Ros 


and Ryfonioc, now Denbigh-land, and Riryd and 


Lhywarch the ſons of Owen ap Edwyn. And when 
they could not otherwiſe agree, they broke out into 
open war; and thereupon Howel ſent to Meredith ap 


Blethyn, and to Eineon and Madawc, Cadwgah's ſons; 
who came down from Merioneth with a party of four 
hundred well-diſciplined men, and encamped in Dyft- 


ryn Clwyd. Riryd and Lhywarch on the other hand, 
defired the aſſiſtance of their couſins the ſons of Uch- 
tryd; and ſo both armies meeting in the vale of Clwyd, 
they fell ro blows with a great deal of ſpirit and alacrity, 


and after a tedious and a bloody fight, Lhywarch, Owen 


ap Edwyn's fon, was at laſt ſlain, and with him Ior- 
werth the ſon of Nudh, a noble and a valorous per- 
ſon; and Riryd was forced to make his eſcape by 
flight, But though Howel obtained the victory, yer 


he did not long ſurvive his ſlain enemies; for having 


received a deſperate wound in the action, died of it 


within forty days; and then Meredith ap Blethyn, 
and the ſons of Cadwg . finding it dangerous to 
ſtay longer there, for fear of ſome French, who lay 
garriſoned in Cheſter, returned home with all ſpeed. 


| King Henry was ſtill in Normandy, and about this 
time, a very great battle was fought betwixt him, and 


the French king, who was ſhamefully vanquiſhed and 


overthrown, and had a great number of his nobles 


taken priſoners. But as King Henry returned the fol- 


lowing year for England, one of the ſhips happened, 


L4 by 
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A. P. 1115, the thoughts of a new wife; and having married A- 


all of one hundred and fifty perſons, This unparal. 


poſed, to go againſt Wales, and having prepared his 
forces, he led them in perſon to Powis-land, 


and Morgan, the ſons of Cadwgan and lords of the 


hands; who flatly refuſed, aſſuring them, that becauſe 


neither with honour nor ſafety ſend them any ſuccour, 


| means to annoy the enemy, and to keep them from 
the ſtreighis, by which the enemy myſt of neceſſity 
advanced to one of theſe narrow paſſages, the reſt 
of the army, by reaſon of their carriages, having 
taken ſome compaſs about; which the Welch per: 
ceiving, preſently poured a ſhower of arrows upon 
many of the Engliſh, The king himſelf was ſtruck in 


him, by reaſon of his armour; yet he was fo terri- 


U 
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by the negligence of the pilot, to be caſt away, where: 
in periſhed the king's two ſons, William who was le. 
gitimate and heir apparent to the crown, and Richard 
his baſe ſon; together with his daughter and niece, 
and ſeveral others of his nobility, to the number in 


lelled loſs of ſo many kindred and friends did not per- 
5 his mind fo long, but that within a ſhort time, 
e began to ſolace and raiſe his drooping ſpirits with 


delice the daughter of the duke of Lovain, he pur- 


When Mereduh ap Blethyn and Eineon, Madawc 


country heard of it, they ſent to Gruffydh ap Conan 
Prince of North Wales, deſiring ſome help at his 


he was at peace with the king of England, he could 


nor per mit them to come within his dominions. The 


lords of Powis receiving this unwelcome anſwer, and 
having now no manner of hopes of any aid, were re- 


ſolved however to defend themſelves as well as they 
could; and therefore they thought it the moſt effectual 


entering into the country, was to obſerve and defend 


paſs, Neither were they out in their policy; for it 
happened that the king himſelf, with a imall number, 


them, and the advantage of the ground giving help 
to their execution, they ſlew and wounded a great 


the breaſt, but for all that the arrow could not hurt 
fied with this unexpected conflict, and conſidering with 


himſelf, that he muſt receive ſeveral ſuch bruſhes * 
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he could advance to the plain country ; and what was 
above all, being ſenſible that by ſuch a raſh, misfortune 
he might loſe all the honour and fame which he had 
before obtained, ſent a meſſage to parly with them 
who kept the paſſage, and with all aſſurance of ſafety, 
to defire them to come to the king, The Welch be- 
ing come, and queſtioned how they had ſuch confi- 
dence to oppoſe the king, and to put his life in ſo 
much danger; made anſwer, that they belonged to 
Meredith ap Blethyn, and according to their maſter's 
orders they were reſolved to keep the paſſage, or to 
die upon the ſpot. The king finding them ſo re- 
ſolute, defired them to go to Meredith, and propoſe 
to him an agreement of peace, which he and his 
couſins the ſons of Cadwgan accepted of; and pro- 
miſed to pay the king 10,000 head of cattle, in retri- 

| bution for former offences. And fo King Henry leav- 
ing all things in a peaceable and quiet poſture in __ 
Wales, and appointing the Lord Fitz-Warren -war- 
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den or lieutenant of the Marches, returned to Eng- * 


land. 


But when a foreign enemy was removed out of the A., D. 122 | 
92 


country, the Welch could never forbear quarrelling 
with each other; for Gruffydh ap Rhys ap Theodore, 
who had been now for ſome time quiet, fell upon 
Gruffydh ap Sulhaern, and for what reaſon not diſco- 
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vered, treacherouſly flew him. But the next year there 112 1 


happened another occaſion of diſturbances and falling 
out among the Welch; for Eineon the ſon of Ca- 
dwgan dying, left all his ſhare of Powis and Merioneth 
to his brother Meredith. But his uncle Meredith ap» 
Blethyn, thinking that theſe lands more properly be- 
longed to him, ejected his nephew Meredith to whom 
his brother Eineon had left them, and took poſſeſſion 
of them himſelf. And what augmented theſe differ- 
ences, King Henry ſet now at liberty Ithel ap Riryd 
ap Blethyn, Meredith's nephew, who had been for a 
long time detained in priſon; who coming to his own 
country, was in expectation to enjoy his eſtate, which, 
upon his being put in cuſtody, his relations had di- 
yided betwixt them; of which, the greateſt ſhare fell 
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to his uncle Meredith. But when Gruffydh ap Co. 


nan was informed, how that Meredith ap Blethyn, 
contrary to all juſtice, had taken away by force the 
lands of his nephew Meredith ap Cadwgan, he ſent 


his ſons Cadwalhon and Owen with an army into Me. 
rioneth, who conquering and bringing to ſubjection all 


the country, carried away the chief of the people, and 


all the cattle to Lhyn. And at the ſame time the 
ſons of Cadwgan entered into the lands of Lhywarch 


ap Trahaern, and cruelly waſted and deſtroyed it, 5 


reaſon that he had countenanced the doings of their 


uncle Meredith ap Blethyn. But theſe inward claſh- 


ings and animoſities concerning eſtates and titles, were 


ſeconded by moſt unnatural bloodſhed and unparallel. 


led cruelties; for Meredith ap Blethyn, when he found 
that his nephew Meredith ap Cadwgan was aſſiſted by 


the Prince of North Wales, and that it was imprac- 


ticable to keep Merioneth from him, he was reſolved ] 


to practiſe that upon his nephew, which he had failed 


A. D. 1122 fo effect upon another. And therefore leſt his other 
nephew Ithel ap Riryd ſhould meet with the like help 


and encouragement to recover thoſe lands, which du- 


ring his impriſonment were taken away from him, of 


Meredith thought it his wi 


which his uncle actually enjoyed a conſiderable ſhare ; 
felt Way to prevent all man- 
ner of diſputes, by ſending Ithel out of the world, 


which upon mature deliberation he treacherouſly ef- 


fected. Nor was this the only murder committed at 


this time; for Cadwalhon the ſon of Gruffydh ap Co- 


nan exceeded him far, and ſlew his three uncles, Gro- 


no, Ryryd, and Meilyr the ſons of Owen ap Edwyn; 
but which was moſt unnatural of all, Morgan ap Ca- 
_ dwgan with his own hands killed his brother Meredith; 


| 11237 


a crime moſt execrable, though he did afterwards re- 
r e VW 
Not long after this, Gruffydh ap Rhys, by the falſe 


and invidious accuſations of the Normans, was diſ- 


poſſeſſed of all the lands which King Henry had for- 


merly granted him, and which he had for a conſi- 
derable time peaceably enjoyed. And towards the 


end of the ſame year died Daniel ap Sulgien N 


* > 
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of St. David's, and archdeacon of Powis, a man of 


extraordinary piety and learning, and one who made 
it his continual employment to endeavour to work a 


reconciliation betwixt North Wales and Powis, which 


in his time were at perpetual yariance arid enmity 
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with one another. The next year died likewiſe Gruf-A. D. 1125, 


fydh the fon of Meredith ap Blethyn z and about the 


ſame time Owen ap Cadwgan having got into his 
hands Meredith ap Lhywarch, delivered him to Pain 
Pitz-John, to be kept ſafe priſoner in the caſtle of 


Bridgnorth, The reaſon of this was, becauſe Mere- 


dich had flain Meyric his couſin-german, and very 


barbarouſly had pulled out the eyes of two more of 


his couſins the ſons of Griffri. This - cruel and in- 
human cuſtom of plucking out the eyes of ſuch as 
they hated or feared, was too frequently practiſed in 


Wales; for the following year Ievaf the ſon of Owen 
ſerved two of his brethren after this unnatural man- 


ner, and thinking that too little, paſſed a ſentence 
of perpetual] baniſhment upon them. A little after, 


his brother Lhewelyn ap Owen flew! Iorwerth ap 
Lhywarch; but all this miſchief practiſed by theſe 
two brothers Ievat and Lhewelyn, turned at laſt up- 


on themſelves z for their uncle Meredith ap Blethyn 


being apprehenſive that his two nephews were a con- 


fiderable rub in his way, and if they trooped off, that 


all their eſtate would of right fall to him; flew Ievaf 


outright, and having plucked out Lhewelyn's eyes, 


caſtrated him, for fear he ſhould beget any children 


to inherit his lands after him, Theſe no doubt were 


implacable times, when for the leaſt offence, nay ſome- 
time ſuſpicion, murder was ſo openly and. incorrigibly 
committed; which muſt of neceſſity be attributed ta 

this one principle, That ſo many petty ftates having 
equal power and authority in their own territories, and 


being ſubje& to none but the king of England, ſtill 
endeavoured to outvie and Overtop each other. And 


ſo, nearneſs of relation giving way to ambition, they 
never regarded thoſe of the ſame blood, ſo that 
themſelves might add to their ſtrength, and increaſe 


their eſtate by their fall; and for this reaſon Mey- 


ng 
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ric flew Lhywarch, and his ſon Madawc, his own 
coulins ; but before he 'could make any advantage 
of their death, he was himſelf ſerved after the ſane 
manner. But the only 'perſon who afterwards re. 
pented of ſuch a foul crime, was Morgan ap Ca. 
dwgan, who being ſeverely troubled in mind for the 
murder he had lately committed upon his brother 
Meredith, took a journey to Jeruſalem to expiate for 
his crime, and in his rerurn from thence, died in the 
iſle of Cyprus. But this treacherous way of private 
murdering thoſe by whom they were offended, could 
A, D. 1129. not be forgot among the Welch; for Eineon the fon 
5 of Owen ap Edwyn calling to mind how that Cad- 
walhon the ſon of Gruffydh ap Conan had baſely ſlain 
three of his brothers, and taking the opportunity of 
his being at Nanhewdwy, aſſiſted by Cadwgan ap Gro- 
no ap Edwyn, ſet upon him, and flew him. About 
the ſame time, that great uſurper Meredith ap Blethyn 
ap Confyn, who by moſt unnatural and moſt helliſh 
Practices, had got the lands of all his brothers and ne. 
phews, and by that means was become a man of the 
greateſt ſtrength and ſway in Powis, died of a ſevere 
fit of ſickneſs, which reduced him to that apprehen- 
ſion of his former miſcarriages, that he endured pe- 
nance for the expiation of former guilt © 
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1134. In the year 1134, till which time nothing of mo- 
ment was tranſacted in Wales, Henry, the firſt of that 
name, king of England, died in Normandy in the 
month of October; after whom Stephen Earl of Bu- 
loign ſon to the Earl of Blois, his ſiſter's ſon, by the 
means of Hugh Bygod, was crowned king by the 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, all the nobility of England 
conſenting thereunto; though contrary to a former 
oath they had taken to Maud the Empreſs. The firſt 

thing that employed his thoughts after his acceſſion t 
the government, was againſt David king of the Scots; 
who taking advantage of this new revolution in Eng- 
land, by ſome treacherous means or other, got the 
towns of Carliſle and Newcaſtle into his hands. But 
King Stephen, though ſcarcely ſettled in his throne, 
_ preſently marched towards the North; of —_— 
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ing David being aſſured, and fearing to meet him, 
yoluntarily reſtored Newcaſtle, and compounded for 
Carliſle ; but would not ſwear to him by reaſon of his 
oath to Maud; which, however, his fon Henry did 
not ſtick at; and thereupon was by King Stephen 
created Earl of Huntington. This change and alte- 
ration of affairs in England made alſo the Welch be- 3 
{tir themſelves ; for Morgan ap Owen, a man of con- 4A. D. 12332 
ſiderable quality and eſtate in Wales, remembering the 1 

wrong and injury he had received at the hands of Ri- 
chard Fitz-Gilbert, ſlew him, together with his ſon 
Gilbert. And ſhortly after, Cadwalader and Owen 
Gwyneth the ſons of Gruffydh ap Conan Prince of 
North Wales, having raiſed a mighty army, marched 
againſt the Normans and Flemings, and coming to 
Cardigan, committed very conſiderable waſte and ha- 
vock in the country, and took two of the ſtrongeſt 
places, one belonging to Walter Eſpec, and the caſtle 
of Aberyſtwyth. In this laſt place they were joined 
by Howel ap Meredith, and Rhys ap Madawc ap 
 Ednerth; who marching forward, took the caſtle of 
Richard de la Mare, together with thoſe of Dinerth _ 
and Caerwedros, and then returned with very valuable 
booty. But having ſucceeded ſo well in this expedi- 
tion, they could not reſt ſatisfied, till they had rid the 
whole country from the intolerable pride and oppreſ- 
ſion of the Normans and Flemings; and therefore re- 
turning the ſame year to Cardigan with 6000 foot, and 
2000 horſe, well diſciplined and experienced ſoldiers ; 
and being joined by Gruffydh ap Rhys and Howel ap 
Meredith of Brecknock with his ſons, and Madawc ap 
Ednerth; they over-ran the country, as far as Aberteifi, | 
reſtoring all the former inhabitants to their proper 
 Inheritances, and diſcarding all ſuch ſtrangers as the 
late Earl of Strygil had placed in the country. But 
when Stephen, who was governor of Aberteifi, ſaw . 
that, he called to him Robert Fitz-Martyn, the ſons of 
Gerald, „and William Fitz-John, with all the ſtrength 
of the Normans, Flemings, and Engliſh in Wales, 
or the Marches; and meeting with the Welch berwixt 
Aber Ned and Aber Dyfi, gave them battle. But 


after 
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after avery ſore and bloody encounter, the Engliſh began 
to give ground, and according to their uſual manner, 
truſting too much to the ſtrength of their towns and 


_ fortifications, began to look how to ſave themſelves 
that way. But the Welch preſſed upon them ſo hard 
that they killed above 2000 men, beſides ſeveral that 
were drowned and taken priſoners. This victory being 


ſo happily obtained, Cadwalader and Owen over-ran 


the whole country, forcing all the Normans and Fle. 


mings to depart the country with all ſpeed, and placing 


in their room thoſe miſcrable Welch, who had been ſo 


long deprived and kept from their own eſtates ; and 
after they had weeded the country of thoſe infatiable 
caterpillars, they returned to North Wales, laden with 


very rich ſpoils and acceptable plunder. The king of 


England was not in a condition to take notice to what 
extremities his ſubjects were reduced to in Wales, by 


_ reaſon that his own nobles of England were riſen in 
arms againit him; the reaſon of which tumult among 
the nobility was occaſioned by a fallacious report that 


went about of the king's death, who then lay fick of 


a lethargy. They that bore him no good will, veri- 


fied the rumour as much as they could, and ſtirred up 
the common people in behalf of the Emprels ; whereas | 
on the other hand the king's friends betook themſelves 


to caſtles and ſtrong holds for fear of the Empreſs, and 
among others Hugh Bygod ſecured the caſtle of Nor- 
wich, and after that he was aſſured that the king was 


well again, he was loth to deliver the ſame out of his 


A. D. 2736. poſſeſſion, unlefs it were to the king's own hands. But 


during theſe commotions and troubles in England, 


Gruffydh ap Rhys, ſon to Rhys ap Theodore, the right 
heir to the principality of South Wales, died, leaving 


iſſue behind him a ſon called Rhys, commonly known 


by the name of Lord Rhys, by Gwenlhian the daugh- 
ter of Gruffydh ap Conan, who by ſome is ſaid to 
have poiſoned her huſband. Towards the end of the 
fame year died likewiſe Gruffydh ap Conan Prince of 
North Wales, after he had reigned 57 years; to the 


great grief and diſcontent of all his ſubjects, as being 
a Prince of ir comparable qualities, and one who after 


divers 
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divers victories obtained over the Engliſh, had thorough. | 

Iy purged North Wales from all ſtrangers and foreigners, 1 

He had iſſue by Angharad the daughter of Owen ap 4 

Edwyn, three ſons, namely, Owen, Cadwalader, and 2 

Cadwalhon, and five daughters, Marret, Suſanna, 3 

Ranulht, Agnes, and Gwenlhian; and by a concu- — 

bine, Tago, Aſcain, Edwal abbot of Penmon, Dolhing, . 

and Elen, who was married to Hoya ap Ithel Felyn of _—_— 

al. There were ſeveral good and wholſome laws i 
and ſtatutes enacted in his time; and among the reſt, __— 

he reformed the great diſorders of the Welch minſtrels, 

which were then grown to great abuſe, Of theſe there 

wire three ſorts in Wales; the firſt were called Beirdh, 

who compoſed ſeveral ſongs and odes of various mea- 

ſures, wherein the poet's skill was not only required, 

but alſo a natural endowment, or a vein which the La- 

tins term furor poeticus. Theſe likewiſe kept the re- 

cords of all gentlemen's arms and pedigrees, and were 

principally eſteemed among all the degrees of the 

Welch poets. The next were ſuch as played upon 

muſical inſtruments, chiefly the harp and the crowd; 

which muſick Gruffydh ap Conan firſt brought over into 

Wales; who being born in Ireland, and deſcended by 

his mother's ſide of Iriſh parents, brought with him 

from thence ſeveral skilful muſicians, who invented 

almoſt all the inſtruments as were afterwards played 

upon in Wales. The laſt fort were called Atcaneaid, 

whoſe buſineſs it was to ſing to the inſtruments played 

upon by another. Each of theſe, by the ſame ftatute, . 

had their ſeveral reward and encouragement alloted to 4 

them; their life and behaviour was to be ſpotleſs and "0 

unblameable, otherwiſe their puniſhment was very ſe- 

vere and rigid, every one having authority to puniſh 

and correct them, even to the deprivation of all they 

had. They were alſo interdicted and forbidden to en- 

ter any man's houſe, or to compoſe any ſong of any 

one, without the ſpecial leave and warrant of the party 

concerned; with many other ordinances relating to the 

like purpoſe, — I 
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= A FTER the death of Gruffydh ap Conan, his 
. eldeſt ſon Owen, ſurnamed Gwynedh, ſucceeded in 
the principality of North Wales; who no ſooner had 
entered upon the government, but together with the 
reſt of his brethren, he made an expedition into South 
Wales; and having demoliſhed and overthrown the 
caſtles of Stradmeyric, Stephan, and Humffreys, and 
laid in aſhes the town of Caermardhyn, he returned 
home with no leſs honour than booty and plunder, 
About the ſame time, John archdeacon of Lhanbaran 
departed this life, a man of ſingular piety and ſtrict- 
nels of life, who for his rigid zeal in religion and vir- 
tue, was thought worthy to be canonized, and to be 
counted among the number of the ſaints. This year 
likewiſe King Stephen paſſed over to Normandy, and 
having concluded a peace with the French king, and 
the duke of Anjou, returned back to England without 
any further delay. But the following Spring gave op- 
portunity for greater undertakings ; David king of 
Scots, upon the king of England's going to France 
laſt ſummer, had entered the borders of England, and 
continued to make conſiderable waſte and havock in 
that part of the country. Whereupon King Stephen, 
to rid his country and his ſubjects from ſo dangerous 
an enemy, marched with an army towards the North, 
whoſe coming the king of Scots hearing of, he relin- 
quiſhed the borders of England, and retired to his own 
country. But that would not ſatisfy King Stephen, 
who deſired to be further revenged for the unpardon- 
able hoſtilities committed by the Scots in his country; 
and therefore purſuing the Scots to their own country, | 
5 he haraſſed and laid waſte all the ſouth part of the | 
as „ kingdom 
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kingdom of Scotland. But the king's abſence ani- 


mated ſeveral of the Engliſh nobility to rebel; to 


which purpoſe they fortified every one their caſtles. 
and ſtrong holds; William Earl of Gloceſter thoſe of 
Leeds and Briſtol ; Ralph Lunel, Cari; William Fitz- 
Allen, Shrewſbury ; Paganellus, Ludlow ; William de 


Moyun, Duneſter; Robert de Nichol, Warham; Eu- 
ſtace Fitz- John, Merton; and Walklyn, Dover. But 
for all theſe mighty preparations, the king in a ſhort 


time became maſter of them all; ſome he won by aſ- 
ſault, others upon fair promiſes and advantageous con- 
ditions were ſurrendered up, and ſome he got by trea- 


cherous and under-hand contrivances. / The Scots 


thought to make good advantage of theſe commotions 
in England; and thereupon, as ſoon as they heard that 
ſome of the nobility were in actual rebellion againſt 
the king, they entered into the borders, and began, 
as they thought, without any apprehenſion of oppo- 


ſition, to ravage and lay waſte the country before them. 


But William, Earl of Albemarle; William Pyppell, 
Earl of Nottingham; Walter Eſpec and Gilbert La- 
cy, gathered together all the forces they could raiſe in 
the North; and being animated and, encouraged by the 


eloquent and preſſing oration of Ralph biſhop of Ork- 


gheys, which he delivered in the audience of the whole 

army, they ſet upon the Scots at Almerton with ſuch 

unanimous courage, that after a very great ſlaughter _ 

of his men, King David was glad to eſcape with his 
life by flight. 


Alfter this, King Stephen {ſeized to his 
own uſe the caſtles of Ludlow and Leeds, and preſſed 
the biſhops of Saliſbury and Lincoln, ſo hard, that to 


prevent their periſhing by famine, they were con- 
{trained to ſurrender; the former the caſtles of Viſes 
and Shirburn; the latter thoſe of Newark upon Trent 
and Sleeford. This did not a little augment the king's 


ſtrength againſt the enſuing; ſtorm ; for in the ſummer 


this year, Maud the Emprels, daughter and heir to King 
Henry, to whom King Stephen, with all the nobility 
of England, had ſworn allegiance, landed at Arundel, 
with her brother Robert Earl of Gloceſter, and was 

there honourably received by William de Albineto, 


who 


1 
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who was lately married to Queen Adeliz, King Hen- 
ry's widow, with whom he received the earldom of A. 
rundel in dowry. But as ſoon as King Stephen heard 
of her landing, he marched with all poſſible ſpeed to 
Arundel, and laid ſiege to the caſtle ; but finding it 
upon trial impregnable, he raiſed the ſiege, and by 
that means ſuffered the Empreſs and her brother to 
eſcape to Briſtol, . e ES 
A. D. 1138. The next year an unlucky accident fell out in 
| Wales; Cynric, one of Prince Owen's ſons, having 
by ſome means or other diſguſted Madawe ap Mere- 
dith ap Blethyn ap Confyn, a perſon of conſiderable 
eſteem and eſtate in the country, was, with his conni. 
vance ſet upon and ſlain by his men. But the affairs 
of England this year, afforded greater rarity of action; 
King Stephen with a formidable army laid ſiege to 
the city of Lincoln, to the relief of which, Ranulph 
Earl of Cheſter, and Robert Earl of Gloceſter, marched 
with their forces. But before they could arrive, the 
town was taken; whereupon they drew up their forces 
in order to give the king battle, who on the other ſide, 
was as ready to receive them. King Stephen drew up 
His forces in three battles, the firſt being led by the 
Earls of Britain, Mellent, Norfolk, Hampton, and 
Warren; the ſecond by the Earl of Albemarle, and 
William of Ypres ; and the third by the king him- 
ſelf, aſſiſted by Baldwyn Fitz-Gilbert, with ſeveral 
others of his nobility. Of the enemy's fide, the difin- 
herited barons had the firſt place; the Earl of Cheſter, 
with a conſiderable party of Welchmen, far bet- 
ter couraged than armed, led the ſecond; and the 
Earl of Gloceſter the third battle. After a hot and 
bloody diſpute of both ſides, the victory at length fa- 
voured the barons, King Stephen being firft taken pri- 
ſoner, and a little after the queen, together with Wil- 
liam of Ypres, and Bryan Fitz- Count. But within 
a while after, William Martell and Geffrey de Man- 
deville gathered together ſome freſh forces, and fought 
the Empreſs and her brother at Wincheſter, and hav- 
ing put the Empreſs to flight, took Earl Robert pr 
ſoner, for exchange of whom, the king was {et = 
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other adventure, and received a ſecond overthrow at 
Wilton; which, however, did not ſo much diſcourage 
him, but that he laid fo cloſe a ſiege to the Empreſs 
at Oxford, that ſhe was glad to make her eſcape to 
Wallingford. The fame year died Madawc ap Ed- 
nerth, a perſon of great quality and note in Wales; 


and Meredith ap Howel, a man of no mean eſteem, 
was ſlain by the ſons of Blethyn ap Gwyn. 


For the two ſucceeding years nothing remarkable 


13 IJ 
Yerty, The next year King Stephen would try the A. P. 113. 


1140. 


paſſed in Wales; excepting that this year Howel ap 


perfidious practices of the Flemings; and the next 


year Howel ap Meredith ap Blethyn was baſely mur 


dered by his own men; at which time, Howel and 
Cadwgan the ſons of Madawc ap Ednerth, upon ſome 


unhappy quarrel, did kill each other. But ſhortly af- 


ter this, an irreconcileable difference fell out betwixt 
Anarawd ſon to Gruffydh ap Rhys Prince of South 


Wales, and his father-in- law Cadwalader the ſon of 
Gruffydh ap Conan, and brother to Prince Owen 
 Gwynedh ; which from words quickly proceeded to 


blows, In this ſcuffle Anarawd was unhappily ſlain ; 


which fo exaſperated Prince Owen againſt his brother 


Cadwalader, that together with his fon Howel, he 


marched with an army into his brother's country, and 
after a conſiderable waſte and deſtruction, burnt to 


Meredith ap Rhytherch of Cantref Bychan, and Rhys 
ap Howel were cowardly flain by the treachery and 


11414. 


1 142. 


* 


the ground the caſtle of Aberyſtwyth. Cadwalader, 


upon the news of Prince Owen's approach, withdrew 
himſelf and fled to Ireland; where having hired a great 


number of Iriſh and Scots for two thouſand marks, 


under the command of Octer, and the ſons of Turkel 
and Cherulf, he ſtruct ſail for Wales, and landed at 


Abermeny in Carnarvonſhire. The Prince, to protract 


no ume, marched with all ſpeed to prevent their far- 

ther progreſs into the country; and both armies be- 

ing come in view of each other, a peace was happily 

_ concluded betwixt the two brothers. The Iriſh un- 

berſtanding this, and how that their coming over was 
F i 
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like to prove but a fooPs errand to them, they ut: 
priled and ſecured Cadwalader, till their wages and ar. 
rears were paid; who, to obtain his liberty, delivered 
to them two thouſand heads of cattle, beſides many 
priſoners, and other booty, which they had taken in 
the country. But as foon as the Prince was informed 
that his brother Cadwalader was ſet looſe, without any 
farther demur upon the caſe, he fell in upon the 
Iriſh, and having ſlain a very conſiderable number 
of them, recovered all the booty they purpoſed to 
ſhip off, and forced as many as could eſcape, to return 
with great loſs, and a greater fhame back to Ireland, 
But the Normans ſped far better in Wales; Hugh 
ſon to Radulph Earl of Cheſter, having fortified his 
caſtle of Cymaron, ſet upon and won the country of 
Melienyth a ſecond time; and the caſtle of Clun being 
fortified by another lord, all Eluel became ſubject to 
the Normans. The ſame time King Stephen took 
Geffry Mandeville priſoner at St. Albans, where the 
earl of Arundel, by the ſlip of his horſe, was like to be 
_ drowned in the river. But the Earl of Mandeville, 
to obtain his liberty, delivered up to the king the tower 
of London, with the caſtles of Walden and Plaſſey, 
. which reduced him to that condition, that he was forced 
to live upon the plunder and ſpoil of abbies and other 
religious houſes, till at length he was ſlain in a ſkirmiſh 
againſt the king, and his ſon baniſhed the kingdom. 
A. PD. 1144 The next year a ſkirmiſh happened betwixt Hugh 
de Mortimer and Rhys ap Howel, wherein the latter 
was taken priſoner, with many others of his accom- 
plices, who were all committed to priſon by the En- 
gliſnh. But it fared much better with Howel and 
Conan the ſons of Prince Owen, who having raiſed 
an army againſt the Flemings and Normans, gained 
a conſiderable victory at Abertiefi, and having placed 
. a garriſon in the town, returned home with great 
honour, and much booty, 1 „ 

About the ſame time, Sulien ap Rhythmarch, one 
of the college of Lhanbadarn, and a perſon of great 
reading and extenſive learning, departed this life. Shortly 

after, Gilbert Earl of Clare, came with a great — 
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of forces to Dyfed, and built the caſtle of Caermard- 
hyn, and the caſtle of the ſons of Uchtryd. Hugh A. D. 1143. 
Mortimer likewiſe ſlew Meyric ap Madawc ap Riryd 
ap Bleddu, and Meredic ap Madawc ap Ednerth. And 
ſo far it went of the ſide of the Engliſh; but now 

the Welch begin to gain ground; Cadelh the ſon of 
Gruffydh ap Rhys Prince of South Wales, laid ſiege 
to the caſtle of Dynefowr, belonging to Earl Gilbert, 
which being ſurrendered up, Cadelh, aſſiſted by his 
brethren Meredith and Rhys, brought his army before 
the caſtle of Caermardhyn, which after a ſhort ſiege 
yielded in like manner, reſerving only this one con- 
dition, that the garriſon ſhould not be put to the 
ſword. _ 5 1 15 
From thence he marched to Lhanſtephan, and ſet 
before the caſtle; to the relief of which the Normans 
and Flemings coming with their forces, were ſhame- _ 
fully vanquithed and overcome, and fo the caſtle was 
ealily delivered up to the Welch. But the Normans 
were ſo cruelly nettled at this, that they muſtered up all 
the forces they could poſſibly draw together out of the 
neighbouring countries, and unexpectedly ſurrounded 
the caſtle, intending by all poſſible means to recover 
the fame. But the governor, Meredith ap Gruffydh, 
a man of great years, and no leſs experience, ſo ani- 
mated and encouraged the beſieged, that when the 
Normans and Flemings ventured to ſcale the walls, 
they were beat back with ſuch vigour, and loſs of 
their ſide, that at length they were compelled to 
raiſe the ſiege, and leave the Welch in poſſeſſion of 
the caſtle, e on — 
Shortly after this, Run the ſon of Prince Owen of 
North Wales, a youth of excellent hopes, and incom- 
parable qualifications, died, whoſe death his father 
took ſo much to heart, that for ſome time he ſeemed _ 
do be paſt all comfort, being fallen into fuch a me- 
lancholy diſpoſition, that he was diverted with no- 
thing but retirement. But an accident fell out, which 
rouſed him out of this lethargical fit of ſorrow and 
diſcontent; the caſtle of Mould was ſo very ſtrong _ 
— 3 
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and well garriſoned by the Engliſh, that it mightily 
annoyed the country e and had been fre. 
quently beſieged, but could never be taken. Princo 
Owen at this time levied an army and laid cloſe 

ſiege to it; and the garriſon for ſeveral aſfaults, be. 
haved itſelf fo manfully, that the place ſeemed im- 
pregnable and invincible, But the preſence and ex. 
ample of Prince Owen fo encouraged his men, that 

they fell on with all poſſible vigour and might, and ar 

b laſt forced their entrance into the caſtle. Having put 
a great number of the garriſon to the ſword, and taken 
the reſt priſoners, the caſtle was razed to the ground; 
and this fortunate attempt ſo pleaſed the Prince, that 
he forgot all ſorrow for his ſon, and returned to his 
uſual temper and accuſtomed merriments. At the 
| ſame time, King Stephen of England obtained a re- 
markable victory over his enemies at Farendon ; and 
although the enſuing year Rondel Earl of Cheſter and 
he were reconciled, yet he thought it more adviſeable 
to detain him pr iſoner, though contrary to his promiſe, 
until ſuch time as the Earl would deliver up the caſtle 
of Lincoln, with all the forts and Pee of ſtrength 
in his cuſtody. 
4. D. 1146. The next year, Cadelh, Meredith, and Rhys, the 
ſns of Gruffydh ap Rhys ap Theodor, brought an 
army before the caſtle of Gwys; but finding themſelves 
too weak to maſter it, they deſired Howel, ſon to 
Prince Owen Gwynedh, a perſon famouſly remarkable 
for martial endowments, to come to their aſſiſtance. 
Howel, who was very deſirous to ſignalize himſelf, 
and to nr his valour to the world, readily con- 
ſented to their requeſt; and having drawn his forces 
together, marched directly towards Gwys, where be- 
ing arrived, he was joyfully received, and honourably . 
entertained by ſuch lords as defired his help. Having 
viewed the ſtrength and fortification of the caſtle, he 
found it was impracticable to take the place, without 
the walls could be deſtroyed; and therefore he gave 
order, that certain battering engines ſhould be pro- 
vided, whilſt the reſt ſhould "gat and moleſt the be · 
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ſieged. by throwing of great ſtones into the caſtle. The 


enemies perceiving what irreſiſtible preparations the 


beſiegers contrived, thought it to no purpoſe to with- 
ſtand their fury; and therefore to do that voluntarily 
which muſt be done by compulſion, they preſently 
yielded up the cattle. Shortly after this a great diffe- 
rence happened betwixt the ſons of Prince Owen, 
Howel, and Conan, and their uncle Cadwalader ; 
whereupon the former entered with an army into the 
country of Merioneth, and committed great waſtes 
and hoſtilities there, inſomuch that the inhabitants 


tion the people were in, and the better to draw them 


to their ſide, iſſued out their proclamation, aſſuring 


that all who would favour their country, ſhould not 


only enjoy their lives, but their former liberty and ac- 
cuſtomed privileges; upon the publication of which 
_ edict, the people returned to their own habitations, 


Having by this ſtratagem brought all the country un- 
der their own pleaſure and good will, they led their 
army before the caſtle of Cynfael, belonging to Cad- 
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flocked into ſanctuaries to ſave their lives. But tho 
poung lords finding what fearful and unſtable condi- 


walader, which he had built and ftrongly fortified, 


The government of this caſtle Cadwalader had com- 


mitted to Merfyn, abbot of Tygwyn, or the White- 


Houle ; who being ſummoned to ſurrender, by the 
brothers Howel and Conan, did not only refuſe, but 
defied their utmoſt efforts upon the place. The lords 
finding they could do no good by threats and menaces, 


judged it more convenient to make uſe of the other 
extream; and therefore promiſed the abbot a very 


high reward, if he would deliver the caſtle into their 


hands. But all proved to no effect, the abbot being 


a perſon, of more honeſty and greater honour, than 


to be corrupted to betray his truſt; told them flatly, 


That he would not deceiye his maſter's expe&ation, 


and therefore would chooſe rather to dic with honour, 
than to live with ſhame. The lords finding him in- 
ecxorable, and withal being vexed, that a churchman 


thould put ſuch a ſtop to their fortuaate proceedings, 
33 WVVß Mm 
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made ſuch a vigorous aſſault upon the caſtle, that af. 

ter they had pulled down ſome part of the walls, they 

entered in by force, and ravaged fo furiouſly, that 

they killed and wounded the whole garriſon, the ab- 

bot only eſcaping, who by the help of ſome of his 

friends in Howel's army, got away ſafe. Towards the 

_ Cloſe of this year, ſeveral perſons of note departed this 

life, among whom were Robert Earl of Gloceſter, 

and Gilbert Earl of Clare, as alſo Uchthryd biſhop of 
Llandaf, a man of great piety and learning, in whoſe 

ſee ſucceeded Nicholas ab Gurgant. 

AP. 147, The following year alſo died Bernard biſhop of Sr. 

| David's, and was ſucceeded by David Fitzgerald, then 

1148. archdeacon of Cardigan, Sometime after, Prince Owen 

_ _ Gwynedh built a caſtle in Yale, called Caſtelh y Rod- 

wyth; and his brother Cadwalader built another at 

Lhanryſtid, and beſtowed his part of Cardigan upon 

his ſon Cadwgan. Alſo Madoc the ſon of Meredith 

ap Blethyn founded the caſtle of Oſweſtry, and gave 

his nephews Owen and Meyric the ſons of Gruffydh 

ap Meredith his ſhare of Cyfeilioſſeeee. 

17149 The next year Conan ſon to Prince Owen Gwynedh | 
for certain faults and miſcarriages committed againſt 

his father, though the particulars are not diſcovered, . 

was put in priſon, where for ſome time he continued in 
cuſtody, But it fared better with his brother Howel, 

who having made his uncle Cadwalader his priſoner, 

reduced all his country, together with his caſtle ſub- 

ject ro himſelf. In South Wales, ſome buſineſs of mo- 

ment happened this year; Cadelh the ſon of Gruffydh 

ap Rhys having fortified the caſtle of Carmardhyn, 

marched with his army towards Cydwely, wafted and 

deſtroyed the whole country, and being returned home, 

Joined his army with his brothers Meredith and Rhys, 

who entering into the country of Cardigan, won that 

part called Is Aeron. This was ſucceeded by an ac- 

tion of greater importance in North Wales; ſome ir- 
reconcileable difference ariſing betwixt Prince Owen, 

and Ronde! Earl of Cheſter, quickly broke out into 

open war. The Earl made all the poſſible prepara- 
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tions the opportunity would permit, and drew toge· 
ther a conſiderable army from all parts of England, 
and which ſtrengthened and encouraged him the more, 
he was joined by Madoc ap Meredith prince of 
Powys, who diſdaining to hold his lands of prince 
Owen Gwynedh, .chote rather to fide with, and abet 
his enemies, The prince, on the other hand, was 
not backward in his preparations, and perceiving the 
enemy to come upon him, thought it not adviſeable 
to ſuffer him to advance too far into the country, 
but to ſtop and prevent his career before he ſhould 
take too firm a footing in his dominions. To this 
end he marched with his whole power as far as 
Counſylht, with full reſolution to give the earl of 
Cheſter battle, which the Engliſh were glad of, as 
thinking themſelves far more numerous, and much 
better armed and diſciplined than the Welch. But 
both armies having joined battle, they quickly fal- 
tered in their expectation of undoubted ſucceſs, 
and finding the Welch to preſs ſo irreſiſtably ſevere 
upon them, they thought it wiſer to retire, and en- 
deavour to fave themſelves by flight, But the 
Welch purſued them ſo hard, that few eſcaped 
without being either ſlain or taken priſoners, and 
they ſome of the chief commanders, who through the 
fleetneſs of cheir horſes, avoided the fury of their 
purſuers. 
The next year, the ſcene of action removed to A. p. 1150. 
South-Wales, Cadelh, Meredith and Rhys, the ſons of 
_ Grutfydh ap Rhys prince of South Wales, being en- 
tered with an army into Cardigan, won all the country 
from Howel the prince of North- Wales's fon, except- 
ing the caſtle of Lhanfihangel in Pengwern, The 
ſiege of Lhanryſtyd caſtle proved ſo difficult and 
unmanageable, that the young lords of South-Wales 
Joſt a great part of their braveſt ſoldiers before it, 
which ſo troubled and vexed them, that when they 
got poſſeſſion of the caſtle, they put all the garriſon 
to the ſword, From thence they marched to 'Yſtrat- 
meyric caſtle, which after they had won, manned 
and re-fortified,, they diſbanded their forces, and re- 
turned 
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turned home, But Cadelh, the eldeſt of the brothers, 

was upon the point of receiving his laſt blow b 
treachery at home, which he had eſcaped from the 
enemies abroad. For ſome of the inhabitants of 
Tenbigh in Pembrokeſhire, having conceived ſome 
diſpleaſure and hatred againſt Cadelh, were reſolved 
to revenge themſelves, and to lay a trap for his 
life; and having obſerved what pleaſure he took in 
hunting, were reſolved to execute their plot, whilſt 
he was hot and eager at his ſport. Obſerving there- 
fore one day how he went a hunting with only a 
few companions, they placed themſelves in an am- 
buſcade, and when the game came that way, they 
unexpectedly ſet upon the unarmed ſportſmen, and 
having eaſily made all the reſt fly away, they wound 
ed Cadelh ſo cruelly, that he narrowly eſcaped their 
hands alive; who making ſhift to get home, lay for 
a long time dangerouſly ill, and with great difficulty 
at length recovered his life. Upon this, his bro- F 
thers Meredith and Rhys paſſed with an army into 
 Gwyr, and having burnt and deſtroyed the country 
thereabouts, they beſieged and took the caſtle of 
__ Aberlthychwr, but finding they could not keep it, they 
raſed it to the ground, and after that, returned home 
with great booty to Dynefawr, and repaired the for- 
tifications of the caſtle there. About the ſame time 

alſo, Howel, Prince Owen Gwynedh's ſon, fortified 
__JHumphry's caſtle in the valley of Caletwr. 13 
AP. 151i. But the following year, prince Owen did a very 
| barbarous action to Cunetha, his brother Cadwalhon's 
ſon, for fearing leſt that this young man ſhould lay 
| claim to any part of his eſtate as his father's right, 
* he firſt pulled out his eyes, and afterwards caſtrated 
him, for fear he ſhould beget any children, who 
might ſome time or other renew their claim and 
right to Cadwalhon's eſtate. This inhuman ſeverity 
was ſucceeded by another of no ſmall remark; Lhe- 
welyn ſon to Madoc ap Meredith having watched a 
convenient opportunity, ſet upon, and flew Stephen 
the ſon of Baldwin, But Cadwalader, Prince Owen's 
e . brother 
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brother, after a tedious impriſonment which he had 
ſuſtained through the malice and rancour of his nephew 
Howel, at length made his eſcape, and flying to the 
Iſle of Angleley, brought a conſiderable part of that 
iſland under his ſubjection. But prince Owen hear- 
ing how that his brother had got looſe from cuſtody, 
and that he was in actual poticfſion of a great part 
of Angleſey, he preſently diſpatched an army over, 
which proving too formidable to Cadwalader's party, 
he was conſtrained to eſcape to England, and to de- 
fire ſuccour from his wife's relations, who was the 
daughter of Gilbert Earl of Clare. This year Galfrede - 
Arthur, commonly called Geffrey of Monmouth, was 
made biſhop of St. Aſaph, and at the ſame time Simon 
Archdeacon of Cyfeilioc, a man of great worth and 
eſteem in his country died, | 
But the year following, Meredith and Rhys the ſonsA.D. 1752. 
of Gruffydh ap Rhys, Prince of South-Wales, laid 
fiege to Penwedic caſtle, which belonged to Howel 
Prince Owen's ſon, and after great pains and conſide- 
Table loſs of men of their fide, at laſt made themſelves _ 
maſters of it. From thence they marched by night 
to Tenby, and unexpectedly falling upon the caſtle, - 
of which one William Fitzgerald was governor, they 
ſcaled the walls before the garriſon were aware of > 
any danger, and ſo poſſefling themſelves of the caſtle, 
they fell foul u 0 the garriſon, in revenge of 
the miſchief they bad done, and further deſigned to 
their brother Cadelh. For Cadelh at this time was 
gone upon a pilgrimage, and during his abſence had 
committed his whole inheritance and all other con- 
cerns in Wales, to the care of his brethren Meredith 
and Rhys. But after the taking Tenby caſtle, they 
divided their army into two parties, with one of 
which Rhys marched to Yſtratcongen, and after great 

| havock and waſte committed there, he paſſed to  Cy- 
teilioc, which fared in like manner with Y ſtratcongen. 
Meredith, with the other party, fat before Aberavan 
caſtle, and after a ſhort ſiege won and got poſſeſſion 
of it, and then returned home with very conſider- 
able Yoo and many rich ſpoils; About the ſame 
time 
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time Rondel, earl of Cheſter, who had lived in conti. 
nual enmity and frequent hoſtility with prince Owen 
of North-Wales, departed this life, leaving his fon 
Hugh to enjoy both his titles and eſtate in England, 


and to aca the feuds and hoſtilities againſt the 


Welch, 


4. . 1163. And ſhortly after died Meredith, ſon to Gruffydh ap 


Rhys, prince of South- Wales, who was Lord of Car- 
digan, Yſtratywy, and Dyfed, being not paſſed the 


twenty-fifth year of his age; a perſon of incomparable 


valor and audacity, and in all his warlike attempts 


and atchievements very fortunate. He was pre- 
ſently followed by Geoffrey Biſhop of Llandaf, a man 
as famous for learning and a good life, as the other 


was for maſculine bravery and martial proweſs. In 


England the face of things looked very lowering, 


Henry, ſurnamed Shortmantel, the empreſs' ſon, land- 
ed in England, and in his progreſs through the coun- 


try took ſeveral caſtles, among which were Malmel- 


bury, Wallingford, and Shrewſbury. But his fury | 


was quickly appeaſed by the death of Euſtace, king 


Stephen's ſon, ſo that the ſole obſtacle for his ſucceed- 


ing to the crown, being now removed, we willingly 


concluded a peace with king Stephen, permitting him 
to enjoy the crown peaceably for his life, upon con- 
dition that himſelf was declared his ſucceſſor. But king 


Stephen did not long ſurvive this treaty ;z and then 


Henry Plantagenet, the empreſs's ſon, was crowned 


in his ſtead, Towards the beginning of King Henry's | 


reign, Rhys Gruffydh ap Rhys, king of South- Wales, 


upon apprehenſion that Owen Gwynedh had raiſed an 


army for the conqueſt of South-Wales, drew toge- 


ther all his ſtrength, and marched to Aberdyfi to face 


the enemy upon their own borders, But finding the 


reneon near Cymer, and then Egbwys Fair in Myfot, 


rumor to be falfe, and. that the prince of North- 


Wales had no ſuch deſign in hand, having built a 


caſtle at Abedyfi, which might defend the frontiers _ 
from any future. defign of his country, he returned 
back without attempting any thing farther. At the 


ſame time, Madoc ab Meredith built a caſtle at Cae- 
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was founded. About this time alſo, Mey ric, nephew 
to prince Madoc ap Meredith, made his eſcape out of 
riſon, wherein he had been detained by his uncle for 
a conſiderable time. 

The ſame year king Henry being diſpleaſed with the 
Flemings, whom his predecefſor King Stephen had 
brought over into England, iſſued out a proclama- 
tion, charging the greateſt part of them to depart his 
dominions, and to retire to their countrymen in 
Weſt-Wales, where his grandfather, Henry the firſt 
the Baſtard's ſon. had planted them. And thus that 
part of Wales, called Pembrokeſhire, was over-run 
with theſe ftrangers, who being better befriended by 
the Kings of England, than the Welch could well ex- 
pect to be, made ſure footing in that country, where 
they have ever ſince continued firm. It was the 
Engliſh policy of thoſe times to accept of any oppor- 
tunity to curb and keep under the Welch, whom 
they experienced to be none of the ſafeſt neighbours, 
and therefore the kings of England did grant any 
lands and privileges in Wales to any that would 
accept of them, which, honeſtly, they had no power 
to beſtow. 
hut this was not enough i in detriment to the Welch, A.D. 1156s 
for the year following, King Henry raiſed a very 
great army, which he gathered from all parts of Eng- _ 
fand, with purpoſe to ſubdue all North- Wales, being 
principally moved hereto, by the inſtigation of Cad- 
walader the ,prince's brother, whom Owen Gwynedh, 
for what reaſons not known, deprived of his eſtate, 
and baniſhed the country. Alſo Madoc ap Meredith, 
prince of Powis, who maligned the liberty and pri- 
vilege of the princes of North-Wales, who owned 
ſubjection to no, other than the king of England, 
whereas thoſe of Powis were obliged to do homage 
to the prince of North-Wales, did jointly conſent to 
this invitation, The king of England accepted, of 
their propoſals, led his army to Weſt-Cheſter, and 
encamped upon the marſh called Saltney, in Welch, 
Morfa-Caer-Lleon. Prince Owen, all this while, was 
not ignorant of this intended invaſion; and therefore 
having 
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time Rondel, earl of Cheſter, who had lived in conti. 
nual enmity and frequent hoſtility with prince Owen 
of North-Wales, departed this life, leaving his ſon 
Hugh to enjoy both his titles and eſtate in England, 
and to Noten the feuds and hoſtilities againſt the 
Welch, 1 

And ſhortly after died Meredith, ſon to Gruffydh ap 
Rhys, prince of South-Wales, who was Lord of Car. 
digan, Yſtratywy, and Dyfed, being not paſſed the 
twenty-fifch year of his age; a perſon of incomparable 
valor and audacity, and in all his warlike attempts 
and atchievements very fortunate, He was pre- 
ſently followed by Geoffrey Biſhop of Llandaf, a man 
as famous for learning and a good life, as the other 
was for maſculine bravery and martial proweſs. In 
England the face of things looked very lowering, 
Henry, ſurnamed Shortmantel, the empreſs” ſon, land- 
ed in England, and in his progreſs through the coun. 


try took ſeveral caſtles, among which were Malmeſ- 
bury, Wallingford, and Shrewſbury. But his fury 
was quickly appeaſed by the death of Euſtace, king 


Stephen's ſon, ſo that the ſole obſtacle for his ſucceed- _ 


ing to the crown, being now removed, we willingly | 
concluded a peace with king Stephen, permitting him 
to enjoy the crown peaceably for his life, upon con- 
dition that himſelf was declared his ſucceſſor. But king 
Stephen did not long ſurvive this treaty ; and then 
Henry Plantagenet, the empreſs's ſon, was crowned 
in his ſtead, Towards the beginning of King Henry's 


reign, Rhys Gruffydh ap Rhys, king of South- Wales, 5 


upon apprehenſion that Owen Gwynedh had raiſed an 
army for the conqueſt of South- Wales, drew toge- 


ther all his ſtrength, and marched to Aberdyfi to face 


the enemy upon their own borders, But finding the 
rumor to be falfe, and. that the prince of North- 
Wales had no ſuch deſign in hand, having built a 


caſtle at Abedyfi, which might defend the frontiers 
from any future defign of his country, he returned 


back without attempting any thing farther. At the 


ſame time, Madoc ab Meredith built a caſtle at Cae- 
reneon near Cymer, and then Eglwys Fair in Myfot, 


Was 


THE HISTORY or WALES. 458 ©. 
was founded. About this time alſo, Mey ric, nephew 
to prince Madoc ap Meredith, made his eſcape out of 
priſon, wherein he had been detained by his uncle for 
a conſiderable time. 

The ſame year king Henry being difpleaſed with the 
Flemings, whom his predeceſſor King Stephen had 
brought over into England, iſſued out a proclama- 
tion, charging the greateſt part of them to depart his 
dominions, and to retire to their countrymen in 
Weſt-Wales, where his grandfather, Henry the firſt 

the Baſtard's ſon. had planted them. And thus that 
part of Wales, called Pembrokeſhire, was over-run 
with thele ſtrangers, who being better befriended by 
the Kings of England, than the Welch could well ex- 
pect to be, made ſure footing in that country, where 
they have ever fince continued firm, It was the 
Engliſh policy of thoſe times to accept of any oppor- 
runity to curb and keep under the Welch, whom 

they experienced to be none of the ſafeſt neighbours, 
and therefore the kings of England did grant any 
lands and privileges in Wales to any that would 
accept of them, which, Os they had no power 
to beſtow. 

But this was not enough i in detriment to the Welch, A. P. 15. 1 
for the year following, King Henry raiſed a very 
great army, which he gathered from all parts of Enga- 
Jand, with purpoſe to ſubdue all North-Wales, being 

principally moved hereto, by the inſtigation of Cad: 
walader the prince's brother, whom Owen Gwynedh, 
for what reaſons not known, deprived of his eſtate, 
and baniſhed the country. Alſo Madoc ap Meredith, 
prince of Powis, who maligned the liberty and pri- 
vilege of the princes of North-Wales, who owned 
ſubjection to No, other than the king of England, 
whereas thoſe of Powis were obliged to do homage 
to the prince of North-Wales, did jointly conſent to 
this invitation, The king of England accepted of 
their propoſals, led his army to Weſt-Cheſter, and 
encamped upon the marſh called Saltney, in Welch, 
Morfa-Caer-Lleon. Prince Owen, all this while, was 
not ignorant of this intended invaſion; and therefore 
| having 


— —__ 


8 - Ix; 8 a 3 
2 2 * —— * * af 
— ” "% 2 * A = WE. 6 1 2 1 Ry 2 <> 2 1 hs 
1 — 5X2 + * 1 8 r po 2 n 5 A - a „ 2 by * . 
De Cs - — Ss 5 . — Sag > — we — - . wn tn - <= po 0 * 2 ; 8 
5 — — — S Say Sod . x er ES. DOE Re _— = _— . br. $47 = * Sp ESD * 
A 7 r rr „ 2 * - : ES 5 - _ 
2 2 * /- _ a 2 wy Tf = 92 — — — 7» + hs he: — . * . ** ; ' 
EA = -E ; = . R Es 2 e354 £2 
” k 2 « A 7 ” , 


F 
A r — 


ny 

ö | 
2 | * 
2 448 
BY 
1 i 

i L 


ne NS. EE inn. 


r A 
2 r > 
a 


5 
4 
34 * 4 
2 
* 
[8 
. 
Ws... 
435 
"24 4 * 
DE. 
1 
* 9 
Taka [ 7 
1% 
4 


K 
cap. 5. 


* 
* 


Taz HISTORY or WAI. ES. 


having made all poſſible preparations to confront the 
enemy, he marched his army to the frontiers of 
England, and encamping at Baſingwerk, reſolved to 


give the Engliſh battle. King Henry underſtanding 
of the prince's reſolution, detached ſome of the 
chiefeſt troops out of the main-body, under the 


command of ſeveral earls and other lords, and 
ſent them towards the prince's camp. But after 
they had advanced ſome little way, and were paſling 
through a wood, called Coed-Eulo, David and Conon, 


prince Owen's ſons, unexpectedly ſet upon them, and 


What by the advantage of the ground, and the ſud- 


denneſs of the action, the Engliſh were born down 
with a great ſlaughter, and thoſe who ſurvived nar: 


rowly eſcaped to the king's camp. This was a very 


unwelcome beginning to king Henry ; but however, 
in order to proſper better hereafter, he thought it ad-. 
viſeable to decamp from Saltney, and to rank his 


troops along the ſea-coaſt, thinking thereby to get 


betwixt prince Owen and his country, which if he 
could effect, he was ſure to reduce the Welch to a 


very great inconveniency. But the prince, foreſee- 


ing the danger of this, retired with his army to a 
place called Cil Owen, that is, Owen's Retreat, which 


when King Henry perceived, he let fall his deſign, 


and came to Ruthlan. W. Parnus writes, that in 
this expedition againſt the Welch, King Henry was 
in great danger of his life, in paſſing through a 
ſtrait at Counſylth near Flint, where Henry Earl of 


Eſſex, who by inheritance enjoyed the office of bearing 


the ſtandard of England, being over-charged by the 


enemy, caſt down the ſame and fled, This accident 


ſo encouraged the Welch, that they bore on fo vio- 
tently, that the king himſelf narrowly eſcaped, having 


of his party Euſtace Fitz-John, and Robert Curcie, 
two valiant knights, together with ſeveral others of 
his nobility and gentry flain in the action. 
Alfter this prince Owen decamped from Cil Owen, 
and intrenched himſelf upon Bryn y Pin, where lit- 


tle of moment paſſed between the two armies, only 
ſome ſlight ſkirmiſhes happened frequently. = 
CO Sn re 5 N lenry 


We 


75 
Henry in the mean time fortified the caſtle of Ruthlan, 
and during his ſtay there, Madoc ap Meredith prince 
of Powis, failed with the Engliſh fleet to Angleſey, 
and having put ſome men on ſhore, they burnt two 
churches, and ravaged part of the country about. 
But they paid very dear for it, for all the ſtrengch of 
the iſland being met together, they ſet upon them in 
their return to their ſhips, and cut them off in ſuch a 
manner, that not one remained to bring tidings to 
the fleet of what had befel them. But they on 
board quickly perceived what had happened, and 
therefore thought it not very ſafe harbouring upon 
that coaft, but judging it more adviſeable to weigh 
anchor, they preſently ſet ſail for Cheſter; when 
they were arrived thither, they found that a peace 
was actually concluded betwixt King Henry and 
prince Owen upon this article; That Cadwalader 
ſhould have all his lands reſtored to him, and he re- 
ceived to the favour and friendſhip of his brother. 
Then king Henry leaving the caſtles of Ruthlan and 
Baſingwerk well manned and fortified, 'and having 
near the latter founded a public ſtructure for the 
order of Knights Templars, returned to England. 
But the troubles of Wales did not end with him, 
for Iorwerdh Goch ap Meredith who had taken part 
with the king of England during this war, laid ſiege 
to the caſtle of Yale, which was built by prince Owen, 
and making himſelf maſter of it, raſed it to the 
ground. i e Sod ))VV 
The next year commenced with a very unfortu- A. D. 1157. 
nate action, Ifor ap Meyric having long before caſt 
a very wiſhful eye upon the land and eftate of 
Morgan ap Owen, was now reſolved to put in exe- 
cution what he had before contrived; and as co- 
vetouſneſs ſeldom bears any regard to virtue or 
honour, he treacherouſly ſet upon him, and flew 
him; and with him fell Gurgan ap Rhys, the moſt 
famous Britiſh poet of his time. Morgan's eftate 
Ifor beſtowed upon his brother Iorwerth, who about 
the ſame time got alſo poſſeſſion of the town of 
Caer-Lheon. But theſe - inward and home-bred di- 
Bo oo os ſturbances 
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ſturbances were quickly, mitigated by a general peace; 
which was preſently after this concluded, betwixt 
the king of England and all the princes and lords of 
Wales, Rhys ab Gruffydh ap Rhys, prince of South. 
Wales, only excepted. For this prince Rhys, who 


probably would not rely too far upon the king of 
_ England's fidelity, refuſed to conſent to a peace; but 


however, to ſecure himſelf the beſt he could from the 


Engliſh, whom he had no ſmall reaſon: to be afraid 


of, he thought it his belt prudence to iſſue out his 
orders, commanding his ſubjects to remove their 
cattel and other effects to the wilderneſs of Tywy, 


where they were like to remain ſecureſt from the 


eyes and reach of the enemies. But he had not 


continued there long, when he received a more po- 
ſitive expreſs from King Henry, commanding him 
to appear forthwith. at his court, and to accept of 
the propoſals of peace, before the joint forces of Eng. 


land and Wales were ſent to fetch him up. Prince 
Rhys, having received ſuch. a ee meſſage, 
thought it now high time to repent of what he had 


afore ſo raſhly reſolved upon, and therefore after long 
conſultation, he judged it his wiſeſt way to accept of 
the king's propoſals and to appear at court. There it 
was agreed upon, that Rhys, whoſe lands heretofore 
lay ſcattered about, and were intermixed with other 


erſon's eſtates, ſnould enjoy Cantref Mawr, and any 


Other Cantref which the king ſhould be pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon him. But contrary to this article, the 
| king aſſigned him ſeveral. lordſhips and other lands 


far remote from each other, and particularly inter- 


mixed them with the eſtates of Engliſhmen, . whom 
he was ſure would be a watch and a curb. to all the 


motions of prince Rhys. This was indeed a very po- 


litick contrivance of king Henry to keep under the 
| high and reſtleſs ſpirit of Rhys; but the juſtice of 
the action does not ſo evidently appear in breaking 
one of the chiefeſt articles of the peace, and chopping 
and beſtowing that which was not juſtly in his 
power to give. But it is manifeſtly apparent that the 
Engliſh of theſe times were mainly concerned right 


or 
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or wrong to oppreſs and keep under the Welch, of 
whoſe mortal hatred to ſubjection they had ſo fre- 
quently and fo cruelly felt. Prince Rhys was not at 

all ignorant of theſe wrongful and deceitful deal- 
ings of king Henry, but knowing himſelf to be un- 
able to redreſs theſe grievances, he thought it more 
adviſeable for a time to live quietly with a little, than 
raſhly to hazard all, But in a ſhort time he had op- 
portunity either to demand redreſs from the king, 
or elſe to endeavour it himſelf by force of arms. = 
For as ſoon as Roger earl of Clare was informed of W 
the diſtribution which the king of England had grant- = 
ed to prince Rhys, he came to king Henry, requeſt- 2 
ing of his majeſty, that he would grant him ſuch 
linds in Wales, as he could win by force of arms. 
The king readily complied with his requeſt, being 
always very forward to grant any thing which ſeem- 
ed to curb and diſcommode the Welch, and there- 
fore the earl of Clare marched with a great army 
into Cardigan, and having fortified the caſtles of 
Iſtrat-Meyric, Humphrey, Dyfi, Dynerth and Lhan- 
rhyſtyd, he made ſeveral incurſions into the country. 
In the ſame manner, Walter Clyfford who was gover- 
nor of Lhanymdhyfri caſtle, made inroads into the 
territories of prince Rhys, and after he had lain ſe- 
veral of the Welch, and made great waſte in the coun-- 
try, returned with conſiderable booty, — 
Prince Rhys as he was unable to bear theſe out- 
rages, ſo he was reſolved either to have immediate 
_ redreſs, or elſe to proclaim open war againſt the Eng- 
liſh, and therefore he ſent an expreſs to king Henry, 
complaining of the hoſtilities which his ſubjects the 
earl of Clare and Walter Clyfford had committed in 
his country, But finding the king to put him ſtill 
off with only ſmooth words and fair promiſes, and 
that he always winked at the faults of the Engliſh 
and Normans, without any farther conſultation about 
the matter, he laid ſiege to the caſtle of Lhanymdhy- 
fri, and in ſhort time made himſelf maſter of it.. 
Allo Eineon the ſon of Anarawd, Rhys's brother's 
lon, and a perſon of great valour, being gas: to 
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ſree his country from that miſerable ſervitude they 
now groaned under, and Judging withal that his uncle 
was now diſcharged from the oath he had lately worn 
to the King of England ſat before the caſtle of Hum- 
Pphrey, and having forcibly made his entrance into 
it, he put all the garriſon to the ſword, where he 
found a gieat number of horſes and armour, enough 
to arm a conſiderable body of men. And whilſt 
Eineon was thus engaged at Hurnphrey's caſtle, 
Prince Rhys perceiving that he could not enjoy any 
part of his inheritance but what he afterwards got 
by the ſword, drew all his power together and en- 
tered Cardigan, where like a moſt violent torrent, he 
cover run the country, that he left not one caſtle 
ſtanding of thoſe which his enemies had fortified, 
and fo brought all the country to his ſubjection. 
King Henry being ſore offended at the progreſs which 
Prince Rhys ſo ſuddenly made againſt him, returned 
with a great army into South Wales, but finding it to 
no purpoſe to attempt any thing againſt the Prince, 
he thought it more adviſeable to permit him to en- 
Joy all that he had gotten, and only to take hoſtages 
for his obſerving of peace during his abſence out of 
the kingdom, which Prince Rhys. promiſing to do, 
he forthwith returned to England, and foon after 
went for Normandy, where he concluded a peace with 
52 the French King. e n eee ee 
A. D. 1158. But the year following, Prince Rhys of South Wales 
without any reſpect to his promiſe to King Henry laſt 
year, led his forces to Dyfed, and deſtroyed all the 
caſtles that the Normans had fortified in that country; 
and then laid ſiege to Caermardhyn. But Reynold 
Earl of Briſtol, the king's baſe ſon, being informed 
of it, called together the Earl of Clare, his brother- 
in-law Cadwalader, Prince Owen of North Waless 
brother, Howel and Conan Owen's ſons, with two 
Earls more, who with their joint forces: marched to 
raiſe the fiege. But Prince Rhys was wiſer than to 
abide their coming, and therefore upon the firſt 
intimation of ſuch great oppoſition, he retired to the 
mountains called Cefn Reſter, and there * 
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peing ſufficiently ſecure from any enemy, by the na- 
rural fortification of the place. The confederate 
army lay at Dynwylhir; and there built a caſtle, but 
finding no news or tidings of Prince Rhys, they re- 


turned home without effecting any thing of note. 
King Henry Was ſtill in Normandy, and there made 


war againft the Earl of St. Giles, for the city and 


carldom of Tholou ſe. 


. 


Towards che beginning of this year, Madoc ap 
Meredith ap Blethyn Prince of Powis died at Win- 


cheſter, whence his body was honourably conveyed 
to Powis, and buried at Mytod. He was a Prince 


very much affected to piety and religion, very cha- 


179 


titable to the neceſſitous, and good to the diſtreſſed; 


but his great fault was, that he ſtickled too hard for 
the intereſt of the Engliſh, and was always in confe- 


deracy with King Henry againſt the good ſucceſs of 


his native country. He had iſſue by his wife Su- 


Tanna, the daughter of Gruffydh ap Conan Prince of 


North Wales, three Tons, Gruffydh Maylor, Owen 
and Elis, and a daughter named Marred. He had 
alſo three natutal ſons, Owen Brogynton, Cynwric 


Efelh, and Eineon Efelh, Who though baſe born, 
yet according to the cuſtom of Wales, co- inherited 


with their brethren who were legitimate. 


* 


a particular account of the principality, afterwards 
the lordſhips of Powis, how it came to be divided 

into many ik 

came fo irtecoverably broken and weakened, that it 


was made ſubject to the Normans before the reſt of 


And here it will not be amiſs, once for all, to give 


ares and portions, and by that means be- 


Wales. For Powis before King Offa's time, reached 


eaſtwards to the rivers of Severn and Dee, in a right 


line from the end of Broxon hills to Salop, and com- 


prehended all the country between the Wye and Se- 


vern, which was antiently the eſtate of Brochwel 


Yſcithroc, of whom mention is made before, But 
after the making of Offa's dike, Powis was contracted 


into a narrower compaſs, the plain country towards 
valop being inhabited by Saxons and Normans, ſa 


that the length of 5 reached fiorth-eaſt from Pul- 


ford 
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ford bridge to Lhangiric pariſh on the confines 
Cardiganſhire, to the ſouth-weſt, and the breadth 

from the fartheſt part of Cyfeilioc weſtward, to Fl. 
mere on the eaſt-ſide. This principality, Roderic the 
Great gave to his youngeſt ſon Merfyn, in whoſe po- 
ſterity it remained entire, till the death of Blethyn 2p 
Cotes. who though he had divided it betwixt his 
ſons Meredith and Cadwgan; yet it came again whole 
and entire to the poſſeſſion of Meredith ap Blethyn, 
But he.again broke the union, and left it between his 
two ſons Madawc and Gruffydh ; the firſt of which 
was married to Suſanna the daughter of Gruffydh a 
Conan Prince of North Wales, and had with her that 
part, afterward called by his name, Powis Fadoc, 
After his death, this lordſhip was divided alſo be. 
twixt his ſons Gruffydh Maelor, Owen ap Madayc, 
and Owen Brogynton, which laſt, though baſeh 
born, had however, for his incomparable valour and 
courage, a ſhare of his father's eſtate, namely, Edeyr- 
neon and Dinmael, which he left to his ſons Gruffydh, 
Blethyn and Iorwerth. Owen Madawc had to his por- 
tion Mechain-is-Coed, and had iſſue Lhewelyn and 
Owen Fychan. But Gruffydh Maelor the eldeſt fon, | 
lord of Bromfield, had to his part, both the Maelors 
with Mochnant-is-Raydar, and married Angharad the 
daughter of Owen Gwynedh Prince of North Wales, b) 
whom he had iſſue one ſon named Madawc, who held 
his father's inheritance entirely, and left it ſo to his 
only ſon Gruffydh, who was called. Lord of Dinas 
Bran, becauſe he lived in that caſtle : he married Em- 
ma the daughter of James Lord Audley, by whom he 
had iſſue Madawe, Lhewelyn, Gruffydh and Owen. 
This Gruffydh ap Madawc took part with King Henry 
the Third and Edward the Firſt againſt the Prince of 
North Wales; and therefore for fear of the ſaid prince, 
he was forced to keep himſelf ſecure within his caſtle | 
of Dinas Bran, which being ſituated upon the ſum- 
mit of a very ſteep hill, ſeemed impregnable to all 
the daring efforts that could be uſed againſt it. Af. 
ter his death, Edward the Firft dealt very unkindly 
with his children, who were of age to manage their 
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own concerns; and making two of them' privately 


away, beſtowed the wardſhip of Madoc his eldeſt ſon, 
who had by his father's will, the lordſhips of Brom- 
field and Yale, with the reverſion of Maelor Saeſnec 


Hopeſdale and Mouldſdale his mother's Jointure, on 
John Earl Warren ; and the wardſhip of Lhewelyn, 
to whoſe ſhare fell the lordſhips of Chirke and Nan- 


heudwy, to Roger Mortimer, third fon to Roger Mor- 
timer the ſon of Ralph Mortimer, Lord Mortimer of 
Wigmor. But Emma, Gruffydh's wife, having in her 


poſſeſſion for her dowry, Maelor Saeſnec, Hopeſdale, 
and Moulſdale with the preſentation of Bangor rec- 


tory ; and ſeeing two of her ſons difinherited and done 


away, and the fourth dead without iſſue, and doubting 


leſt Gruffydh her only ſurviving child could not long 


continue, ſhe conveyed her eſtate to the Audley's, 
her own kin, who getting poſſeſſion of it took the 


ſame from the king, from whom it came to the 


houſe of Derby, where it continued for a long time; 


till at length it was fold to Sir John Glynne, ſerjeant 


at law, in whoſe family it ſtill remaineth. But Earl 
Warren and Roger Mortimer forgetting what ſignal 
ſervice Gruffydh ap Madoc had performed for the 
king, guarded their new poſſeſſions with fuch caution 


and ſtrictneſs, that they took eſpecial care they ſhould 
never return to any of the poſterity of the legal pro- 


prietor ; and therefore having obtained the king's pa- 
tent, they began to ſecure themſelves in the ſaid lord- 


ſhips. John Earl Warren began to build Holt caſtle, 


which was finiſhed by his ſon William, and ſo the 
lordſhips of Bromfield and Yale continued in the 


name of the Earls of Warren for three deſcents, viz, 
John, William and John, who dying without iſſue; 


the ſaid lordſhips, together with the earldom of War. 


ren deſcended to Alice ſiſter and heir to the laſt John 


Earl Warren, who was married to Edmond Fitz 
Alan Earl of Arundel, in which houſe they remained 
for three. deſcents, namely, Edmund, Richard, Richard 
his ſon, and Thomas Earl of Arundel. But for want 
of iſſue to this laſt, Thomas Earl of Arundel and 
Warren, the ſaid lordſhips fell to two of his ſiſters, 
N 3 1 whereof 
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ther's eltate entire, and married Gyrplhiam the davgi- 
| 1 | | F 


Tut HISTORY or WALES; 
whereof one named Elizabeth was married to Tho- 
mas Mowbray duke of Norfolk, and the other called 


Joan, to William Beauchamp Lord of Abergavenny 
but ſince they came to the hands of Sir William Stan. 


ley knight, who being attainted of High treaſon, they 


devolved by forteiture to the crown, and now are an- 


nexed to the principality of Wales. But Roger Mor. 
timer the other ſharer in the lands of Gruffydh ap 


Madoc, was made Juſtice of North Wales, built 
the caſtle of Chirke, and married Lucia the * 


ter and heir of Sir Robert de Wafre knight, 
whom he had iſſue Roger Mortimer, who Was s 


ried to Joan Turbervill, by whom he had John Mor- 


timer Lord of Chirke. This John fold the lordſhi 
of Chirke to Richard Fitzalan Earl of Arundel, Ed- 
mund's ſon, and fo i It was again annexed to Bromfield 


and Yale. 


The third fon af Gruffydh Lord of Dinas Bran, 


named alſo Gruffydh, had for his part Glyn Dur 
dwy, which Gruffydh ap Gruffydh had iſſue Madoc 


Crupl, who was the father of Madoc Fychan, the 
8 of Gruffydh, the father of Gruffydh Fychan, 


Who was the father of Owen Glyndwr, who rebel- 
ling in the days of Henry the Fourth, Glyndwrdwy 
by confiſcation came to the King, of whom it was af- 
terwards purchaſed by Robert Saliſbury of Rug, in 


whoſe family it ſtill remaineth. Owen the fourth fon 
of Gruffydh Lord of Dinas Bran had for his ſhare 


Cynlhaeth with the rights and privileges thereunto 


belonging. The other part of Powys, comprehending 


the countries of Aruſtly, Cyfeilioc, Lhannerch-hudol, 
Cacreneon, Mochnach uwch Ray 7adr, Mechan uwch, 


Coed, Moudhwy, Deudhwr, Yfſtrad Marchelch, and 
Teir Tref, or the Three Towns, rightfully deſcended, 


to Gruffydh ap Meredith ap Blethyn, by Henry the 


Firſt, ene Lord Powis, who married Gweyryl or 
Weyryl the daughter of Urgene ap Howel ap lefaf ap | 
Cadogan ap Athleſtan Glodryth, by whom he had iſſue 
Owen ſurnamed Cyfeilioc. This Owen enjoyed his fa- 
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ter of Owen Gwynedh Prince of North Wales, who 
13 him one ſon, named Gwenwynwyn or Wenwyn- 
wyn, from whom that part of Powis was afterwards 
called Powis Wenwynwyn. He had moreover a baſe 
brother, called Caſwalhon, upon whom he beſtowed the 


countries of Swydh Lhannerch Hudol, and Brani- 


arth. Gwenwynwyn ſucceeded his father in all his 
eſtate, ſaving what Caſwalhon enjoyed, and married 
Margaret the daughter of Rhys ap Theodor Prince 
of South Wales, by whom he had Gruffydh ap Gwen- 
wynwyn, who ſucceeding his father in all his poſ- 
ſelſions, had iſſue fix ſons, by Margaret the daugh- 
ter of Robert Corbet, brother to Thomas Lord Cor- 
bet of Cous; and ſo the entire eſtate of Gruffyqh 
ap Meredith ap Blethyn Lord of Powis, became 


ſhattered, and torn into divers pieces. Owen, Gruf- 
fydh ap Gwenwynwyn's eldeſt fon, had for his part 
Aruſtly, Cyfeilioc, Lhannerch Hudol, and a part of 


Caereneon; Lhewelyn had Mochnant uwch Rayadr 
and Mechain uwch Coed; John the third ſon, had 
the fourth part of Caerencon ; William had Moug- 
hwy; Gruffydh Fychan ha: Deudhwr Yiſtrat-Mar- 


chelh, and Teir Tref; and David the fixth and 
youngeſt ſon, had the other fourth part. of Caere- 


neon. 6 ap Gruffydh had iſſue one only daugh- 


ter, named Hawys Gadarn, or the Hardy, whom he 


left his heir; but her uncles Lhewelyn, John, Grut- 
fydh Fychan and David, thinking it an eaſy matter 
to diſpoſſeſs an orphan, challenged the lands of their 
brother Owen, alledging for a cloak to their uſur- 


pation, that a woman was not capable of holding any 
lands in that country. But Hawys made ſuch friends 


in England, that her caſe was made known to King 
Edward the Second, who beſtowed her in marriage 


upon a ſervant of his, named John Charleton, termed 
Valectus domini regis, who was born at Appley rear 


Wellington, in the county of Salop, anno One thou- 
| fand two hundred ſixty-eight, and in her right, 
created him Lord Powis. f 
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This John Charleton Lord Powis, being aided and 
ſupported by the King of England, quickly broke 
all their meaſures ; and having taken Lhewelyn, 
John, and David, his wives uncles, he put them in 
ſafe cuſtody, in the king's caſtle of Harlech ; and 
then obtained a writ from the King to the She. 
riff of Shropſhire, and to Sir Roger Mortimer, 


Lord of Chirkland, and Juſtice of North Wales, for 


the apprehenſion of Gruffydh Fychan, with his ſons- 
in-law, Sir Roger Chamber and Hugh Montgomery, 


who were then in actual hoſtility againſt him and his 


wife Hawys. But Gruffydh Fychan and his accom- 


27 5 ſuſpecting their own ſtrength, and having loſt 


homas Earl of Lancaſter, their main ſupport, thought 


it moſt adviſeable to ſubmit themſelves to the king's 


+ marie touching the difference betwixt them and 
awys; who finding upon record, how that Gruf. 


fuycdh ap Meredith, anceſtor to the ſaid Hawys, upon 


his ſubmiſſion to King Henry the Firſt, became ſub. 


 Je&t to the King of England, and thereupon was 


created Baron of Powis, which barony he and his 


poſterity had ever ſince held in capite from the king; 


was of opinion, that Hawys had more right to her fa- 
ther's poſſeſſions now in their hands, than any pretence 


they could lay to her eſtate. But to make a final de. 


termination of this matter, and to compoſe the diffe- 


rence more amicably betwixt them; it was agreed, 
that Hawys ſhould enjoy her inheritance in fee-ſimple 
to her and her heirs for ever, after the tenure of Eng- 


land; and that her uncles Lhewelyn, John, David, 


and Gruffydh, ſhould quietly enjoy their portion, 
and the ſame to deſcend to their heir males perpetual- 
ly; but in default of ſuch heir males, the ſame was 


| to deſcend to Hawys and her heirs. But William Lord 


of Moudhwy, the fourth brother, called otherwiſe | 
| Wilcock Mowdhwy, becauſe he did not join with 


the reſt againſt Hawys, had all his lands confirmed 
to. him, and to all his heirs, both male and female 
for ever. He married Elianor, the ſiſter of Elen, 


Owen Glyndwr's mother, who was lineally deſcended 


from Rhys ap Theodore, Prince of South Wales, by | 


whom 
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whom he had iſſue John de Mowdhwy; whoſe daugh- 
ter Elizabeth, being heir to his whole eſtate, was mar- 
ried to one Sir Hugh Burgh, knight. His ſon Sir 
John Burgh, Lord of Moudhwy, married Jane the 
daughter of Sir William Clapton of Gloceſterſhire, 
by whom he had four daughters, Elizabeth, Ancreda, 


Tſabel and Elianor; the firſt of whom was married to 


Thomas Newport, the ſecond to John Leighton of 


Stretton; the third to John Lingen; and the younger 


to Tho. Mytton; who, by equal diſtribution, had the 
lordſhip of Modhwy divided betwixt them 


But John Charleton Lord of Powis had iſſue by his 


wife Hawys, a ſon named John, who enjoyed the 


ſame lordſhip for about ſeven years, and then left it 


to his ſon, of the ſame name, who was Lord of 
Powis fourteen years; and then it deſcended to his 


ſon, called alſo John Charelton who enjoyed his fa- 


ther's eſtate twenty-ſeven years; but dying without 
iſſue, the lordſhip of Powis fell to his brother Ed- 
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ward Charleton. This Edward had iſſue by his wife 


Elianor, the daughter and one of the heirs of Thomas 


Earl of Kent, and the widow of Roger Mortimer 
Earl of March, two daughters, Jane and Joyce; the 


firſt of which was married to Sir John Gray, knight 


and the ſecond to John Lord Tiptott, whoſe ſon was 


by King Henry VI. created Earl of Worcefter, But 


atter the death of Elianor, this Edward Lord Powis 
married Elizabeth the daughter of Sir John Barkley, 


knight; and ſo after his death, which happened in 


the year 1420, the lordſhip of Powis was divided into 
three parts, whereof his widow Elizabeth had for 


her jointure Lhannerch Hudol, Yſtrad Marchelh, 


Deudhwr and Teirtref , and was afterwards married 


to Lord Dudley, Jane his eldeſt daughter had Ca- 


ereneon, Mechain, Mochnant, and Plaſdinas; and 


Joyce had Cyfeilioc, and Aruſtly. But the lordſhip 


of Powis continued in the family of Sir John Gray, 


for five deſcents, in right of his wife Jane; the laſt 
of whom, Edward Gray, Lord Powis, married Anne, 


one of the daughters and co-heirs of Charles Bran- 


don, duke of Suffolk, and died without any lawful 


iſſue. 


* 
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Doge iſſue. This Edward Lord Powys, in 15 Henry VII. 


Bar. Engl, 


accompanied the Duke of Suffolk in the expedition 
then made into France, and was at the taking of 
Bray, and other places then won from the French, 
And in 36 Henry VIII. being again ready to march 
in the King's ſervice, he made his laſt teſtament 
whereby he ſettled the ſucceſſion of his whole ba— 
rony and lordſhip of Powys, his caſtle and manor of 
Pool, with divers other lordſhips in the county of 
Montgomery, and all the reſt of his eſtate in the 
county of Salop, upon the heirs of his own body lay. 
fully begotten, or to be begotten; and in default of 
ſuch iſſue, his caſtle and manor of Charlton and Pon- 
tiſbury in Shropſhire, upon Jane Orwell, daughter of 
Sir Lewis Orwell, knight, and her aſſigns, during her 
natural life. And in caſe he ſhould die without any | 
iſſue of his own body lawfully begotten, that then 
Edward Grey, his illegitimate fon by the ſame Jane 
Orwell, ſhould have and enjoy his ſaid barony and 
manor of Powis, his caſtle and manor of Pool, 

and all other his lordſhips in the county of Mont- 
gomery; with the reverſion of the caſtle and ma- 
nor of Charlton and Pontiſbury, to him and his 
heirs lawfully begotten 3 and for lack of ſuch iſſue, 
to remain to that child, in caſe it ſhould be a fon, 
wherewith the fame Jane Orwell was then great by 
him, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten. 


But if it ſhould not prove a ſon, or if the ſon die 


without iſſue, then that the whole barony of Powis 
and all the premiſes before-mentioned, ſhould come 
to Jane Grey his daughter, and to the heirs of her 


body lawfully begotten ; and for lack of ſuch iſſue, 


to Anne Grey, his other daughter, and heirs of her 

body lawfully begotten ; and laſtly for default of ſuch 
iffue, to ſuch woman-child as ſhould be born of the | 
body of the ſaid Jane Orwell. But after Edward 

Grey, the title of Lord of Powis lay extinct to the 
fifth year of King Charles I. when Sir William Her- 
bert ſon of Sir Edward Herbert of Redcaſtle (an- 
tiently called Pool- caſtle, now Powis caſtle) in the | 
county of Montgomery, ſecond ſon to William Fer 4 
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of Pembrock, was advanced to the dignity. of a Ba- 
ron of the realm, by the title of Lord Powis of Powis, 
in the marches of Wales; in whoſe family it ſtill con- 
tinues, though the title has been changed from a Ba- 
ron to an Earl, and ſince to a Marquiſs. 
About the ſame time that the Prince of Powis died, 
Cadwalhon ap Madawe ap Ednerth, who had been 
{or ſome conſiderable time at variance with his bro- 
ther Eineon Clyd, was taken priſoner by him; who 
| delivered him up to Owen Prince of North Wales. 
But the Prince being willing to gratify the king of 
England, whole intereſt Cadwalhon has as much as in 
him lay oppoſed, ſent him to the king's officers to be 
jmpriſoned at Wincheſter ; from whence he quickly 
Hand a way to eſcape: and by the advice of the reſt 
of his brethren he returned home to his country. 
King Henry continued all this while in Normandy, 
and during his ſtay there, a match was concluded up- 
on betwixt his ſon Henry and Margaret daughter to 
Lewis king of France. But this new alliance could AD. 1166. 
not prevent theſe two monarchs from falling at vari- 
ance with each other, which happened the year fol- 
lowing ; and thereupon King Henry marched with his 
army into Gaſcoyne, to quell certain rebels, who upon 
firſt notice of this breach between both kings, were 
up in arms againſt the Engliſh. But the next year, a 1161. 
peace was again concluded, and ſo all things returned 
to their former ſtate of amity and quietneſs. 
But it was not ſo in Wales; for Howel the ſon of 
levaf ap Cadwgan ap Athleſtan Glodryth, having got 
into his hand the caſtle of Walwern in Cyfeilioc, Tated 
it to the ground, which ſo incenſed Prince Owen, who 
was owner of it, that nothing could lay his fury, till 
he had drawn his forces rogether, and made an incur- 
fion into Lhandhinam in "Aruſtly, Howes country; 
which he cruelly harraſſed, and carried away confider- 
able booty. The cople of the country perceiving 
theſe devaſtations of the North Wales men, came to- 
gether to the number of three hundred men, offering 
Wey ſeryice to their natural Lord, Howel ap lefaf 
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who upon this addition of ſtrength, followed the ene. 
my to the banks of Severn, where they were en. 
camped. Prince Owen finding them to march after 
him, was glad of the opportunity to be further re. 
venged upon Howel; and ſo turning ſuddenly upon 
them, he flew about two hundred men; the reſt nar. 
rowly eſcaping with Howel to the woods and rocks, 
Owen being more joyful for the revenge he had taken 
of Howel, than for any victory he had gained, re. 
built Walwern caſtle, and having well fortified and 
manned it, returned home to North Wales. 


AP. 1162. The year following, the like thing happened | 


Owen the ſon of Gruffydh ap Meredith, commonly 


called Owen Cyfeilioc o Wynedh, together with Owen 
ap Madawc ap Meredith, and Meredith ap Howel, 
ſet upon Carrechofa caſtle near Oſweſtry, and having 


_ over-powered the garriſon, committed great waſte 


and deſtruction therein. But about the ſame time, 
a pleaſant paſſage happened in England; Robert 
Mountford and Henry de Eſſex, who had both foughr 


againſt the Welch upon the marches, and both run, 


began now to impeach each other, as being the firſt 


occaſion of flying. The diſpute was to be tried by 
combat, in which being engaged, Henry was over- 


come; and for his falſe accuſing of Robert, he was 


ſentenced to have his eſtate forfeited, and then having 


his crown ſhorn, he was entered a monk at Redding. 
Within a little after, King Henry calling to mind 


what Prince Rhys had committed during his abſence 
out of the kingdom, drew up a great army againſt 


South Wales, and having marched as far as Pencadyr 


near Brecknock, Rhys met him, and did his homage; 
and having delivered up hoſtages for his future beha- 


warch ; as alſo Cadwgan ap Meredith in like man- 


viour, ſtopped the king's farther progreſs, ſo that 


thence he returned to England. But after the king's 
departure, two very unlucky accidents happened 1n 
Wales; Eineon the ſon of Anarawd ap Gruffydh, ne- 
phew to Prince Rhys, being villainouſly murdered in 
his bed by his own ſervant, called Walter ap Lhy- 


ner; 
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ner, by one Walter ap Riccart, But the loſs of his 
nephew Prince Rhys made up, by poſſeſſing himſelf 
of that large country called Cantref Mawr, and the 
land of Dynefowr, which he afterwards enjoyed, Of 
men of learning there died this year, Cadifor ap Da- 
niel, archdeacon of Cardigan; and Henry ap Arthen, 
the greateſt ſcholar that had flouriſhed in Wales for 
many years. | | | TOTO | 
The next year, a total rupture broke forth betwixtA.D. 1163. 
the Engliſh and Welch; Prince Rhys, a man of an 
active and uncontroulable ſpirit, being now experi- 
mentally ſenſible he could never carry on the greatneſs 
and grandeur of his quality, with ſuch lands as the 
king of England had allotted him, made an invaſion 
into the lordſhip of Roger de Acre Earl of Gloceſter 
being moved thereto in a great meaſure, by reaſon that 
his nephew Anarawd ap Gruffydh was murdered by 
his motive and inſtigation. Being advanced with a 
ſtrong army into the Earl of Gloceſter's eſtate, with- 
out any great oppoſition he took Aberheidol caſtle, 
with thoſe belonging to the ſons of Wyhyaon ; all 
which he raſed to the ground. Thence he marched to 
Cardigan, bringing all that country under his ſubjec- 
tion; and from thence he marched againſt the Fle- 
mings, whoſe country he cruelly harraſſed with fire 
and ſword. The reſt of the eſtates of Wales, per- 
ceiving Prince Rhys to proſper ſo ſucceſsfully againſt 
the Engliſh, thought they might equally ſucceed, and 
ſhake off the Engliſh yoke, which 1o unreaſonably op- 
preſſed them. And therefore they unanimouſly agreed 
to caſt off their ſubjection to the Engliſh, whoſe ty- 
ranny they could no longer bear, and to put over them 
princes of their own nation, whoſe ſuperiority they 
could better tolerate. And ſo this year concluded with 
making ſuitable preparations for the following cam- 
And therefore as ſoon as the time of year for action 1164. 
was advanced, David ſon of Owen Prince of North- 
Wales fell upon Flintſhire, which pertained to the 
king of England; and carrying off all the people and 
cattle with him, brought them to Dyffryn hr 
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otherwiſe Ruthyn land. King Henry underſtanding 
this, gathered together his forces, and with all ſpeed 
marched to defend both his ſubjects and towns from 
the incurſions and depredations of the Welch. Being 
come to Ruthlan, and encamped there three days, he 
quickly perceived he could do no great matter, by 
reaſon that his army was not ſufficiently numerous; 
and therefore he thought 1t more adviſeable to return 
back to England, and to augment his forces, before 
he ſhould attempt any thing againſt the Welch. And 


accordingly he levied the moſt choſen men throughout 
all his dominions of England, Normandy, Anjou, Gaſ— 


coin and Gwien; beſides thoſe ſuccours from Flanders 
and Britain; and then ſet forward for North Wales, 


purpoſing to deſtroy without mercy every living thing 
he could poſſibly meet with; and being advanced as 


far as Croes-Oſwalt, called Oſweſtry, he encamped 


there. On the other ſide, Prince Owen and his bro: 
ther Cadwalader, with all the ſtrength of North Wales; 
Prince Rhys with thoſe of South Wales; Owen Cy- 


feilioc and Madawc ap Meredith with all the power of 


Powis; the two ſons of Madawc ap Ednerth, with 


the people living betwixt- the rivers. of Severn and 
Wye, met together, and pitched their camp at Corwen _ 
in Edeyrneon, intending unanimouſly” to defend theit 
country againſt the king of England. King Henry 


underſtanding that they were ſo near, was very de- 
ſirous to come to battle; and to that end he re- 
moved to the banks of the river Ceireoc, cauſing all 


the woods thereabouts to be cut down, for fear of 


any ambuſhment lurking therein, and for a more 
clear proſpect of the enemy. But ſome of the Welch 
took advantage of this opportunity, -who being well 
acquainted with the paſſage, without the knowledge 


of their officers, fell upon the king's guard, where all 


won the paſſage, and ſo marched on to the mountain 
of Berwyn, where he lay ſometime without any ho- 


the pikemen were poſted ; and after a hot skirmifh, | 
ſeveral were ſlain on both ſides. But in fine, the Ing 


ſtility on either ſide, both armies ſtanding in fear of 
each other. The Engliſh kept the open plains; and 


were 
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were afraid to be entrapped in the ſtreights and nar- 
row paſſages z and the Welch on the other hand 
watched the advantage of the place, and obſerved the 
Engliſh ſo narrowly, that neither forage or victuals 
could paſs to the king's camp. And what augmented 
the miſery of the Engliſh army, there happened to 
fall ſuch a rain, that mightily diſturbed their gene, 
ment, in ſo much that the ſoldiers could ſcarcely ſtand, 
for the diſadvantage of thoſe ſlippery hills. But in 


a very conſiderable loſs of men and ammunition, be- | 
fides the great charges of this expedition, was com- 
pelled to return back to England. But to expreſs | 
the great diſſatisfaction he entertained of this enter- 
prize, in a great fury he plucked out the eyes of the 
hoſtages, which he had ſome time afore received from 
the Welch; which were Rhys and Cadwalhon the ſong 
of Owen Prince of North Wales, and Cynric and 
Meredith the ſons of Rhys of South Wales. Some 
write, that in aſſailing of a bridge, the king was in 
no ſmall danger of his life; one of the Welch havin 

aimed directly at him, was like to pierce him throu 4 
the body, had not Hubert de Clare, Conſtable of ww 
cheſter, who perceived the arrow a-coming thru 


his own life. 

But though King Henry was ſhamefully forced to 
return to England, yet he did not give over the 
thoughts of ſubduing the Welch; and therefore after 
2 long conſultation, he made a chird expedition into 
Wales, conveying his army by ſea, as far as Cheſter. 


tered; and inſtead of a deſign againſt Wales, he un- 
expectedly diſmiſſed his whole army. Prince Rhys 
was glad of this opportunity, and therefore withdraws 
ing his forces from the confederate army, he marched 
to the ſiege of Aberteifi caſtle, which being ſurren- 


INS 


the end King Henry was forced to. decamp, and after 


himſelf betwixt the king and 1t, though to the loſs of 5 


There he ſtaid for ſome time, till all his fleet, as well 
thoſe ſhips that he had hired out af Ireland; as his - 
own, were all arrived. But when they were all come 
together, and got ſafely to Cheſter, his mind was ab- 


ered to him, he raſed to the ground. From thence 
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192 TAE HISTORY or WALES. 
be got before Cilgerran, which he uſed after the ſame 
manner, and therein took priſoner Robert the ſon of 
Stephen his couſin-· german, who was the ſon of Neſt 
his aunt, who after the death of Gerald, had married 
Stephen Conſtable. The joy of theſe happy ſucceſſes 
on the part of the Welch, was ſomewhat clouded by 
the death of Lhewelyn, ſon of Owen Prince of North 
Wales, a perſon of great worth and exceedingly well 
5 beloved of all his country. 15 4 
A. P. 165. And now the Welch being ſomething ſecure from 
any invaſion from the Engliſh there roſe up another 
enemy to create them diſturbance; the Flemings and 
Normans finding the Engliſn to fail in their attempt 
againſt the Welch, thought they might with better 
ſucceſs quell and ſubdue them. And therefore they 
came to Weſt Wales with a great army, and laid liege 
to the caſtle of Cilgerran, which Rhys had lately for- 
tified ; but after two different aſſaults, they were man- 
fully beat back, and forced to depart home again, 
But what the Flemings could not affect againſt the 
Welch in South Wales, the Welch eaſily brought 
about againſt the Engliſh in North Wales ; for Prince 
Owen having beſieged Balingwerk caſtle, then in the 
poſſeſſion of the king of England, without much 
time ſpent, made himſelf maſter of it. But it was 
always the misfortune of the Welch, that. when they 
found themſelves ſecure from any enemy abroad, they 
were ſure to quarrel and fall out at home; though in- 
deed it could not be well otherwiſe expected, where 
ſo many petty ſtates endeavoured ſtill to ſurmount | 
and out-vie one another. And now when all things 
went very ſucceſsfully of their ſides, in oppoſition to 
the Engliſh; two ambitious perſons began to kindle | 
a flame in their own boſoms ; Owen Cyfeilioc the ſon 
of Gruffydh ap Meredith Lord of Powis, and Owen 
Fychan ſecond ſon to Madawe ap Meredith, forcibly 
diſpoſſeſſed Iorwerth Goch of his eſtate in Powis, 
which they divided betwixt themſelves; Mochnant 
uwaeh Rayadr to Owen Cyfeilioc, and Mochnant is 
Rayadr to Owen Fychan. Wh 30 


F 
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But the reſt of the princes, of Wales could not A. D. 2766. 
brook this injury done to Iorwerth Goch; and there 
fore Owen Prince of North Wales, with his brother 
Cadwalader, and Rhys Prince of South Wales, went 
with an ak, into Powis againſt Owen Cyfeilioc, 
and having chaſed him out of the country, they be- 
ſtowed Cacreneon upon Owen Fychan, to hold it of 
Prince Owen; and Rhys had Walwern, by reaſon that 
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it lay near his own territories. But within a while af- 1 
ter, Owen Cyfeilioc returned with a numerous band 1 
of Normans and Engliſh along with him, and laid YM 
ſiege to the caſtle of Caereneon, which he burnt to l 
the ground, But the loſs of this place was made up 9 
by the taking of Ruthlan caſtle, which Owen, Rhys, 1 
and Cadwalader jointly beſieged; and which was ſo = 
ſtrongly fortified, and ſo manfully defended, that it. 9 
coſt them three months before they could make «i 
themſelves maſters of the place. Afterwards they = 

| won the caſtle of Preſtatyn, and reduced the whole 9 
country of Tegengl, ſubject to Prince Owen; and 9 
then returned home to their reſpective dominions. = 
And from henceforward nothing of moment was tranſ- 1167. = 
_ ated, during the remainder of Prince Owen's reign, 1 
only his ſon Conan moſt unmercifully flew Urgeney 7 
abbot of Lhwythlawr, together with his nephew _ 1 
Lhawthen. But a little after, Prince Rhys of South 17638. 9 
Wales releaſed out of priſon his nephew Robert, ant 
ſon to Stephen Conſtable, whom as is ſaid before, he 1 
had taken at the ſiege of Cilgarran caſtle, and ſent 7 
him to Ireland to the aid of Dermot the ſon of Mur- = 
chart king of Linſter, who was then in actual war 4 
with the king of Leimſter. With him and his bro- = 
ther Morris Fitz-Gerald, and their nephews Robert Þ 
Meyler and Raymond, went over a ſtrong detach- , 
ment of Welchmen, under the command of Richard = 
Strongbow Earl of Strigule, who were the chief $ 
motive of the conqueſt of Ireland, when it was firſt Y 
brought in ſubjection to the crown of England. .. 1 
But the next year, Owen Gwynedh ſon of Gruf- 1188. 4 
fydh ap Conan prince of North Wales, departed = 
this life in the two and thirtieth year of his reign. Z 


wa * G 
By tes III — . — 2 — 
r ar a} 
—_— > 


* * 1 


4. D. nö He was a wiſe and valourous prince, ever form: 
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their valour, than by their birth and parentage. He 


| wyn, he had David,] Roderic, Cadwalhon abbot of 


| children, as Conan, Lhewelyn, Meredith, Edal, 


Philip, and Ryrid Lord of Clochran in Ireland, Of 
ttheſe, Run, Lhewelyn, and Cynwric died before their 
father; and the reſt will be mentioned in the ſequel 
of this hiſtory, ST DEE 


0 himſelf and took upon him the government. But 
David, who was legitimately born, could not brook 
that a baſtard ſhould aſcend his father's throne 3 and 


P RIN CE Owen Gwynedh being dead, the ſuc- 
ceſſion was of right to deſcend to his eldeſt legitimate 


upon him the government of North Wales, There- 


in hopes of ſucceeding their father; but Howel, who | 
was of all the eldeſt, but baſe born, begotten of an 


i . 
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nate and victorious in all his undertakings, info. 
much, as he never undertook any defign but what 
he accompliſhed. He had by different women #. 
veral iſſues, who got themſelves greater eſteem by 


had by Gwaldus the daughter of Lhywarch ap Tra- 
haern ap Caradoc, Iorwerth Drwyndwn, or the 
Broken Noſe, Conan Maelgon, and Gwenlhian; by 
Chriſtian the daughter of Grono ap Owen ap Ed. 


Bardſey and Angharad, afterwards married to Gruf. | 
fydh Maylor. He had by other women ſeveral other 


Rhun, Howel, Cadelb, Madawc, Eineon, Cynwric, 


4 
—— 
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ſon, Iorwerth Drwyndwn, otherwiſe called Edward 
with the Broken Noſe ; but by reaſon 'of that ble- 
miſh upon his face, he was laid aſide ag unfit to take 


fore his younger brothers 7 every one to aſpire, 


Iriſh woman, finding they could not agree, ſtept in 


3 therefore 


| Tus HISTORY or WALES. | 
therefore he made all the preparations poſſible to pull 
kim down. Howel on the other hand was as reſolute 


to maintain his ground, and was not willing ſo quick- 


ly to deliver up, what he had not very long got poſ- 
ſeſſion of; and ſo both brothers meeting together in 
the field, were reſolved to try their title by the point 
of the ſword. The battle had not laſted long, but 
Howel was flain; and then David was unanimouſl 
proclaimed and ſaluted Prince of North Wales, which 
principality he enjoyed without any moleſtation, till 
Lhewelyn, Iorwerth Drwyndwn's fon came of age, as 


will hereafter appear. But Madawc, another of Owen 
Gwynedh's ſons, finding how his brothers contended for 


the principality, and that his native country was like 


to be turmoiled in a civil war, did think it his better 
prudence to try his fortune abroad; and therefore 
leaving North Wales in a very unſettled condition, 
ſailed with a ſmall fleet of ſhips which he had rigged 
and manned for that purpoſe, to the weſtward ; and 
leaving Ireland on the north, he came at length to an 


unknown country, where moſt things appeared to him 
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new and uncuſtomary, and the manner of the natives + 


far different from what he had ſeen in Europe. This , 
country, ſays the learned H. Lhoyd, muſt of neceſ- 
ſity be ſome part of that vaſt tract of ground, of which 


the Spaniards, ſince Hanno's time, boaſt themſelves to 


be the firſt diſcoverers ; and which by order of Coſ- 
mography, ſeems to be ſome part of Nova Hiſpania 
or Florida; whereby it is manifeſt, that this country 


was diſcovered by the Britains, long before either Co 


lumbus or Americus Veſputius failed thither. But ä 1 
concerning Madawc's voyage to this country, and 1 
afterwards his return from thence ; there be many fa- = 
bulous ſtories and idle tales invented by the vulgar, | 1 
who are ſure never to diminiſh from what they hear, = 
but will add to and increaſe any fable as far as their =_ 
invention will prompt them. However ſays the fame | 1 
author, it is certain that Madawc arrived in this country, = 
and after he had viewed the fertility and pleafantneſs-of | b; 
it, he thought it expedient to invite more of his coun- \ 1 
trymen out of Britain; and therefore leaving moſt of L 
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thoſe he had brought with him already behind, he re: 


turned for Wales. Being arrived there, he began to ac. 


quaint his friends with what a fair and extenſive landhe 


bad met with, void of any inhabitants, whilſt they em- 


ployed all their {kill to ſupplant one another, only for 
a ragged portion of rocks and mountains ; and there. 
fore he would perſuade them to change their preſent 
ſtate of danger and continual claſhings for a more 
quiet .being of eaſe and enjoyment. And fo havin 

got a conſiderable number of Welch together, he bid 
his final adieu to his native country, and failed with 
ten ſhips back to them he had left behind. It is there. 
fore to be ſuppoſed, ſays our author, that Madawe 
and his people inhabited part of that country, ſince 
called Florida, by reaſon that it appears from Francis 


Loves, an author cf no ſmall reputation, that in A- 


cuſanus and other places, the people honoured and 


worſhipped the croſs 3 whence it may be naturally con- 
_ cluded, that chriſtians had been there before the com- 


ing of the Spaniards ; and who theſe chriſtians might 
be, unleſs it were this colony of Madawc's cannot be 


ealily imagined. But by reaſon that the Welch who 


came over, were not many, they intermixt in a few | 
years with the natives of the country, and ſo following 
their manners and uſing their language, they became 


at length undiſtinguiſhable from the barbarians. But 
the country which Madawc landed in, is by the learned 


Dr. Powel ſuppoſed to be part of Mexico ; for which 
conjecture he lays down theſe following reaſons ; firſt, 
as it is recorded in the Spaniſh chronicles of the con- 
queſt of the Weſt Indies, the inhabitants and natives 
of that country affirm by tradition, that their rulers 


deſcended from a ſtrange nation, which came thither 


from a ſtrange country; as it was confeſſed by: King 
Montezuma, in a ſpeech at his ſubmiſſion to the king 
of Caſtile, before Hernando Cortez the Spaniſh ge- 
neral. And then the Britiſh words and names of 


places uſed in that country, even at this day do un- 
Adoubtedly argue the ſame; as when they ſpeak and 
confabulate together, they uſe this. Britiſh word 
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Gurando, which ſigniſies to hearken or liſten; ; and a A 
certain bird with a white head, they call Pengwyn, | 
which ſignifies the ſame in Welch. But for a more | 
complete confirmation of this, the iſland of-Corroefo, | 
the cape of Bryton,' the river of Gwyndor, and the 

white rock of Pengwyn, which are all Britiſh words 

do manifeſtly ſhew, that it was that OE which | 
Madawc and his people inhabited. 

As ſoon as the troubles of North Wales were over, A.D. 111. 
and Prince David ſecurely ſettled in his throne, the 
ſtorm fell preſently upon Powis: for Owen Cyfeilioc 
the lord of the country, had always, as much as in 
him lay, oppoſed the intereſt and advantage of Rhys 
Prince of South Wales; upon which account Prince 
Rhys came with a great army againſt Powis, and 
having ſubdued Owen Cyfeilioc his enemy, he was 
for all that ſo favourable to him, that upon his de-- 
| Hvering him pledges for his future behaviour, he 
preſently departed out of Powis, and returned with 
much honour to South Wales. And now all the 
ſtates of Britain being at perfect reſt and amity with 
one another, the whole tide and ſcene of action re- 
turned to Ireland; for Henry king of England hav- 
ing called together all his nobility, began to conſult 
about the Iriſh expedition, which had already been 
determine to be taken in hand. To this conſulta- 
tion there came ſome meſſengers from Richard Strong- 
bow Earl of Strigule Marſhal of England, to deliver 
up to the king's hands the city of Dublin, the town 
of Waterford, with all ſuch towns and caſtles as he 
got in right of his wife; whereupon the king reſtored 
to him all his lands both in England and Normandy, 
and created him Lord Steward of Ireland. For this 
Earl Strigule had lately, without the king's permiſſion, | 
gone over to Ireland, and had married the daughter 
of Dermott King of Dublin; which King Henry 
took in ſuch indignation, that he preſently ſeized 
upon all his lands in England and Normandy. There- 
fore the king having now ſome footing in Ireland, 


the expedition was unanimouſly concluded pony and 
. 0 
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ſo the king ſet upon his journey, and coming toward 
Wales was received by Prince Rhys, whoſe fr 
the king liked ſo well, that he preſently confirmed to 
him all his lands in South Wales, To return the 
king's favour, Rhys promiſed to his Majeſty three 
hundred horſes and four thouſand oxen toward the 
conqueſt of Ireland ; for the ſure payment of which 
he delivered fourteen pledges. Then King Henry 


marching forward, came to Caerlheon upon Uſke, 


and entering the town, he diſpoſſeſſed the right owner 


Iorwerth ap Owen ap Caradoc, and kept it for his 


therein. 5 5 5 
But Iorwerth was not ſo eaſy-moutbed, as to be ſo 
unreaſonably curbed by the king; and therefore de. 
parting in a great fury from the king's preſence, he 


own proper uſe, placing a garriſon of his own men 


called to him his two fons Owen and Howel, whom 
he had by Angharad the daughter of Uchtryd biſhop 


of Llandaf, and his ſiſter's fon Morgan ap Sitſyhlt ap 


Dyfawal; and bringing together all the forces they 


were able, upon the king's departure they entered 
the country, and committing all the waſte and de- 
ſtruction as they came along, they at laſt came before 


| Caerlheon, which when they took, they uſed in the 


like manner, ſpoiling and deſtroying whatever they 
could meet with; ſo that nothing eſcaped their fury, 


excepting the caſtle, which they could not win. The 
| King was in the mean time upon his journey to Pem- 


brock, where being accompenied by Prince Rhys, he 


gave him a grant of all Cardigan, Yftratywy, Aruſtl 


| Ir: Yy 
and Eluel; in recompence of all the civilities and 
honour he paid him. And ſo Rhys returned to Aber- 


teifi, a town he had lately won from the Earl of Glo- 


ceſter, and there having prepared his preſent, about 
the beginning of October he returned again to Pem- 
brock, having ordered eighty-fix horſes to follow him 
which being preſented to the king, he accepted of 
thirty-ſix of the choiceſt, and returned the reſt with 
great thanks. The ſame day King Henry went t0 


St. David's, and after he had offered to the memory 


of that ſaint, he dined with the biſhop, who was the 


ſon 
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ſon of Gerald, couſin-german to Rhys; ,whither Ri- 
chard Strongbow Earl of Strygule came from Ireland 
to confer with the king. Within a while after, King 
Henry being entertained by Rhys at the White-Houſe, 
reſtored to him his ſon Howel, who had been for a 
conſiderable time detained as a pledge, and appointed 
him a certain day for payment of his tribute, at which 
time, all the reſt of the pledges ſhould be ſer at li- 
berty. The day following, being the next after the 
feaſt of St, Luke, the king went on board, and the 
wind blowing very favourably, ſet fail for Ireland? 
and being fafly arrived upon thoſe coaſts, he landed 
at Dublin; where he reſted for that whole winter, 
in order to make greater preparations againſt the fol- 
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lowing campaign. . bw fra 
But the change of the air and climate occaſioned 
ſuch a raging diſtemper and infection among the folÞ _ 
diers, that to prevent the periſhing of his whole army, A. D. 1172. 
the king was 10 „ 


orced to return with what ſpeed he could 
back for England; and ſo having ſhipped off all his 
army and elfe@ts, he looſed anchor, and landed in 
Wales in the Paſſion-week next year, and coming tp 
Pembrock, he ſtaid there on Eafter-day, and then pro- 
ceeded upon his journey towards England. Rhys 
| hearing of the king's return, was e r to pay 
him his devotion, and would gladly feign to be one of 
the firſt who ſhould welcome him over; and ſo meet- 
ing with him at Talachan, he expreſſed all the ceremo- 
nies of duty and allegiance. Then the king paſſed on, 
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and as he came from Caerdyf by the new caſtle upon | 
Uſk, meaning to leave Wales in a peaceable condition, |, 

he ſent for Jorwerth ap Owen ap Caradoc, who was { 

the only perſon in open enmity againſt him, and that 7 
upon very juſt ground, willing him to come and treat 4 
about a peace, and aſſuring him of a ſafe, conduct for 4 
himſelf, his ſons, and all the reſt of his aſſocjates. 9 
| Torwerth was willing to accept of the propoſal, and . 
thereupon ſet forward to meet the king, having ſent an 
expreſs to his ſon Owen, a yalourous young gentlenan 
to meet him by the way. Owen, according to his fa- = 
ther's orders, ſet forward on his journey, with a ſmall = 
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retinue, without any thing of arms or weapons of war, 


as thinking it folly to clog himſelf with ſuch needleſ; 


carriage, when the king had promiſed a ſafe conduct. 
But he did not find it ſo ſafe; for as he paſſed the new 
caſtle upon Uſke, the Earl of Briſtol's men, who were 


garriſoned therein, laid in wait for him as he came 
along, and ſetting cowardly upon him, flew him, with 


moſt of his company. But ſome few eſcaped to ac- 


quaint his father Iorwerth of ſuch a treacherous ac- 
tion; who hearing that his ſon was fo bafely murdered, 


contrary to the king's abſolute promiſe of a ſafe paſ- 


ſage; without any farther conſultation about the mat- 


ter, preſently returned home with Howel his ſon, and 


all his friends, and would no longer put any truſt or 
confidence in any thing that the king ot 


England, or 


O 


any of his ſubjects, promiſed to do. But on the other 


. fide to avenge the death of his ſon, who was fo 


cowardly cut off; he preſently raiſed all the forces 
that himſelf and the reſt of his friends were able to 
do; and fo entering into England, he deftroyed with 
fire and ſword all the country, to the gates of Here. 
ford and Gloceſter. But the king was ia intent upon 
his return, that he ſeemed to take no great notice of 


what Iorwerth was doing; and therefore having by 
| 


commiſſion conſtituted Lord Rhys Chief Juſtice of all 
South Wales, he forthwith took his journey to Nor- 
mandy. About this time died Cadwalader ap Grut- 
fydh, the ſon of Gruffydh ap Conan, ſometime Prince | 
of North Wales; who by his wife, Alice the daughter 


of Richard Clare Earl of Gloceſter, had iſſue, Cu- 


netha, Radulph, and Richard; and by other women, 
Cadfan, Cadwalader, Eineon, Meredith Goch, and 
Cadwalhon. Towards the end of this year Sitſylht ap 


Dyfnwal, and Iefan ap Sitſyhlt ap Riryd, ſurpriſed the 


caſtle of Abergavenny, which belonged to the king of 
England, and having made themſelves maſters of it, 


they took the whole garriſon priſoners, 


A. P. 1173. But the following year, there happened a very great 
difference, and a falling out betwixt King Henry and 
his ſon of the ſame name; this latter being upholden 
by the queen his mother, his brothers Gefffey and 


Kichard, 
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Richard, the French King, the Earl of Flanders, to- 

ther with the Earl of Cheſter, William Patrick, with 
ſeveral other valiant knights and gentlemen. But the 
old King having a ſtout and faithful army, CEE 
of Almanes and Brabanters, was not in the leaſt diſ- 
mayed or diſcouraged at ſuch a ſeeming ſtorm; and 
which made him more bold and adventurous, he was 
joined by-a ſtrong party of Welchmen, which Lord 


Rhys had ſent him, under the command of his ſon 


Howel. King Henry overthrew his enemies in divers 


encounters, and having either killed or taken priſoners 


moſt of them who were roſe up againſt him, he eaſily 


diſſipated the cloud which at firſt ſeemed ſo black and 
threatening. Iorwerth ap Owen was not very ſorry 

to ſee the Engliſh” claſh, and fall into civil diſſentions 
among themſelves ; and therefore taking advantage of 
| ſuch a ſeaſonable opportunity, he drew his army againſt 


20 


Caerlheon, which ſtood out very ſtiflly againſt him. But 


after many warm diſputes of both ſides, Iorwerth at 
length prevailed, and entering the town by force, he 
took moſt of the inhabitants priſoners; and then lay- 


ing ſiege to the caſtle, it was ſurrendered up in ex- 


change for the priſoners he had taken in the town. 


Howel his ſon at the ſame time was buſy in Gwent is 


Coed; and having reduced all that country, excepting 


the caſtle, -to ſubjection, he took pledges of the inha- 
bitants, to be true and faithful to him, and to with- 


draw their allegiance from the King of England. At 


the ſame time, ſomething of action paſſed in North- 
Wales; for David ap Owen Gwynedh, Prince of North- 


Wales, bringing an army over the river Menai into 


Angleſey, againſt his brother Maelgon who kept that 


Iſland from him, forced him to make his eſcape to 


Ireland; in his return from whence the following 


year, he was accidentally diſcovered and ſeized upon, 


and then by his brother's orders committed to cloſe * 


priſon, Prinee David having brought the iſle of Ang. 


leſey to its priſtine ſtate of ſubjection to him, was re- 


ſolved to move all manner of obſtacles which might at 
any time for the future endanger its falling off from 


him; and theſe he judged to be his own next relations, 


Bea 
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and therefore he expelled and baniſhed. all his bre. 
thren and. couſins out of his territories of North, 
Wales. But before this ſentence was put in exe. 
cution, his brother Conan died, and fo eſcaped the 
ignominy of being baniſhed his native country, for 
no other reaſon but the jealouſy of an ambitious 
brother. 5 85 „ 
About the ſame time, Howel the ſon of Iorwerth 


ap Owen of Caerlheon, took priſoner his uncle Owen 


Pencarn, who was right heir of Caerlheon and Gwent; 
and now having him ſecure, and to prevent his get- 


ting any children to inherit thoſe places which him. 


ſelf was next heir to, he firſt pulled out his eyes, and 


then very inhumanly cut off his teſticles, But ven- 
geance did not permit ſuch a baſe action to 80 un- 


puniſhed; for upon the Saturday following, a great 


army of N ortans and Engliſhmen came unexpectedly 
before the town, and won both it and the caſtle, not. 
withſtanding all the oppoſition which Howel and his 
father Iorwerth made; though this laſt was not privy 
to his ſon's action. About the ſame time King Henry 


came over to England, a little after whoſe arrival, 


| William king of Scots, f and Roger de Moubray, were 


taken priſoners at Alnewike by the Barons of the 
north, as they came to deſtroy the northern part of the 
cCauntry in the quarrel of the young King, But old 


King Henry having committed them to the ſafe cul- 
tody of the Earl of Leiceſter, and received Hugh 
Bygod Earl of Cheſter to his mercy, returned to Nor- 


| mandy with a very conſiderable army of Welchmen, 


F 
4 
' 
*. 


which David prince of North-Wales had ſent him; in 
return of which, he gave him his ſiſter Emme in mar- 
riage. When he was arriyed in Normandy, he ſent 2 


detachment of the Welch to cut off ſome proviſions 


which were going to the enemies camp; but in the 


mean time the French King came to a treaty of peace, 


which was ſhortly afterwards concluded upon fo that 


all the brethren, who had all this time maintained 


ſuch an unnatural rebellion againſt their father, were 


forced to beg the old King's forgiveneſs and pardon 


for all their former miſdemeanors, David Prince of 


North 
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North Wales began to grow very bal d an d Mamin . bs a . 
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brother Roderic in priſon, and ſecure him. with fetters, 
for no other account, than becauſe he demanded his SH 
ſhare of his father's lands, It was the cuſtom of Wales, 


reaſon of his new alliance with the King of England 
and nothing would ſeryve his turn, but he muſt pur his 


23 is ſaid before, to make an equal diviſion of the fa- 


ther's inheritance. between all the children; and there- 
fore David had no colour of reaſon or pretence to deal 


ſo ſeverely with his brother; unleſs it were to verify 


that proverb; Wes overtomes right, But though 


Prince David might depend much upon his affinity 


with the King of England; yer Rhys Prince of Soul-. 
Wales gained his favour and countenance the more, by 


reaſon that he let flip no opportunity to further the 
King's intereſt and affairs in Wales, and by that means 
was a very neceſſary and uſcful inſtrument to keep 


under the Welch; and to promote the ſurer ſettlement 


of the Page in the country. Not that he bore any 
love or affection to either King Henry or his ſubjects ; 


but becauſe he was ſufficiently. rewarded for former ſer- 


vices, and was ſtill in expectation of receiving more 


favours at the King's hands, he was reſolved to play 
the politician fo far, as to have regard to his own in- 
tereſt, more than the good of his native country. And 
what did ingratiate him to King Henry moſt of all, up- 
on the feaſt of St. James he brought all ſuch lords of 


South-Wales as were at enmity with the King, to do 
him homage at Gloceſter; namely, Cadwalhon Fu Ma- 
_ dawc of Melyenyth, his couſin-german; Eineon Cl 
Eluel, and Eineon ap Rhys of G 


in-law Morgan ap Caradoc ap Ieſtyn of Glamorgan ; 


_ Gruffydh ap Ifor ap Meiric of Sengennyth, and Sit ylkc 


ap Dyfnwal of Higher Gwent, all three his brothers-in- 


law, who had married his ſiſters; together with Iorwerth 


ap Owen of Caerlheon. King Henry was ſo well pleaſed 
with this ſtratagem of Rhys, that notwithſtanding theſe 


perſons had been hig implacable enemies, he readily 
granted them their pardon, and received them to favour; 


and reſtored to Iorwerth ap Owen the town and caſtle 
of Caerlheon, which he had unjuſtly taken from him. 


werthrynion, his ſons- 
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A.D. 1175- This rconciliation betwixt King Henry and theſ 
Welch lords, ſome of the Engliſh in Wales tobk ad. 
vantage of, and more particularly William de Bruce 
Lord of Brecnock, who having for a long time à great 
longing to Gwentland, could not bring about his de. 
fign, by reaſon that Sitſylht ap Dyfnwal, the perſon of 

greateſt ſway and power in the country, was an in- 
veterate enemy to all the Engliſh, But being now re. 
conciled to the King, William de Bruce, under pre- 
tence of congratulating this new peace and agreement 
between the Engliſh and Welch, invited Sitlylht and 
| Geffrey his ſon, with ſeveral others of the perſons of 
chiefeſt note in Gwentland, to a feaſt in his caſtle of 
Abergavenny, which by compoſition he had lately re- 
ceived from them. Sitſylht, with the reſt; came ac- 
cording to appointment, and without the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of any treaſonable deſigns; but after they had been 
civilly entertained for ſome time, William Bruce, to 
move a quarrel againſt them, began at laſt to pro- 
pound certain articles to them, to be by them kept 
and performed; and among other unreaſonable con- 
ditions, they were to ſwear, that none of them ſhould 
at any time carry with them bow or ſword, The 
Welch refufing to conſent to and ſign ſuch improper 
articles as theſe; William Bruce preſently calls out 
his men, who were ready for that purpoſe, and bid- 
ding them fall to their buſineſs, they moſt treacheroul- 
ly fell upon and flew the innocent and naked Welch; 
and as if it did not ſufficiently expreſs their cruelty 
and inhumanity, they immediately went to Sitſy]ht's 
houſe, which ſtood not far from Abergavenny, and 
taking hold of Gwladus his wife, they ſlew her ſon 
Cadwalader before her face, and then ſetting fire to the 
houſe, they packed her away to the caſtle, This exe- 
crable murder being thus moſt barbarouſly, and which 
was worſt of all, under pretence of friendſhip and 
kindneſs, committed; William Bruce, to cloak his 
treaſon with ſome reaſonable excuſe, and to make 
the world believe it was not for any private intereſt 
or expectation he had done ſuch an act, as he knew. 
would be by all men abhorred; cauſed it to be re. 
ä | ported 
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ported abroad, that he had done ſuch a thing in re- 
venge of the death of his uncle Henry of Hereford, 
whom the Welch on the Eaſtern-Even before had ſlain, 
But whilſt theſe things paſſed in South-Wales, Rode- 
ric, David Prince of North-Wales's brother, made 
his eſcape by fome means, or other out of priſon, and 


fleeing to Angleſey, he was received and acknowledged 


by all the country on the other ſide the river Conwey, 


for their Lord and Prince; which they were the more 


willing to do, by reaſon that they conceived an utter 
| abhorrence of Prince David, who contrary to all. 


rules of equity, and almoſt nature, had diſinherited 


all his brethren and couſins as boldly relying upon his 
affinity and relation to the King of England. But Da- 


vid perceiving the ſtorm to grow very violent, and that 


the country did numerouſly flock and adhere to his 


brother Cadwalader, thought it his beſt way to ſtay a 


while, till the ſtorm was abated ; and fo retired over 


the river Conwey. Towards the end of this year, Ca- 
delh the ſon of Gruffydh ap Rhys, and brother to Lord 


Rhys, after a tedious fit. of ſickneſs. and taken upon 
him the Monkiſh order, departed this life, whoſe body 
was very honourably interred at Stratflur. 


In the ſpring of the following year, died 410 David 


 Fitz-Gerald Biſhop of Menevia, or S. Davids, whoſe 


ſee was ſupplied by one Piers, being nominated there- 
unto by the King of England. But what happened 
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moſt remarkable this year; the Lord Rhys Prince of 


South-Wales made a very great feaſt at Chriſtmas in 


his caſtle of Aberteifi, which he cauſed to be pro- 
claimed through all Britain, Ireland, and the iſlands 
adjacent, ſome conſiderable time before; and accord- 


ing to their invitation, many hundreds of Engliſh, 


| Normans, and others coming to Aberteifi, were very 


honourably received, and courteouſly entertained by 


Prince Rhys. But among other tokens of their wel- 


come and entertainment, Rhys cauſed all the bards or 


poets throughout all Wales to come thither; and for a 
better diverſion to the company, he provided chairs to 


be ſet in the hall, in which the bards being ſeated, 


they were to anſwer each other in rhyme; and thoſe 


that 
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Tut HISTORY or WALES. 
that acquitted themſelves moſt handſomely,” and ver: 
came the reſt, were promifed great rewards and rich 
preſents. In this poetical diſceptation, the North. 
Wales bards obtained the victory, with the applauſe 

and approbation of the whole company; and amon 
the profeſſors of muſick, between whom there was no 
A. P. 1177. ſmall ſtrife, Prince Rhys's own ſervants were ac. 
counted the moft expert. But for all this civil and 
obliging treatment of Prince Rhys, the Normans upon 
the marches fell to their accuſtomed manner of trea- 
cherous way-laying, and privately aſſaulting the harm. 
leſs and undeſigning Welch; and therefore Eineon Clyt 
Rhys his ſon-in-law, and Morgan ap Meredith, falling 
into the net which the Normans had deceitfully laid 
for them, were treacherouſly murdered. Therefore, 
to keep the Normans under greater fear and awe for the 
future, Prince Rhys built a caſtle at Rhayadr Gwy, 

being a place where the river Wye falls with a ve 
great noiſe and precipitation down a great rock. But 
1178. this caſtle was like to ſtand him in a double ſtead; 
for it was not long after he had perfectly finiſhed it, 
that the ſons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedh made war 
againſt him; but finding upon trial that their deſign 
againſt Rhys was impracticable, they thought it more 

_ adviſeable to retire back to North- Wales. 
2179. The next year, Cadwalhon, brother to Owen Gwy- 

neh, an uncle to David and Roderic, who for fear 
of his brother had ſome time ago fled for refuge to 
the King of England; as he was conveyed home by 
ſome of the King's ſervants, to enjoy his patrimonial 
Eftate in Wales, was by thoſe barbarous and treache- 
Tous villains murdered in his journey. This year the 
ſcpulchre of that famous and noble Britiſh King Ar- 
thur, with his wife Gwenhofar (by the means of ſome 
Welch bard, whom King Henry had heard at Pem- 
brock relate in a ſong the worthy and mighty acts f 
that great Prince, and the place where he was buried) 
was found in the iſle of Afalon, without the Abbey of 
Glaſtenbury; their bodies being laid in a hollow el- 
der tree, buried fifreen foot in the earth, The bones 
of King Arthur were of matvelous and almoſt * 
Ie dible 
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dible bigneſs, having ten wounds in the ſkull, whereof 


one being conſiderably larger than the reft, ſeemed ta 


be his death-blow ; and the Queen's hair ſeemed to the 


ſight to be fair and yellow, but when touched crumbled 


preſently to duſt. Over the bones was laid a ſtone, with 


a croſs of lead, upon the lower ſide of which ſtone were 
engraven theſe words: 

HIC JACET SEPULTUS INCLYTUS REX 
ARTHURUS IN INSULA AVALONIA. 


Here lies buried the famous King ARTHUR in the 
iſle of Afalon. e N 


No action of moment had paſſed in Wales this 


10 
207 


long time, and the Welch were in perfect amity and 
concord with the King of England; but ſome un- 
lucky accident fell out at laſt to diſſolve this happy | 


union and agreement. One Ranulph de Poer, who was 
ſheriff of Gloceſterſhire, or rather as Giraldus Cam- 


brenſis obſerves, of Herefordſhire, being a cruel and 
unreaſonable oppreſſor of the Welch, put the Lord of 


Gwentland to death; in revenge of whom a certain 
young perſon of that country, ſet upon Ranulph with 


ſeveral other gentlemen his companions, and flew 
them to a man. King Henry was implacably enraged 
at this news, and ſo cruelly incenſed, that he pre- 


ſently raiſed and drew together all his power, and 
came to Worceſter, intending to march forward to 


Wales, and to invade the enemies country. But the 


Lord Rhys ap Gruffydh, a ſubtile and a politick Prince, 
thinking it impoſſible to withſtand the Engliſh army, 


and fearing the King's puiſſance, which he perceived 


to be ſo implacably bent againſt the Welch, went in 


perſon to Worceſter, and ſwearing fealty to the King, 


became his . ps liege- man; and for the due ob- 
ſervance of this contract, he promiſed to ſend his 
ſons and nephews for pledges. But when he would 


have perſuaded them to anſwer his requeſt, the young 


men conſidering with themſelves, how former pledges 


had not been very genteely treated by the Engliſh, 
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refuſed to go; and ſo the whole matter reſted for that 
time. What became of the matter afterwards we know 
not; but probable it is, that King Henry returned 
to England ſatisfied with Rhys's ſubmiſſion; for we 
hear no more of his coming to Wales. And fo the 
country remained quiet and undiſturbed for a long time; 
till at length the Welch began to fall to their wonted 
method of killing and murdering one another. Cad. 

A. 1186. walader Prince Rhys's ſon was privately mutdered in 
Weſt-Wales, and buried in the Ty Gwyn. And the 
year following, Owen Fychan the ſon of Madawc'ap 
Meredith, was ſlain by night in the caſtte of Car. 
rergova near Oſweſtry, by Gwenwynwyn and Cadwal- 
hon the ſons of Owen Cyfeilioc. But what was moſt un- 
1 natural of all, Lhewelyn, whoſe father Cad walhon ap 
=, Gruffydh ap Conan was lately murdered by the Engliſh. 
= men, was taken by his own brothers, who very barba- 
| roufly put out his eyes. About the ſame time, Baldwyn, 
: Archbiſhop of Canterbury, being attended by Giraldus 
Cambrenſis, took a progreſs into Wales, being the firſt 
| Archbiſhop of Canterbury that viſited that country; 
whoſe authority the clergy of Wales in vain oppoſed, 
though they ſtifly alledged the liberties and priviledges 
of their metropolitan church of S. Davids. In this 
viſitation, deſcribed by Giraldus in his Itinerarium 
Cambriz, he perſuaded many of the nobility of Wales 
to go to the Holy Land againſt thoſe prevailing enemies 
of chriſtianity, the Saracens; to whoſe prevailing 
_ greatneſs, Jeruſalem itſelf was now in great danger 
188. to become ſubject. The Archbiſhop having left the 
country, Malegon the ſon of Lord Rhys brought all 
his power againſt Tenbigh, and having by force made 
himſelf maſter of it, burnt the whole town to the 
ground, and ſo carried away very conſiderable ſpoil. 
He was a perſon of ſuch civil behaviour and eaſy ac- 
ceſs, of ſo comely perſonage, and honeſty in all his ac- 
tions, that he attracted the moſt earneft love and affec- 
tion of all his friends; by which means he became very 
terrible and formidable to his enemies, eſpecially. the 
Flemings, of whom he obtained divers victories and 
conqueſts. | „ 1999-504 11 
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The next year, being the year of Chriſt 1189, A. p. 1789. 
Henry the Second, ſurnamed Courtmantel, king of 
England died, and was buried at Fonteverard; after 
whom, his fon Richard, called Curdelyon, was by the 
unanimous conſent! of all the peers and nobility: of 
England, crowned in his place. Prince Rhys being 
thus deprived of his greateſt friend, thought it his 
wiſeſt way to make the beſt proviſion: he could for 
himſelf, by enlarging his dominions, and extending 
the bounds of his preſent territories; and therefore 

having raiſed all the ſtrength he could, he won the 
caſtles of Seynclere, Abercorran, and Lhanſtephan; 
and having taken and committed to priſon Maelgyn 
his ſon, who was the greateſt thorn in his ſide, as 
one that was moſt paſſionately beloved by the South 
Wales men, he brought the whole country to his ſub- 
jection. Then he built the caſtle of Cydwely; but 
what took away from him the joy of all this good for- 
tune, he loſt his daughter Gwenlhian, a woman of 
ſuch incomparable beauty, and exceeding in all femi- 
nine qualifications, that ſhe was accounted the faireſt 
and beſt accompliſhed lady in all the country. And 1791 
not long after her died Gruffydh Maylor, lord of Brom- 
field, a man of great prudence and experience, and 
one that excelled all the nobility of his time in hoſ- 
pitality, and all other acts of generoſity and libera- 
lity. His corps was carried to Myfod, and honour- 
ably interred there, being attended by moſt of the per- 
ſons of quality throughout the whole country. He 
had iſſue by his wife Angharad daughter of Owen 
Gwynedh prince of North Wales, a ſon called Ma- 
dawc, who ſacceeded his father in that part of Powys, 
called from him Powys Fadawc. Rhys, prince of 
South Wales, was growing very powerful, and had 
made himſelf maſter of the greateſt part of South 
Wales, only with ſome few places more, Dynefawr 
held out ſtill; which however, upon the firſt aſſault 
he made againſt it, was delivered up to him. But as 
he increaſed in the number of towns and caſtles, he had 
the misfortune to have that of his children diminiſhed ; 
tor his daughter * lately deceaſed; and 


1190 
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now he had no ſooner got Dynefawr caſtle into his 
poſſeſſion, but his ſon Owen died at Strata Florida, or 
Yſtratflur. King Richard was gone to the Holy Land 
againſt the Saracens ; but) dn his return to England, he 
won the kingdom of Cyprus, and gave 1t to Gwido 
king of Jeruſalem, upon condition he would reſign his 
former title to him: during his ftay in this iſland, he 
married Berengaria the daughter of the king of Navarre, 
A. P. 1192. Maelgon, Prince Rhy's fon had been now detained 
a long time in priſon, where his father had ſhut him 


Y | up; but being at laſt utterly weary of ſuch a cloſe 
þ| confinement, he found ſome means. or other to get 
# out, and to make his eſcape. | His father Prince Rhys 


= was not ſo troubled at his being broke out, and that 
K he had got his liberty, as to give over the conqueſt, 
which all this while he had gone ſo furiouſly on with, 
but laying fiege to Lhanhayaden caſtle he took it with. 
out any great oppoſition, and brought all the country 
about to his ſubjection. And what favoured him 
more in his attempts againſt the Engliſh, King Richard 
having moſt bravely ſignalized himſelf againſt the in. 
fidels, in his return home through Auſtria, was taken 
1192. Priſoner by Duke Leopold, who preſented him to the 
Emperor Henry, who demanded 200,000 marks for his 
ranſom; laying to his charge, that he had ſpoiled and 
plundered the iſland of Sicily in his voyage, to the 
Holy Land. And as Rhys took the advantage of 
King Richard's abſence to ſubje& South Wales; fo 
 Roderic brother to David Prince of North Wales, 
made uſe of Gothrike's the king of Man's help, to 

get the principality of North Wales to himſelf, and 
eject his brother. And therefore entering into Angle- 
ſey, he quickly reduced the whole iſland to his ſub- 
jection. But he did not enjoy it long; for before the 
year was over, the ſons of his brother Conan came with 

an army againſt him, and forcing him together with 
the king of Man to fly the iſland, they took preſent 
poſſeſſion of it themſelves. And while theſe things 
were done in North Wales, Maelgon, Prince Rhys of 
South Wales his ſon, who was lately eſcaped from pri. 
ſon, beſieged Yſtratmeyric caſtle, and after ſome {wall 
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oppoſition got into his own hands upon Chriſtmas 
night; which encouraged him to farther attempts. 

And at the fame time, his brother Howe], ſurnamed 
Says, or the Engliſhman, by reafon that he had ſerved 
for ſome time under the king of England, another ſon 
of Prince Rhys, got by ſurpriſe the caſtle of Gwys, 
and having ſecured Philip de Gwys the owner, with his 
wife and two ſons, he made them all priſoners of war. 
Then the two brothers Howel and Maelgon joined their 
forces; but fearing that they had more caſtles than 
what they were able to defend, they thought it conve- 
nient to raſe Lhanhayaden caſtle; which the Flemings 
having notice of, they gathered all their power toge- 
ther, and coming to Lhanhayaden at the day appointed, 
they unexpectedly ſet upon the Welch, and flew a great 
number of them. But notwithſtanding this ſudden and 
_ unhappy accident, they thought it neceſſary to deſtroy 
the caſtle ; and ſo coming to Lhanhayaden the ſecond _ 
time, they raſed it to the ground, without any mole- 
Ration from, or appearance of any enemy to diſturb 
them. But when Anarawd, another ſon of Prince 
Rhys, ſaw how proſperouſly his brothers ſucceeded, he 
thought to make himſelf as rich as they, and by a 
ſhorter and an eaſier method; and therefore having 
under a ſmooth pretence of friendſhip and love got his 
brothers Howel and Madawc in private, being moved 
with ambition and covetouſneſs to enjoy their eſtates, 
he firſt made them priſoners, and then very unnaturally 
pulled out their eyes. But Maelgon eſcaped this ſnare, 
and hearing what a foul action was committed, he pro- 
miſed his brother Anarawd the caſtle of Yſtratmeyric, 
for the liberty and releaſement of his two brothers, I 
which Anarawd granted, But it is no wonder that A. D. 1193. 
thoſe brothers could be unnatural and cruel to one 
another, who could join and agree to rebel againſt 
their father; and now Prince Rhys having rebuilt the 
caſtle of Rhayadr Gwy, was laid wait for, and taken pri- 
ſoner by his own ſons, who were afraid, that in caſe 
their father had them once in his power, he would 
leverely revenge their cruel and unnatural deeds, But 
Howel proved more kind and dutiful than the reſt; 
VVV 88 . Who, 
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| who, though blind, found a way to let his father elcape 

3 out of Maelgon's priſon, and ſo Prince Rhys being ſet 

at liberty, he took and deſtroyed the caſtle of Dyne. 

fowr, which belonged to his ſon Maelgon. But tho 
he ſucceeded in this attempt, yet he loſt another ca- 
ſtle elſewhere ; for the ſons of Cadwalhon ap Madawe 
of Melyenydh being informed that Prince Rhys was 
detained priſoner by his fon Maelgon, they beſieged 
Rhayadr Gwy caſtle, which being ſurrendered up to 

them, they fortified for their own uſe. 
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But whilſt theſe unhappy differences, and unna- 
tural claſhings betwixt Prince Rhys and his ſong, 
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1 continue and rage in South Wales, a new revolution 
| | of affairs happened in North Wales. Prince Dayid 
= had now enjoyed the ſceptre of North Wales for above 
| twenty-four years; and one would think, that fo long 
= a poſſeſſion would ſecure him in his throne, that it 
1 could not be very eaſy to pull him down. But poſ- 
4 ſeſſion is not always the ſureſt card, which proved very 
43 true in Prince David's caſe at this time; for Lhewelyn 
4 the ſon of Iorwerth Drwyndwn, who was the eldeſt 
4 ſon of Owen Gwynedh prince of North Wales, being 
4 now arrived to years of maturity, and having ſenſe 
enough to underſtand what a juſt title and claim he 
= had to the principality of North Wales, of which his 
[ uncle David had ſo unjuſtly kept him out; he thought 
it high time to endeavour to recover what was lawfully 
his own, which however he was well perſuaded his 
uncle David would never eaſily part with. And there- 
fore being well aſſured that the juſtneſs of his title 
would never mount him up to the throne, without he 
had an army at his heels to help him on; he called 
: together all his friends and relations by his mother's 
ſide, who was Marred the daughter of Madawc ap 
Meredith prince of Powys, and having drawn to his 
= ſide his couſins the ſons of Conon ap Owen Gwynedh, |} 
= and Rhodri ap Owen, he came into North Wales, 
_{_ _ proclaiming how againſt all juſtice his uncle David 
þ# had firſt diſinherited his father Torwerth, and then 
had kept the government from him who was the right 


5 heir. And though his father Iorwerth had been mew: 
4 85 „ 5 „ 
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able of taking upon him the government by reaſon of 


ſome infirmity; yet there was no reaſon that his fa- 
ther's weakneſs ſhould exclude and turn him out; and 
therefore, being now ſenſible of what he was not cap- 


able to underſtand in his youth, he laid claim to the 


principality, which was juſtly his own, Bur there was 
no great need of conjuring to underſtand his claim, 
nor of much rhetorick to perſuade the people to own 
him for their prince; whoſe affection was cooled, and 
almoſt worn off from David, ever fince he had dealt 


ſo unnaturally with his brothers, whom after he had 


deprived of their eſtates, he baniſhed out of the coun- 


try. And therefore before Lhewelyn could expect to 
have any ſure footing, the whole country of North 
Wales was at his devotion, excepting only three ca- 


ſtles, which David by the help of the Engliſh, in 


whom, by reaſon of his affinity with the late King Henry, 
he depends much upon, kept to himſelf. And thus 


David being deprived of almoſt all that he formerly 
_ poſſeſſed, we ſhall reckon him no more among the 


princes of North Wales, but reſtore the principality 
to the true heir Lhewelyn ap Torwerth, oe 


* 
_— 


Lu EWELYN ap Iorwerth the ſon of Owen 


 Gwynedh, having thus ſucceſsfully carried on his juſt 


claim to the dominion of North Wales, and being 
quietly ſettled in the government of it, Roger Mor- 
timer marches with a ſtrong body to Melyenith, and 


built the caſtle of Cymaron, whereby he reduced 


that country to his ſubjection, and forced thence the 
two ſons of Cadwalhon ap Madawc that were gover- 


nors thereof. About this time Rhys and Meredith, 
two valiant, but undutiful ſons of Prince Rhys, 
having got together a body of hot-headed, daring 


| LHEWELYN 65 10nWERTH 


ſoldiers, came before Dynefawr, and took the caſthe | 
that was garriſoned by their father's men: hence they | 


_ proceeded to Cantre-Fychan, where the country civily 


2 | received 


WN 
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_ Feceived them, and ſurrendered up the caſtle to t 
At this their father was juſtly incenſed, and therefore 
to put a ſtop to their farther proceedings, he endea. 
voured by all means to take them, which not long 
after happened; for their adherents now began to be 
touched with the ſenſe as well of their treaſon againſt 
as of their allegiance due to their lawful lord Prince 
Rhys; and therefore to atone for their paſt faults, and 
to procure his futute favour, they betrayed their rebel. 
lious leaders to their offended father, who immediately 
committed them to ſafe cuſtody. — 
3 The enſuing year Prince Rhys levies a great army, 
A. D. 1796. whoſe firſt attempt was upon the town and caſtle of 
Caermadthyn, both which he took in a ſhort time 
and deſtroyed, and then returned with conſiderable 
booty. Not long after he led the ſaid army to the 
marches, and inveſted the caſtle of Clun, which was 
not ſo eaſily taken as the former; for this coſt him a 
long ſiege, and many a fierce aſſault; and therefore 
to be revenged of it, when he took it he laid it in 
aſhes; thence he proceeded to the caſtle of Radnor, 
which he likewiſe won; but immediately after it coſt 
him a bloody battle; for he was no ſooner maſter of 
the caſtle, but Roger Mortimer and Hugh de Say 
came with a numerous and well-diſciplined army, con- 
fiſting of Normans and Engliſh, to the relief of it. 
Whereupon Prince Rhys thinking it not his beſt courſe 
to confine his men within the walls, led them up into 
a champaign ground hard by, and there, like a vallant 
prince, reſolved to give his enemies battle, though they 
had much the advantage of him; for his men were 
neither fo well armed, nor ſo much accuſtomed to bat- 
tle as the others were; however, their courage made 
amends for their arms; and their leader's prudence 
and conduct ſupplied the defects of their diſcipline; 
for they choſe rather to die honourably in the de- 
fence of their country, than ſhamefully to ſurvive the 
loſs of it: and therefore they attacked their enemies 
fo valiantly, that they were not long able to with. 
ſtand their force, but quitted the field in great. dil- 
order, leaving a great number of their men 1 
e eee e ee 
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them ſlain upon the ſpot; and Prince Rhys purſued 
them ſo warmly, that they were glad of the ſhelter of 
the night to protect them from his fury. After this 
victory, he beſieged the caſtle of Payne in Elfel, 
which he eaſily took, and kept in his own hands, till 
William de Bruce, the owner thereof, came to him, 
and humbly defired peace of him, which he granted 


him, and withal delivered him up his caſtle again. 
Not long after, the archbiſhop of Canterbury (whom 
King Richard had ſubſtituted his lieutenant in Eng- 


land) marches with a powerful army towards Wales, 
and beſieges the caſtle of Gwenwynwyn, at the pool „ 


but the garriſon made ſuch a vigorous defence, that 


he loſt a great many of his men, and all his attempts 


proved ineffectual; therefore he ſent for ſome pioneers, 
whom he ordered to undermine the walls; which when 
the beſieged underſtood, they bethought of ſecuring 
themſelves on the moſt honourable terms they could; 
they were not willing to put themſelves to the hazard 
of a battle, for their enemies were thrice their num- 
ber; therefore they propoſed to ſurrender up the ca- 
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ſtle, on condition they ſhould carry off all their arms 0 
along with them: which offer the archbiſhop accepted 


of, and ſo permitted the garriſon to march out quietly. 


Then fortifying the caſtle for the king's uſe, and put- 
ting a ſtrong garriſon in it for its defence, he returned 
again to England. But Gwenwynwyn was not fo will- 
ing to part from his caſtle, as never to attempt the 


recovery of it; therefore as ſoon as he underſtood 
that the archbiſhop was gone back, he immediately 


beſieged it, and ſhortly after received it on the ſame 
terms that his men had delivered it up, and after- 


words kept it for his own uſe. 


The following year there broke out a terrible 


plague, which ſpread over all Britain and France, and 
carried off a great number of the nobility, befides 
common people. This year likewiſe died the valiant 


Rhys, Prince of South Wales; the only ſtay and de- 


| fence of that part of Wales; for he it was that got 


chem their liberty, and ſecured it to them. He often 
very readily expoſed his own life for the defence of 


TS theirs: 


TY 
N 
Ng k 
WA 7. 


216 


| A. D. 1197 


TE HISTORY or WALES. 
theirs and their country; generally he got the better 
of his enemies, and at laſt either brought them entirely 
under his ſubjection, or forced them to quit their coun. 


try. He was no leſs illuſtrious for his virtuous en- 


dowments, than for his valour and extraction; ſo that 
it was with good reaſon that the Britiſh bards and 
others wrote ſo honourably of him, and fo mightily 
anden. 5 
Io this prince were born many ſons and daughters, 
whereof his eldeſt ſon Gruffydh ſucceeded him: the 
others were Cadwalhon, Maelgon, Meredith, and Rhys. 
Of his daughters, one called Gwenlhian was married 


to Ednyfed Fychan, anceſtor to Owen Tudor that 
married Katharine queen-dowager to King Henry the 


Fifth: and the reſt were very well matched with ſome 


of the nobility of the country. Prince Gruffydh being 
ſettled in the government of his country, did not lon 


enjoy it peaceably; for his troubleſome brother Mael- 
gon thought it now a fit time to endeayour the reco- 
very of the inheritance his father had depriyed him of. 
To this purpoſe he makes a league with Gwenwyn- 
wyn, the ſon of Owen Cyfeilioc, lord of Powys, and 
by their joint intereſt got together a conſiderable body 


of men, wherewith they ſurpriſed Prince Gruffydh at 
Aberyſtwyth, whom, after they had ſlain a great many 


of his men, they took priſoner. Thus Maelgon ef- 


fectually accompliſhed his deſign in the recovery of 


the caſtle, and the whole country of Cardigan. His 


unfortunate brother he committed to the cuſtody of 
his ſpiteful confederate Gwenwynwyn, who immediate- 


ly out of malice delivered him up to the mercy of his 
inveterate enemies the Engliſh. After this Gwenwyn- 


wyn having got together an army entered Aruſtly, and 


brought it to his ſubjection. ee 
David ap Owen, whom Prince Lhewelyn had for- 
ced to quit his uſurpation of the principality of North 
Wales, had hitherto lived quietly and peaceably, not 
ſo much out of kindneſs to his nephew, as becauſe he 


knew not how to redreſs himſelf; but now having got a 
grcat army of Engliſh and Welch, he uſed his utmoſt 
efforts to recover his principality. Whereupon Prince 


L Lhewelyn 
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Lhewelyn. who was the right heir, and in poſſeſſion 
of it, came on: boldly to meet him, and gave him bat- 
tle, wherein he ſhamefully routed his army, and took 
his uncle David priſoner,” whom he delivered into ſafe 
cuſtody, whereby he ſecured to himſelf and his coun- 
try peace and quietneſs. Towards the cloſe of this 
year Owen Cyfeilioc lord of the Higher Powys de- 
parted this life, and left his eſtate to Gwenwynwyn 
his ſon 3 after whom that part of Powys was called 
Powys- Wenwynwyn, to diſtingniſh it from the other 
called Powys-Fadoc, the inheritance of the lords of 
Bromfield. Much about this time Trahaern Fychan, 
a man of great power and authority in the county of 
Brecknock, was ſuddenly ſeized upon as he was going 
to Llancors to confer about ſome buſineſs with Wil- 
liam de Bruce lord thereof, and by an order of the 
lords, tied to an horſe's tail and dragged through the 
ſtreets of Brecknock to the gallows, where he was be- 
headed, and his body hung up þy the feet for three 
days. Which barbarity inflicted on him for no known 
uſt cauſe, ſo frightened his brother's wife and children, 
- that they fled their country for fear of the ſame uſage. 
The year following Maelgon, who had before routedA. v. ugh. 
his brother Prince "Gruffydh's army, and taken him 
priſoner, begins now to enlarge his territories, and 
takes in his brother's caſtles of Aberteifi and Yſtrat= 
meyric. Alſo the youngeſt ſon of Prince Rhys about 
this time recovered the caſtle of Dynefowr from the 
Normans. 
The ſame ſummer, Gwenwynwyn took up a d 
tion of attempting to extend Wales to its antient li- 1 
mits; and for this purpoſe he raiſes a powerful army, = 

with which he firſt deſigns to be avenged of William  _ 
de Bruce for the inhuman death of his couſin Tratiaern 
Fychan, and therefore he beſiegeth his caſtle of Payn 
in Elfel, where he makes a proteſtation, that as ſoon 
as he had taken it, for a farther ſatisfaction to his re- 
venge, he would unmercifully ravage the whole coun- 
try as far as Seyern. But theſe mighty menaces were 
loon blown over; for he had neither battering en- 
Snes nor Pannen ſo that he was forced to lay war RY 

the 6 
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the caſtle for three weeks without effecting any thing 
whereby the murderers had time enough to apply 
themſelves to England for ſuccours, which they ob. 
tained. For upon this Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, Lord 
Chief Juſtice of England levies a conſiderable army, 
to which he joins all the Lords Marchers, and comes 
in all haſte to the relief of the. place, where he meets 
_ Gwenwynwyn; with whom before he would hazard 
a battle, he was deſirous to have a treaty of peace, 
to which Gwenwynwyn and his adherents would in no- 
wiſe hearken or condeſcend, but returned in anſwer, 
that their buſineſs there was to be revenged of old in- 
juries done them. Hereupon the Engliſh lords reſol. 
ved to enlarge Prince Gruffydh of South Wales, whom 
they knew to be an inveterate enemy of Gwenwynwyn, 
as he that delivered him up to their hands; and like. 
Wiſe to be a man of great authority in his country, 
therefore they rightly concluded he might be more ſer- 
viceable to them when at liberty than under confine- 
ment, wherein they were not diſappointed ; for he im- 
mediately got together a ſtrong body of his country- 
men, and joining with the Engliſh advanced towards 
the caſtle, where they furiouſly attacked Gwenwyn- 
wyn, who made no leſs vigorous defence; hereupon 
there enſued a bloody battle, with a great ſlaughter 
on both ſides, but at length the Engliſh got the vic- 
tory, and Gwenwynwyn loſt a great number of com- 
mon ſoldiers (if we believe Matthew Paris, 3700 men) 
| beſides a great many of his beſt commanders, among 
whom were Anarawd, ſon of Eineon, Owen « Cad- 
walhon, Richard ap Ieſtyn, and Robert ap Howel. 
Meredith ap Conan was likewiſe taken priſoner, with 
many more. Afﬀter this the Engliſh returned home 
triumphantly, and requited Prince Gruffydh's ſervice 
with a perfect liberty, who immediately, partly by 
his own force, partly by the affection of his people, 
repoſſeſſed himſelf of all his dominions, ſave the ca- 
| les of Aberteifi and Yſtratmeyric, which his uſurping 
brother Maelgon, by the aſſiſtance of Gwenwynwyn, 
had, during his confinement by the Engliſh, taken 
from him, and ſtill unjuftly detained. TR 
| | | | | | 0 
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ſome of Prince Gruftydh's prime nobility. and clergy 
came to him, and offered him their endeavours of re- 
conciling him to his brother, and made him ſo ap- 
prehenſive of his juft diſpleaſure at him, that he took 
a ſolemn oath 1 them, that in caſe his brother 
would give him hoſtages for the ſecurity of his own 
perſon, he would deliver him up his caſtle of Aber- 
ceifi by a day appointed; which propoſals Prince Gruf- 
fydh accepted of, and accordingly ſent him his de- 
mands : but it was the leaſt of Maelgon's intention to 
make good his part, or elſe he was very inconſtant in 

| his reſolution; for he had no ſooner received the ho- 
ſtages, but inſtead of delivering up the caſtle, he for- 
tifies it, and puts in a garriſon for his own uſe, and 
commits the hoſtages to the cuſtody of Gwenwynwyn, 
Prince Gruffydh's mortal enemy; but not long after, 
their innocency procured them an oport of an 
eſcape. 
In the year 1199, Maelgon dil purſuing his hatred A. D. 7199. 
of his brother Prince Gruffydh, gets an army, where 
with he beſiegeth his caſtle of Dynerth, which he was 
maſter of in a ſhort time, and then put all the gar- 
riſon to the ſword, But about the ſame time Prince 
Gruffydh in lieu of this, won the caſtle of Cilgerran, 5 
and ſtrongly fortified it. This year Richard the Firſt 
of England, as he was beſieging the caſtle of Chalons 
in France, was ſhot from the walls with an arrow, 
whereof he not long after died, and left his kingdom 
to his brother John, who thereupon was with great ſo- 
lemnity crowned at Weſtminſter. But he could not 
expect to enjoy this kingdom peaceably ; for his el- 
der brother Geoffrey Plantagenet had left a ſon behind 
him named Arthur, whoſe right to the crown of Eng- 
land was by lineal deſcent; which now therefore he 
juſtly lays claim to, and by the affiſtance of King Phi- 
lip of France (who eſpouſed his quarrel) endeavours 
to recover. But before Prince Arthur had made ſuf- 
ficient preparations to carry on his deſign, he was un- 
expectedly ſet upon by his uncle, his army routed, 
and he himſelf. taken Priſoner, and committed oY : 
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ſafe cuſtody; not long after which, he died, and 0 
King John was rid of his competitor. r. 
4. D. 120% The following year Gruffydh ap Conan ap Owen 
| Gwynedh died, and was buried in a monk's caw] in 
the abbey of Conway, which way of burying was very 
much practiſed (eſpecially by the better fort) in thoſe 
days; for the monks and friars had deluded the peo. 
ple into a ſtrong conceit of the merits of it, and 
had firmly perſuaded them it was highly conducive 
to their future happineſs to be thus interred. But 
this ſuperſtition, together with the propagators of it, 
they had lately received from England: for the firſt 
abbey or monaſtery we read of in Wales, ſince the 
_ deſtruction of that famous houſe of Bangor, which 
favoured of Romiſh dregs, was the Ty-Gwyn built 
in the year 1146, after which they mightily increaſed 
and ſpread over all the country; and now the foun- 
tain head began to be corrupted ; for the clergy 
maintained a doctrine which their anceſtors abhor. 
red, as may eaſily be gathered from the writings of 
that worthy divine Ambroſius Teleſinus, who flouriſh. 
ed in the year 540, when the chriſtian faith (which 
we ſuppoſe to be delivered at the iſle of Afalon by 
Joſeph of Arimathea) flowed in this land in a pure 
and uncorrupted ſtream, before it was infected and 
polluted by that proud and blood-thirſty monk Au- 
guſtine. I ſay, he then wrote and left behind him 
as his own opinion, and the opinion of thoſe days, 
theſe following verſe s? 5 8979. 


Gwae' r offeiriad byd 
Nys angreifftia gwyd 
Ac ny phregetha: 
 Gwae ny cheidw ei gail 
Ac ef yn figail 
VVV 
Gwae ni cheidw ei dhefaid 
Rhae bleidhie Rhufeniaid 
A'i ffon gnwppa. 


i. e. Woe be to the biſhop who does not rebuke 
vice, and give good example; and who does not 
„„ — 
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preach. Woe be to him, if he does not keep well 


his fold: and he a ſhepherd. And does not keep 


togethor WR Tuan cls” The: Hos "HORN" Wore 
| with his paſtoral ſtaff. 1 > 


From whence it is apparent, that the kk of 


Rome was then corrupt, and that the Britiſh churches 
perſevered in the primitive and truly apoſtolical 
profeſſion of chriſtianity, as it was at firſt planted 


in the iſland; and that no Roman innovations had 
crept in among them, which afterwards mightily in- 

creaſed, when they were once introduced by Augu- 5 
ſtine the monk. 


This year likewiſe we find the ſpiteful and turbu- 


lent Maelgon, chooſing rather to perſiſt ſtill in his 


rebellion, than to return to his allegiance, and to pre- 
- a ſmall lucre to the love and ſafety of his coun- 


For now finding that the caſtle of Aberteifi was 


23 tenable by his own power and force, yet rather 


than deliver it up to his brother Prince Gruffydh, and 
thereby procure his favour, he choſe to ſell it to his 


bitter enemies the Engliſh, for an inconſiderable ſum 
of money, whereby he opened them a free paſſage into 


all Wales; this being reckoned one of its chief de- 


fences and bulwarks. About this time Madawc ſon 


of Gruffydh Maylor lord of Bromfield built the ab- 


bey of Lanegweſt, commonly Known by the Engliſh 


by the name of Vale Crucii. 


In the year 1201, the valiant Lhiwedow ap Tor-4. p.; «1201 


werth, prince of North Wales baniſhed out of his 
territories his couſin Meredith the ſon of Conan ap 


Owen Gwynedh, whom he ſuſpected of treaſonable 
practices, and therefore confiſcated his lands which 


were the Cantref of Lhyn and Efyonyth. Much 


22122T2/“́vè 


about the ſame time Meredith the ſon of Prince 


Rhys was ſlain at Carnwilhion by treaſon, where- 


upon his elder brother Gruffydh poſſeſſed himſelf 
of his caſtle in Lhanymdhyfri and -all his lands. 


This Gruffydh was a valiant and diſcreet prince, 
and one that Was like o bring all South Wales 


* 


to good order and obedience; for in all things he 
trod in his father's ſteps, and made it his buſineſs to 
ſucceed him as well in his valour and virtuous en. 
dowments, as in his government. But the vaſt hopes 
A.D.P:o2. conceived of him ſoon proved abortive; for in the 
enſuing year, on St. James's day, he died, to the great 
grief and loſs of his country, and ſhortly after was 
buried at Yſtrarflur with great pomp and ſolemnity. 
He left behind him for a ſucceſſor a ſon called Rhys, 
which Maud the daughter of William de Bruce had 
bore him. The following year ſome of the Welch 
nobility marched with an army towards the caftle of 
Gwerthrynion, which belonged to Roger Mortimer, 
and after a ſhort ſiege, they took it and levelled it 
with the ground. | $5 OE ny 
This year Lhewelyn ap Iorwerth calling to mind his 
eſtate and title, and how all the Welch princes were 
obliged both by the laws of Roderic the Great, and 
thoſe of Howel Dha to acknowledge the King or prince 
of North Wales for their ſovereign lord, and to do 
homage to him for their dominions: yet notwith- 
ſtanding that they knew this to be their duty, and 
that they formerly had readily performed it; yet be- 
cauſe of late years his predeceſſors, had neglected to 
call them to their duty, they now began to imagine 
themſelves exempted from it; and ſome thought them- 
ſelves accountable to no ſuperior prince; others de- 
nied ſubjection to Prince Lhewelyn, and held their 
dominions of the king of England. To put a ſtop 
therefore to the further growth of this contempt, and 
to aſſert his own right, Prince Lhewelyn ſummons 
all the Welch lords, who for the moſt part appeared 
and ſwore allegiance to him. But Gwenwynwyn lord 
of Powys, neither came to this meeting, nor would 
own the prince's ſupremacy ; which ſtubborneſs and 
diſobedience the prince acquainted his lords with, 
whereupon they delivered their opinion, that it was 
but reaſonable, that Gwenwynwyn ſhould be com- 
pelled to his duty, or elſe forfeit his eſtate : this all 
the lords conſented to, but Elis ap Madawce, who was 
an intimate friend of Gwenwynwyn, and therefore 
"a - „ would 
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would not conſent to the enacting any thing that 


might be prejudicial to him, but broke off from the 


meeting much diſſatisfied with their proceedings. 
Notwithſtanding which, Prince Lhewelyn, purſuant 
to the advice of the reſt of his lords, raiſes an army, 
and marches towards. Powys; but before he made 
any uſe of it, he was by the mediation of ſome learned 
and able men reconciled to Gwenwynwyn, and fo 
Gwenwynwyn became his dutiful ſubje&; which he 
confirmed both by oath and writing : and indeed it 
was not without good reaſon, that Prince Lhewelyn 
uſed all the caution imaginable to bind this man; for 
he had ſworn allegiance before to the king of Eng- 
land. Lhewelyn having thus ſubjected Gwenwynwyn, 
he thought it now convenient to ſhew likewiſe ſome 
marks of his reſentments againſt his adherent Elis 


223 


ap Madawc, and therefore he ſtript him of all his 


lands; whereupon, Elis fled the country, but not long 


after, yielding himſelf to the prince's mercy, he re- 


_ ceived of him the caſtle of Crogen, and ſeven town- 


ſhips beſides. And now having mentioned Crogen, it 


will not be improper to ſtep a little out: of the way, 
and here take notice of the reaſon why the Engliſh 


formerly, when they had a mind to reproach the 


Welch, called them Crogens. The firſt occaſion of 
it was this, King Henry the Second in his expedition 


againſt the Welch to the mountains of Berwin, lay a 


while at Oſweſtre, during which time he detached a 


number of his men to try the paſſages into Wales, who 


as they would have paſſed Offa's ditch at the caſtle of 


Crogen, at which place there was a narrow way through 
the ſame ditch, which appears now very deep through 
all that country, and bears its old name; theſe men, 1 


ſay, as they would have paſſed this ſtreight, were met 
by a party of Welch, and a great many of them ſlain 
and buried in that ditch, as appears by their graves 


there to be ſeen ; and the name of the ſtreight imports 


as much, being called in Welch Adwy'r bedbaw. The 


Engliſh therefore bearing in mind this ſlaughter, 
Whenever they got any of the Welch into their clutches, 


upbraided them with the name of Crogen, intimating 
| D thereby 
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thereby that they ſhould expect no more favour g 
mercy at their hands, than they ſnewed them in the 
ſkirmiſh. But this word, which at firſt was rather 3 
badge of reputation than diſgrace to the Welch, came 
afterwards to be uſed in a bad ſenſe, and only then 
applied when they deſigned to reproach' and abuſe 
them. But to return to Prince Lhewelyn, whom we 
find returning home after he had ſucceſsfully aflerted 
his ſovereignty over all Wales, and let all things in 
good order: And by the way he fortifies the caſtle of 
Bala in Penlhyn. About this time Rhys the ſon of 
SGruffydh ap Rhys the right prince of South“ Wales 
took the caſtle of Lhanymdhyfry upon Michaelmas- 
day. This year Lhewelyn Prince of Wales took to 
wife Joan the daughter of king John, which Agatha 
daughter of Robert Ferrers Earl of Derby bore him, 
with whom he gave the Prince for a dowry the lord- 
ſhip of Elſmere in the marches of Wale. 
A. D. 120. Prince Rhys whom we mentioned the year before 
do have taken the caſtle of Lhanymdhytri, wins like- 
wiſe the caſtle of Llangadoc, and puts a garriſon 
therein; but he enjoyed neither of them long; for 
ſhortly after, his uncle Maelgon, with his friend 
Gwenwynwyn, levied a powerful army, and with it 
beſieged and took the caſtle of Lhanymdhyfri ; thence 
they removed to Llangadoc, and wan the caſtle like- 
wile, upon this condition, that the garriſon- be per- 
mitted to march out quietly, When they had taken 
. theſe two caſtles, they went to Dinerth, where Mael- 
gion finiſhed the caſtle he had formerly begun there. 
This year likewiſe Prince Lhewelyn ſet at liberty his 
uncle David ap Owen Gwynedh, who made but a 
ſorry return to his kindneſs; for inſtead of living 
peaceably at home, and enjoying that liberty that was 
granted him, he flees to England, and there gets an 
army, wherewith he attempts to reſtore himſelf to 
his antient eſtate of North-Wales ; but he miſſed his 
mark; for his prudent nephew immediately met him 
on his march, and gave him a ſhameful overthrow, 
wherewith David was fo mightily diſheartened, 1 
1 ADA 
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of ke preſently returned for England, and ſhortly after 

he died for meer ſorrow. The next year Howel, a blind A. D. 1203. 
a ſon of Prince Rhys was ſlain at Camaes by his bro- 

Ne ther Maelgon's men, and buried juſt by his brother 

en Gruffydh at Yftratflur, But notwithſtanding that, 

ſe Maelgon in thoſe days uſurped all the rule and go- 

ve yernment of South Wales ; yet his brother Gruffydly's 

ed ſons, Rhys and his brethren, won from him the chief 

in defence of all that country, to wit, the caſtles of 

df Dynefowr and Lhanymdhyfri, About this time Wil- 

of liam Marſhal Earl of Pembrock, beſieged the caftle 
es of Cilgerran, and took it; and not long after, Mael- 120g 
8— gon hired an Iriſhman to kill Gadifor ap Griffri; after 

0 which horrid fact, Maelgon ſeized upon his four ſons, 

1a and put them to death; theſe were forward promiſing 

15 young gentlemen, and deſcended from a noble ſtock; 

1 for their mother Suſanna was a daughter of the ſaid 

5 Howel ap Rhys, by a daughter of Madawc ap Mere- 

re dith Prince of Powis. In the year 1206, Maelgon 1206. 
_ built a caſtle at Abereneon. At which time there 

n was ſuch abundance of fiſh ſeen at Aberyſtwyth, that 
Jy the like number was never known to have come there 

d min the memory of man before. 0 


This year the king of England baniſhed the realm 12074 
William de Bruce and his wife, on the account of a 
grudge that he bore his ſon, and then ſeized upon all 
his lands; whereupon, William with his wife and fon 


n fled to Ireland, and there continued for ſome time. 
- And this hardſhip he now underwent was the leſs 
1 pitied, becauſed he exerciſed the great power he had 
8 in the marches of Wales with extreme cruelty and 
a injuſtice, The ſame year Gwenwynwyn came to 
2 Shrewſbury to ſpeak with the king's council, where he 
$ was detained priſoner : Whereupon Prince Lhewelyn 
n conquered all his country, took all his towns and ca- 
0 ſtles, and garriſoned them for his own uſe. This ex- 
8 pedition of Prince Lhewelyn mightily alarmed the 
2 uſurping Maelgon, and the more, becauſe he had in- 
k telligence that Lhewelyn was on his march towards 


South Wales; therefore he now puts himſelf in the 
beſt paſture he. could to receive him; but finding 


Q. . BN, him 


TAE HISTORY or WAL ES. 
felf not able to abide the Prince's coming, and to 
withſtand his forces, he demoliſheth his caſtles of A. 
beryſtwyth, Yſtratmeyric, and Dinerth, which before 
he had fortified. Notwithſtanding which, the Prince 
comes to Aberyſtwyth, and rebuildeth the caſtle and 
puts a garriſon therein; after this he ſeized upon the 
Cantref of Penwedic and the land betwixt Dyfi and 
Aeron which he gave to Maelgon's nephews the ſons 
of Gruffydh ap Rhys, and then returned home with 
great joy and triumph. Not long atter Rhys Fychan, 
lon to Prince Rhys, beſieged the caſtle Lhangadoc, 
and took it, contrary to the promiſe and league he 

had made with his nephews, forgetting likewiſe how 
freely and readily they had adminiſtered to him in his 
neceſſity; therefore to be revenged of this ingratitude 
and breach of promiſe, Rhys and Owen no ſooner 
heard of it, but they furiouſly attacked the caſtle, and 
took it by aſſault, and put to the ſword, or took pri- 
ſoners all the garriſon, and then burnt the caſtle to 
44 the ground. I or 
A. b. 120% Ibis year King John levied a powerful army with 
= which he made a voyage to Ireland; but as he was on 
the borders of Wales on his journey thitherwards, 
there was a criminal brought before him who had 
murdered a prieſt. The officer deſired to know the 
king's pleaſure, how he would have the delinquent 
puniſhed ; but the king, inſtead of ordering any pu- 
ni\hment to be inflicted upon him ſuitable to the hei- 
nouſnels of his crime diſcharged him with a Well 
done thou good ſervant, thou haſt ſlain mine enemy; 
for ſuch he reckoned the clergy of thoſe days, Who 
were very ill- affected to his uſurped, arbitrary govern- 
ment, and therefore he ſlightly regarded any injuries 
that were done them, nay, thought thoſe did him good 
icrvice who did them wrong, He had not been long 
in Ireland, but he got into his clutches the unfortunate 
William de Bruce the younger, and his mother Mawd 
de Saint Valerike, whom we have mentioned before to 
have quitted England for fear of him, and to have 
fed here for ſhelter. Upon his return to England he 
brought theſe in triumph along with him, and one 
| | mitte 


* 


mitted wem to Windlor caſtle, where, bh bs a 
not long after they were inhumanly famiſned. The 
reaſon of King John's difpleaſure againſt William de 
Bruce Lord of Brecknock, Matthew Paris delivers, to Page 303. 
be ins ß; 

When the Pope ad erte c the maln of 
England, the king, to prevent any inconveniencies that 
might enſue thereupon, took pledges of ſuch of his 
nobles as he thought were diſaffected to him, and 
would be like, if occaſion offered, to countenance 
and promote a rebellion, Amongſt others, he ſends 
meſſengers to William de Bruce to demand his ſons 
for pledges, to whom Mawd, de Bruce's wife, being 
the readier ſpeaker, anſwered, (though what ſhe ſaid 

was no leſs her huſband's ſentiment than her own) 
That the king, who had proved ſo baſe a guardian to 
his nephew Prince Arthur, whom inſtead of ſetting in, 
he deprived of his right, ſhould have none of her chil- 
dren. This anſwer the meſſengers delivered to the king, 
whereat he was ſo highly diſpleaſed, that he ordered 
ſome ſoldiers ſhould be ſent to ſeize this lord; but he 
having timely intelligence of this order, fled into Ire- 
land with his wife and children, where now his wife 
Mawd, with her ſon, were unfortunately taken by 
King John, but he himſelf eſcaped, and fled into 
France; where not long after he died. 1 
This year the Earl of Cheſter rebuilt the caſtle of * 
Dyganwy, ſituate on the ſea-ſhore, eaſt of the river 
Conway, which Prince Lhewelyn had before demoliſh- 
ed, He likewiſe fortifies the caſtle of Treffynon or 
St. Wenefrid. Upon this Lhewelyn enters into the 
Earl's land, which when he had ravaged ſufficiently, 
he returns home with "conſiderable booty. About this 
time, Rhys Fychan ſon to Prince Rhys, fearing leſt 
Prince Lhewelyn ſhould fall upon him for the wrong 
he had done to his nephews, whom he, Prince Lhe- 
welyn, ſtifly defended in their right; müde his appli- 
cation to the king of England, Who readily granted 
him what ſuccours he deſired; and with theſe he be- 
ſieged the caſtle of Lhanymdhyfri; the garriſon 
for ſome time made a vigorous defence, but having 
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numerous army in open field; therefore they were to 
endeayour to overthrow thoſe by a ftratagem which 


Prince, yet by this aſſiſtance granted him by the 
| king, he ſoon re-poſſeſſed himſelf of his dominions. 
This ſucceſs of Gwenwynwyn encouraged Maelgon 
likewiſe to endeavour the recovery of that part of his 
country which the Prince had taken from him in the 


the king of England, and ſwears allegiance to him, | 


the oath and agreement he had made with his ne- 


their country; when he was come to Cantred Penwe- 
dic, he encamped at Cilcenny where he ſtaid ſome 
time to take meaſures for the better accompliſhment 
of his deſigns; by this time his nephews had got 
together about 3oo choſen well diſciplined men, but 


* 
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no hopes of any relief, they thought it their wiſeſt 
courſe to capitulate, and ſo they deſired they might 
march out with their arms, bag and baggage, and 
all that belonged to them, which was granted them, 
About this time likewiſe Gwenwynwyn was ſet at li. 
berty, whom the king had hitherto detained priſoner, 
and withal lends him ſome forces to attempt the re- 
covery of his country which Prince Lhewelyn had 
ſeized upon during his impriſonment ; and though 
by his own ſtrength he was not able to cope with the 


ſame expedition. Now he makes his application to 
Hereupon the king grants him a conſiderable army 
as well Engliſh as Normans ; to theſe he joins what 
forces he could raiſe in Wales, and then contrary to 


phews Rhys and Owen, he in an hoſtile manner enters 


with ſo ſmall a number durſt not oppoſe their uncle's 


they could not do by main force. Herein they proved 


very ſucceſsful, for coming as near their enemies as 


they could without being diſcovered, they ſent out 
their ſpies that night for intelligence, who brought 
back the good news, that all was quiet in Maelgon's 


camp, and that they kept no ſtrict watch, being not 


aware of an approaching enemy. This intelligence 
mightily encouraged the brothers to proſecute their 


_ deſigns, and now they march as filently as they can 
towards their enemies camp, where they met with no 
oppoſition, being not diſcovered becauſe all were faſt 


a ſleep. 
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aſleep. When they were advanced as they thought 
as far as Maelgon's tent, they furiouſly fell on, and 
ſlew a great number of his men before they awaked ; 
che reſt being frightened with the noiſe and ſhouts of 


their enemies, and withal thinking their numbers to 


be far greater than it was, were glad to make uſe of 
the darkneſs of the night to quit the field, only Mael- 
gon's guard valiantly kept their poſt, and defended 
their lord till he had time and opportunity to eſcape. 


But Maelgon's army ſuffered very much in this action, 


his nephew Conan ap Howel with his chief counſellor 


Gruffydh ap Cadwgan were both taken priſoners, and 


Eineon ap Caradoc with a great number more were 


ſlain upon the ſpot. About the ſame time Gilbert 


229 


Earl of Gloceſter fortified the caſtle of Buelhr, where 


a little before he had loſt a conſiderable number of 


his men, by reaſon that the place was not very ſtrong, 
and tenable. And towards the concluſion of this year, 


Mallt or Mawd de Bruce, the wife of Gruffydh ap 


Rhys departed this life, and was interred by her hul- 


band in a monk's coul in Yſtratflur, : 


But the following year a great ſtorm threatened 
North Wales, by reaſon that the Marchers made fre- 


quent and grievous complaints to King John how 


that Prince Lhewelyn perpetually moleſted their coun- 
try, ſlew their men, and committed all the waſte 


and deſtruction poſſible as he paſſed along. The king 


hearing of ſuch intolerable depredations continually 


exerciſed by the North Wales men, thought it high 


time to redreſs his ſubjects, and therefore he raiſed a 
mighty army throughout all England, and called to 


him all the lords and princes of Wales as held their 
lands and patents from him, as Howel ap Gruffydh 


ap Conan ap Owen Gwynedh, whom Prince Lhe- 


welyn had baniſhed out of North Wales: Madoc ap 
Gruffydh Maylor lord of Bromfield, Chirke and Yale, 
Meredith ap Rotpert Lord of Cydewen, Gwenwynwyn 


Lord of Powis, Maelgon and Rhys the ſons of Prince 


Rhys and governors of South Wales. With this for- 


midable army he came to Cheſter, intending to ente 
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into North Wales by that way, and being fully re: 
ſolved to execute the ſevereſt vengeance upon the 
inhabitants, and not to Jet one living ſoul remain 
alive throughout the whole country. But matters 
of this nature are eaſier reſolved upon, than ac- 
compliſhed ; Prince Lhewelyn was no ſooner in- 
formed of theſe mighty preparations againſt him, 
comprehending the Whole ſtrength of che Engliſh 
nation, and what was worſt of all, being aſſiſted 
by his own countrymen, but he ;iNued forth his or- 
ders, commanding all his ſubjects of the inland 
counties of Denbigh and Flint, together with them 
of the iſland of Angleſey, to remove for a time all 
their cattle and other effects to Snowden- hills, where 
; they were ſure to remain ſecureſt from their ene- 
mies. But King John marched his army along the 
ſea-coaſt to Ruthlan, and there paſſing the river 
Clwyd, he came to the caſtle of Teganwy, where he 
encamped for ſome time to refreſh and. recreate his 
army, which by reaſon of the long marches they 
| made, was in à great meaſure weary and fatigued, 
But what the more augmented their miſery, Lhe- 
welyn getting behind them, cut off all their hopes of 
_ proviſion from England, and the Welch by the ad- 
vantage of being acquainted with the ſtraits and nar- 
row paſſages, cut off all that ſtraggled from the En- 
gliſn camp, ſo that in time, they were glad to take up 
: with horte-fleſh, and any thing were it never ſo mean, 
which might fill vp their greedy and empty ſtomachs. 
At laſt King John finding no other remedy, and per- 
ceiving it impoſſible to continue longer there fo hun- 
gry and faintly, thought it his wiſelt way to march 
tor England, and leave the Welch to themſelves, and 
ſo he decamped in a great fury, leaving Lhewelyn to 
bury that great number of dead, which had ſtarved 
in this ſucceſsleſs expedition. But to recover the ho- 
nour he had now loft, he was reſolved to try another 
touch with the Welch, but poſſibly not with the ſame 
confidence and affurance of victory. And therefore 
returning to Wales in the next Auguſt, he entered with 
ſuch another terrible army of Engliſh, and was al- 


ſiſted 


* ” 
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ſiſted by the ſame Welch lords, at Blanch monaſtery, 
now Oſweſtry, being in the lordſhip of John the ſon 
of William Fitzalan. In this-expedition, King John 
paſſing the river Conwey, and encamping at the other 
fide towards Snowden hills, ſent part of his army 
conducted by. guides who were acquainted with the 
country, to burn Bangor, which they effectually did 
and taking Rotpert biſhop of that ſee out of church, 
they carriea him prifoner to the Engliſh camp, where 
he continued for ſome time, till he obtained his ran- 


ſom for a preſent of two hundred hawks. But Prince 


Lhewelyn finding the whole ſtrength of England and 
almoſt Wales to fight againſt him, and judging it 
impoſſible for himſelf alone, to withſtand ſo great a mul- 
titude, thought it his beſt way to endeavour to find 


out ſome method or other, to reconcile himſelf to 


the king. And no better meaſures could poſſibly be 
thought of, than to ſend Joan his wife, King John's 
daughter, to intreat with her father about a peace, 
and a ceſſation of all hoſtilities; who being a prudent, 
fly woman, ſo prevailed upon the king, that he granted 
Prince Lhewelyn her huſband, a ſafe conduct to come 


to him, and to renew the former peace and amity 


that was betwixt them. And ſo Lhewelyn having 


done homage, promiſed the king towards his expences 


in this expadition, 20, ooo head of cattle and 40 horſes, 
and what was more than all, he granted all the inland 
countries of Wales, with the appurtenances, to him 
and his heirs for ever. And then King John having 
received better ſucceſs in this, than the former expe- 
dition, returned to England in great triumph, having 
jubdued all Wales, excepting that part which Rhys 
and Owen the ſons of Gruffydh ap Rhys, {till kept 
and maintained againſt the Engliſh. But having no 
leiſure to march againſt them himſelf at his depar- 


ture out of the country, he gave ſtrict charge to 
Foulke Viſcount of Caerdyff, warden of the marches, 


a cruel tyrant, though well beloved and favoured by 
the king, to take an army with him, and ſo joining 
with Maelgon and Rhys Fychan, to compel the ſons 


Nel 0 
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of Gruffydh ap Rhys to acknowledge him for their 
ſovereign, and to do him homage, Foulke havin 
received ſo poſitive a command, preſently raiſed his 
forces, and calling Maelgon and Rhys, came to the 
Cantref of Penwedic; which when the young lords 
Rhys and Owen heard of, and being aſſured that this 
blow was levelled againſt them, which they knew they 
were not able to bear, before the ſtroke was ſtruck, they 
ſent to Foulke to ſue for peace, and a ſafe conduct 
for them to paſs to the court of England. This be- 
ing granted, they came to London, and making their 
ſubmiſſion to the king, and requeſting his pardon for 
all former miſdemeanors, they gave up all pretence to 
their lands betwixt Aeron and Dyfi; and ſo paying 
their homage, they were diſmiſſed very graciouſly, 
But Foulke before his departure out of the country, 
fortified the caſtle of Aberyſtwyth, and placing a | 
ſtrong garriſon therein, kept it for the king's - uſe, 
But Maelgon and Rhys Fychan, a couple of head- 
ſtrong, inconſtant people, quickly repented them of 
the peace they had made with the king of England, 
and thereupon, without the leaſt reaſon or Provoca- 
tion, they laid fiege to Aberyſtwyth caſtle, and with 
much ado having made themſelves maſters of it, they 
deſtroyed thoſe fortifications, which Foulke had lately | 
erected, and defaced the caſtle to the ground. But 
they paid ſauce for this another way, for as ſoon as 
| Rhys and Owen had heard that their uncles had 
broken and violated, the king's peace, they made in- 
roads into Iſaeron, which was Maclgon's country, 
and having ſlain a conſiderable number of his men, 
among whom was one brave and luſty youth called 
Bachglas, they returned with very rich booty. 
| Maelgon and Rhys Fychan were quickly followed 
by the North Wales men in their revolt from the 
king of England, for Prince Lhewelyn being not able 
| to endure any longer the tyranny and oppreſſion which 
the king's garriſons exerciſed in his country; called 
together Gwenwynwyn from Powis, Maelgon ap Rhys 
from South Wales, Madoc ap Gruffydh Maylor from 
Bromfield, and Meredith P ee from Cydewen, and 
plainly 
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plainly declared before them the pride and inſolency 


of the Engliſh, and how that they who were always 
uſed to have a prince of their own nation, were now 


to ſtrangers. However, 1t was not too late to recover 
their antient liberty, and if they did but unanimouſly 
agree among themſelves, they might eaſily caſt off 
that yoke which was ſo intolerably burdenſome to 
them. Then the lords being ſenſible of the truth and 
reaſonableneſs of what Prince Lhewelyn delivered, and 
being conſcious to themſelves that their preſent ſlavery 
and dubjection to the Engliſh, was wholly owing to 
their own fear and cowardice, ſwore fealty to Prince 


and to ſtick by each other to the utmoſt of their lives 
and fortunes. And ſo joining their forces tog 

they took all the caſtles in North Wales which were 
in the hands of the Engliſh, excepting Ruthlan and 
Dyganwy ; and then going to Powis, they laid ſiege 


thrafal, But King John being informed how the 
Wales, and how that they were now in actual beſiege- 


to preyent the Welch from coming any more againſt 
it, he burnt it to the ground and fo returned to 
England, having no time to ſtay any longer in Wales, 
by reaſon of the differences that happened betwixt 

him and his nobility. But being afterwards at Not- 
tingham, and hearing how that Prince Lhewelyn 
cruelly harraſſed and deſtroyed the marches, he cauſed 


of Cadwalhon, and Madoc the ſon of Maelgon, with 


twenty-eight, And about the ſame time Robert Ve- 
pont cauſed Rhys the ſon of Maelgon to be hanged at 
Sirewſbury, being a youth of about ſeventeen years 


of 


by their own wilfulneſs and negle& become ſubject 


to the caſtle which Robert Uſpont had built at Ma- 


Lhewelyn, and ſwore to be true and faithful to him, 


gether, 


Welch had conſpired againſt him, and that they had 
taken and ſeized upon almoſt all his caſtles in North 


ment of Mathrafal, preſently drew up his arniy, and 
coming to Mathrafal, quickly raiſed the ſiege, and 


all the Welch pledges which he had received the laſt 
year to be hanged, among whom were Howel the ſon 


many others of the nobility's ſons, to the number of 
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of age, and ſo cruelly murdered the innocent child to 
revenge the crimes and gllences: commit by his fa- 
ther and others. 

But though King Fan was fo Kere to the Welch, 
yet the Princeſs of North Wales was more dutiful 
and favourable to him, for whilſt he ſtaid at Notting- 
ham, ſhe ſent him an expreſs, declaring how that the 
barons had entered into a conſpiracy with the French 
king againſt him, and that the latter was preparing 
and raiſing an army to come over to England, upon 
Pretence that the king was a rebel, and bid open de- 
fiance to the Holy Church, in as much as he would 


not condeſcend nor yield to the Biſhop of Rome's re- 


queſt. And in confirmation of all this, ſhe told him 
that Robert Fitzwalter, Euſtace de Veſcy and Ste- 
phen Redell, were ſecretly fled into France, to pro- 
mote and carry on this intrigue. And that this deſign 
againſt King John was no, feigned ſurmiſe, the next 


R. D. r212.year Pope Innocent the Third detached one. of his 


1213. 


nuncios to Wales, who abfolved Prince Lhewelyn, 
Gwenwynwyn and Maelgon .from their oaths of al- 
leglance to King John, and withal gave them a ſtrict 
command under the penalty of excommunication, to 
moleſt and annoy him with all their endeavours, as an 
open enemy to the church of God. Prince Lhewelyn, 
you may be ſure, was not in the leaſt troubled at this, 
for now he gained the fitteſt opportunity imaginable, 
to reſtore ſuch lands as he had formerly much againſt 
his mind delivered up to the king, being in the inland 
country of Denvigh and Flint, which Lhewelyn at 
this time repoſſeſſed himſelf of. And well it was he 
was ſo quick, for within a little while after, King 
John by the perſuaſions of Pandulph the Pope's le- 
gate, granted his Holineſs all his requeſt, and ſo ob- 
tained abſolution at Pandulph's hands, and upon per- 
formance of his promiſes, an aſſurance of a releaſe- 
ment from that Eccleſiaſtical Bull, which had ſo for- 
midably roared againſt him. 
South Wales had now been quiet for a conſiderable 

time, and they that uſed to be commonly very tur- 
bulent and contentious, were now pretty ealy and 

\_ amicable, 
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amicable. But it was impoſſible that ſuch a peace- 
able courſe of life ſhould' hold long, where injuſtice 


and oppreſſion had ſo much liberty, and where people 
were wrongfully kept out of their juſt and rightful in- 


heritance. And this was the occaſion of the breach of 
that quietneſs, which for the two or three years laſt paſt 


they had ſo ſatisfactorily enjoyed. For Rhys the ſon 
of Gruffydh ap Rhys, who was right heir to Prince 
Rhys, finding he could have no ſhare of his father's 


eſtate, but that his uncles forcibly kept all from him, 


thought it his beſt way to make his caſe known to the 


king of England, and to deſire a remedy and redreſs 
from him. King John in compaſſion of the young 
man's hard condition, ſent to his deputy Foulke Viſ- 
count of Caerdyff warden of the marches, and to the 
Steward of Hereford, commanding them to take away 
all Yſtratywy from Rhys Fychan, by ſome called. 
Rhys Gryg, unleſs he would permit his nephews to 


enjoy Lhanymchyfry caſtle, with all the lands and pri- 


viledges thereunto belonging. Foulke having received 


ſuch orders from his maſter the king of England, ſent . 
to acquaint Rhys of the propoſals, and fo demand 3 


of him whether or no he would deliver up Lhanym- 
chyfry to his nephews, according to the king's com- 


mand; who returned anſwer, that he did not know of 
any ſuch obligation due from him to the king of Eng- 


land as to part with his lands at his command, and 


therefore aſſured him peremptorily and in plain terms, 


that he would not willingly part with one foot of what 


he was in preſent poſſeſſion of. F oulke therefore hav- 
ing received this reſolute anſwer, was likewiſe as re- 
folute to get that by force ieh he could not obtain 
by fair means; and ſo having raiſed a great army, he 


marched to Talhwynelgain to meet with young Rhys, 
ho was to come thither with all the forces he could 
raiſe in Brecknock; and from thence they marched in 


three battles towards Dynefawr, the firſt being com- 
manded by young Rhys, the ſecond by Foulke and 
Owen brother to Rhys led the third, Rhys Fychan 


was not in the leaſt diſmayed at their number, bur 
thinking 


* 
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thinking it more adviſeable to meet them in the field: 


rather than ſuffer them to block him up at Dynefayr, 


came out very boldly, and gave them battle, but 
after a warm engagement on both ſides, Rhys Fychan 


in the end got the worſe, and after a loſs of a great 


number of his men, he was glad at laſt to make his 


eſcape by flight. And fo retiring to Dynefawr, he 


doubled the garriſon of that place, but thinking the 
town of Lhandeilo-fawr not to be tenable, he burnt 
it to the ground, and then kept himſelf private in the 
woods and other defart places. But young Rhys and 
Foulke laid ſiege to Dynefawr, and in the firſt aſſault 
came on ſo fiercely, that they forced the garriſon to 
retire to the caſtle, which for ſome time they defended 


very manfully, But the beſiegers began to play ſo 
violently with their battering engines, and to under- 
mine the wall in ſuch a manner, that the governor af. 


ter a ſhort defence began to capitulate, giving three 


pledges for ſecurity, that if they received no relief by 


the morrow at noon, the caſtle ſhould be ſurrendered 


up, conditionally that the garriſon ſhould march out 
with all the tokens of honour, and carry their arms 


and all other implements of war along with them. 


No relief being arrived, the caſtle the next day was 


accordingly ſurrendered, and all the articles of the ca- 
pitula: ion obſerved; and ſo young Rhys being poſ- 


_ lefled of Dynefawr, in a little time afterward, brought 


all Cantreffawr to his ſubjection. When Rhys Fy- 


chan was ſenſible how the ſtream run violently againſt 
him, he thought it his wiſeſt way to remove his wite 
and children, and all his other effects, to his brother 


Maelgon's country, and fo leaving Lhanymdhyfry 


_ caſtle well manned and fortified, he departed towards 


Aberyſtwyth. But as ſoon as Foulke was returned to 


the marches, young Rhys came with an army conſiſt- 


ing of Welch and Normans before Lhanymdhytry, 


intending to beſiege that place, but before they were | 


encamped before the town, the governor thought it 
his beſt way to ſurrender, upon condition only, that 
the garriſon ſhould depart away with their lives. And 


ſhortly 
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ſhortly afterwards, Rhys Fychan was taken at Caer- 
mardhyn, and committed to the king's priſon, and fo 
all the diſturbances and troubles of South Wales came 
to a peaceable iſſue. But it was not ſo in North 
Wales, for Prince Lhewelyn being deſirous to rid his 
country from the inſupportable tyranny and oppreſſion 
of the Engliſh garriſons, laid ſiege to the caſtles of 
Dyganwy and Ruthlan, the only places now remain- 
ing in the hands of the Engliſh, which he took with- 
out any great oppoſition, and ſo freed his country from 
any title or pretence the king of England might claim 
in North Wales. King John indeed was engaged 
another way, and conſequently in no good condition 
to help himſelf, for having repented of all the indig- 
nities and ſtubbornneſs he expreſſed againſt Pope Inno- 
cent; at this time he received penance at the hands of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to atone for all the ſe- 
verities he had practiſed againſt the church. And to 
reſtore himſelf the more to his Holineſs's favour he 
made the kingdom of England tributary to the church 
of Rome, to be holden of the Pope, in paying him 

the ſum of 1000 marks yearly for ever; and withal 
recalled and reſtored to their former preferments 
and places all ſuch as had been baniſhed, or had vo- 
luntarily fled the kingdom upon the account of 
their ſtrict adherence and ſubmiſſion to the Pope of 
Rome. 1 05 „ ET Oo es 
Nor was this all, for the next year King John with A. D. 121% 
two of his nobility, the Earls of Cheſter and Derby, 
was reſolved upon a voyage to the Holy Land, but 
was unfortunately prevented of his journey, by the 
_ rebellion of his barons, which now broke forth vio- 
lently by reaſon that the king would not grant them 
ſome antient laws and privileges, ſuch as their fore- 
fathers always enjoyed. Therefore the barons en- 
tered into a confederacy with Prince Lhewelyn af 
North Wales, defiring him to make what diverſion 
he could on his part, which they were reſolved to do 
on theirs; and ſo having raiſed an army, they ap- 
pointed Robert Fitzwalter their general. Coming to 
LS is 3s Bedford 
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Bedford, they were honourably received into the ca: 
ſtle by William Beauchamp, and from thenee march. 


ing to London, they were entertained with all the ex. 
preſſions and tokens of joy. King John perceiving 
how powerful they were like to prove, and how tha 
the country did in a great meaſure favour their cauſe, 
thought it his wiſeſt way to nip them in the bud, 


and to fall upon them before they grew too ſtrong; 


and therefore having levied his forces, he marched to- 


gether with William Marſhal Earl of Pembroke, to- 


wards the caſtle of Rocheſter. Being arrived there, 
he laid cloſe ſiege to the caſtle, but the governor Wil- 


liam de Abbineto ſo bravely defended it, that it could 


hardly be taken after three months ſiege, but at length 
the king's men bore on ſo violently, that they took 
it by ſtorm, where beſides William de Abbineto, the 


king took ſeveral of the barons priſoners. This was 


an ill beginning to the deſign of the confederates, and 
what did not add a little to their misfortune, the Pope 


preſently iſſues out his Bull of Excommunication 


againſt Lhewelyn Prince of Wales, and all the En- 
gliſh barons as made war againſt King John, who 
was under the protection of the Church of Rome, 
But Prince Lhewelyn did not regard his threatening 


anathemas, and therefore having raiſed an army, he 


came to Shrewſbury, which was delivered up to him 


without any reſiſtance. And whilſt Lhewelyn re- 


mained there, Giles de Bruce biſhop of Hereford, one 


of the chief of this conſpiracy, ſent his brother Rey- 
nold to Brecknock, whom all the people readily 


owned for their lord; and ſo without the leaſt grum- 
bling or oppoſition he received the caſtles of Aber- 


gefenny and Pencelhy, the Caſtelh Gwyn, or the 


White Caſtle, together with Groſmont caſtle and the 
Iſland of Cynuric. But when the biſhop came thi- 


ther in perſon, he had the caſtles of Aberhondhy, 


Hay, Buelht, and Blaenlhyfny, delivered up to him; 
but thinking he had enough himſelf, and being rather 
deſirous to ſecure his intereſt, and to ſtrengthen his 


party in the country, then to heap more upon his 


own ſhoulders than he was well able to ſupport, he 


beſtowed 
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beſtowed Payn caſtle, Clune and all el upon Wal- 


ch. ter Fychan, the ſon of Eineon Clyd. 
In the mean time, young Rhys the fon 1 Gruf. 


vino fydh ap Rhys, and his uncle Maelgon were reconciled 

th r made friends, and ſo coming both to Dyfed, they 

ue. deſtroyed Arberth and Maenclochoc caſtles, and re- 

Jud covered all ſuch lands as formerly belonged to them, 

18 cxcepting Cemais. But Rhys's brothers Maelgon and 
Owen went to Notth Wales, and did homage and feal- 

to. ty o Prince Lhewelyn, whilſt their brother Prince 

ere Rhys marched forward to Cydwely, and having raſed 

vil. the caſtles of Carnwylheon and Lhychwr, brought all 

uld the country about under his ſubje&tion. But this 

>th was not enough to ſatisfy the ambitious humour of 

: that young prince, for having once taſted the ple: 

the ſure of victory, and the taking and demoliſhing of 

vag | towns, he was reſolved to proſecute his conqueſt 

nd whilſt Fortune ſeemed to favour his undertakings ; 

pe and therefore he led his army againſt Talybont 

on caſtle, which belonged to Hugh de Miles, and forc- 


ing his entrance into the ſame, he put a great num- 
ber of the garriſon to the ſword. The next day he 
marched to Sengennyth caſtle, but the garriſon which 
kept it, thinking it fruitleſs and to no purpoſe to op- 
poſe him, burnt the place and departed to Yſtymlh- 
wynarth. But he followed them at the heels, and 
the next day took it, and raſed it to the ground, 
and over-ran the country in ſuch a violent manner, 
that in three days time, he became maſter of all the 


ly caſtles and fortreſſes in all Gowerland and Morgan- 
# nwc, and ſo returned home with great victory and 
. triumph. At the ſame time Rhys Fychan, otherwiſe 
e Rhys Gryg, young Prince Rhys's uncle obtained his 
& liberty from the king of England, leaving his ſon 


with two more for pledges for his modeſt and peace- 
able behaviour towards his ſubjects, whom at other 
times he was wont to moleſt and oppreſs. About 
this time the abbots of Tal y Llecheu and Fuy 
Gwyn, were conſecrated biſhops, the former of St. 
David's, and the other of Bangor, But the biſhop-of 
Hereford who ſeemed to be the moſt violently inclined * 
againſt 
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againſt King John, and was otherwiſe unwilling to 
part with what he had got in Wales, could not for 
all that refuſe the injunction of the Pope, by whoſe 
expreſs command he was conſtrained to make peace 
with the king, which being concluded, in his return 
homeward, he died at Gloceſter, leaving his eſtate to 

his brother Reginald, who had married the daughter 
of Prince Lhewelyn. 3 5 
But for all that, Giles de Bruce biſhop of Hereford 
was fallen off, and reconciled to King John, yet Prince 
Lhewelyn did not think it convenient to follow his ex- 
ample, and therefore with his whole army he marched 
againſt Carmardhyn, and took the caſtle in five days, 
having raſed it to the ground, he ſucceſſively laid ſiege 
to the caſtles of Lhanſtephan, St. Cleare, and Talach- 
arn, which he uſed after the ſame manner. From thence 
he went to Cardigan, and winning Emlyn caſtle, he ſub- 
dued Cemaes, and then laying fiege to Trefdaeth caſtle, 
in Engliſh called Newport, he quickly took it, and af- 
terwards raſed it to the ground. His next deſign was 
upon Aberteifi and Cilgerran caſtles, but the garriſons 
which defended them, finding it to no purpoſe to wait 
his coming, and ſo to withſtand all his attempts againſt 
thoſe places voluntarily ſurrendered, and by that means 
prevented all the miſchief, which in oppoſing him, 
would in all probability unavoidably attend them. And 
ſo Prince Lhewelyn having ſucceſsfully over-run and 
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| ſubdued all Carmardhyn and Cardigan, triumphantly | 


returned to North Wales, being attended by ſeveral f 
the Welch nobility, ſuch as Howel ap Gruffydh ap Co 
nan, Lhewelyn ap Meredith, Gwenwynwyn Lord of 
Powis, Meredith ap Rotpert, Maelgon and Rhys Fy- 


chan the ſons of Prince Rhys of South Wales, Rhys 


and Owen the ſons of Gruffydh ap Rhys, together | 
with all the power of Madoc ap Gruffydh Maylor 
Land of Bronfidld. uu nn 


A. D. lar. But the next year Prince Lhewelyn returned to A- 


| berteifi to compoſe a difference, which ſince his de- 
3 had happened betwixt Maelgon and Rhys 
Fychan, Prince Rhys's ſons on the one ſide, and Rhys 
and Owen, Gruffydh ap Rhys's ſons on the On: nd 
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Therefore to make up this quarrel, and to reduce 

all matters to a quiet and amicable iſſue, Prince Lhe- 
welyn made an equal diſtribution of South Wales be- 
twixt them, alloting to Maelgon, three Cantrefs in 
Dyfed, viz. Gwarthaf, Penlhwynoc, Cemaes, and Em- 

lyn with Cilgerran caſtle; to young Rhys, two ca- 
ſtles in Yſtratywy, Hiruryn and Maelhaen, Maenor 
Bydfey, with the caſtle of Lhanymdhyfry, and two in 
Cardigan Gwynionyth and Mahwyneon. His brother 
Owen had to his ſhare the caſtles of Aberteifi and 
Nant yr Arian, with three Cantrefs in Cardigan; and 
Rhys Fychan, otherwiſe called Rhys Gryc, had Dy- 
nefawr caſtle, the Cantref Mawr, the Cantref Bychan, 
excepting Hiruryn and Midhfey, together with the 
Comotes of Cydwely and Carnwylhion. This divi- 
ſion being accompliſhed to every one's ſatisfaction, and 

all the lords of South Wales being amicably recon- 
ciled, Prince Lhewelyn took his journey for North 
Wales; but he had not advanced very far, when news 
was brought him that Gwenwynwyn lord of Powis was 
revolted, and was become again the king of England's 
ſubject. This unwelcome news ſtruck very deep in 
the prince's mind, by reaſon that Gwenwynwyn was a 
man of great power and ſtrength in the country, and 
went a great way to repel the incurſions of the Engliſh 
upon the marches, which now he being gone off, could 
not, he feared, be ſo well effected. But however, to 
make the beſt of a bad market, he endeavoured to 
take him off from the Engliſh, and to reſtore him to 

his former allegiance due to himſelf as his natural 
prince; and to that end, he ſent to him ſome biſhops 

and abbots to put him in mind of his oath and promiſe, 
how that he with the reſt of the lords of Wales, had 
obliged himſelf to oppoſe the Engliſh to the utmoſt 
of his power, and had delivered pledges for the ſure | 
performance of what he had then by oath engaged 
in; and leſt he ſhould have forgot what he had then 

promiſed, he was deſired to read his own hand writ- 


ing, whereby it was apparent that he had very un- 
- juſtly violated both his oath and promiſe. But all 
the rhetorick the biſhops could make uſe of, was a 5 
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' Tons againſt King John, landed in the iſland of Tha. 


. ceived homage © 


his way the caſtles of Rygat, Guildford and Farn- | 


ſently ſurrendered to him. King John did not think 
fit to abide his coming, but removing to Hereford, 
in the marches of Wales, he ſent to Prince Lhewelyn | 


ploring their aid and aſſiſtance againſt the French. But 
they refuſing to hearken to his propoſals, he deſtroyed | 
Radnor and Hay caſtles, and marching forward to 
Oſweſtry, which belonged to John Fitzalan, he burnt 
it to the ground, and then departed towards the 


and appointed governors in all the towns and places 
olf ſtrength; whilſt he was making all neceſſary pre- 


ceſter. 
After his. 
the Engliſh nobility proclaimed king, and in a little 
while, moſt of the barons, who upon their hatred to 


came in, and owned their allegiance to his jon Henry, 
though contrary to their oath to Lewis the Dauphin. 


| A. D. 1217. 


defacy with Prince Lhewelyn his father-in-law, againſt 


of force enough to work Gwenwynwyn to a reconci. 
lation with the Prince, and an averſion to the kin 


ſelf, Gwenwynwyn being forced to fly for ſuccour to 
the Earl of Cheſter. „ 


Wbilſt theſe things paſſed in Wales, Lewis the 


* | ; 85 
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of England; and therefore ſeeing nothing would do, 
Prince Lhewelyn was reſolved to make him incapable 
of ſerving the Engliſh, and ſo entering Powis with z | 
ſtrong army, he ſubdued the whole country to him. 


Dauphin of France being invited by the Engliſh ba- 


net, and abe forward to London, he there re. 

all the barons, that were in actual 
war againſt the king. And then ſetting forward to 
Wincheſter, where King John then lay, he took in 


ham, and coming to Wincheſter, had the town pre. 


and Reynald Bruce, deſiring their friendſhip, and im- 


North. But after that he had ſettled his affairs there, | 


parations at Newark to confront the barons, he fell 
ſick, and in a ſhort time died, and was buried at Wor- 


leath his fon Henry, was by ſeveral of | 


King John, had maintained an open war againſt him, 


But what was moſt pernicious to the Welch,  Reynald | 
de Bruce who had all this while maintained a confe- | 


King 
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King John, underhand made his peace with King 
Henry. But he ſuffered ſeverely for his treachery ; 
for young Rhys, and Owen his nephew by his ſiſter, 
ſeeing that he in whom they put their greateſt con- 
fidence, had deceitfully forſaken them, came upon 
him with all their power, and took from him all 
Buelht, excepting only the caſtle. Prince Lhewelyn 
was preſently made acquainted with Bruce's revolt, 
but as ſoon as he was informed that his ſon-in-law was 
gone over to the king of England, he went in great 


fury to Brecknoc, and laying ſiege to the town of A- 
berhondhy, he was with much ado prevailed upon 
by young Rhys to raiſe the ſiege for the ſum of a 


hundred marks; and then croſſing the mountainous 


part of Glamorgan, called the Black Mountains, 
where his carriages ſuffered very much, he came to 
_ Gwyr, and encamping at Lhangruc, Reynald Bruce 
with fix knights in his company, came to meet him, 
deſiring his pardon for his paſt offence, aſſuring him 
that for the future, he would be true and faithful to 


him, and would do his endeavour to aſſiſt him againſt 


the King of England. Prince Lhewelyn was too good 
natured to reject his ſubmiſſion, and ſo did not only 


receive him to his favour, but beſtowed upon him al- 

ſo the caſtle of Senghennyth, which Reynald commit- 

ted to the cuſtody of Rhys Fychen. 
Prince Lhewelyn having ſettled all things in good 


order in Gwyr, marched to Dyfed and being at Cefn 
Cynwarchon, the Flemings ſent their agents to him 
to deſire peace, which the Prince, by reaſon that they 


always adhered to the Engliſh intereſt, would not 


werth biſhop of St. David's, with the reſt of his 
clergy came to the prince to intreat for a peace for 
the Flemings, which after a long debate, was grant- 
ed, and concluded upon theſe terms ; firſt, That 


all the inhabitants of Rhos, and the country of Pem- 
broke ſhould from thence forward ſwear allegiance 
to Prince Lhewelyn, and ever after acknowledge his 
ſovereignty ; ſecondly, That towards the defraying of 
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grant them. And ſo young Rhys, being the firſt 
man, paſſed the river Cledeu to ſtorm the town, Ior- 
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charges in this expedition, they ſhould pay one thou- 
ſand marks to be delivered to him before the enſuing 
feaſt of St. Michael; thirdly, That for the ſure per. 
formance of theſe articles they ſhould deliver up | 
twenty hoſtages, who were to be ſome of the moſt 
principal perſons in their country, Then Prince Lhe. 


welyn having now brought all Wales ſubject to him. 


ſelf, and put matters in a ſettled poſture in South 
Wales, returned to North Wales, having purchaſed ! 
poor: conſiderable honour and eſteem for his martial | 
atchievements in this expedition. 
And now all matters of differences being adjuſted, | 


and the Welch in good hopes of a durable freedom 
From all troubles and hoſtilities ; another accident un- 
happily fell out to croſs their expectation. Lewis the 
Dauphin perceiving the Engliſh barons to ſlight and 
forſake him, concluded a peace with King Henry, and | 
returned to France; and then the barons, the kin 


promiſing to anſwer all their requeſts, and to redreſs | 
their grievances, made their ſubmiſſion, without in- 


cluding the Welch in their articles. They had all this 


while gladly embraced the friendſhip and aid of the | 
Prince of Wales; but now upon their reconciliation | 


to the king, thinking they had no farther need of him, 


they very baſely forſook him, who had been the prin- 


cipal ſupport and ſuccour of their cauſe. And not 
only ſo, but they conſpired together to convert their 


arms againſt Wales, thinking they could without any | 
breach of equity or conſcience, take away the lands of | 


the Welch, to make addition to what ſome of them 


had already unjuſtly poſſeſſed themſelves of. William 
Marſhal Earl of Pembroke opened the ſcene, and 


coming unexpectedly upon the Welch, took the -town 


of Caerlheon. But he got nothing by this, for Rhys 


| A. D. 218. 


Fychan perceiving what he would fain be at, raſed 
Senghennyth caſtle, and all the reſt in his cuſtody in 
that country, and baniſhing the Engliſh with their 
wives and children, divided the country betwixt the. 
Welch, who kept ſure poſſeſſion of it. Prince Lhe- 
welyn alſo finding thoſe to become his foes, who 8 
| 1 | | 3 KX 
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but lately courted his friendſhip, and fearing leſt that _ 


the Engliſh being now in arms ſhould make any at- 
tempt upon his caſtles, augmented the garriſons of 
Carmardhyn and Aberteifi, to make them capable of 
withſtanding the Engliſh, in caſe they ſhould come 
againft them. But though the Welch and Engliſh 
were at open variance and in actual hoſtility one a- 
gainſt another, yet young Rhys with Prince Lhewe- 
lyn's approbation and conſent, thought it adviſeable 
to go and do homage to the king of England, for 
his lands in Wales. This might be thought a mat- 
ter of ſupererogation, to make courtſhip to one who 
was declared enemy to all the Welch, and one that 
would not in all probability, ſuffer him to enjoy a 
quiet poſſeſſion of his eſtate, in caſe he had ability _ 
and opportunity to eject him. But the Welch inte- A. D. 1219. 
reſt was in a great meaſure augmented by a new al- . 
liance with ſome of the moſt powerful among the 
Engliſh ; Rhys Gryc, Prince Rhys's ſon, being mar- 
ried to the Earl of Clare's daughter; and Marret, 
Prince Lhewelyn's daughter, to John Bruce, : 
The Prince of Wales had quickly an occaſion to 1220. 
experience his power, for the Flemings in Dyfed, who 
had lately ſworn allegiance to him, began now to re- 
pent of what they had but a little time ago gladly 
ſubmitted to, and contrary to their oaths, and the 
league they had ſworn to obſerve, they fell upon A- 
berteifi caſtle, which they took. Prince Lhewelyn 
being highly - diſpleaſed with the treacherous prac- 
tices of theſe perjured Flemings, marched with all 
ſpeed to Aberteifi, and having recovered the caſtle, 
which he afterwards raſed, he put all the garriſon 
to the ſword. Gwys was ſerved in the ſame manner, 
and the town of Haverford was burnt to the ground, 
and overrunning Rhos and Daugledhau, he committed 
a lamentable deſtruction throughout the whole coun- 
try. This the Flemings received as the due reward 
of their ſiniſtrous dealing, which made them quickly 
apprehenſive of their folly, and their imprudeut be- 
haviqur towards the Prince of Wales; and therefore 
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. being ſorrowfully ſenſible how unable they were to 


A. D. 1221. 
2 ? 


his father. The Prince therefore having now no 
curb the inſolency of his ſon, and therefore ſent to | 
to deliver up the Cantref quietly, leſt he ſhould be 
forced to take it violently out of his hands. Gruf- 
enjoyed, would neither go to his father, nor deliver 


that he ſhould be fo {lighted by his ſon, made a vehe- | 
ment proteſtation, that he would be ſeverely revenged | 


made all poſſible preparations to oppoſe his father, 


and received him to favour, would not however, per- 
mit him to enjoy Merionyth and Ardydwy; but 


ſiege, and then marching forward to Montgomery, 
built a new caſtle in that town. 


ter having kept himſelf in poſſeſſion of the Cantref of 


both 'armies were ready to join, the differences be 


vailed upon to make his ſubmiſſion to his father. But 


gued ong at his Nau at Aberffraw, when another 
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put a ſtop to his farther progreſs by force of arms, 
they made overtures for ceſſation of all hoſtilities till 
the May following, which being granted them upon 
ſtrict eee Prince Lhewelyn returned to North 
Wales. In the mean time ſome Welch lords beſieged 
Buelht caſtle, which was in the poſſeſſion of Rey. 
nald Bruce, but before they could. take it, King Hen- 
ry brought an army to the marches and raiſed the 


The next year an unhappy diſſention fell out be. | 
twixt Prince Lhewelyn and his ſon Gruffydh this lat- 
Merionyth, contrary to the confent and well-liking of | 
great matter of moment abroad, was reſolved to 
him to command his appearance, and to wiſh him 
fydh was not in the leaſt diſmayed at his threaten- 
ings, but being reſolved to keep what at preſent he 

up the Cantref to him. The Prince being enraged 
both of him and all his accomplices ; and therefore 
coming to Merionyth with a great army, was reſolved 
to drive his ſon out of the country. But Gruffydh 
and drew up his forces to give him battle, but when 
twixt them was happily compoſed, and Gruffydh pre- 


the' Prince, though he forgave his - ſon his offence, 


taking them away from him, and building a caſtle | in 
the latter, returned home. But he had not conti- 
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occaſion called him abroad; for young Rhys being 
diſappointed of Aberteifi, which in the diviſion of 
South Wales was allotted to his ſhare, forſook the 

prince, and put himſelf under the protection of Wil- 
liam Marſhal Earl of Pembroke. Prince Lhewelyn 
hearing this, marched in great haſte to Aberyſtwyth, 
and being deſirous to puniſh Rhys for his deſertion 
from his allegiance due to him, ſeized to his own uſe 
that caſtle, together with all the domain and lands be- 
longing to it. When Rhys underſtood what the prince 
had done, he preſently made his complaint to the king 
of England, who coming to Shrewſbury, and ſending 
for Prince Lhewelyn, adjuſted matters ſo betwixt 
them, that the Prince promiſed to treat with Rhys 
for Aberteifi, after the ſame manner as he had done 
with Maelgon for Caermardhyn. And towards the 
cloſe of the year, John Bruce, Prince Lhewelyn's ſon- 
in-law, obtained leave to fortify Senghennyth caſtle, 
which in right to the prince's grant to Reynald Bruce, 
belonged to him. But young Rhys did not long ſur- 
vive the agreement betwixt him and Prince Lhewelyn; 
for he died the following year, and was buried at 
 Yſtratflur; after whoſe death, the prince divided his 
eſtate betwixt his brother Owen and his uncle Ma- 
eloon. e e 5 „ 1 
William Marſhal Earl of Pembroke was now in A D. 1222. 1 
Ireland, and very buſy in proſecuting the war againſt 
the king of England's enemies in that kingdom; the 
opportunity of whoſe abſence Prince Lhewelyn taking 
advantage of, won the caſtles of Aberteifi and Caer- 
mardhyn, belonging to the Earl; and putting both 
the garriſons to the ſword, placed in their room a 
ſtrong party of his own men. But when the Earl was 
informed of what the Prince of Wales had done, he 
preſently left Ireland, and landed at St. David's with 
a great army, and having recovered his caſtles, he 
treated the Welch after the ſame manner, as Prince 
Lhewelyn had uſed his garriſons, and paſſing forward 
into the prince's country, deſtroyed all before him as 
he went along. The Prince underſtanding how vio- 
lently he came forward, ſent his ſon Gruffydh with a 
. „„ Ws conſiderable 
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conſiderable body of men to check his fury; | 
who coming to Cydwely, and receiving intelligence 
that the magiſtrates of that .place, had a private de. 
ſign to betray him to the enemy, he put the whole 
town in flames, and burnt it to the ground, without 
ſparing either churches, or other religious houſes, 
The Earl of Pembroke had paſſed the river Tywy at 


Caermardhyn, where Gruffydh met him, and gave 


him battle; but the victory proved ſo uncertain, that 
the night was forced to part them; and ſo the Engliſh 
retired over the river. Matthew Paris writes, that the 


Earl obtained a very ſignal victory, and that of the 


Welch there were nine thouſand ſlain and taken; 
though the Welch account, which in this caſe is in 


all hkelihood the beſt, makes the whole army of the 
Welch to conſiſt but of that number. But both armies 
having lain for certain days in that poſture, and the 
river Tywy being betwixt them; Gruffydh, by reaſon ? 
that proviſion began to grow ſcarce in his camp, return- } 
ed back; and then the Earl decamped, and marched to 


Cilgerran, where he began to build a very ſtrong ca- 


ſtle. But before he could have time to finiſh it, he 
received an expreſs from the king, with orders to 
come to him; and ſo he went by ſea to London, leav- 
ing his army at Cilgerran, to continue the work which | 
he had begun. Shortly after, the king, together with 


* 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, came to Ludlow, and 
ſending for Prince Lhewelyn thither, they had good 


hopes to adjuſt all differences, and to make an ami- 
cable compoſition betwixt him and the Earl. But 
when this could not be effected, both parties ſticking 
cloſe to their private intereſt ; the Earl being aſſiſted 
by the Earl of Derby and Henry Pyggot Lord of 


OSD 


Ewyas, deſigned to paſs by land to Pembroke ; but 


his purpoſe being diſcovered to the prince, he de- 


tached his ſon to ſecure the paſſage of Carnwylhion, 
and came in perſon to Mahedryd; which when the 


Earl underſtood, finding it dangerous to proſecute his 


deſign any further, he returned to England; and then 
the prince marched to North Wales. The next ac- 
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tion that paſſed in Wales, was ſomewhat rare, and A. D. 1225. 
not redounding much to the credit and eſteem of the 
Welch; for Rhys Fychan, having by ſome ſiniſtrous 
means or other, taken his father Rhys Gryc, contrary 

to all filial affection and duty, detained him priſoner, 

and would not ſet him at liberty, till he had delivered 

up Lhanymdhyfri caſtle to him. About the ſame time, 
Meredith Archdeacon of Cardigan, Prince Rhys's ſon, 
departed this life, and was honourably interred at St. 
David's, by his father. | 
But a while after, a great ſtorm threatened the 1248. 
Welch; King Henry having raiſed a great army, was 
| reſolved to make a violent proſecution of the Earl of 
Pembroke's quarrel againſt the Prince of Wales, and 

if poſſible, to make all that country, for ever ſubject 

to the crown of England; and ſo being advanced 
into the marches, he encamped at Ceri, Prince Lhe- 
welyn on the other hand, being informed of theſe 

mighty preparations in England, and underſtandin 

that they were intended againſt him, did ule all the 
endeavours poſſible, to make a vigorous reſiſtance z _ 

and having drawn together all the forces he was able 

to levy, thought it his wiſeſt way to meet the Engliſh 

upon the marches, and not to permit the enemy to 
enter his country, Both armies being come in ſight of 
each other, frequent ſkirmiſhes happened betwixt 
them ; but one day, almoſt the whole armies engaged, 

and after a vigorous attack of both ſides, the Engliſh 

at laſt got the worſt, and were forced to retire, having 

a great number of men ſlain and taken priſoners. 
Among the latter, was William Bruce, Reynald's 

ſon, who offered for his ranſom all Buelht, toge- 
ther with a conſiderable ſum of money, which the 
prince would not accept of. But King Henry finding 

that his army was worſted in this rencounter, thought nn 
it beſt to make peace with the prince of Wales, which =_ 
being concluded, Lhewelyn came to the king, and agg 
having paid him all other reſpects, beſides that of ſub- 
miſſion and allegiance, he returned in great honour 
to N Yor Wes, But this action is ſome what other- 
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wiſe laid down by Matthew Paris, who writes, that 


this ſkirmiſh betwixt the Engliſh and Welch hap- 


pened upon another account; for the garriſon of 
Montgomery iſſuing out of the caſtle, to enlarge a 

certain paſſage leading through a wood, where the 
Welch were wont to rob and kill all paſſengers; be. 
gan to fell the timber, and cut down all the buſhes 
which leſſened the road, thereby to make the paſſage 
more clear and ſecure, The Welch receiving intel. 


ligence of this, came preſently upon him in great num. 


bers, and ſurpriſing the enemies, being buly at their 


labour, forced as many as could eſcape, to betake 


_ themſelves for refuge into the caſtle, which afterwards, 


having firſt caſt a deep trench about it, they ſmartly 
inveſted. Hubert de Burgh, Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, and owner of the caſtle, having notice of 
this, ſent preſently to King Henry, deſiring his ſpeedy 
help againſt the Welch, who thereupon eame in per- 


ſon with part of his army, and raiſed the ſiege. Then, 


the reſt of his forces being arrived, he marched into 
the wood, which was five miles in length, and by rea- 
ſon of the thickneſs of the growth, impaſſable; and 


for an eaſy paſſage through it, cauſed it to be burnt }! 
down. After that, he led his army farther into the | 
country, and coming to an abbey called Cridia, which | 
the Welch were wont to take for refuge, he cauſed it 


to be burnt down ; but finding it a very convenient 


i oe for a fortreſs, he granted leave to Hubert de 


urgh to build a caſtle there. But whilſt the work 


was going on, the Welchmen gauled the Engliſh, and 


ſkirmiſhed with them frequently, ſo that many were 
flain on both ſides; but at laſt William de Bruce 


with many others that went abroad to fetch proviſion, 


was intercepted by the Welch, and taken priſoner, 


and moſt of his company were ſlain, among whom, 


one who was knighted a few days before, ſeeing ſome 
of his fellows in great danger, ruſhed boldly into } 


the midſt of his enemies, and after a manful defence, 
bravely loſt his life. Several of King Henry's men 


were corrupted by Prince Lhewelyn, and upon that 
account took no great pains to repulſe the ich 
TTV -< e + . w ick 


rue HISTORY of WALES 5K 


which when the king perceived, and finding withal 
that proviſion was grown very ſcarce in his camp, 
he was forced to conclude a diſhonourable peace 
with the Welch, conſenting to demoliſh that caſtle, 
which with ſo great an expence both of men and 
money was now almoſt finiſhed, upon his own 
charges, Prince Lhewelyn paying only three thou- 
ſand pounds towards it. Then both arniies ſepa- 
rated, Prince Lhewelyn marching to North Wales, 
and the king leaving William Bruce priſoner with the 
Welch, returned to England, having purchaſed no 
{mall diſcredit in this expedition. 
William Bruce was brought to Wales, and there. D. 1230. 
had an honourable confinement in the prince's palace; 
but he had not continued there very long, when he 
began to be ſuſpected of being too familiar with the 
princeſs, King Henry's ſiſter; and as the report went, 
was taken in the very act of adultery; for which the 
prince cauſed him to be hanged forthwith. About the 
ſame time, Lhewelyn, Maelgon's ſon died in North 
Wales, and was buried at Conwey: and Maelgon, 
Prince Rhys's ſon in South Wales, and was buried at 
Yſtratflur ; whoſe eſtate deſcended to his ſon Maelgon. 
And a little after, William Marſhal Earl of Pembroke 1231. 
died, one that ever entertained an inveterate enmity to 
the Welch, and upon whoſe account King Henry had 
chiefly brought his army into Wales. He was ſuc- 
ceeded both in his title and eſtate by his brother Ri- 
chard, who was much more favourably inclined to- 
wards the Welch, and never attempted any thing a- 
 gainft them. But the King of England was reſolved 
to retrieve the honour he had loſt in the late expedi- 
tion againſt the Welch; and therefore being returned 
from France, whither he had made a deſcent, to re- 
cover what his father had loſt in that kingdom, he 
came to Wales; and having remained ſome time in 
the marches, he returned again to England, leaving 
his army under the command of Hubert Burgh Earl 
of Kent, to defend the marches againſt any in- road 
which the Welch might attempt. And he had not 
remained there long when he received es 
Sr oe Sena een 
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put them in ſuch a confuſion, that the greateſt part of 
them was cut off. The king being ſenſible, that this 


ſome of Prince Lhewelyn's moſt experienced officer 
Q „„ 7 he 


Neth, and Cydwely; though Caerlheon held out very 


what miſerable deſolation the Prince of Wales fo ſuc- 
ceſsfully committed upon his ſubjects in theſe coun- 
tries, had him preſently excommunicated ;z and then 
coming to Hereford with a mighty army, he detached 


nobility to Wales. Theſe by the direction of a friar 
of Cymer, unexpectedly as they thought, fell upon a 
party of Welch; who at the firſt encounter ſeemed to 


to be revenged, by burning the abbey of Cymer; but 
the prior, for three hundred marks, prevented it; and 
ſo the king returned to England, having effected no- 
thing in this expedition, beſides the building of Mawd 
caſtle. In the mean time, Maelgon, ſon of Maelgon 


got entry into the town, he put all the inhabitants ta 
the ſword, then deſtroyed all before him to the caſtle | 
gates, which were ſo ſtrongly fortified, that it ſeemed | 
_ almoſt impracticable to take it in any ſhort time, But 
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that a party of Welch had entered the marches near 
Montgomery, whom he forthwith purſued, and ſetting 
upon them ſurpriſedly, he put a great number of 
them to the ſword. Prince Lhewelyn hearing this, 
came in perſon, with a great army to the marches, 
and ſitting before Montgomery caſtle, | he forced Hu- 
bert to withdraw, and then making himſelf maſter of 


the place, he burnt it to the ground, and put the 


garriſon to the ſword; the like fate attended the caſtles 
of Radnor, Aberhondhy, Rhayadr Gwy, Caerlheon, 


ſtubbornly, and the prince had ſeveral of his men de- 
ſtroyed before the place. King Henry being informed of 


the greateſt part of it, with a great number of his 


fly, till they had allured the Engliſh. to purſue them 
to a place where a greater party of Welch lay in am. 
buſcade ; who ruſhing of a ſudden upon the Engliſh, 


was a treacherous inſinuation of the friar, was reſolved 


ap Rhys, laid ſiege to Aberteifi, and having by force 


Maelgon, being joined by his couſin Owen, Gruffydh 
ap Rhys's ſon, was reſolved to try the utmoſt that 
could be effected; and therefore taking with him 
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he broke down the bridge upon the river Teifi, and 
then inveſting the caſtle more cloſely, he fo battered 
and undermined it, that he became in a little time 
maſter of it. * e 1 —_— 
The year following, Prince Lhewelyn made a de-A. D. 1232. MR 
ſcent upon England, and having committed very con- "= 
ſiderable waſte and deſtruction upon the borders, he 
returned to North Wales with a rich booty both of 
men and cattle. King Henry, to correct the Welch 
for theſe grievous devaſtations, and to prevent their 
further incurſions into England, demanded a very 
great ſubſidy of his ſubjects to carry on the war againſt 
the Welch; which being granted him, he made all 
poſſible preparations for his expedition to Wales. In 
the mean time, Randulph Earl of Cheſter died, and 
was ſucceeded in that honour by John his ſiſter's ſon, 
who was afterwards married to Prince Lhewelyn's 
daughter. But the Engliſh in Wales being in expec- 
tation of King Henry's coming thither, began to re- 
pair and fortify their caſtles; and particularly, Ri- 1233. 
chard Earl of Cornwal rebuilt Radnor caſtle, which 
the prince had lately deſtroyed. Prince Lhewelyn was 
ſufficiently ſenſible, that the king of England intended 
an invaſion, and therefore to be before hand with him, 
he came with an army to Brecknock, deſtroyed all the 
towns and caſtles throughout the country, excepting 
Brecknock caſtle, which held out ſo manfully, that af- 
ter a month's ſitting before it, he was at laſt conſtrained 
to raiſe the ſiege. In his return to North Wales, he 
| burnt the town of Clun, recovered all that country 
called Dyffryn Tefeidiat, in the poſſeſſion of John 
Fitzalan, deſtroyed Red caſtle in Powis, and burnt 
Oſweſtry. But what happened very fortunately to 
the Welch, Richard Marſhal Earl of Pembroke be- 
Ing fallen at variance with King Henry, took part 
with Prince Lhewelyn; with whom joined Hubert de 
Burgh, who had lately made his eſcape out of the ca- 
ſtle of Devizes, where the king, upon ſome articles of 
information brought againſt him, had committed him 
to priſon. But the Earl of Pembroke, attended by 
Owen ap Gruffydh ap Rhys, came to St. David's | 
FI OE . | ==" "mA 


| rr ̃²˙ I ̃ ww ̃ ͤ ——wW ENT IP Ä TO TOO Ts OT y at 
: L | pf a tt ws ok 
\ > * 94 : 8 as 
. | ; ; . * 
A 4 : : . * 8 id *X 
\ p : . 


254 Tur HISTORY or WALES, 
and being very glad of an opportunity to revenge 
himſelf upon the king, ſlew every one that owned 
any dependance upon the crown of England. Mael- 
gon and Rhys Gryc, with all the forces of Prince 
Lhewelyn, quickly joined the Earl; who in their 
march through the country, took the caſtles of Car. 
dyff, Abergevenny, Pencelhy, Blaenlhefyni, and 
 Bwlch y Ddinas, which all, excepting Cardyff, they 
burnt to the ground. The king receiving intelligence, 
that the Earl of Pembroke had entered into a confe- 

. deracy with the Prince of Wales, and that he was now 
in open hoſtility againſt his ſubjects in that country, 
gathered a very formidable army, conſiſting, beſides 
Engliſh, of Flemings, Normans, and Gaſcoigns; and 
coming to Wales, he encamped at Groſmont, where 
the Earl, with the Welch army met him. But when 
the Engliſh would have endeavoured to advance fur- 
ther into the country, the Welch oppoſed them, and 
ſo a battle enſued, wherein the Engliſh loft five hun- 
dred horſe, beſides a far greater number of their in- 
fantry, The Welch having gained a conſiderable 
victory in this action, the king was adviſed to with- | 
draw his forces, for fear Jeſt that the Welch ſhould ! 
again ſet upon them, and ſo ſuſtain a greater loſs, | 
which counſel the king willingly hearkened unto, and 
ſo he returned for England. The Engliſh being 
withdrawn, the Earl likewiſe decamped, and marched 
to Caermardhyn, which he beſieged s but after three | 
months vain aſſault, the garriſon moſt bravely de- 
fending the place; and the Engliſh fleet, having 
thrown in new proviſions, he thought it moſt adviſe- 
able to raiſe the fiege. Shortly after, Rhys Gryc, ſon 
to Prince Rhys died at Lhandeilo Fawr, and was ho- 
nourably interred by his father at St. David's. About 
the ſame time, Maelgon Fychan, Maelgon ap Rhys's 
ſon, finiſned Trefilean caſtle, which was begun in 
his father's time. e eh. et 
A. P. 1234. King Henry was not willing to hazard any mor 

% campaigns in Wales, and theretore he appointed Joh! 

of Monmouth, a great ſoldier and general of the En 

gliſh forces, warden of the marches of Weles; whe |} 
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thinking to get to himſelf an eternal name in con- 
quering the Welch, raiſed all the power he could 
and imagining that the Welch could not be privy to 
his purpoſe, he apprehended he could fall upon the 
Earl Marſhal unexpected. But in this, he was to his 
ſorrow moſt widely miſtaken ; for the Earl having re- 
ceived private intimation of his deſign, hid himſelf in 


a certain wood, by. which the Engliſh were to march; 


and when they were come ſo far, the Welch of a ſud- 
den gave a great ſhout, and leaping out of the place 


255 


they had abſconded themſelves in, they fell upon the 


Engliſh, being unprovided; and putting their whole 
army to flight, they ſlew an infinite number both of 
the Engliſh and their auxiliaries. John of Monmouth 
himſelf made his eſcape by flight; but the Earl Mar- 
ſhal entering his country, deſtroyed it with fire and 
ſword. And what added to the miſery of the En- 
oliſh, Prince Lhewelyn in the week after Epiphany, 
joining the Earl Marſhal, made an incurſion into the 
king's territories, deſtroying all before them, from the 
confines of Wales to Shrewſbury ; a great part of which 


they laid in aſhes. King Henry was all this while 
with the biſhop of Wincheſter at Gloceſter, and for 
want of ſufficient power or courage to confront the 


enemy, durſt not take the field; of which being at 


length perfectly aſhamed, he removed to Wincheſter, 


leaving the marches naked to the mercy of the enemy. 


And now, there being no apprehenſion of fear from 


the Engliſh, the Earl of Pembroke, by the counſel 
of Geoffrey de Mariſco, tranſported his army into 


Ireland, thinking to obtain a conqueſt in that king- 
dom; but in the firſt encounter with the Iriſh, he was 


unfortunately ſlain through the treachery of his, own 
men: and ſo his eſtate and title deſcended to his bro- 


ther Gilbert 8 


But King Henry finding it impracticable to force 


the Welch to a ſubmiſſion, and being in a great mea- 


ure weary of continual wars and inceſſant hoſtilities, 


thought it his beſt prudence to make ſome honourable 


agreement with the Prince of Wales; and therefore | 
he deputed Edmund Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the 
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biſhops of Rocheſter, Coventry, Litchfield and Che: 
ſter, to treat with Prince Lhewelyn-about a peace. 
When the king came to meet with them in their re- 
turn from this negociation, being at Woodſtock, he 
was certified of the death of the Earl of Pembroke, 
which he took ſo much to heart, that he preſently 
melted into tears, being afflicted for the death of ſo 
great a perſon, whom he openly declared had not left 


| his ſecond in all his kingdom. Going from thence to 
Gloceſter, he met with the archbiſhop and biſhops, 


* See the Who delivered to him the“ form of the treaty of peace 
Appendix. with Prince Lhewelyn, which he would not conclude, 


_ unleſs upon this condition; That all the Engliſh no- 


bility who were confederated with him, and by evil 
counſel were exiled, ſhould be recalled, and reſtored 


to the-king's favour. The Archbiſhop further ac- 


quainted his Majeſty with what difficulty he had 


brought the matter to this concluſion, being ſometimes 


forced to add threatenings on the king's behalf, with 
his clergy ; to which menaces the prince is ſaid to have 


_ anſwered, That he bore more regard to the kings 
charity and piety, than he did fear his arms, or dread _ 
his clergy. But the king, who was very deſirous of 


a peace, readily conſented to what the prince re- 


quired; and therefore he iſſued out his letters, re- 


calling all the nobles who were outlawed, or other- 


wiſe exiled, requiring them to appear at Gloceſter, 


upon Sunday next before Aſcenſion-day, where they 
ſhould receive their pardons, and be reſtored to their 
eſtates, which the king had taken into his own _ | 


hands. 


The peace being thus concluded betwixt the En- 


5 arr and Welch, Prince Lhewelyn ſer his ſon Gruf- 
* 


dh at liberty, whom for his diſobedient and reſtleſs 


humour he had detained in cloſe priſon for the ſpace 
of ſix years. About the ſame time, Cadwalhon ap 


8 Maelgon of Melienydh, departed this life, who was 


quickly followed by Owen, Gruffydh ap Rhys's ſon, 
a perſon of great worth, and exceedingly beloved, and 


A.D. 1235 Was buried at Yſtratflur, by his brother Rhys. And 


the year following died Owen ap Meredith ap . 21 
. 1 x "25200 


of Cyde wen; and not long after him, Madawc the A. D. 1236. 
ſon of Gruffydh Mayelor, Lord of Bromfield, Chirk, | 
and Yale, who was buried at the abbey of Lhan Eg- 
welt, of Vale Crucis, which he had built; leaving iſ- 
ſue behind him one ſon, called Gruffydh, who ſuc- 
ceeded into the poſſeſſion of all theſe lordſhips. A 
little after, Gilbert Earl of Pembroke, got by treachery 
Marchen caſtle, which belonged to Morgan ap Howe, 
and fortified the ſame very ſtrongly, for fear of Prince 5 
Lhewelyn. The next ſpring Joan, King John's daugh- 237. 
ter, and Princeſs of Wales, departed this life, and was 
buried, according to her own deſire, upon the ſea- 
ſhore, at a place called Lhanfaes; in the iſle of An- 
gleſey; where the Prince, in memory of her, after- 
wards founded a religious houſe, for the order of 
mendicant friars. About the ſame time alio died John 
Scot, Earl of Cheſter, without any iſſue, upon which, 
account the king ſeized that earldom into his own 
hands. Hugh Lupus was the firſt that enjoyed this 
honour, who coming over to England with the Con- 
queror, was by him created Earl of Cheſter, ane 
{word-bearer of England; Habendum & tenendum dia- 
tum comitatum Ceſtriæ, fibi & bæredibus ſuis, ila libere 
od gladium, ſicut ipſe rex totam tenebat Angliam ad coro- 
nam: To have and to hold the ſaid county of Cheſter, 
to him and his heirs by right of the ſword, ſo freely 
and ſecurely as the king held the realm of England in 
the right of the crown. After five deſcents, Randulph 
Bohiui came to be Earl of Cheſter, who was uncle 
to this John, the laſt Earl. This Rendulph had ſe- 
veral encounters with Prince Lhewelyn, and was in 
continual agitation againſt him; but once more par- 
ticularly, meeting with the Prince, and being ſenſible 
of his inability to withſtand him, he was obliged to 
retire for refuge to the caſtle of Ruthlan, which the 
prince preſently beſieged. Randulph perceiving him- 
ſelf to be in danger, ſent to Roger Lacy, conſtable 
of Cheſter, requeſting him to raiſe what ſtrength he 
could poſſible, and come to ſuccour him in this extremi- 
ty. Wherefore Lacy having received this expreſs, called 
to him preſently all his friends, deſiring them 3 _ 


be 
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all the endeavours imaginable to reſcue the Earl from 
that imminent danger which ſo ſeverely threatened 
him: at whoſe requeſt, Ralph Dutton, his ſon-in-law, 
a valourous youth, aſſembled together all the players 
and muſicians, and ſuch as then, being fair-time, had 
met to make merry; and preſenting them to the con- 
ſtable, he forthwith marched to Ruthlan, raiſed the 
ſiege, and delivered the Earl from all his fear. In re- 
compence of this ſervice, the Earl granted the con- 
ſtable ſeveral freedoms and privileges; and to Dutton 
the ruling and ordering all players and muſicians with- 
in the faid country, to be enjoyed by his heirs for ever, 
A. D. 1238. Tn the year 1238, Prince Lhewelyn being diſcom- 
poſed in body, called unto him all the lords and barong 
of Wales to Yſtratflur, where each of them ſwore 
to remain true and faithful ſubjects, and did homage 
to David, Lhewelyn's ſon, whom he had named to 
ſucceed him. Matthew Paris writes, That Prince 
Thewelyn being impotent by reaſon of a palſy, and 
ſore diſquieted by his ſon Gruffydh, ſent ambaſſadors 
to the king of England, ſignifying to him, that for as 
much as he could not expect to hve long, by reaſon 
of his age, he was deſirous to lead the remainder of | 
his days in peace and tranquility : and therefore now } 
purpoſed to ſubmit himſelf to the government and | 
protection of the king, and would hold his lands of | 
him ; promiſing withal, that whenever the king ſhould 
ſtand in need of his help, he would ſerve him both 
with men and money, to the utmoſt of his power. 
The biſhops of Hereford and Cheſter were ſent me- 
diators in this behalf, though ſome of the nobility of | 
Wales openly and peremptorily withſtood it, and upon 
no condition whatſoever would accept of ſuch a prace. | 
But David being declared ſucceſſor to the principality, }; 
began to plague his brother Gruffydh, who though el- | 
der, was yet baſe-born ; and took from him Aruſtly, 
Ceri, Cyfeilioc, Mowdhwy, Mochnant, and Careneon; 
and let him only enjoy the Cantref of Lhyn. But a 
little afterwards he diſpoſſeſſed him of all, and con- 
trary to his oath to the biſhop of Bangor, in whoſe 
protection Gruffydh then remained, took him W | 
e : having 
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having upon promiſe of no violence, obtained to ſpeak 
with him, and ſent him toCricieth caſtle. But whilſt theſe A. D. 1240. 
two brothers continued to entertain an irreconcileable 
odium one to another, their father Prince Lhewelyn 
ap Iorwerth, to the great grief and diſſatisfaction of all 
the Welch, departed this life, and was very honourably 
interred in the abbey of Conwey, after he had reigned 
ſix and fifty years. He was a prince of great courage 
and audacity, and had no leſs prudence in contriving, 
than boldneſs in executing any martial adventure ; he 
was a great ſupport to the Welch, and no leſs a plague 
to the Engliſh; he made very conſiderable conquelts 
upon the borders, and extended the frontiers of Wales, 
much beyond their former limits. He had iſſue by his 
only wife Joan, daughter to King John of England, 

one ſon called David, who afterwards ſucceeded in che 
principality of Wales; ; and a daughter named Gladys, 
who was married to Sir Ralph Mortimer. He had 
allo a baſe ſon, named Gruffydh, whom his brother 
David kept a cloſe priſoner to his dying day. 


DAVID ay LHEWELYN. 


| INCE Lhewelyn ap Torwerth being 1 - d, 
his only legitimate ſon Dayid, whom all the barons 
of Wales had, as is ſaid, in his father $ life-time {worn 
to obey, legally ſucceeded in the government; wherein 
being actually confirmed, he went to the king of Eng- 
land | to Gloceſter, and there did him homage * for his 800 pa 
principality. Then all the barons, both Engliſh andyeadix. | 
Welch who held any lands in Wales, in like 1 manner. 
did homage and fealty for the ſame. But the Engliſh 
could- not long refrain from their wonted hoftilites 
towards the Welch ; z and chereupon Gilbert Marſhal, 
8 2 raking 
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. taking advantage of this revolution, before matters 


more, by reaſon that ſeveral of his nobility and Others, 


of an amicable conſultation he had iraudulently ſeized 
upon in the bilhop's pieſence, without more ado ex- 
communicated him; and then retiring to England, 


ter to the king, deſiring to releaſe Gruffydh out of 


Gruffydh out of cuſtody, both to ſave himſelf from 


{ 
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were thoroughly ſettled, bought an army before the 
caſtle of Aberteifi, which being delivered up to him, 
he fortified with a ſtrong ga irrilon. Prince David was 
as yet too weak to appear in the field; and indeed the 


could not affectionately love him, for that unnatural 
ſpleen he ſnewed to his brother Gruffydh, whom, for 
no viſible reaſon, he detained in cloſe cuſtody, But 
above the reſt, Richard biſhop of Bangor, ſtormed at 
the Prince, and finding that he violated his promiſe, 
in ſetting his brother at liberty, whom under pretence 


made a very querimonious relation of che Whole mat- 


priſon, before the rumour of ſo heinous a fact ſhould 
reach the court of Rome, and ſo reffect upon his Ma- 
jeſty's reputation, King Henry thereupon ſent to his 
nephew Prince David, blaming him highly for ſuch 
a treacherous action, and dealing ſo ſeverely with his 
brother; and then earneſtly requeſted him to deliver 


perpetual defamation, and to deſerve an abſolution {| 
trom the ſevere ſentence pronounced againſt bim. 
But David abſolutely refuſed to comply to the king's 
deſire, aſſuring him, that Wales could never enjoy a 
peaceable time, as long as his brother Gruffydh had 
his liberty. 

Gruffydh being acquainted with his brother's reſo- | 
lution, and thinking that thereby he had unavoidably |} 
diſpleaſed the king of England, privately ſent to King 
Henry, aſſuring him, that if by force he would deli- 

ver him out of brilon, he would not only hold his 
lands for ever from him, but alſo pay him the yearly 
| acknowledgment of three hundred marks; offering 
both to give his corporal oath, and deliver up ſuf. 
ficient pledges for the performance of it; and withal 


| to aſſiſt the King With all his power in bringing 0 
e 
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the reſt of the Welch to his ſubjection. Moreover, 
Gruffydh ap Madawc, Lord of Bromfield, poſitively « | 
aſſured the king, that in caſe he would lead an army 
into Wales, to revenge the falſity and injurious prac- 
tices of David, he would give him all poſſible aid and 
aſſiſtance, Indeed, King Henry, beſides this ſolemn 
invitation, had no weak pretence to come to Wales; 

for Richard, biſhop of Bangor, a fiery man, had pro- 
ſecuted the matter ſo warmly at Rome, that he ob- 
tained of the, Pope alſo to excommunicate David, 
which excommunication being denounced againſt him, 
his lands were pretendedly forfeited. But the king 
being chiefly allured with the promiſes of the Welch 
in the behalf of Gruffydh, levied a very formidable 
army to lead to Wales; ſtrictly commanding by pro- 
clamation, all the Engliſh, who owed him any martial 
ſervice, to repair armed to Gloceſter, by the beginning 
of Autumn. This rendezvous being accordingly per- 
formed, the king came thither in perſon at the time 
appointed, and having regulated his troops, and put 
all matters in convenient order, he marched to Shrewſ- 
bury, where he remained fifteen days to refreſh his 
army, During his ſtay there ſeveral of the nobility 
became ſuitors unto him on behalf of Gruffydh, whoſe 
condition they defired he would commiſerate; among 
whom were, Ralph Lord Mortimer of Wigmore, Wal- 
ter Clifford, Roger de Monte Alto, Steward of Cheſter, 
Maelgon ap Maelgon, Meredith ap Rotpert Lord of 
Cydewen, Gruffydh ap Madawc of Bromfield, Howel 
and Meredith the ſons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedh, 
and Gruffydh ap Gwenwynwyn Lord of Powis. Theſe 
noblemen prevailed fo far with King Henry, that a 
league was concluded between him and Senena the i 
5 of Gruffydh, For the performance of theſe ar- 8. Ar- 
ticles, the aforeſaid noblemen offered to be ſecurities, fend. "= 
and bound themſelves by their ſeveral writings. But see A: 
as if all things had conſpired together againſt Prince Da- ad- 
vid, ſeveral perſons that had been at continual variance 
and enmity among themſelves to this time, were now, 
by reaſon that they equally favoured Gruffydh's cauſe, 
re ooo wed eo": 04. „ 
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made friends among one another: Morgan ap Howe! 


Lord of Cery, made his reconciliation to Sir Ralph 


See Ap- 


pendix. 


Mortimer, and his ſubmiſſion to King Henry, in a 
very ſolemn manner: in the ſame form ſeveral others 


of the nobility, ſubmitted to the king; as, Owen ap 
Howel, Maelgon ap Maelgon, Meredith ap Meredith, 
Howel ap Cadwalhon, and Cadwalhon ap Howel, 


David finding himſelf thus relinquiſhed by the greateſt 


pendix. 


with all ſpeed ſent him his ſubmiſſion. 
See Af- Prince David having given a plenary ſubmiſſion 
to the king, deſired, that being his nephew, and the 


part of his nobility, and particularly by Gruftydh ap 


Madawc, Lord of Bromfield, whom he chiefly feared, 
by reaſon of his great wiſdom and power, and that he 
was much eſteemed by the king of England, could 


not eaſily conclude how to carry himſelf in this per- 
plexity of affairs. But in fine, conſidering with 


himſelf what a puiſſant army King Henry brought 


againſt him, and how himſelf was conſiderably weak- 
ened by the defection of his ſubjects, he thought it 


moſt adviſeable to truckle to the king ; and therefore 


lawful heir and ſucceſſor of his father Prince Lhe- 


welyn, he ſhould enjoy the principality of Wales, ra- 


ther than Gruffydh, who was illegitimate, and in no 
wiſe related to the king; aſſuring him further, that 


the war would never be at an end, if he was ſet at 
liberty. King Henry knowing well the truth of all 
this, and withal being aſſured that Gruffydh was not 
only valiant himſelf, bur had likewiſe very powerful 
abettors and promoters of his cauſe, was very in- 


clinable to aſſent to David's requeſt, and to prevent 
any farther troubles, willingly granted it. There- 
fore David in a while after ſent his brother Gruffydh 


to the king, together with the pledges promiſed for 
the performance of the articles lately agreed upon; 
Who were all ſent to the tower of London to be kept 


in ſafe cuſtody; Gruffydh being allowed a noble a- 
day to provide himſelf with neceſſaries. Shortly af- . 


ter, David came himſelf to London, and after he had 
done his homage, and ſworn fealty to the king of 
England, returned to Wales, being honourably and 


peaceably 


* 
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peaceably diſmiſſed. But as ſoon as Gruffydh found 
out King Henry's mind, and that it was the leaſt part 
of his deſign to {et him at liberty, having flatly de- 
nied the biſhop of Bangor his requeſt therein ; ; he be- 
gan to ſet his brains a- working, and to deviſe means 
whereby he might make his eſcape out of the tower, 
Whereupon, having one night deceived his keepers, 
| he ler himſelf down from the top of the building, 
by a line which he had compoſed out of the ſheets and 
hangings of the room ; which being too weak to bear 
his weight, being a heavy corpulent perſon, let him 
down headlong to the ground ; by the greatneſs of 
which fall he was cruſhed to pieces, and fo preſently 
expired. King Henry being informed of this unhap- 
py accident, ſeverely puniſhed the officers for their 
nexcuſable careleſſneſs; and ordered that his ſon, who 
was kept priſoner with him in the tower, ſhould be 
more narrowly obſerved. 
After this King Henry fortified the caſtle of Dy- 
ſerth in Flintſhire ; and for their paſt ſervice, or rather 
to oblige them to the like after, granted to Gruffydh 
ap Gwenwynwyn all his eſtate in Powis, and to the 
ſons of Conan ap Owen Gwynedh their lands in Me- 
rioneth; And the next year Maelgon Fychan forti-4-D. 12141 
fied the caſtle of Garthgrugyn, John de Mynoc the _ 
caſtle of Buelht, and Roger Mortimer that of Mely- 2244 
enyth. But all theſe preparations were to no pur- 
poſe ; for the following year early, King Henry came 
with an army into Wales, and began very unreaſon- 
ably to moleſt the Welch, and without any juſt pre- 
tence forcibly to ſeize upon their lands and eſtates. 
Indeed, after the death of Gruftydh, he had a mind 
10 longer to keep his promiſe to David, and there- 
fore entitled his eldeſt ſon Edward to the principality 
of Wales, whom he thought to oblige the Welch to 
obey. But Prince David underſtanding his deſign, 
levied all his power for the defence of his juſt right; 
yet finding himſelf unable to withſtand the army of 
the Engliſh, purpoſed to effect that by policy which 
he could | not attain T force.” He ſent therefore to 
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264 TAE HISTORY or WALES. 
the Pope, complaining how that King Henry of Eng. 
land compelled him unjuſtly to hold his lands of him, 
_, and that upon no legal pretence he ſeized the eſtates 
of the Welch at his pleaſure ; telling him moreover, 
that Prince Lhewelyn his father had left him end the 
principality of Wales to the protection of the ſee of 
| Rome, to which he was willing to pay the yearly ſum 
ct five hundred marks, obliging himſelf and his ſuc- 
1 ceſſors by oath, for the due performance of this pay- 
ment, The Pope (you may be ſure) gladly accepted 
of the offer, and thereupon gave commiſſion to the 
two abbots of Aberconwey and Cymer, to abſolve 
David from his oath of allegiance to the king of 
England, and having enquired into the whole ſtate of 
a due quarrel, to tranſmit an account of it to him. The 
See Ap-abbots according to their commiſſion, directed a very 
_ end. poſitive mandate to the king of England. King Henry 
admiring the ſtrange preſumption and confidence of 
theſe abbots, or more the unſatiable avarice and greedi- 
_ neſs of the Pope, ſent alſo to Rome; and with a 
greater ſum of money, eaſily adjuſted all matters: his 
Holineſs being very defirous to make the beſt ad- 
vantage of both parties. F 
But Prince David finding that the Pope minded his 
own gain, more than to juſtify his complaints againſt 
the king of England, thought it to no purpoſe to re- 
ly upon his faith, but judged it more adviſeable to 
vindicate himſelf by force of arms. Having there- 
fore gathered his forces together, (being now recon- 
ciled to, and followed by all the nobility of Wales, 
excepting Gruffydh ap Gwenwynwyn and Morgan ap 
Howel, who alſo ſhortly after ſubmitted to him,) he 
drew up his army to the marches, intending to be re- 
venged upon the Earls of Clare and Hereford, John 
de Monmouth, Roger de Monte Alto, and others, 
who injured and oppreſſed his people ; with whom he 
A. D. 1245. fought divers times, and with various ſucceſs. But in 
the Lent- time next year, the Marchers and the Welch 
met near Montgomery, between whom was fought a 
very ſevere battle; the governor of that caſtle being 
gencral of the Engliſh, and having cunningly placed 
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an ambuſcade of men, pretended, after ſome ſhort 
engagement, to flee, whom the Welch daringly 


purſued, not thinking of any treachery. But as 
ſoon as they were paſt the ambuſhment, up ries 


an unexpected party of men, who falling upon 


the backs of the Welch, put them to a very great 
diſorder, and killed about three hundred men, not 
without a conſiderable Joſs of their own fide, among 
whom was ſlain a valiant knight called Hubert Fitz- 
Matthew. But King Henry being weary of theſe 
perpetual ſkirmiſhes "and daily claſhings between the 


| Engliſh and Welch, thought to put an end to the 


whole with one ſtroke ; and therefore raiſed a very 


great army of Engliſh and, Gaſcoigns, and entered 
into North Wales, purpoling to waſte and deftroy 


the country. But before he could advance very far, 
Prince David intercepted him in a narrow paſs, and 


ſo violently (et upon him, that a great number of his 


| nobility and braveſt ſoldiers, and in a manner all the 


Gaſcoigns were ſlain. The king finding he could ef- 


fect nothing againſt the Welch, invited over the Iriſh, 


who landing in Angleſey, began to pillage and waſte 
the country; but the inhabitants gathering themſelves 
together in a body, quickly forced them to their 
ſhips: after which, King Henry having victualled 


21 manned all his caſtles, een diſſatisfied to 


England. 
Bot concerning this expedition to Wales, and the 
continuance of the Engliſh army therein, a certain 
perſon in the camp, wrote to this effect to his friends Mat. Pat. 
in England: “ The king with his army is encamped 
at Gannock, and is buſy in fortifying that place, ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong already, about which we lay in our 


tents, in watching, faſting, praying, and freezing. 
We watch for fear of the Welch, who were uſed to 


come ſuddenly upon us in the night-time : : we faſt 


for want of proviſion, the halfpenny loaf being now 


riſen and advanced to five pence : we pray that we 
may ſpeedily return ſafe and ſcot-free home: and we 


freeze for want of winter-garments, having but a 


thin linen ſhirt to keep us from the wind. There 
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of the caſtle, near the Welch. The enemy per- 


laid ſiege to the ſhip, which was faſt upon the dry 

ſands; whereupon we-detached in boats three hun- 
dred Welch of the borders of Cheſhire and Shrop- 
ſhire, with ſome archers and armed men, to reſcue the 
ſhip : but the Welch, upon the approach of our men, 
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is -a ſmall arm of the ſea under the caſtle where we 
lye, which the tide reached, by the conveniency of 
which, many ſhips bring us proviſion and victuals 
from Ireland and Cheſter : this arm lies betwixt us 
and Snowden, where the Welch are encamped, and 
is in breadth, when the tide 1s in, about a bow-ſhor, 


Now it happened, that upon the Monday before Mi. 


chaelmas-day, an Iriſh veſſel came up to the mouth 
of the haven, with proviſion to be fold to our camp, 


which being negligently looked to by the mariners, 


was upon the low ebb ſtranded on the other fide 


ceiving this, deſcended from the mountains, and 


withdrew themſelves to their uſual retirements in the 


rocks and woods, and were purſued for about two 


miles by our men afoot, who flew a great number 


of them. But in their return back, our ſoldiers be- 


ing too covetous and greedy of plunder, among other 


ſacrilegious and profane actions; ſpoiled the abbey 
of Aberconwey, and burnt all the books and other 
choice utenſils belonging to it. The Welch being 
diſtracted at theſe irreligious practices, got together in 

great number, and in a deſperate manner ſetting up- 


on the Engliſn, killing a great number of them, and 


loſt a conſiderable number of our men, and chiefly 
thoſe under the command of Richard Earl of Corn- 
wal; as Sir Alan Buſcell, Sir Adam de Maio, Sir 

Ef EEE eo 103 07 ee 


following the reſt to the water- ſide, forced as many as 
could not make their eſcape into the boats, to commit 
themſelves to the mercy of the waves. Thoſe they 
_ took priſoners they thought to reſerve for exchange; 
but hearing how we put ſome of their captive nobi- 
lity to death, they altered their minds, and in a re- 
vengeful manner ſcattered their dilacerated carcaſſes 


along the ſurface of the water. In this conflict, we 


1 


„ 


eſcaped their hands. 
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Geoffry Eftuemy, and one Raimond a Gaſcoign, with 
about an hundred common ſoldiers. In the mean 
time, Sir Walter Biſſet ſtoutly defended the ſhip till 
midnight, when the tide returned; whereupon the 
Welch, who aſſailed us of all fides were forced to with- 


267 


draw, being much concerned that we had fo happily 


three hundred hogſheads of wine, with a plenty of 
other proviſion for the army, which at that time it 
ſtood 1n very great need of. But the next morning, 
when the fea was returned, the Welch came merrily 


down again to the ſhip, thinking to ſurpriſe our men; 


but as luck would have it, they had at full ſea the night 
before relinquiſhed the ſhip, and returned ſafe to the 
camp. The enemy mifling of our men, ſet upon the 
cargo of the ſhip, carried away all the wine and other 
proviſions; and then when the ſea began to flow, they 


put fire to the veſſel, and returned to the reſt of the 


army. And thus we lay encamped in great miſery 
and diſtreſs for want of neceſſaries, expoſed to great 


and frequent dangers, and in great fear of the pri- 


The cargo of this ſhip, was 


vate aſſaults and ſudden incurſions of our enemies. 


Oftentimes we ſet upon and aſſailed the Welch, and 


cattle, which very triumphantly we conveyed to our 
camp. For the ſcarcity of proviſion was then fo 


great, that there reniained but one hogſhead of wine 


in the whole army; a buſhel of corn being fold for 


and an hen for eight pence; ſo that there happened 


in one conflict we carried away an hundred head of 


twenty ſhillings; a fed ox for three or four marks; 


a very lamentable mortality both of man and horſe, 


for want of neceſſary ſuſtenance of life“. 


The Engliſh army having undergone ſuch miſe- 


ries as are here deſcribed, and King Henry, as is faid, 


perceiving it was in vain for him to continue any 


longer in Wales, where he was ſure to gain no 


great credit, he returned with his army into England, 


being not very deſirous to make another expedition 


into Wales, 
Wales, and thoſe that had favoured and maintained 
: 5 Gruffydh's 


Then all the nobility and barons of 
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Gruffydh's cauſe, were made friendsand reconciled to 
Prince David, to whom they vowed true and perpe. 
tual allegiance. But the Prince did not long ſurvive 
this amity and agreement between him and his ſub. 
jects: for falling ſick toward the beginning of this 
year, he died in March, at his palace in Aber, and 
was buried at Conwey, leaving no iſſue to ſucceed, 


A.D. 1246. The only thing unpardonable in this prince, was his 


over jealouſy and ſeverity againſt his brother Gruf. 
fydh, a perſon ſo well beloved of the Welch, that 

upon his account their affection was much cooled, 
and in ſome entirely alienated from their prince, 
Indeed thus much may be ſaid for David, that Gruf. 
fydh was a valourous and an aſpiring man, and if ſet at 
| liberty, would bid fair to eject him out of his princi- | 
pality; which King Henry of England too (who 


thought he might bring over David, a milder man, 
to what terms he pleaſed,) was ſcnſible of, when he 
would by no perſuaſion diſmiſs him from cuſtody i in 


the tower of London. But this occaſioned all the 
diſturbances that happened in his time, the Welch 


themſelves, for the love they bore to Gruffydh, in- 


viting the king of England to come to invade their 
country, and to correct the unnatural enmity their 


Prince expreſſed to his brother. 


ferences were over, the king of 


But when all dif- 


England returned with 


his army ſhamefully back, and the Prince and his no- 
bility reconciled; the Welch might have expected a 
very happy time of it, had not death taken the Prince 
ſo unnaturally away, before he had well known what 


a peaceful reign was. 


LHEWELYN 


41 * 
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LHEWELYN ar GRUFFYDH. 


Pa RI N CE David being dead, the principality of 
North Wales legally deſcended to Sir Ralph Morti- 


mer, in right of his wife Gladys, daughter to Lhe- 
welyn ap Iorwerth. But the Welch nobility being al- 
embled together for the electing and nominating a 


ſucceſſor, thought it by no means adviſeable to ad- 
mit a ſtranger to the crown, though his title was ne- 


ver ſo lawful; and eſpecially an Engliſhman, by 


whoſe obligations to the crown of England, they 


muſt of neceſſity expect to become ſubjets, or ra- 
ther ſlaves to the Engliſh government. Where- 
fore they unanimouſly agreed to fet up Lhewelyn and 


Owen Goch, the ſons of Gruffydh, a baſe fon of Lhe- 
welyn ap lorwerth, and deities to Prince David; who 
being ſent for, and appearing before the aſſembly, al 
| the nobles and barons then prefent, did them homage, 
and received them for their ſovereigns. But as ſoon 


2s the King of England underſtood of the death of the 


Prince of Wales; che thought the country being in an 


unſettled and wavering condition, he might effect great 
matters there; and therefore he ſent one Nicholas de 


Miles to South Wales, with the title of Juſtice of that 
country, with whom he joined in commiſſion Mere- 


dith ap Rhys Gryc, and Meredith ap Owen ap Gruf- 


fydh; to eject and difinherit Maelgon Fychan of all 
bis lands and eſtate in South Wales. The like in- 


jurious practices were committed againſt Howel ap 


Meredith, who was forcibly robbed of all his eſtate in 
Glamorgan by the Earl of Clare. Theſe unreaſonable 
extortions being inſupportable; Maelgon and Howel 
made known their grievances to the Princes of North 


Wales, deſiring their ſuccour and aſſiſtance for the re- 


cov cry of their lawful inheritance from the encroach- 
ments 
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ments of the Engliſh. But the king of England un. 
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derſtanding their deſign, led his army into Wales, 
upon whoſe arrival, the Welch withdrew themſelves 


to Snowden. hills, where they fo tired the Engliſ 


army, that the king finding he could do no good, 
after ſome ſtay there returned back to England. With. 


in a while after, Ralph Mortimer, the huſband of 


Gladys Dhu died; leaving his whole eſtate, and with 
it a lawful title to the principality of North Wales, 
to his ſon Sir Roger Mortimer. 


A. D. 124). The next year nothing memorable paſſed between 
NI. Pars, the Engliſh and the Welch, only the diſmal effects of 


page 739. 


the laſt year's expedition, were not worn off; the ground 
being uncapable of cultivation, and the cattle being 
in great meaſure deſtroyed by the Engliſh, occaſioned 


great poverty and want in the country. But the 


greateſt calamity befel the biſhops; Sr. Aſaph and 


Bangor being deſtroyed and burnt by the Engliſh, 


the biſhops thereof were reduced to that utmolt ex- 


tremity, as to get their ſubſiſtence by other mens 


charity ; the biſhop alſo of St. David's deceaſed, and 


he of Landaff had the misfortune to fall blind. In 


the biſhoprick of St. David's ſucceeded Thomas, ſur. 


named Wallenſis, by reaſon that he was born in Wales; 
who thinking himſelf obliged to benefit his own coun- 
try what lay in his power, deſired to be advanced from 


the archdeaconry of Lincoln to that fee : which the 


1248. 


king eaſily granted, and confirmed him in it. The 
next ſummer proved ſomewhat more favourable to 
the Welch; Rhys Fychan ſon to Rhys Mechyl, won 
from the Engliſh the caſtle of Carrec Cynnen, which 


| his unkind mother, out of malice, or ſome ill opl- | 
nion entertained of him, had ſome time before pri- 


vately delivered up to them. And about the fame 


time the body of Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn baſe ſon to 


| Lhewelyn ap Iorwerth, was recovered from the king 
of England, by the earneſt ſollicitations of the ab- 
bots of Conwey and Yiſtratflur; who conveying it 


to Conwey, beſtowed upon it a very pompous and 
honourable interment, 


Alfter 
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After this, the affairs of the Welch proceeded A. P. 1255. 


peaceably for a long while, and the country had ſuf- 
ficient opportunity to recover its former plenty; but 


at laſt, to make good the proverb, that Plenty begets 


Far; they began, for want of a foreign enemy, to quar- 
rel and fall out among themſelves. Owen was too high 
and ambitious to be ſatisfied with halt the principality, 


and therefore muſt needs have a fling at the whole; 


wherein fortune fo far deceived him, that he loſt his 
own ſtake, as will afterwards appear. But the better 
to encompaſs his deſign, by {ly inſinuations he per- 
ſuaded David his younger brother to ſecond his cauſe; 
and they with joint intereſt levied their power, with 
intention to dethrone their elder brother Lhewelyn, 
But that was no eaſy matter; for Lhewelyn was pre- 
pared to receive them, and with a puiſſant army met 
them in the field, and ſo was reſolved to venture all 


upon the fortune of a battle. It was ſtrange and 


grievous to behold this unnatural civil war; and the 


more grievous now, by reaſon that it ſo manifeſtly 
weakened the ſtrength of the Welch to withſtand the 


incurſions of the Engliſh, who were extremely pleaſed 
with ſo fair an opportunity to fall upon them. But 


they were too far engaged, to conſider of future in- 


conveniencies; and a trial of war they muſt have, 
though the Engliſh were ready to fall upon both ar- 
mies. The battle being joined, the day proved bloody 
on both ſides, and which was like to conquer was 


not preſently diſcovered; till at length Owen began 
to give ground, and in fine was overthrown, himſelf 


and his brother David being taken priſoners, Lhe- 


 welyn, though he had ſufficient reaſon, would not put 


his brothers to death; but committing them into 


_ cloſe priſon, ſeized all their eſtates into his o.] nn 


bands, and ſo enjoyed the whole principality of 
Wales. VNo»Akw;f e SET 


The Engliſh ſeeing the Welch at this rate oppreſs 


and deſtroy one another, thought they had full li- 


berty to deal with them as they pleaſed ; and there- 


upon began to exerciſe all manner of wrong and in- 
Juſtice againſt them; inſomuch that the next year, all 
FW EF > oe 


1256, 


108 ot 


1 


2 Tat HISTORY or WALES, 
the lords of Wales came in a body to Prince Lhe. 
welyn, and declared their grievances, how 'unm: rei. 
Folly Prince Edward (whom his father had ſent 0 
Wales) and others of the nobility of England dealt 
with them, how without any colour of juſtice they 
ſeized upon their eſtates, without any room for ap. 
peal; whereas, if themſelves offended in the teat, 
they were puniſhed to the utmoſt extremity. In fine, 
they ſolemnly declared, that they preferred to die ho- 
nourably in the field, before to be lo unmercifully en- 
ſlaved to the will and pleaſure of ſtrangers. Prince 
Lhewelyn was not a ſtranger to all this; and now 
having happily diſcovered the bent and inclination 
of his ſubjects, was reſolved to proſecute, if poſſible, 
the expulſion of the Engliſh, and to be revenged up- 
on them for their moſt cruel, and almoſt inhuman 
practices towards the Welch. Having therefore drawn 
all his power together, being accompanied by Mere- 
dith ap Rhys Gryc, in the ſpace of one week he re- 
covered out of the hands of the Engliſh all the in- 
land country of North Wales, and then all Merio- 
nuyth with ſuch lands as Prince Edward had uſurped | 
in Cardigan, which he beſtowed upon Meredith the 
fon of Owen ap Gruffydh. Having alſo forced Rhys 
Fychan out of Buelht, he conferred it upon Mere- 
dith ap Rhys; and in like manner beſtowed all the | 
lands which he recovered, between his nobles; reſerv- 
1 ing nothing to his own uſe, beſides Gwerthryneon, 
8 A. D. 125%. the eſtate of Sir Roger Mortimer. The next ſum- 
mier, he entered into Powis, and made war againſt 
Gruffydh ap Gwenwynwyn, who always had taken 
part with, and owned ſubjection to the king of Eng- 
land, which he totally overcame, excepting the caſtle 
of Poole, ſome ſmall part of Caerneon, and the coun- 
try lying upon the banks of the Severn, 
But Rhys Fychan was not ſatisfied with the loſs of 
Buelht, and therefore was reſolved to try to recover 
it; to which end, he went to the king of England, 
of whom he obtained a very ſtrong army, com- 
manded by one Stephen Bacon, which being ſent by 
ſea, landed at Caermardhyn in the Wü 
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prom thence the Engliſh marched to Dynefawr, and 
laid ſiege to the caſtle, which valiantly held out, until 
Lhewelyn's army came to its relief. Upon the ar- 
rival of the Welch, the Engliſh decamped from be- 
fore the caſtle, and put themſelves in poſture of bat- 
tle, which the Welch perceiving, they made all haſte 
to anſwer and oppoſe them. Whereupon there enſued 
a very terrible engagement which laſted a very lon 

while; this being for number of men the geen 
battle that had been fought between the Engliſh and 
the Welch. Bur the victory favoured the Welch, the 
_ Engliſhmen being at length forced to fly, having loſt 
| above two thouſand men, beſides ſeveral barons: and 
knights who were taken priſoners. After this the 
prince's army paſſed to Dyfed, where having burnt 
all the country, 'and deſtroyed the caſtles of Aber- 
corran, Lhanſtephan, Maenclochoc and Arberth, with 
all the towns' thereunto belonging, returned-to North 
Wales with much ſpoil. But as ſoon as he was ar- 
_ rived, great complaints were exhibited to Prince Lhe- 
welyn againſt Jeffrey Langley lieutenant to Edward 
Earl of Cheſter, who without any regard to equity 
and conſcience, moſt wrongfully oppreſſed the in- 
habitants of Wales under his juriſdiction, Where- 
upon the prince to puniſh the maſter for'the ſervant's 
fault, entered with ſome part of his army into the 


Earl's eſtate, burnt and deſtroyed all his country on 


both ſides che river Dee, to the gates of Cheſter. 


Edward had no power. at preſent to oppoſe him, but 
being reſolved to be revenged upon the Welch with 
the firſt opportunity, he defired aid of his uncle, 
then choſe king of the Romans, who ſent him a 
ſtrong detachment, with which he purpoſed to give 
Prince 2 Lhewelyn battle. But finding him too ſtrong, 
he thought! it more adviſeable to defiſt from hoftil: ty, 


the prince's army conſiſting of ten thouſand expe- 


rienced men, who were obliged by oath, rather all 
to die in the field, than ſuffer the Engliſh to gain any 


I advantage over the Welch. But Gruffydh ap Madoc 
Maelor, Lord of Dinas Bran, a perſon of notorious 
reputation for injuſtice and oppreſſion, baſely for- 
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Dok the Welch his countrymen, and with all is 
forces went over to the Earl of Cheſter. 
g A. D. 1258. The next year Prince Lhewelyn paſſed to South 
\ Wales, and ſeized into his hands the land of Ce. 
maes, and having reconciled the difference betwixt 
Rhys Gryg and Rhys Fychan, he won the caſtle of 
Trefdracth, with the whole country of Rhos, except. 
ing Haverford. There he marched in an hoſtile manner 
toward Glamorgan, and raſed to the ground the ca. 
ſtle of Lhangymwch, and then returning to North 
Wales, he met by the way with Edward Earl of 
Cheſter, whom he forced precipitouſly to return back. 
But before he would put an end to this expedition, he 
muſt needs be revenged upon that ungrateful fugitive 
Gruffydh ap Madoc Maelor, and thereupon paſſin 
through Bromfield, he miſerably laid waſte the whole 
country. Upon this the kings of England and Scot- 
land ſent to Lhewelyn requiring him to ceaſe from ho- 
ſtility, and after that unmerciful manner to deyour, 
and forcibly to take away other mens eſtates. The 
prince was not over ſollicitous to hearken to their 
requeſt, but finding the time of the year very ſea- 
ſonable for action againſt the Engliſh, he divided his 
army into two battles, each of theſe conſiſting of | 
1500 foot and 500 horſe, with which he purpoſed to 
enlarge his conqueſt. Edward Earl of Cheſter, to 
prevent the blow which ſo deſperately hung over his 
head, ſent over for ſuccours from Ireland, of whoſe 
coming Prince Lhewelyn being certified, manned out 
a fleet to intercept them, which meeting with the 
_ Iriſh at fea, after a ſharp diſpute, forced them to 
return back with loſs. King Henry being acquainted 
with the miſcarriage of the Iriſh, reſolved to come 
in perſon againſt the Welch, and having drawn to- 
gether the whole ſtrength of England, even from 
St. Michael's mount in Cornwal to the river Tweed, 
marched ' with his ſon Edward in a great rage © 
North Wales, and without any oppoſition advanced 
as far as Teganwy. But the Prince had ſtopped his 
farther progreſs and prevented any long ſtay he could 
make in Wales, having before hand cauſed all manner 
77 Ort er GER ⁵³˙¹ AAA ĩ ĩ ĩ²˙ ˙Äͤ. 
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THE HIST ORT OT WALES. 278 
of proviſion and forage to be carried over the river, 
and then ſecuring the ſtrait and narrow paſſages where - 
by the Engliſh might get farther into the country; 
the army was in a ſhort time ſo mortally fatigued, 
that the king for want of neceſſary ſubſiſtence was 
forced to retire in haſte to England with conſider- 
able loſs. i 5 
The prince after that ſending for all the forces in 
South Wales, came to the marches, where Gruffydh 
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Lord of Bromfield finding that the king of England 1 6 
was not able to defend his eſtate yielded himfelt u a 
and then paſſing to Powis, he baniſhed Gruffydh ap 9 


Gwenwynwyn, and took all the lands in the country 
into his hands. Proceeding farther, he was encoun- 
tered with by Gilbert de Clare Earl of Gloceſter, who 
with a choice party of Engliſh gave him battle, But 
Lhewelyn's army exceeding both in number and cou- 
rage, eaſily vanquiſhed and overcame the Engliſh, and 
ſo the victory being quickly obtained, the prince pre- 
ſently reduced to his power all the caſtles belonging 
to the Earl of Gloceſter. King Henry hearing of 
the EarPs overthrow, was much concerned at the loſs 
of ſo many brave ſoldiers, in whoſe valour and ex- 
perience he always put a very great confidence, and 
therefore to revenge their deaths, he was again re- 
ſolved to march againſt the Welch. Having called 
his forces together, and received ſupply from Gaſcoign 
and Ireland he came to Wales, but not daring to 
venture far into the country, for fear of being forced 
to make another ſhameful retreat, he only deſtroyed 
the corn near the borders, it being harveſt time, and 
ſo returned to England. But Lord James Audley, 
whoſe daughter was married to Gruffydh, Lord of 
Bromfield, did more miſchief and hurt to the Welch, 
who having brought over a great number of horſe- 
men from Germany to ſerve againſt the Welch, ſo 
terrified them with the unuſual largeneſs of the horſes, 
and the unaccuſtomed manner of fighting, that in 
the firſt encounter the Welch were eaſily overcome. 
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| the Welch in a little time after made in-roads into the 
Lord Audley's lands, where the Germans preſently ſet 

upon them, and purfued them to certain ſtraits, which 

the Welch diſcovered for a politick retreat, The 
Germans thinking they had entirely drove the Welch 
away, returned careleſsly back, but being ſet upon of 

the ſudden, without any thought of an enemy behing, 

they were all in a manner lain by the rallying Welch, 

This year a very great ſcarcity of beefs and horſes 
happened in England, whereof ſeveral thouſands year- 

ly were ſupplied out of Wales, by reaſon of which, 

N the marches were perfectly robbed of all their breed, 
4 and not fo much as a beaſt to be ſeen in all the bor: 


=. ders. . | 
4p. 125) The next ſpring all the nobility of Wales convened 
cdcogether and took their mutual oaths to defend their 
country to death, againſt the oppreſſing invaſions of 
the Engliſh, and not to relinquiſh and forſake one 
another upon pain of perjury ; though notwithſtand- 
ing, Meredith ap Rhys of South Wales violated this 
agreement, and put himſelf in the ſervice of the king 
of England. King Henry was ready to fall upon 

the Welch, to which purpoſe he ſummoned a par. 
liament, wherein he propoſed to raiſe a ſubſidy to- 

_ wards the conqueſt of Wales, being not able of him- 

ſelf to bear the expences of this war, by reaſon of 
ſeveral loſſes he had already received, the country of 
Pembroke being lately deſtroyed and taken by the 
Welch, where they found plenty of ſalt, which be- 

fore they were in great neceſſity of, But William 

de Valentia accuſing the Earls of Leiceſter and Glo- 

ceſter as the authors of all this miſchief quite broke 

all their meaſures, ſo the king was forced to prorogue 

the parliament for a' time without any grant of a 
ſubſidy. But within a while after, it ſat at Oxford, 
where King' Henry and Edward his ſon took a ſo- 
lemn oath to obſerve the laws and ſtatutes of the 

tealm, and the ſame being tendered to Guy and 
William the king's brothers, and to Henry fon to 

the king of Almain, and to Earl Warren, they 
refuſed to take it, and ſo departed, In _ por 
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Taz HISTORY os WALES. 277 
| ament the lords of Wales fairly proffered to be tri- 
ed by the laws for any offence they had unjuſtly 
committed againſt the king, which was mainly op- 
poſed by Edward, who cauſed one Patrick de Canton 
(to whom the lordſhip of Cydwely was given, in caſe 
he could win and keep the ſame) to be ſent to Caer- 
mardhyn as lieutenant for the king with whom Mee 
redith ap Rhys was joined in commiſſion. Being ars 
rived at Carmardhyn, Patrick ſent to the Prince, to 
deſire him to appoint commiſſioners to treat with him 
concerning a peace, which he conſented to, and with- 
out any ſuſpicion of treachery, ſent Meredith ap 
Owen, and Rhys ap Rhys to Emlyn; if poſſible, 
to conclude the ſame. But Patrick meaning no ſuch 
thing, laid an ambuſcade for the Welch, who coming 
| honeſtly forward, were by the way villainouſly ſet upon 
by the Engliſh, and a great many ſlain; but thoſe 
that happily eſcaped, calling up the country, preſent- 
ly gave chaſe to Patrick and his accomplices; who 
being at length overtaken, were almoſt all put to 
the ſword, But Prince Lhewelyn was now altoge- 
ther bent upon a peace, and did not only deſire it, 
but was willing to purchaſe it for a ſum of money, 
to which purpoſe he offered to give the king 4000 
marks, to his ſon goo, and 200 to the queen, which 
the king utterly refuſed, replying, That it was not a 
ſufficient recompence for all the damages he had ſuf- 
fered by the Welch. Matthew of Weſtminſter re- 
porteth, that about Michaelmas this year, the biſnop 
of Bangor was commiſſioned by the prince and no- 
bility of Wales to treat with the king of England a- 
bout a peace, and to offer him 16, ooo pounds for the 
ſame, upon theſe conditions, that according to their 
antient cuſtom, the Welch ſhould have all cauſes tried 
and determined at Cheſter, and that they ſhould freely 
enjoy the laws and cuſtoms of their own country; but 7 
| what was the reſult of this treaty, my author does not 
There being no hopes of a peace, Prince LhewelyhA.D. 126. 
early next year appeared in the field; and paſſed to _ I} 
South Wales, and firſt fell foul upon Sir Roger Mor- 
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a timer, who contrary to his oath, maintained the king 
of England's quarrel. Having forcibly diſpoſſeſſed 
him of all Buelht, and without any oppoſition taken 
the caſtle, where was found a plentiful magazine, he 

= marched through all South Wales, confirming his con. 

p. rr. queſt, and afterwards returned to his palace at Aber, 

= —& 262. betwixt Bangor and Conwey. The year following, 

F Owen ap Meredith Lord of Cydewen died. But the 

next ſummer was ſomewhat more noted for action, 
a party of Prince Lhewelyn's men took by ſurpriſe 
the caſtle of Melienyth, belonging to Sir Roger Mor- 
timer, and having put the reſt of the garriſon to the 
ſword, they took Howel ap Meyric the governor with 
his wife and children priſoners ; and after that, the 
caſtle was demoliſhed by the prince's order. Sir 
Roger Mortimer hearing of this, with a great 
body of lords and knights came to Melienyth, where 
Prince Lhewelyn met him, but Sir Roger not daring | 
to hazard a battle, planted himſelf within the ruins, 
and finding he could do no good, deſired leave of the 
prince to retire peaceably. The Prince upon the ac- 
count of relation and near conſanguinity betwixt them, 
and withal becauſe he would not be ſo mean ſpirited 
as to fall upon an enemy, who had no power to reſiſt 
him, let him ſafely depart with his forces, and then 
paſſing on himſelf to Brecknock at the requeſt of the 
people of that country, who {wore fidelity unto him; 
| ſo paſſed on and returned to North Wales. And now 
being confederate with the barons againſt King Henry, 
he was reſolved to practiſe ſomething in the prejudice 
of the Engliſh, and ſo ſet upon the earldom of Cheſter, 
_ deſtroyed the caſtles of Tygannmy and Diſerth belong- 
ing to Edward, who coming thither, was yet not able 
do prevent the miſchief done to him by the Welch. 

1263. The next year John Strange junior, conſtable of Mont- 

gomery with a great number of marchers, came a little. 
before Eaſter by night, through Ceri to Cydewen, in- 
trending to ſurpriſe the caſtle, which when the people 

of the country underſtood, they gathered- together, 
and ſetting upon them, ſlew two hundred of h.s meny 
but Strange with a few got ſafely back, _ 1 A 
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Within a While after, the marchers and the Welch 

met again near a place called Clun, where a hot en- 
gagement happened between them, in which the Welch | 

were worſted, and had a great number of their men 

lain. After this, nothing remarkable fell out for a 
conſiderable time, unleſs it were, that David being re. 

leaſed out of priſon by Prince Lhewelyn his brother, 

moſt ungratefully forfook him, and with all his might, 

ſided with his enemies the Engliſh ; alſo Gruffydh ap 

Gwenwynwyn having taken the caſtle of Mold, de- 

moliſhed it to the ground; During this quiet and un- 

active interval in Wales, Meredith ap Owen, the main 
ſupport and Gender of South Wales died, to the 

great diſadvantage of the affairs of that country. And. p. 1268, 

now indeed, the Welch were like to be made ſenſible 

of the loſs of fo conſiderable a perſon, for King Henry 

was refolved once more to lead an army into Wales, 

and to ſee if he could have better ſucceſs than he had 

hitherto againſt the Welch. But when he was re- 

pared to undertake this expedition, Ottobonus, Pope 
Clement's legate in England, interpoſed and meditated 

a peace, which was concluded upon at the caftle of - 

Montgomery, wherein it was articled, that Prince 

Lhewelyn ſhould give the king thirty choufand marks, I 

and the king was to grant the prince a charter, from 

thenceforth to receive homage and fealty of all the no- 
bility and barons of Wales, beſides one, ſo that they 

could hold their lands of no other but himſelf, and 

from thence forward he was to be lawfully ſtiled 

Prince of Wales. This charter being ratified and 

confirmed as well by the authority of the pope, as the 

king's ſeal; Prince Lhewelyn deſiſted flott any far 

ther acts of hoſtility, and punctually obſerved alF che 
articles of the agreement betet him and King Hefiry, 

ſo that nothing more was outrageouſly tranſacted be- 
tween the Engliſh and Welch, during the remainder ' 
of this king's reign. Within that ſpace, died Grono ' 

ap Ednyfed Fychan one of the chief lords of the 


prince's council, and ſhortly after him Gruffydh Lord | 
of eee who lies buried at Vale Cruct.” 
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A. D. 1222. But the death of King Henry put an end to the ob- 
| ſervations of the peace betwixt the Engliſh and Welch, 
who dying on the ſixteenth day of November this year, 
left this kingdom to his ſon Edward. Prince Edward 
was then in the Holy Land, and very active againſt 
thoſe enemies of chriſtianity, the Turks, where he had 
already continued above an year; but underſtanding of 
his father's death, and that in his abſence he was pro- 
claimed king of England, he made all haſte to return 
to receive the ſolemnity of coronation. But what by 
the tediouſneſs of the journey, and what by being ho- 
nourably detained at princes? courts in his way, it was 
two years before he could get into England, then 
upon the fifteenth of Auguſt, and in the year 1274, he 
was crowned at Weſtminſter. Prince Lhewelyn was 
ſummoned to attend at his coronation, but he flatly 
_ refuſed to appear, unleſs upon ſure terms of ſafe con- 
duct, for having offended ſeveral of the Englſh nobi- 
lity, he could not in ſafety paſs through their country |} 
without the danger of expoling his perſon to the inve- 
terate malice and acceptable revenge of ſome of them, 
And therefore without the king's brother, the Earl of 
Gloceſter, and Robert Burnell Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, were delivered up as pledges for his ſafe con- 
duct, he would not come to do his homage and fealty 
at his coronation, according to the writ directed to 
him. And indeed, ſeeing King Edward had broke the | 
peace lately concluded upon before the Pape's legate, | 
and did receive, and honourably entertain ſuch noble- | 
men of Wales, as for their diſloyalty were baniſhed 
by Prince Lhewelyn, by whom he feared ſome trea- 
chery ; there was no reaſon that the prince ſhould pay 
him any ſubjection, but by the breach of peace was 
exempted from all homage. However, Prince Lhe- 
welyn to ſhew that it was not out of any ſtubbornnels or 
diſreſpect to the king of England, that he refuſed to 
come, ſent up his reaſons by the abbots of  Yſtrat-, 
flour and Conwey to Robert Kilwarby archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; and the reſt of the ORs then ſitting 
in convocation in the New Temple at London, which 
were to this effecx. pe 
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To the moſt" Reverend Fathers in God, 


Robert, Archbiſhop. of Canterbury, 
and Metropolitan of all England, the 


Archbiſhop of York, and the reſt of 
the Biſhops in Convocation; Lhe- 


welyn Prince of Wales and Fal of 


onen, ſendeth grceting.! 


W E would have your Lordſhips to underſtand; 


that whereas formerly moſt terrible and in- 
ceſſant wars were continually managed betwixt Henry 
king of England and Ourſelf; the ſame were at laſt 


compoſed, and all matters of differences were adjuſted 


by the means of his Excellency Cardinal Ottobonus, 


the Pope's legate, who having drawn the articles and 
conditions of the peace agreed upon, they were ſigned 
and ſwore to, not only by the king, but alſo the 
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prince his ſon, now king of England. Among theſe 


articles were comprehended, that We and our ſucceſ- 


ſors ſhould hold of the king and his ſucceſſor, the 


principality of Wales, ſo that all the Welch lords, one 
baron excepted, ſhould hold their baronies and eſtates 
in capite of Us, and ſhould pay their homage and fealty 
for the ſame to Us; We in like manner doing homage 
to the king of England and his ſucceſſors. And be- 
ſides, that the king and his ſucceſſors ſhould never of- 


fer to receive and entertain any of Our enemies, nor 
any ſuch of Our own ſubjects as were lawfully ba- 


niſhed and excluded our dominions of Wales, nor by 


any means defend and uphold ſuch againſt Us. Con- 


trary to which articles, King Edward has forcibly 


ſeized upon the eſtates of certain barons of Wales, 
of which they and their anceſtors have been imme- 


morably poſſeſſed of and detains a barony, which by 


the form of peace ſhould have been delivered to us,z .- 


and moreover, has hitherto entertained David 


 Gruffydh our brother, and Gruffydh ap Gwetiwyli- , 
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| wyn, with ſeveral other of Qur enermes who are outlayy 
and amore Our country, and though We have of. 


ten exhibited Our grievances and complaints againſt 


them, for deſtroying and pillaging our country, yet We 


could never obtain of the king any relief or redreſs for the 


ſeveral wrongs and injuries we received at their hands; 


but on the contrary they {till perſiſt to commit wiſtes 
and other outrages in Our dominions. And for all 
this, he ſummons Us to do him homage at a place 


which is altogether dangerous ts Our perſon, where 


Our inveterate enemies, and which is worſe, Our own 
unnatural ſubjects, bear the greateſt ſway and reſpect 


with the king. And though we have alledged ſeveral 


reaſons to the king and his council, why the place by | 


him aſſigned, is not ſafe and indifferent for Us to come, 
and defire him to appoint another, whereto we might 


with more ſafety reſort, or elfe that he would ſend com- 


miſſioners to receive Our oath and homage, till he could 


more opportunely receive them in perſon; yet he would 
not aſſent to Our juſt and reaſonable requeſt, nor be ſa- 
tisfied with the reaſons We exhibired for Our non- ap- 
pearance. Therefore We deſire your lordſhips earneſt- 


: ly to weigh the diſmal effects that will happen to the 


ſubjects both of England and Wales upon the breach 
of the articles of peace, and that you would be pleaſed 
to inform the King of the ſad conſequence of another 


war, which can no way be prevented, but by uſing 
Us according to the conditions of the former peace, 
which for Our part, We will in no meaſure tranſgteſs. 


But if the king will not hearken to your counſel, We 


hope that you will hold Us excuſed, if the nation be 
diſquieted and troubled thereupon, which as much 


as in Us lieth We endeavour to prevent. 


King Edward would admit of no excuſe, nor 


| hearken to any manner of reaſon in the eaſe, but 


Was unmercifully enraged, and conceived an Wer 


donable diſpleaſure againſt Prince Lhewelyn, which 
yet he thought convenient to conceal and diſſemble 


for a time. Indeed, he conld never abide Eee 


Taz: HISTORY or WAL E S. 
ſince the time that he was vanquiſhed and put to 
flight by him at the marches, ſo that the chief cauſe 
of King Edward's anger, originally proceeded from a 

oint of honour, which this refuſal of homage ſerved 


— 
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* 


ſufficiently to increaſe. But to proſecute his revenge, 


which upon this ſcore is in princes very fierce and un- 


forgetful, in a ſhort time he came to Cheſter, meaning 
to recover by force what he could not obtain by fair 
means. From hence he ſent to the Prince of Wales, 
requiring him to come over and do him homage, 


which Lhewelyn either abſolutely refuſing or willingly» 


detracting to do, King Edward made ready his army 


to force him to it. But there happened an accident A. D. 127 


which took off a great part of Prince Lhewelyn's ſtub- 


bornneſs; for at this time the counteſs of Leiceſter the 
widow of Simon Montfort who lived at Montargis a 
nunnery in France ſent over for Wales her daughter, 


the Lady Eleanor, (whom Lhewelyn extremely loved) 


with her brother Aemerike, to be married to the 
prince, according to the agreement made in her fa- 
ther, Earl Montfort's time. But Aemerike fearing to 


touch upon the coaſt of England, ſteered his courſe 


towards the iſlands of Scilly, where by the way they 


were all taken by four Briſtol ſhips, and brought to 


King Edward, who received the lady very honourably, 


but committed her brother priſoner to the caſtle of 


Coff, whence he was afterward removed to the caſtle of 
Shirburne. The king having obtained this unexpec- 
ted advantage over Lhewelyn, began boldly. to fall 
upon him, and ſo dividing his army into two batta- 


| hons, led One himſelf into North Wales, and advanced | 
as far as Ruthlan, where he ſtrongly fortified the ca- 


ſtle. The other he committed to Paganus de Ca- 


mutiis, a great ſoldier, who entering into Weſt Wales, 


burned and deſtroyed a 


eat part of the country. 
But the people of South 


"ales, fearing, that his next 


expedition was levelled againſt them yoluntarily ſab- 
mitted themſelves to the king, and did him homage, 
and then delivered up the caſtle of Yitratywy to 
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Prince Lhewelyn hearing of this and finding hit 
own ſubjects to forſake him, but more eſpecially being 
deſirous to recover his eſpouſe the Lady Eleanor. 
thought it likewiſe adviſeable to ſubmit, and there. 
fore ſued to King Edward for a peace, who granted 
it, but upon very ſevere conditions upon Lhewelyn' 
ſide. The agreement conſiſted of ten articles, which 
were, I. That the prince ſhould ſet at liberty all man- 
ner of priſoners, that upon the king's account were de. 
tained in cuſtody. II. That for the king's favour and 
good-will; he ſhould pay 50,000 marks, to be re- 


ceived at the king's pleaſure. III. That theſe four 


cantreds or hundreds, viz. Cantref Ros, where the 


_ king's caſtle of Teganwy ſtands; Ryfonioc, where 
Denbigh; Tegengl, where Ruthlan; Dyffryn Clwyd, 
where Rhuthyn ſtands, ſhould remain in the king's 


hands. IV. That the Lords Marchers ſhould quietly 
enjoy all the lands they had conquered within Wales, 


_ excepting in the iſle of Angleſey, which was wholly 


granted to the Prince. V. That in conſideration of 


this iſland, the prince ſhould pay 5000 marks in 
hand, with the reſerve of a 1000 marks yearly to be- 


gin at Michaelmas; and in caſe the prince died with- 
out iſſue, the whole iſland ſhould return to the king. 


VI. That the prince ſhould come every year to Eng- 
land to pay his homage to the king for all his lands. 


VII. That all the barons of Wales, excepting five in 


* Snowden, ſhould hold their lands and eſtates of the 


king, and no other. VIII. That the title of Prince 


ſhould remain only for his life, and not deſcend to 
his ſucceſſors, and after his death, the five lords of | 


- "Snowden ſhould hold their lands only from the king. 
IX. That for the performance of theſe articles, the 


pririce ſhould deliver up for hoſtages ten perſons of 


the beſt quality in the country, without impriſon- | 
ing, difinheriting, and any time of redemption de- 
termined, Arid farther, that the king ſhould chuſe 
twenty perſons in North Wales, who beſides the prince: 
ſhould take theit oaths for the due performance of theſe 


articles, and in caſe the prince ſhould ſwerve and recede 


from them, and upon admonition thereof not repents 


— 99 — | 1 Vw © - 


his compoſition delivered out of priſon. 
King Edward having impoſed theſe ſevere and un- 
mercitul conditions upon Prince Lhewelyn, and for 
a better ſecurity for the performance of them, built 
a caſtle at Aberyſtwyth, returned very honourably --. 
into England; upon whoſe arrival, the people will- 
ingly granted him a ſubſidy of the twentieth part of 
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they ſhould forſake him, and become his enemies. X. The 
Prince was obliged to ſuffer his brethren quietly to 


enjoy their lands in Wales, whereof David for his fer- 


vice was dubbed knight by the king, and had the 


Earl of Derby's widow given in matrimony, and with 
her as a Portion, the caſtle of Denbigh' in North 


Wales, beſides a 1000 pounds in lands. His other 
brother Roderic was lately eſcaped out of priſon into 
England, and the younger called Owen, was upon 


4 


their eſtates towards his charges in this war. But 


it ſeems very probable that .Prince Lhewelyn ſubmit- 


ted to theſe intolerable conditions, more upon the ac- 


count of his amours, and to regain the Lady Eleanora 


out of the king of England's hand, than that he was 


_ apprehenſive of any conſiderable danger he might re- 


ceive by the Engliſh troops. For it is hardly con- 
ceiveable, that a prince of ſuch notorious conduct 


and valour, would ſo eaſily accept of ſuch hard terms, 


and in a meaſure deliver up his principality, when 
there was no neceflity ſo to do, withour reſiſting an 


enemy, whom he had frequently overcome, and forced 
to retire back with greater inequality than the En- 
gliſn had at preſent over him. But the force of love 


worked wonders, and in this caſe proved moſt irre- 


ſiſtible, which to obtain, Lhewelyn did not think hard 
to forfeit his proper right to his inveterate enemies, 
and for ever to exclude his poſterity from ſucceed- - 
Ing in their lawful inheritance. The next year 


therefore, he had his wiſh, accompliſhed, and was 
married to Eleanora at Worceſter, the king and 


queen, with all the. nobility and perſons of quality 
in England, honouring the wedding with their pre- 


ſence, 5 5 
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But this ſpecious amity, and the peace lately con: 
cluded betwixt them did not laſt long, the Engliſh 
N in the marches and in- land countries of 
Vales, preſuming upon the prince's ſubmiſſion to 

the king, grievouſſy oppreſſed the inhabitants of the 
country, with new and unheard of exactions, and 
with intolerable partiality openly encouraged the 
' Engliſh to defraud and oppreſs the Welch. _ Theſe 

inſupportable practices moved the Welch to go in 
a body to David Lord of Denbigh, to endeayour x 
reconciliation between him and his brother the prince, 
that they both being at unity, might eaſily deliver 
themſelves and their country from the unmerciful 
A. D. 1281. tyranny of the Engliſh. David was not ignorant of 
the miſeries of his countrymen, and therefore gladly 
ſubmitted to be reconciled: to his brother, with promiſe 
never to fide again with the king of England, but to 
become his utter enemy. This happy union being 
thus effected, David was choſe general of the army, 
with which he preſently marched to Hawarden, and 

ſurpriſing the caſtle flew all that oppoſed him, and 
took Roger Clifford priſoner, who had been ſent by 
King Edward, Juſtitiar into thoſe parts. From thence, | 
being joined by the prince, he paſſed to Ruthlan, and 
laid ſiege to the caſtle; but upon notice given that 
the king was marching to raiſe the ſiege, he thought 
convenient to withdraw, and to retire back, At the 
ſame time Rhys ap Maelgon and Gruffydh ap Mere. 

dith ap Owen, with other lords of South Wales, took 
from the Engliſh the caſtle of Aberyſtwyth, with di- 
vers others in that country, and ſpoiled all the peo- 
ple thereabouts, who owned ſubjection to the crown 
of England: In the mean while, John Peckham 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, perceiving how matters 
were like to proceed between the king and the prince, 
and how the kingdom was effectually involved in a 
war, of his own proper motion came to Prince Lhe- 
welyn, to endeavour a re-ſubmiſſion from him and his 
brother David to King Edward, and: ſo to put a ſtop 
to any farther hoſtilities. Se, 
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But he fent before- hand to the prince and peo - 


ple of Wales, intimating to them, That for the 


love he bore co the Welch nation, he undertook this 
arbitration, without the knowledge, and contrary: to 
the king's liking; and therefore earneſtly deſired, 


char they would ſubmit to a peace ith the Engliſh, 


which himſelf would endeavour to bring to paſs. And 


brought to a concluſion, they could hardly find ano. 
ther who, would ſo heartily eſpouſe their caule ; and 
farther threatened, that in caſe they contemned and de- 


87 


becauſe he could make no long continuance in thoſe | 
parts, he wiſhed them to conſider, how that if he 
ſhould be forced to depart before any thing wass 


rided his endeavours, he. would not only infligate 


the Engliſh army, now greatly ſtrengthened and in- 
creaſed, to fall upon them, but alſo ſignify their ſtub- 
bornnels to the court and biſhop of Rome, who 


| eſteemed; and honoured, England, beyond any other 


kingdom in the world. Moreover, he much lar 


mented to hear of the exceſſive cruelty of the Welch, 


even beyond that of the Saracens and other infidels, 
who never refuſed to permit flayes and captives to be 
ranſomed; which the Welch were ſo far from prac- 
tiſing, that even ſome time they ſley thoſe for whoſe 
redemption they received money. And whereas they 
were wont to eſteem and reverence holy and eccle- 
ſiaſtical perſons, they are now fo far degenerated 


from devotion and ſanctity, that nothing is more ac- 


ceptable to them than war and ſedition, which they 


had now great need to forſake and repent of. Laſtly, 


he propoſed, that they would ſignify to him, where- 


in, and what laws and conſtitutions of their's was 
violated by the Engliſh, and by what means a firm 


and a laſting peace might be eſtabliſned; which, af 


they rejected, they mult expect to incur the decree 


and cenſure of the church, as well as endure the 


violent in- roads and depredations of a powerful ar- 


Io theſe, partly admonitions, and partly threaten- 
ings of the archbiſhop, Prince Lhewelyn returned an 
$ "x N . l 770 : | 


anſwer * 
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anſwer: '*< That he humbly thanked his Grace for the 
ains and trouble he undertook in his, and his ſub. 
jects“ behalf; and more particularly, becauſe he would 
venture to come to Wales, contrary to the pleaſure 
and. good liking of the king. And as for concluding 

a peace with him, he would not have his Grace be 
ignorant, that with all readineſs he way, willing to 
ſubmit to it, upoa condition that the king would duly 
and fincerely obſerve the fame. And though he would _ 

A. P. 1281, be glad of his longer continvance in Wales, yet he 
hoped that no obſtructions would happen of his fide, 
why a peace (which of all things he moſt deſired) 
might not be forthwith concluded, and rather by his 
Grace's procuring than any others ſo that there 
would be no farther need of acquainting the Pope 
with his obſtinacy, nor moving the king of England 
to uſe any force againſt him. And though the king- 
dom of England be under the immè liate protection 
of the ſee of Rome, yet when his Holineſs 'conies to 
_ underſtand of the great and unſufferable wrongs done 
to him by the Engliſh how the articles of peace were 
broken, churches and all other religious houſes in 
Wales were burned down and deſtroyed, and religious 
perſons unchriſtianly murdered, he hoped he would 
rather pity and lament his condition, than with ad- 
dition of puniſhment encreaſe and augment his ſor- 
row. Neither ſhall the kingdom of England be any 
wiſe diſquieted and moleſted by his means, in caſe 
the peace be religiouſſy obſerved towards him and 
his ſubjects. But who they are that delight them- 
ſelves with war and bloodſhed, manifeſtly appears 
by their actions and behaviour; the Welch being 
glad to live quietly upon their own, if they | 

might be permitted by the Engliſh, who coming 
to the country, utterly deſtroy whatever - comes 1n 
their way, without regard either to ſex, age, or re- 
ligious places. But he was extreme ſorry: that any 
one ſhould be ſlain, having paid his ranſom; the 
author of which unworthy action he did not pretend 
to MEntain,: but would inflict | WE him his condign 
1 puniſhment, 
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uniſhment, in caſe he could be got out of the woods 
and deſarts, where as an outlaw, he lives undiſcovered, 
But as to commencing a war in a ſeaſon inconvenient, 
he proteſted he knew nothing of that till now; yet 
thoſe that c1d fo, do ſolemnly atteſt that to be the 
only meaſure they had to ſave themſelves, and that 


they had no other ſecurity for their lives and for- 


tunes, than to keep themſelves in arms. Concerning 


his fins and treſpaſſcs againſt God, with the aſſiſtance 


of his Grace, he would endeavour to repent of; nei- 
ther ſhould the war be willingly continued by him, in 


caſe he might ſave himſelf harmleſs; bur before he 


would be unjuitly diſpoſſeſſed of his legal property, 
he thought it bur reaſonable, by all poſſible meaſures 
to defend himſelf. And he was very willing, upon 


due examination of the treſpaſſes committed; to make 


ſatisfaction and retribution of all wrongs committed 
by him and his ſubjects; ſo that the Engliſh would 
obſerve the ſame on their fide; and likewiſe was ready 
t conclude a peace, which he thought was im- 
poſſible to be eſtabliſhed, as long as the Engliſh had 
no regard to articles, and ſtill oppreſs his people with 


new and unwarrantable exactions. Therefore ſeeing 


his ſubjects were unchriſtianly abuſed by the king's 
_ 6fficers, and all his country moſt tyrannically harraſſed, 


be ſaw no reaſon why the Englith, upon any fault of 
his ſide, ſhould threaten to bring a formidable army to 


his country, nor the church pretend to cenſure him: 
iceing alſo, he was very willing upon the aforeſaid 
conditions, to ſubmit to a peace. And laſtly, he de - 
fired his Grace, that he would not give the more cre- 
dit to his enemies, becauſe they were near his perſon, 
and could deliver their complaints frequently, and by 
word of mouth; for they who made no conſciznce of 
oppreſſing, would not in all probability, ſtick to de- 
fame, and make falſe accuſations ; and therefore his 
Grace would make a better eſtimation of the whole 
matter, by examining their actions, rather than be- 
licving tgeir words.“ . 1 
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Prince Lhewelyn having to this purpoſe replied in 
eneral to the archbiſhop's articles, preſented him 

with a copy of the ſeveral grievances, which himſelf 
and others of his ſubjects had wrongfully and unjuſtly 
received at the hands of the Engliſh, and theſe, though 
ſomewhat tedious, arethought neceſſary to be particularly 
inſerted in the appendix, by reaſon that they demonſtrably 


vindicate the Welch nation, from the unreaſonable af. 


e alas the Engliſh of theſe times caſt upon it. 


or, the breach of peace, and the occaſion of thoſe dif. 


mal diſturbances in the kingdom, are, by the Engliſh 


writers of thoſe times wholly attributed to the reſtleſs 


and rebellious humour and unconſtant temper of the 
Welch: whereas, had they looked at home, they might 


have found the original of all theſe troubles, to have 


proceeded from the intolerable extortions and inſup- 


portable oppreſſions of their own nation. For who- 
ever ' conſiders theſe unmerciful grievances, and the 


| manifold wrongs the Welch endured, it cannot in rea- 
ſon be expected, but that they would endeavour to 


vindicate themſelves, and repel force by force. For 
had the Engliſh the liberty of diſpoſſeſſing them wrong - 


fully of their proper inheritance and eſtates, and it was 
not lawful for the Welch to endeavour the defending 


and keeping of their own? and muſt they be reckoned 


diſobedient, and promoters of ſedition, upon the ac- 


count that they would not be trampled under, and en- 
ſlaved by the Engliſh? theſe meaſures were too hard 


and intolerable, and ſcarce allowable in an infidel na- 


tion; to oppreſs, (and what in them lay) eradicate a 
people, for no other reaſon, than becauſe they were 
weaker and more helpleſs than themſelves; and then, 


what is worſe, to accuſe them of being authors of ſe: | 
dition, becauſe they would not ſuffer themſelves to be 


peaceably enſlaved, but endeavoured to vindicate their 


right by main force. Bur it is highly probable, that 
King Edward had no inclination to obſerve, what ar- 
ticles of agreement ſoever were concluded upon; and 


therefore encouraged his deputies in the marches and 


inland country of Wales, in all their oppreſſions and 


ſiniſtrous | 
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ſiniſtrous dealings towards the Welch. This was the 
beſt method, and the moſt expedient means to reduce 
the country of Wales to ſubjection to the crown of 
England, which the king had long ago intentionally 
effected; and to accuſe the Welch of not obſerving 
the conditions of peace, was a ſpecious pretence to 
bring that actually to paſs, and to lead an army into 
the country. But whatever the Engliſh might pretend, 
it is evident the Welch had the greater occaſion to See the 
complain, as appears from the grievances committed end. 
as well againſt the prince himſelf, as others of his ſub- 
was... © | 5 
| The archbiſhop having read over theſe grievances, 
and finding the Welch to be upon good reaſon. guilt- 
leſs of that ſevere character, which by the malicious 
inſinuations of the Engliſh, he had conceived of them, 
went to King Edward; requeſting him to take into 
conſideration the unjuſt wrongs and injuries done to 
the Welch; which if he would not redreſs, at leaſt he 
might excuſe them from any breach of obedience to him, 
ſeeing they had ſo juſt a reaſon for what they did. The 
king replied, That hewillingly forgave them, and would 
make reaſonable ſatisfaction for any wrong done; ſo 
that they had free acceſs to declare their grievances. 
before him; and then might ſafely depart, in caſe it 
| would appear juſt and lawful has ag The arch- 
biſhop upon this thought he had obtained his purpoſe, 
and therefore, without any ſtay, poſted it to Snowden, 
where the prince and his brother David reſided ; and 
having acquainted them with the king's mind, ear- 
neſtly deſired that they, and the reſt of the nobility 
of Wales, would ſubmit themſelves, and by him be 
introduced to the king's preſence. Prince Lhewelyn, - 
after ſome times conference and debate, declared that 
he was ready to ſubmit to the king, with the reſerve. 
only of two particulars; namely, his conſcience, whereby 
he was obliged to regard the ſafety and libertiesof his peo- 
ple; and then the decency of his own ſtate and quality. 
Fut the king underſtanding by the archbiſhop, | how 
| BE os W- 


_— 
br 
* 
* 
. 
8 
7 
Let 
i 
* — A 
> 1 J 
1 5 
1 * %* 
Re 
2 — 
* 
- 42:0 
WE i. 
2 * 
* by 
AT vb 
N oy 
_ 
> * 
2 
4 » : 
FH 
"a 
d 
23 A 
=. 
0" 
by & FT. 
N 
8 Os 
) ” + 
, FP 
* 4 
7 FF 
4 
a C 
8 : 
1FB Y 
F 
* La 
x + 
07 - þ+ 
7 
4 
EI. = 
. * 
4 = 
1 
5 \ 
FB. 
14 
1 
- PI 
5 * N # 
11237 
1 44 
* 
$6205 
: 
\ 71 
7 i 
3 
1.99 
by © \ N 
3s. 1 
*  * WE: ” 
* 5 
7 
44 2 
1 
4 * 
4 I 5% 
4 3 
* . 
5 
41 * L 
5 1 
4 20: x 
$3F- © 
= 
** & 
p 
»* 7-4 
: &* 
7 > 7 
bf 
R 
* 
* * 
14 1 . — q 
5 
4 
AS 7 
0 ©. 
1 e 
# i A 
1 1 
29 11 
45 . 
* + 
* x 3.50 
- x * 
N. 3 
+3 iO WE > 
7 BE OG 
L 4 : KIT 
>» £47 
15 1 
{: +8. 
1 4 1 
. 
5. 8 * 
. 
wc 7 
atk : 4 
1 2 
1 1 «| 
* N 
1 -7 
s 
14 E 0 
2. 3.7 
1 zz 
r 
O45 
* v7 
£4 36 
oy 4 + 
1 > 
» 42 
* . © 3 
. 3 
3+. 
4 \ SF 
8 "ny 
* * A A 
I 
4 14 
NN 
n 
— TY KY 
5 44 'Y 
„ 7 m 
* at by ＋ 
5 
T1 * 
* a. v 
11 
b Sx, 28 
. 
1 
we < 5 2 
1 5 
"RIS 
x4 |: 2K 3 
1 4 
$ ©. 
F - ſp ; ri 
r 
1" * 
7 33 
. 2 ID = 
* H Ag 
. *. £ 
41 p 
s 7 
* 1 
4; 1.0 
N 
"= a a \ 
7 I a 
> » 
pr 
* 1 
1 
3 2 4 
> 1 
* 4 
1 * * 
1 3&5 
1 * 
* T 
_” "7 7] 
3 
Th . 
AM 
1 


292 


Tax HISTORY os WALES, | 
that the prince ſtood upon terms, poſititvely refuſed to 
conſent to any more treaty of peace, than that he ſhould 
ſimply ſubmit without any farther conditions. The 
archbiſhop had experience enough, that the Welch 


would never agree to ſuch propoſals; and therefore de. 


ſired of his Majeſty, that he would give him leave, 
with the reſt of the Engliſh nobility preſent, to con. 
fer and conclude upon the matter; which being 
granted, they unanimouſly reſolved upon the follow. 


ing articles, and ſent them to the prince by John 
Wallenſis, biſhop of St. David's. 


I. The king will have no treaty of the four can- 


treds, and other lands which he has beſtowed upon 


his nobles; nor of the iſle of Angleſey. 


II. In caſe the tenants of the four cantreds ſub- 
mit themſelves, the King purpoſeth to deal kindly 


and honourably with them; which we are ſufficiently 


fatisfied of, and will, what in us lies, endeavour to 
o . 


III. We will do the like touching Prince Lhe- | 


welyn, concerning whom we can return no other 


anſwer, than that he muſt barely ſubmit himſelf to 
the king, without hopes of any other conditions. 


| Theſe were the publick articles agreed upon by 
the Engliſh nobility, and ſent to Prince Lhewelyn; 
beſides which, they ſent ſome private meaſures of 


agreement, relating both to him and his brother Da- 


vid; promiſing, that in caſe he would ſubmit, - and 


put the king in quier poſſeſſion of Snowden, his Ma- 
jeſty would beſtow an Engliſh county upon. him, 


with the yearly revenue of a thouſand pound fter- BY 


ling. And moreover, his daughter ſhould be pro- 
vided for, ſuitable to her birth and quality, and all 
his ſubje&s according to their eſtate. and condition; 
and in caſe he ſhould have male iſſue by a | ſecond 
wife, the aforeſaid county and:a thouſand pound ſhould 


remain to his poſterity for ever. As for David, the 
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prince's: brother; if he would conſent to go to the 
Holy Land, upon condition not to return but upon 
the king's pleaſure, all things ſhould be honourably 
prepared for his journey with reſpect to his quality; 
and his child maintained and provided for by the 


king. To theſe the archbiſhop added bis threats; 


That in caſe they did not comply, and ſubmit them- 
felves to the king's mercy, there were very ſevere 
and imminent dangers hanging over their heads; a 
formidable army was ready to make an in- road into 


their country, which would not only gaul and op- 


preſs them, but in all probability totally eradicate 


the whole nation: beſides which, they were to ex 
pect the ſevereſt cenſure and puniſhment of the 


* 


church!!! $ STOR? ee eee en 
But all this could not force ſo unlimited a ſub- 
miſſion from the prince, but that he would ſtick 


upon ſome certain conditions; and therefore by let- 
ter he acquainted the achbiſnop, That he was with 
all willingneſs deſirous to ſubmit himſelf to the king; 


but withal, that he could not do it but in ſuch a man- 


ner as was ſafe and honeſt for him. And becauſe the 
form of ſubmiſſion contained in the articles ſent ta 
him, were by himſelf and his council thought perni- 


cious and illegal for him to conſent to, as tending ra- 


ther to the deſtruction, than the ſecurity of himſelf 

and his ſubjects, he could in no wiſe agree to it; 
and in cafe himſelf ſhould be willing, the reſt of his 
nobility and people would never admit of it, as know- 
ing for certain the miſchief and inconveniency that 


would enſue thereby. Therefore he deſired his lord- 
ſhip, that for a confirmation of an honeſt and a du- 
rable peace, which he had all this while earneſtly la- 


boured for, he would manage matters cireumſpectly, 
and with due regard to the following articles. For it 
was much more honourable for the king, and far more 
conſonant to reaſon, that he-ſhould hold his lands 


in the country where he was born and dwelt in, than 
that by diſpoſſeſſing of him, his eſtate ſhould be be- 
ſtowed upon ſtrangers. With this was ſent the ge- 
I "=: ©": S _ 
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geral anſwer of the Welch to the archbiſhop's ar: 
ticles, viz. 25 n Poagm 
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I. Though the king would not conſent to treat of 


the four cantreds, nor of the iſle of Angleſey, yet 


unleſs theſe be comprehended in the treaty, the prince's 
council will not conclude a peace; by reaſon that 
theſe cantreds have ever, ſince the time of Camber the 


ſon of Brutus, properfy and legally belonged to the 


Princes of Wales ; beſides the confirmation which the 


| 25 prince obtained by the conſent of the king and 


his father, at the treaty before Cardinal Ottobonus, the 


| Pope's legate, whole letters patent do ſtill appear, 
And more, the juſtice of the thing itſelf is plainly 


_ evident, that it is more reaſonable for our heirs to 


hold the ſaid cantreds for money, and other ſervices 


due to the king, than that ſtrangers enjoy the ſame, 
who will forcibly abuſe and oppreſs the people. 


II. All the tenants of the cantreds of Wales do 
unanimouſly declare, that they dare not ſubmit them- 


ſelves to the king's pleaſure ; by reaſon. that he ne- 


ver from the beginning took care to obſerve either 
covenant, oath, or any other grant to the prince and 


his people; and becauſe his ſubjects have no regard |} 
to religion, but moſt cruelly and unchriſtianly tyran- 


nize over churches and religious perſons ; and then, 


for that we do not underſtand ourſelves any way MW 
obliged thereunto, ſeeing we be the pringe's tenants, 


who is willing to pay the king all uſual and accuſtomed 


ſervices, 


III. As to what is required, that che prince ſhould 


ſimply commit himſelf to the king's will, we all de- 


dcClare, that for the aforeſaid reaſons, none of us dare 


him upon thoſe conditions. 


come, neither will we permit our prince to come to | 


IV. That ſome of the Engliſh nobility will endes: 


vour to procure a proviſion of a thouſand pounds 
_ a-year in England; we would let them know, that 


| we can accept of no ſuch penſion; becauſe it is 


procured for no other end, than that the prince 
„ oe % being 
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being diſinherited, themſelves may obtain his lands in 
Wales. 5 e 
V. The prince cannot in honeſty reſign his pater- 
nal inheritance, which has for many ages been enjoyed 
by his predeceſſors, and accept of other lands among 


the Engliſh, of whoſe cuſtoms and language he is 
ignorant; and upon that ſcore; may at length be 


fraudulently deprived of all, by his malicious and in- 
veterate enemies. e eee 9 ; 
Vl. Seeing the king intends to deprive him of his 
antient inheritance in Wales, where the land is more 
barren and untilled; it is not very probable that he 
will beſtow upon him, a more fruitful and an arable 
c 
VII. As to the clauſe, that the prince ſhould give 
the king a perpetual poſſeſſion of Snowden ; we only 
affirm, that ſeeing Snowden eſſentially belongs to the 
principality of Wales, which the prince and his pre- 
deceſſors have enjoyed ſince Brute, the prince's coun- 
cil will not permit him to renounce it, and accept 


another eſtate in England, to which he has not 


equal right. | . OA Ige 
VIII. The people of Snowden declare, That though 


the prince ſhould give the king poſſeſſion of it, they 


would never own, and pay ſubmiſſion to ſtrangers z 
for in ſo doing, they would bring upon themſelves 


the ſame miſery, that the people of the four can- 


treds have for a long time groaned under; being 
moſt rudely handled and unjuſtly oppreſſed by the 


king's officers; as woefully appears by their ſeveral 


grievances, 


IX. As for David, the prince's brother, we ſee no 
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reaſon, why againſt his will he ſhould be compelled to 


take a journey to the Holy Land; which if he hap- 
| Pens to undertake hereafter upon the account of re- 


ligion, it is no cauſe that his iſſue ſhould be difin= 


herited, but rather encouraged. 


Now ſeeing neither the prince nor any of his ſub- 
jects upon any account whatſoever, have moved and 
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begun this war, but only defended themſelves, their 
properties, laws, and hberties from the encroachments 
of other perſons ; and ſince the Engliſh, for either 
malice or covetouſneſs to obtain our eſtates, have 
unjuſtly occaſioned all theſe troubles and broils in 
the kingdom, we are aſſured that our defence is juſt 
and lawful, and therein depend upon the aid and af- 
ſiſtance of "heaven 3 which will be moſt. cruelly re- 
venged upon our ſacrilegious and inhuman enemies, 


who: have left no manner "of enormities, in relation to 


God and man, uncommitted. Therefore your Grace 


would more juſtly threaten your eccleſiaſtical cenſures, 


againſt the 8 and abettors of ſuch unparallelled 


villanies, than the innocent ſufferers. And beſides, 


ve much admire, that you ſhould adviſe us to part 
with our own eſtates, and to live among our enemies > 


as if, when we cannot peaceably enjoy what is our 


own unqueſtionable right, we might expect to have 


quiet poſſeſſion of another man's: and though, as you 


ſay, it be hard to live in war and perpetual. danger; 


yet much harder it is, to be utterly deſtroyed and re- 
duced to nothing; eſpecially, when we ſeek, but the 
defence of our own liberties from the inſatiable ambi- 


tion of our enemies. And ſceing your Grace has pro: 


miſed to fulminate ſentence againſt all them that ei- 


ther for malice or profit would hinder and obſtruct the 


peace; it is evident who in this reſpect are tranſgreſ- 


Hors and delinquents; the fear and apprehenſion ot. 
impriſonment and ejection out of our eſtates, the ſenſe 


of oppreſſion and tyrannical government; having com- 


pelled us to take up arms for the ſecurity of our lives 


and fortune. Therefore as the Engliſh are not diſ- 


Poſſeſſed of their eſtates, for their offences againſt the 
King, Jo we are willing to be puniſhed, or make other 


ſatisfaction for our crimes, without being diſinherited ; 


and as to the breach of the peace, .it is notorious that 
they were the authors, who never regarded either pro- 


miſe or covenant, never made amends for treſpalics, 


nor remedy tor our complaints, 


2 ; 3 | When 
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When the archbiſhop ſaw there was no likelihood | 
of a mediation, and that a peace was impoſſible to a 
be concluded as long as the Welch ſtuck upon con- 
qitions; he preſently relinquiſhed his pretended af- 
fection towatds them, and denounced a ſentence of 
| excommunication againſt the prince and all his ad- - 
herents. It was a ſubje& of no little wonder, that 
a perſon of ſo reputed a ſanctity, who eſteemed: the 
ſeveral grievances, done to the Welch to be intolerable, 
| ſhould now condemn chem for refuſal of unlimited 
ſubmiſſion to the king of England; whereas he had 
already owned it to be unreaſonable. But this eccle- 
Gaſtical cenfure was only a prologue to a more me- 
lancholy ſcene; King Edward immediately upon it, 
ſending an army by ſea to Angleſey, without any great 
oppoſition, conquered the -. iſland, and without any 
mercy, put all that withſtood him to the ſword. From 
thence deſigning to pals. over to the continent, he 
cauſed a bridge of boats covered with planks to be 
built over the Menay (being an arm of the ſea which 
parteth the iſle. from the main land) at a place called 
Moel y don, not far from Bangor, where the water 
is narroweſt. The bridge being finiſhed, which was 
ſo broad as that threeſcore, men might paſs; in.a breaſt, 
William Latimer, with, a ſtrong party of the beſt ex- 
perienced ſoldiers, and Sir Lucas Thany, commander 
of the Gaſcoigns and Spaniards, whereof a great num- 
ber ſerved the king, paſſed over, but could diſcover 
no ſign, or any the leaſt intimation of an enemy. But 
as ſoon as the tide began to appear, and the ſea had 
overflown beſide the bridge, down come the Welch 
fiercely out of the mountains, and ſetting upon the 
diſheartened Engliſh, killed or drowned their whole 
number, excepting Latimer, who by the ſwimming 
of his horſe got ſafe to the bridge. 3 this action, 
ſeveral Kia, ſoldiers of the Engliſh: ſide were loſt 
among whom were Sir Lucas Thany, Robert Clifford, 
Sir Walter Lyndſey, two brothers of Robert Burnel 
biſhop of Bath, with many others; in all to the 
number of thirteen knights, ſeyenteen young gentle- 


men, 
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men, and two hundred common ſoldiers. A little 
after, or as ſome fay before, another engagement paſſed 
between the Enghſh and the Welch, wherein the for. 


mer loſt fourteen colours, the Lords Audley and Clif. 


ford the younger being ſlain, and the King himſelf 
forced to retreat for ſafety to the caſtle of Hope. 

And while theſe things paſſed in North Wales, the 
Earl of Gloceſter and Sir Edmund Mortimer acted 


_ vigorouſly with their forces in South Wales; and 


fighting 


the Welch at Lhandeilo Fawr, overthrew 
them with the loſs of no conſiderable perſon, ſavin 
William de Valence the King's coufin-german, hy 


four knights beſides. Prince Lhewelyn was all this 


while in Cardigan, waſting and deſtroying all the coun. 


try, and principally the lands of Rhys ap Meredith, 
who very unnaturally held with the king of England 


in all theſe wars. But being at length tired with ac- 
tion, with a few men privately ſeparated himſelf from 
his army, and came to Buelht, thinking to eaſe and re. 
ſpite himſelf there undiſcovered. But coming to the 
river Wye, he met with Edmund Mortimer and John 


Gifford, with a conſiderable party of the people f 
that country which Mortimer was lord of. But neither 


party venturing to aſſail the other, Prince Lhewelyn with 


one only ſervant retired to a private grove in a neigh- | 


bouring valley, there to conſult with certain lords of 
the country, who had appointed to meet him. In the 
mean time Mortimer deſcends from the hill, with in- 
tention to fall upon Lhewelyn's men ; which they per- 
ceiving, betook themſelves to the bridge called Pont 
Orewyn, and manfully defended the paſſage he was 


to croſs. Mortimer could effect nothing againſt them, 


till he had gained the bridge, the river being impat- 
able; and to force them to quit it, ſeemed altogether 


impracticable. But at laſt, the river was diſcovered to 


be fordable a little below, and ſo Helias Walwyn was 


detached with a party through the river, who unex- 


pectedly falling upon the backs of the defendants, 


eaſily forced them to leave the bridge, and ſave them- 
ſelves by flight, Prince Lhewelyn all this while in 
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vain expected the lords of Buelht, and in fine con- 
tinued to wait ſo long, till Mortimer having paſſed 
over the bridge, ſurrounded the wood he was in with 
armed men. The prince perceiving himſelf to be be- 
trayed, thought to make his eſcape to his men; but 
the Engliſh ſo cloſely purſued him, that before he 
could come in, one Adam Francton, not knowing 
who he was, run him through with his ſword, bein 
unarmed. The Welch ſtill expected the arrival o 
their prince, and though but a few in number, ſo gal- 
lantly maintained their ground, that in ſpite of the 
far greater number of the Engliſh, they were at length 
with much ado put to flight, The battle being over, 
Francton returned to plunder his dead; but perceiving 
him to be the prince of Wales, he thought himſelf to 


ſently chopt off his head, and ſent it to King Edward 
upon the higheſt pinnacle of the tower of London. 


the lords of Buelht, and being dead, moſt unworthily 


all precedents, treated a lawful prince like a traitor, 
and expoſed his crowned head to the deriſion of the 


ann 8 1 EL 
Not long after, David the prince's brother was de- 


condemned to die; his head to be ſent to accompany 
his brother's upon the tower of London, and his four 


keeping the Welch in due ſubjection, built two ſtrong 
_ caſtles in North Wales; the one at Conwey and the 


out beſides Rhys Fychan of Yiſtratywy ; and he find- 
ing David was gone, and himſelf like to do nothing 


Hereford, who by the king's orders committed him 
I _ 
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have obtained a ſufficient prize, and thereupon pre- 


And thus fell this worthy prince, the greateſt, though 
the laſt of the Britiſh blood, betrayed moſt baſely by 


quarters to the four cities of Briſtol, Northampton, 
York, and Wincheſter. Then the king for the eaſier 


at Conwey, who very joyfully cauſed it to be placed 
dealt with by the king of England; who, contrary to 


livered up by the Welch themſelves, and in a par- 
liament for that purpoſe aſſembled at Shrewſbury, was 


other at Caernarvon. There was none that now ſtood 


to purpoſe, fairly yielded himſelf up to the Earl of 


2 INCE Lhewelyn and his brother David being 


Anno 12. 
Ed. I. 


her from England, and removed her to Caernarvon 


ward by a ſtatute made at Ruthlan, incorporated and 


others not very unlike the laws and conſtitutions of the 
Engliſh nation. But all this could never win the af. 
fection of the Welch toward him; who by no means 
would own him as their ſovereign, unleſs: he would con- 


had not forgot the cruel oppreſſions and intolerable in- 
ſolencies of Engliſh officers; and therefore they flatly 


other, than a prince of their own nation, of their own 
language, and whole life and converſation was ſpotleſs 
and unblameable. King Edward perceiving the Welch 
to be reſolute and inflexible, and abſolutely bent againſt 


pily thought of this politic, though dangerous expe- 
dient. Queen Eleanor was now quick with child, and 


F ry C Ky 
WF + 


*s, , 


Tur HISTORY of WALES; 


priſoner to the tower of London; and ſo all the cou: 
try of Wales became ever ſince ſubject to the crown 
of England. | 3. Tomrore ot ating a; 


* - . 


The Pzxinces of WALES of Exc 


£ 


ſo baſely taken off, and leaving no body to lay any 
ſpecious claim to the principality of Wales; King Ed- 


annexed it to the crown of England conſtituting ſe- 
veral new and wholeſome laws; as concerning the di- 


viſion of Wales into ſeveral counties, the form and 
manner of writs and proceedings in trials, with many 


deſcend and agree to live and reign among them. They 


told him, they would never yield obedience to any 


any other prince, than one of their own country, hap- 
ready to be delivered; and though the ſeaſon was verx 
ſevere, it being the depth of winter, the king ſent for 


caſtle, the place deſigned for ner to lye in. When the 
„„ Ts time 
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time of her delivery was come, King Edward called 
to him all the barons and chief perſons throughout all 
Wales to Ruthlan, there to conſult about the publick 
good and ſafety of their country. And being informed 
that his queen was delivered of a ſon, he told the Welch 
nobility, that whereas they had oftentimes intreated him 
to appoint them a prince, he having at this time occa- 
ſion to depart out of the country, with their requeſt, 
upon condition they would allow of, would comply and 
_ obey him whom he ſhould name. The Welch readily 

agreed to the motion only with the ſame reſerve, that 
he ſhould appoint them a prince of their own nation. 
King Edward aſſured them, he would name ſuch an 
one as was born in Wales, could ſpeak no Engliſh, 
and whoſe life and converſation no body could ſtain ; 
whom the Welch agreeing to own and obey, he named 
his own ſon Edward, but little before born in Caer- 
narvon caſtle. 

King Edward ing by cheſe means deluded the 
Welch, and reduced the whole country of Wales to 
his own devotion, began to reward his followers with 
other mens properties, and beſtowed whole lordſhips 
and towns in the midſt of the country upon Engliſh 
lords, among whom Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln ob- 
rained the lordſhip of Denbigh ; Reginald Grey, ſecond 
ſon to John Lord Grey of Wilton, the lordſhip of 
Ruthyn. This Henry Lacy was ſon to Edmund 
Lacy, the ſon of John Lacy, Lord of Halton Pom- 
fret, and conſtable of Cheſter, who married Marga- 
ret the eldeſt daughter, and one of the heirs of Robert 
Quincy Earl of Lincoln. This Heary Lacy lord or 
Denbigh niarried the daughter and ſole heir of Wil- 
liam Longſpear Earl of Salifbur., by whom he had 
iſſue two ſons, Edmund and John, who both died 
young, one by a fall into à very deep well within 
the caſtle of Denbigh; and à daughter named Alicia, 
who was married to Thomas Plantagenet Earl of Lan- 
caſter, who in right of his wife was Earl of Lincoln 
and Sarum, Lord of Denbigh, Halton Pomfret, and 
conſtable of Cheſter, Atter his 1 King Ed- 


ward | 


4 * 
* 


TRIX HISTORY or WAI. ES. 
ward II. beſtowed the ſaid lordſhip of Denbigh upon 
Hugh Lord Spencer Earl of Wincheſter, upon whoſe 
deceaſe, King Edward III. gave it, together with 
many other lordſhips in the marches, to Roger Mor. 
timer Earl of March, in performance of a promiſe he 
had made, whilft he remained with his mother in 
France, that as ſoon as he ſhould come to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the crown of England, he would beſtow 
upon the ſaid Earl of March, to the value of a thou- 
{and pound yearly in lands. But within few years af. 
ter, Mortimer being attainted of high treaſon, King 


Edward beſtowed the faid lordſhip of Denbigh upon 


Montague Earl of Saliſbury z but it was quickly re. 
ſtored again to the Mortimers, in which houſe it con- 
tinued, till the whole eſtate of the Earls of March, 
came with a daughter to the houſe of York, and ſo 


to the crown, Richard Duke of York, grandfather to 


Edward the fourth, having married the ſole daughter 


and heir of the houſe of the Mortimers. And ſo it 
continued in the crown to Queen Elizabeth's time, 


who in the ſixth year of her reign, beſtowed the 
ſaid lordſhip upon her great favourite Robert Earl 

of Leiceſter, who was then created Baron of Den- 
bigh. After him it returned again to the crown, where 


it has continued to this preſent year 1696, when his 
preſent Majeſty granted a patent under the Great Seal 
to William Earl of Portland, for the lordſhips of 
Denbigh, Bromfield, and Yale. Some of the Welch 


_ repreſentatives, perceiving how far ſuch a grant en- 


croached upon the properties and privileges of the 


ſubject, diſcloſed their grievances to the honourable 


Houſe of Commons, who after ſome conſideration, 


reſolved (nemine contradicente) that a petition ſhould 


be preſented to his Majeſty by the body of the whole 


Houſe, to requeſt him ro recall his grant to the ſaid 
Earl of Portland; which was accordingly done in the 


manner following: 


{ 8 F 
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May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
V E Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
VV jedts, the knights, citizens, and burgeſſes in 
parliament aſſembled; humbly lay before Your Ma- 
jeſty, That whereas there is a grant paſſing to Wil- 
liam Earl of Portland, and his heirs, of the manors 
of Denbigh, Bromfield, and Yale, and divers other 
lands in the principality of Wales; together with ſe- 
yeral eſtates of inheritance, enjoyed by many of Your 
| Majeſty's ſubjects by virtue of antient grants from the 

con: . 6 21 9 85 
That the ſaid manors, with the large and extenſive 
royalties, powers, and juriſdictions to the ſame belong- 
ing, are of great concern to Your Majeſty and the 
crown of this realm: and that the ſame have been 
uſually annexed to the principality of Wales, and 
ſettled on the Princes of Wales for their ſupport: 
and that a great number of Your Majeſty's ſubjects, 
in thoſe parts, hold their eſtates by royal tenure, under 
great and valuable compoſitions, rents, royal payments, 
and ſervices to the crown and princes of Wales; and 
have by ſuch tenure great dependance on Your Ma- 
jeſty and the crown of England; and have enjoyed 
great privileges and advantages with their eſtates, un- 
der {uch tenure.  _—- 355 5 


o 


We therefore moſt humbly beſeech Your Majeſty, 
to put a ſtop to the paſſing this grant to the Earl of 
Portland, of the ſaid manors and lands; and that the 
ſame may not be diſpoſed from the crown, but by 
conſent of parliament : for that ſuch grant, is in dimi- 
nution of the honour and intereſt of the crown, by 
placing in a ſubject, ſuch large and extenſive royal- 
ties, powers, and juriſdictions, which ought only to be 
in the crowh ; and will ſever that dependance, which 
ſo great a number of Your Majeſty's ſubjects in thoſe 
parts, have on Your Majeſty and the crown, by rea- 
ſon of their tenure; and may be to their great oppreſ- 
lion in thoſe. rights which they have purchaſed, and 
hitherto enjoyed with: their eſtates: and alſo, on Near 
IE ee Wo ob Ee Lan Eh ſion 
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ſion of great vexation. to many of Your Majeſty, 
ſubjects, who have long had the abſolute inheritance 


of ſeveral lands (comprehended in the ſaid grant to 
the Earl of Portland) by antient grants from che 
crown. gh Ee YAO CSU FH; 


His MajzsTy's Anſwer. 


„„ 5 
1 Have a kindneſs for my Lord Portland; which he 
has deſerved of Me, by long and faithful ſervices, 


but 1 ſhould not have given him theſe lands, if I had 


imagined the Houſe of Commons could have been 
concerned; I will therefore recall the grant, and find 
ſome other way of ſhewing My favour to him. 


The lordſhip of Ruthyn continued in the poſſeſ- 
fion of the Greys, till the reign of Henry VII. when 
George Grey Earl of Kent, and Lord of Ruthyn, upon 
ſome bargain, paſſed the ſame over to the king, ſince 


which it has been in the poſſeſſion of ſome of the } 


Earls of Warwick, and afterwards came to the Mid- 
dletons of Chirk caſtle in the county of Denbigh, 


where it {till continues; being now enjoyed by the 


right worſhipſul Sir Richard Middleton, baronet. 
But beſides Henry Lacy and Reginald Grey, ſeveral 


other gentlemen of quality came at this time with 
King Edward to North Wales, who in ſome time be- 


came to be men of 


great poſſeſſions and ſway in 


the country, whoſe poſterity enjoy the fame to this 


time, But he that expected to fare beſt in the di- 
ſtribution of theſe lordſhips and eſtates in Wales, 


was one Rhys ap Meredith a Welchman, and one 


that, contrary to the allegiance ſworn to his prince, 


and his duty to his native country, had ſerved the 


King of England, in all theſe wars, and done the 


greateſt hurt of any man to the intereſt of Prince 


TLhewelyn. For theſe great ſervices done to King 


Edward, Rhys expected no leſs than to be promoted 


0 
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to the higheſt preferments; whom the king after the 
Prince of Wales's overthrow firſt dubbed knight, 
and afterwards fed him with fair words and great 
promiſes. | 
But when he, and all his neighbours and country- 
men had ſubmitted themſelves to the government of 
the king of England; it happened that the Lord Pain 
Tiptoſt, warden of the king's caſtles which joined 
to Rhys's country, and the Lord Alan Plucknet, the 
king's ſteward in Wales, cited Sir Rhys ap Mere- 
dith, with all the reſt of the country, to the king's 
court; which he refuſing to do, alledging his antient pri- 
vileges and liberties, together with the king's promiſes 
to him, the aforeſaid officers proceeded againſt him 
according to law. Whereupon Sir Rhys being greatly P. 1289. 
vexed to be thus ſerved by thoſe whoſe intereſt he had 
all this while ſo warmly eſpouſed, thought to be re- 
venged of Pain Tiptoſt, and the reſt of the En- 
oliſh. And to that end, having drawn together ſome 
of his tenants and countrymen, he fell upon the ſaid 
Pain Tiptoſt; between whom ſeveral ſkirmiſhes after- 
wards happened, and ſeveral men were ſlain on both 
ſides. King Edward was now at Arragon to compoſe the 
differences betwixt the kings of Arragon and Naples; 
but being informed of the diſturbances which had hap- 
pened in Wales, betwixt his miniſters there, and Sir 
Rhys ap Meredith; he wrote to his latter, requiring 
him to keep the peace, till his return; at what time 
he would redreſs all grievances, and reduce matters 
to a good and reaſonable order, Bur Sir Rhys hav- 
ing already waited ſufficiently upon the king's pro- 
mites, and being now in a good condition to offend 
his enemies by force of arms, would not give over 
the enterprize he ſaw ſo promiſing, but marchiag 
with his forces to his enemies? lands, burat and 
ſpoiled ſeveral towns belonging to the Engliſh. 
| Upon this, the king ſent to the Earl of Cornwal, 
whom he had appointed his deputy during his ab- 
lence, to march with an army into Wales, to repreſs 
the inſolencies, and to prevent any farther diſorderly 
attempts of the Welch. The Earl accordingly pre- 
e TI arr = | pared 
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pared an army and went againſt Sir Rhys's, whoſe 


army he quickly diſperſed, and overthrew his caſtle 
of Drefolan, but not without the loſs of ſome of his 
chief men. For as they beſieged and undermined the 
ſaid caſtle, the walls unexpectedly fell down, by which 
unlucky accident, ſeveral of the Engliſh wete oppreſ. 
ſed and bruiſed to death, among whom were the 
Lord Strafford, and the Lord William de Moncheney, 
But within a while after, Robert Tiptoſt Lord Deputy 
of Wales, raiſed a very powerful army againſt Sir 
Rhys, and after a ſlaughter of 4000 of the Welch, 
took him priſoner, who the Michaelmas following, 


at the king's going to Scotland, was condemned and 


executed at York. 


A. D. 1293. But the death of Sir Rhys did not put a final pe- 


riod to all the quarrels betwixt the Engliſh and 


Welch, for in a ſhort time after, there happened a 
new occaſion for the Welch to murmur againſt, and 


upbraid the government of the Engliſh over them, 
King Edward was now in actual enmity and war with | 


the king of France, for the carrying on of which, he 


wanted a liberal ſubſidy and ſupply from his ſub- 
jects. This tax was with a great deal of paſſion and | 


reluctancy levied in divers places of the kingdom, 
but more eſpecially in Wales, the Welch being never 
acquainted with ſuch large contributions before, vio- 


lently ſtormed and exclaimed againſt it. But not 


being ſatisfied with villifying the king's command, 


they took their own captain Roger de Puleſdon, who 


was appointed collector of the ſaid ſubſidy, and hanged | 


him up, together with divers others who abettted the 


collecting of the tax. Then the Weſt Wales men 


_ choſe Maelgon Fychan for their captain, and fo enter- } 
ing into Caermardhyn and Pembroke ſhires, they cru- 


elly harraſſed all the lands that belonged to the En- 


Iſh, and then returned laden with conſiderable booty. 


The Glamorganſhire men, and they towards the ſouth |} 
parts, choſe one Morgan for their leader and ſet upon 


the Earl of Gloceſter, whom they forced to make his | 


eſcape out of the country; and ſo Morgan was put 
in poſſeſſion of thoſe lands which the anceſtors of 21 
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Earl of Gloceſter had forcibly taken away from Mor- 
gan's forefathers. On the other ſide, the North Wales 
men ſet up one Madoc related to the laſt Lhewelyn 
fain at Bueihr, who having drawn together a great 
number of men, came to Caernarvon, and ſetting upon 


the Engliſh who in great multitudes had then reſorted 


thither to a fair, flew a great many, and afterwards ſpoiled 
and ranſacked the whole town, King Edward being 


acquainted with theſe different inſurrections and re- 


bellions in Wales, and deſirous to quell the pride and 
ſtubborneſs of the Welch, but moſt of all to revenge 


the death of his great favourite Roger de Puleſdon, 


recalled his brother Edmund Earl of Lancaſter, and 
Henry Lacy Earl of Lincoln and lord of Denbigh, 
who with a conſiderable army were ready to embark 
for Gaſcoign, and countermanded them into Wales. 
Being arrived there, they paſſed quietly forward, till 


they came to Denbigh, and as ſoon as they drew near 


unto the caſtle, upon St. Martin's day the Welch with 
great fury and courage faced chem, and joining bat- 
tle, forced them back with a very conſiderable loſs. 


Polydore Virgil ſays, (but upon what authority is not 


known) that the Welch obtained this victory rather 
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upon the account that the Engliſh army was hired. 


with ſuch money as had been wrongfully taken out 
of the abbies and other religious places, fo that it was 
a judgment from above, more than the force of the 


Welch, that overcame the Engliſh army. Bur be the 


cauſe of it what it will, it is certain the Engliſh were 
vanquiſhed, upon which account King Edward came 
in perſon to Wales, and kept his Chriſtmas at Aber- 
conwey, where Robert Winchelley archbiſhop of Can- 


terbury being returned from Rome, came to him, and 


having done homage, returned honourably again to 
England. But as the king advanced farther into the 
country, having but one part of . his army with him, 


the Welch ſet upon and took moſt of his carriages, 


which contained a great quantity of victuals and pro- 
viſion, ſo that the King with all his followers were con- 
ſtrained to endure a great deal of hardſhips, in ſo 
much that at laſt water mixed with honey, and very 
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Fein dene rebellious attempts of the Welch, 


Tur HISTORY or WAI. ES. 
coarſe and ordinary bread with the ſalteſt meat, were 
accounted the greateſt delicacies for his Majeſty's own 
table. But their miſery was like to be greater, had 
not the other part of the army come in time, becauſe 


the Welch had encompaſſed the king round, in hopes 


to reduce him to the utmoſt diſtreſs, by reaſon that 
the water was ſo riſen, that the reſt of the army could 
not get to him. But the water within ſome time af. 


ter abating, the remainder of the army came in, where. 
upon the Welch preſently retired, and made their 


eſcape. One thing is very remarkable of King Ed- 
ward during his diſtreſs at Snowden, that when the 
army was reduced to very great extremity, a ſmall 


quantity of wine was found, which they thought to 
reſerve for the king's own uſe. But he to prevent 


any diſcontent, which might thereupon be raiſed in 


his ſoldiers abſolutely refuſed to taſte thereof, telling 
them, That in time of neceſſity all things ſhould be 


common, and as he was the cauſe and author of their 


diſtreſs, he would not be preferred before them in his 


diet.“ | 


But whilft the king remained in Snowden, the Earl 
of Warwick being informed that a great number of 


Welch were aſſembled, and had lodged themſelves in 


a certain valley betwixt two woods, choſe out a troop 
of horſe, together with ſome croſs-bows and archers, 


and ſet upon them in the night-time. The Welch 


being thus ſurpriſed and unexpectedly encompaſſed 
about by their enemies, made the beſt haſte they could 
to oppoſe them, and ſo pitching their ſpears in the 


ground, and directing the points towards their ene- 


mies, endeavoured by ſuch means to keep off the 
horſe. Burt the Earl of Warwick having ordered his 
battle fo, as that between every two horſes there ſtood 
a croſs-bow, ſo gauled the Welch with the ſhot of the 


quarrels, that the ſpear-men fell apace, and then the 
| horſe breaking eaſily in upon the reft, bare them 
cown with fo great a flaughter, as the Welch had 


never received before. After this, King Edward to 


cul 
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cut down all the woods in Wales, wherein, in any 
time of danger, they were wont to hide and ſave them- 
ſelves. And for a farther ſecurity, he repaired and 
fortified all the caſtles and places of ſtrength in Wales, 
and built the caſtle of Bewmoris in the ifle of Angle- 
ſey, and fo having put all things in a ſettled poſture, 
and puniſhed thoſe that had been the occaſion of the 
death of Roger de Puleſdon, he returned with his army 
into England. But as ſoon as the king had left the 
Welch, Madoc, who, as it is ſaid before, was choſen 
captain by the North Wales men gathered ſome forces 
together, and came to Oſweſtry, which preſently yielded 
to him. And then meeting with the Lord Strange 
near Knookine, who with a detachment of the marchers 
came to oppoſe him, gave him battle, vanquiſhed his 
forces, and miſerably ravaged his country. The like 

| ſucceſs he obtained a ſecond time againſt the marchers, 
but at laſt they brought together a very great number 
of men, and met Madoc marching towards Shrewſbury, 
upon the hills of Cefn Digolh, not far from Camrs ca- 
ſtle, where after a bloody fight on both ſides, Madoc 
was taken priſoner, and his army vanquiſhed and put 
to flight. Then he was ſent to London, and there fen- 
tenced to remain in perpetual impriſonment in the 
Tower, though others affirm, that Madoc was never 
taken, but that after ſeveral adventures and ſevere con- 
flicts, whereby the Welch were reduced to great extre- 
mities, he came in and ſubmitted himſelf to the king, 
who received him upon condition he would not deſiſt 
to purſue Morgan captain of the Glamorganſhire 
men, till he brought him priſoner before him. Ma- 
doc having performed this, and the whole country 
being peaceable and undiſturbed, ſeveral hoſtages from 
the chiefeſt nobility of Wales for their orderly and 
quiet behaviour were delivered to the king, who diſ- 
poſed of them into divers caſtles in England, where 
they continued in ſafe cuſtody till the end of the war, 
which was preſently commenced with Scotland. = 
In the 29th year of King Edward's reign, the prince, p. 5 
of Wales came down to Cheſter, and received homage 
of all the frecholders in Wales as follows, Henry 
. Earl 
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Farl of Lancaſter for Monmouth; Reginald Gray for 
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Ruthyn ; Foulke Fitzwarren for his lands; the Lord 
William Martyn for his lands in Cemaes; Roger Mor. 
timer for his lands in Wales; Henry Lacy Earl of 
Lincoln for Rhos and Rhyfoncioc; Robert Lord Mon. 


talt, for his lands, and Gruffydh Lord of Poole, for 


the lordſhip of Powys, at the ſame time paid their ho. 


mage Tudor ap Grono of Angleſey, Madoc ap Tudor 
archdeacon of Angleſey, Eineon ap Howel of Caernar. 
von, Tudor ap Gruffydh, Lhewelyn ap Ednyfed, Gruf. 
fydh Fychan fon of Gruffydh ap Iorwerth, Madoc Fy. 


chan Denglheld, Lhewelyn biſhop of St. Aſaph, and 
Richard de Puleſdon. This laſt in the twelfth year 
of King Edward was conſtituted ſheriff of Caernar- 
von for life, with the ſtipend of forty pounds ſterling 
yearly. At the ſame place, Gruffydh ap Tudor, Ithel 


+ychan, Ithel ap Blethyn, with many more did their 
homage. Then the prince. came to Ruthlan, where 


the Lord Richard de Sutton Baron of Malpas, paid 
homage and fealty for the ſaid barony of Malpas, 
'Thence the prince removed to Conwey, where Eineon 
biſhop of Bangor, and David abbot of Maynan did 
their homage ; as did Lewis de Felton ſon of Richard 
Felton, for the lands which his father held of the 

prince in Maelor Saeſneg, or Engltſh Maclor. John 
Earl Warren ſwore homage for the lordſhips of Brom- 
field and Yale, and his lands in Hope-Dale, at Lon- 
don in the chapel of the Lord John de Kirkby ſome- | 
tine biſhop of Ely; æs alſo a while after, Edmund 


Mortimer for his lands of Cery and Cydewen. 


But beſides all theſe, there paid homage to the | 
prince of Wales at Cheſter, Sir Gruffydh LIwyd ſon 


of Rhys ap Gruffydh ap Ednyfed Fychan, a ſtout and 
a valiant gentleman, though not very fortunate, and 


as Florus lays of Sertorius, he was magne quidem, ſed 


calamiteſa dirtulis. He was knighted by King Edward 


the Firſt, upon his bringing the firſt news of the 


queen's ſafe delivery of a fon at Caernaryon caſtle, 
the king holding then a parliament at Ruthlan. This 
Sir Gruffydh continued for ſome time very gracious 


With 


N 


— 


4g 
— —_— 2 — — 
9 F; an — 


TuT HISTORY or WALES, 314 

with the king of England, but obſerving at length 
the intolerable oppreſſion and tyranny exerciſed by the 

Engliſh officers, eſpecially by Sir Roger Mortimer 7 

Lord of Chirke and Juſtice of North Wales, towards 

his countrymen the Welch, became ſo far concerned 

and diſcontented with ſuch unwarrantable practices, 
that he preſently brake out into open rebellion 
againſt the Engliſh. And the better to effect what 

he purpoſed, he treated with Sir Edward Bruce 
brother to Robert then king of Scotland, who had 
conquered Ireland, to bring or ſend over ſome forces 

to aſſiſt him in his deſign againſt the Engliſh, upon 

which account he ſent him the following letter. 
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Nobili in Chriſto conqueſtori domino 
 EpvarDo, illuſtriſſimo regi Hiberniæ, 
ſuus, {1 placet, GRIFFIN us LIwWyp in 
North-Wall: reverentiam debitam in 
honore, | 


XA UDITA nobis veſtri in terrarum conquiſitione 
fin fama egregia in partibus noſtris præcipue debel- 
land. æmulos noſtros & veſtros, qui tam vos quam 
nos ab hæreditatibus vi injuſte expellendo deſtruxerunt, 

& nomen noſtrum memoriamque in terris delere conati 
fuerunt, ab initio ſupra modum applaudimus, ut me- 
rito debemus, omnes unanimiter in partibus noſtris, 
unde vobis ex parte Wallenſium nobilium ſignifico per 

præſentes, quod fi ad Walliam cum hominibus veſtris 
dignemini venire, vel fi vos in propria perſona accedere 

illuc non poteritis, aliquem nobilem Albanen. comitem, 
baronem vel miletem, cum paucis, ſi plurimi nequeant 
adeſſe, ad dictas partes noſtras volueritis mandare. Pa- 

rati erimus omnes unanimiter . . . . . .. dicem ea 

quod nomen veſtrum celebre ubique publicetur expug- 
nat; ſi quid Saxonibus in Albania, per illuſtrem regem 
fratrem veſtrum ultim. per vos in Hibernia, per vos 

& nos in Wallia ſtatum veſtrum priſtinum per Brutum 
conquilitum recuperabimus, ipſiſque ſuppeditatis, _ 
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fuſis & diſperſis, Britannia juxta diſcretam veſtre do 
minationis ordinationem inter Britones & Albaneos in 


poſterum diviſa cohæreditabitur. Valeat dominatio 
veſtra regia Per cuncta ſecula. 


To this letter of Sir Gruffy dh 1177 Sir Ed. 
ward Bruce returned the following anſwer. 


MN4BUS dcfiderantibus.:a Greituts. lhe: | 
ſalutem in eo. Qui deſiderant in fe releavat. & 


Uberat. ab anguſtiis, temporibus opportunis, quia qui- 


libet chriſtianus obligatur ſuo proximo in omni angu- 
ſtia ſubvenire, & præcipue illis qui ex una radice ori- 


ginis ſive parentelæ & patriæ primitus proceſſerunt, 


ideo compatientes veſtræ ſervituti & anguſtiæ, jam 
+ + + + +» » » Arglicana moleſtia indigenti decrevimus 
(auxiliante altiſſimo) veſtro gravamini occurrere, & 


innaturalem & barbaricam totis viribus Anglicanam de 


veſtris finibus expellere ſervitutem, ut ſic ſicut a prin- 
cipio Albanicus et Britannicus populus expulſis hoſti- 
bus in perpetuum fiet unus. Et quia nullus inimicus 

faciliter relevatur libenter præcipimus, fi jugum Angli- 
canum in tantum vos deprimit, quantum nuper de- 
preſſerat populum Scotianum, ut fic ex veſtro concordi 
conamine, & noſtro ſuperveniente (juyamine diſponente 


ſemper divino) poſitis jura veſtra & juſtitiam recupe- 


rare & proprietatem . . . . . hæreditatem pacifice 
poſſidere. Veruntamen dei cum omnia ſerviunt in iſto 


Propoſito filium invocamus, quod non ex præſumpti- 


one & ambitione injuſti dominii talia attemptamus, 


ſed ex mera compaſſione effuſionis innocentis veſtri ſan- 


guinis & ſubjectionis intollerabilis & ſignant: ad hoc 


quod vellemus inimicorum veſtrorum & noſtrorum vi- 


res reprimere, qui nec pacem nec concordiam deſide- 
rant. Imo veſtram & noſtram finalem deſtructionem, 


ſicut a principio ingreſſionis eorum in Britanniam inceſ- 


ſanter diebus ac noctibus molientur, & quia nullo mo- 
do eſt noſtræ conſcientiæ quemquam decipere, nec 


etiam decipi a quocunque, noſtram intentionem & 
propoſit. {ine tergiverſatione aliqua declaramus quod 


libenter ſciremus veſtram voluntatem, ſi rationem noſtri 
laboris 
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laboris & conaminis intuitu revelationis veſtræ accep- 
tare decrement. nobis committere proſecutionem que- 
relæ veſtræ & juſtitiæ nec non capitale dominium veſtri 
pro ut alius, hactenus princeps veſter liberius habere 
conſuevit. Ita quod vos omnes & ſinguli cujuſcunque 
extiteritis conditionis priſtinis hæreditatibus, terris, li- 
bertatibus, poſſeſſionibus conſuetis, & omnibus condi- 
tionibus ad vos expectantibus integre & finaliter gau - 
deatis. Veſtram igitur voluntatem ſuper hiis & qui- 
buſcunque aliis in quibus vos conſolari poterimus, ſi 
videatur expediens caute & celeriter nobis remandetis. 
Valete domini in domino. nba 


But for all that theſe letters paſſed betwixt them 
whether by reaſon that Bruce's terms were conceived 
unreaſonable, nothing however was concluded upon, 
and the whole treaty came to nothing. But Sir Gruf- 
fydh, though without any hopes of aſſiſtance from the 
Scots, would not lay afide what he had once under- 
taken, and therefore having gathered all the forces he 
could, deſperately ſet upon, and almoſt in an inſtant 
over-ran all North Wales and the Marches, ſeizing 

upon all the caſtles and ſtrong holds through the coun- 
try. But all to no purpoſe, for as the moſt violent 
ſtream 1s quickly over, ſo Sir Gruffydh's army was 
preſently ſpent, and then being met with by a ſtrong 
detachment of Engliſh, his party was eaſily diſcom- 
fited, and himſelf taken priſoner. 
The ſame year being the 15th of the reign of King 
Edward the Second, his eldeſt ſon Edward born at 
. Windſor, in a parliament holden at York, was created 
Prince of Wales, Duke of Aquitaine, and Earl of 
Cheſter, This prince ſucceeded his father in the 
kingdom of England, by the name of Edward the 
Third, one of the greateſt and moſt powerful mo-- 
narchs that ever ſat upon the Engliſh throne. 

Edward born at Woodſtock, eldeſt ſon and heir to 1343. 
King Edward the Third, was created prince of Wales, 
upon the 12th day of May in the 17th year of his 1 
father's reign, being then about fourteen years of 2 Bp 
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Hie was a prince of incomparable qualifications, but 


ſo ſignally famous in martial affairs,” that upon the 
account of the ſeveral actions he was engaged in, 
he received the name of Black Prince. He took 
John the French king priſoner at the battle of Poic- 
tiers, and ſhamefully vanquiſhed the French army 
in the battle of Creſſy. He did not live to enjoy 
the crown, but died one year before his father in the 
forty-ſixth year of his age; no prince was in his life. 
time better beloved, and after his death more la- 
mented by the Engliſh nation, who had he lived 
to ſit at the helm, no one doubted but that he would 
have exceeded as to all qualifications, the moſt glo. 


rious renown of the greateft of his anceſtors. 


In the time of Edward the Third, lived Sir Tudor 
Vaughan ap Grono, deſcended lineally from Ednyfed 
Vaughan, a perſon as to eſtate, power and intereſt, 


one of the chiefeſt in North Wales. Upon ſome 


motive, either of ambition or fancy, he aſſumed to 
himſelf the honour of knighthood, requiring all peo- 


ple to call and tile him Sir Tudor ap Grono, as | 


if he did prognoſticate and foreſee, that out of his 
loins ſhould ariſe thoſe that ſhould have power to 
confer that honour. King Edward being informed of 


ſach unparalleled preſumption, ſent for Sir Tu- 


the honour of a knight. Firſt, he was a gentleman. 


dor, and aſked him, with what confidence he durſt 
invade his prerogative, by aſſuming the degree of 


knighthood, without his authority, Sir Tudor replied, 


That by the laws and conſtitution of King Arthur, he 


had the liberty of taking upon - himſelf that title, in 


regard he had thoſe three qualifications, which who- 
ſoever was endued with, could by thoſe laws claim 


Second, he had a ſufficient eſtate. And thirdly, he 
was valiant and adventurous; adding this withal, If 


my valour and hardineſs be doubted of, lo, here I 


throw down my glove, and for due proof of my cou- 


rage, I am ready to fight with any man, whatever he 


be. The king approving and liking well the man's 
forwardneſs and reſolution, was eaſily perſuaded to 


confirm the honour of knighthood upon him. From | 
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chis Sir Tudor lineally deſcended Henry the Seventh, 
king of England, who was the ſon of Edmund Earl 
of Richmond, the ſon of Sir Owen Tudor, ſon to 
Meredith, the ſon of this Sir Tudor ap Grono, 

After the death of the Black Prince, his ſon Ri- 
chard born at Bourdeaux in France, being but ten 
years of age, was created prince of Wales at Ha- 
vering at Boure, on the twentieth, day of. November, A. D. r 
and in the fiftieth year of Edward the Third, his 
grandfather's reign, whom he ſucceeded in the crown 

JJ; ret: th 
Henry born at Monmouth, ſon and heir to Henry + 
the Fourth, king of England, upon the fifteenth of 
October, in the firſt year of his father's reign, was 
created prince of Wales at Weſtminſter, who ſuc- 
ceeded his father in the Enghſh crown by the name 
fs , RO Ta ones 4 Þ8 

Whilſt Richard the Second reigned, one Owen ap 
Gruffydh Fychan, deſcended of a younger ſon of 

1 85 Gruffydh ap Madoc Lord of Bromfield, was not a 
little famous. This Owen had his education in one 
of the Inns of. Court, where he became barriſter at 
law, and afterwards in very great favour and credit 

ſerved King Richard, and continued with him at 
Flint Caſtle, till at length the king was taken by 
Henry Duke of Lancaſter. Betwixt this Owen and 
Reginald Lord Gray of Rhuthyn, there happened no 
ſmall difference touching a common lying between 
the lordſhip of Rhuthyn, whereof Reginald was 
owner, and the lordſhip of Glendowrdwy in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Owen, whence he borrowed the name of 
Glyndwr. During the reign of Richard the Second, 
Owen as being a courtier, and in no mean eſteem with 
the king, did overpower Reginald, who was neither 
ſo well befriended at court, nor beloved in the coun- 
try as Owen was. But after King Richard's depoſal, 
the ſcene was altered, and Reginald as then better 
| befriended than Owen, entered upon the common, 
which occaſioned Owen in the firſt year of Henry the 
Fourth to make his complaint in parliament againſt 
him, for thus diveſting him of his right. No redreſs 
EE 1 5 5 being 
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being found, the biſhop of St. Aſaph wiſhed the lords to 


take care, that by thus ſlighting his complaint, they 


did not irritate and provoke the Welch to an inſur. 


rection, to which ſome of the lords replied, That they 
did not fear thoſe raſcally barefooted people. Glyn. 


dvr therefore perceiving how his petition was ſlighted 


in parliament, and finding no other method to redreſs 
himſelf having ſeveral friends and . followers, put 
himſelf in arms againſt Reginald, and meeting him 


in the field, overcame and took him priſoner, and 
ſpoiled his lordſhip of Rhuthyn. Upon this many 
_ reſorted to him from all parts of Wales, ſome thinking 


him to be in as great favour now, as in King Ri- 
chard's days, others putting in his head, that now _ 


the time was come when the Britains by his means 


might again recover the honour and liberties of their 
anceſtors. But Reginald being thus kept priſoner, and 
very ſeverely handled by Owen, to terrify him into 
compliance with him in his rebellious actings, and 


not permitted to have his liberty, under ten thouſand 


marks for his ranſom, whereof ſix thouſand to be paid 
upon the feaſt of St. Martyn, in the fourth year of 
Henry the Fourth, and to deliver up his eldeſt ſon 


with ſome other perſons of quality as hoſtages for the 


remainder ; the king at the humble ſuit of Reginald, 
ſeeing no other way for his enlargement, gave way 
thereto, authoriſing Sir William de Roos, Sir Richard 
de Grey, Sir William de Willoughby, Sir William le 


Zouche, Sir Hugh Huls, as alſo, John Harvey, Wil- 


liam Vaus, John Lee, John Langford, Thomas Payne, 
and John Elneſtow, to treat with Owen and his coun- 
cil, and to conclude in what they ſhould conceive 
moſt expedient and neceſſary to be done for his re- 

demption. Whereupon they conſenting to give the 


ſum demanded by Glyndwr for his deliverance, the 


king gave licence to Robert Braybroke biſhop of 
London, as alſo to Sir Gerard Braybroke the father, 


and Sir Gerard the ſon, then feoffees of divers lord- 


| ſhips for this Reginald, to ſell the manor of Hertelegh 


in the county of Kent, towards the raiſing of that mo- 
ney. And for the better enabling him to pay ſo __ 
8 a fine 
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a fige, the king was pleaſed to grant, that whereas it 
was enacted, that ſuch perſons who were owners of 


lands in Ireland, and did not there reſide, ſhould for 
ſuch their neglect, forfeit two parts of the profits of 


them to the king; that notwithſtanding this act, he 
ſhould forfeit nothing for non- reſidence there, during 


the term of ſix years next enſuing, 

This good ſucceſs over the Lord Gray, together 
with the numerous reſort of the Welch to him, and 
the favourable interpretation of the prophecies of 


Merdhyn, which ſome conſtrued very advantageouſly, 


made the ſwelling mind of Glyndwr overflow its banks, 
and gave him ſome hopes of reſtoring this iſland back 


to the Britains. Wherefore he ſet upon the Earl of 


March, who met him with, a numerous party of He- 
refordſhire men, but when they came to cloſe, the 


Welchmen proved too powerful, and having killed above 


2 > 


a thouſand men of the Engliſh, they took the Earl 5 


of March priſoner. King Henry upon this was fre- 
quently requeſted to ranſom the Earl but to no pur- 
poſe, for whether by reaſon that Mortimer had a juſter 
title to the crown than himſelf he being the next heir 


in blood after King Richard who was as yet living, 


or becauſe of ſome other private odium, the king would 


never hearken to his redemption, alledging that he 


wilfully threw himſelf into the hands of Glyndwr. But 


about the midſt of Auguſt, to correct the preſumptu- | 


- ous attempts of the Welch, the king went in perſon 
with a great army into Wales ; but by reaſon of ex- 
traordinary exceſs of weather, which ſome attributed 
to the magic of Glyndwr, he was glad to return ſafe. 

But the Earl of March perceiving that he was not 
like to obtain his liberty by King Henry's means, 
whether out of compliance, by reaſon of his tedious 
captivity, or affection to the young lady, he agreed 
to take part with Owen againſt the king of England. 
and to marry his daughter; with chem joined the 
Earl of Worceſter, and his brother the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland, with bis ſon the valiant Lord Percy, who 
conſpiring to depoſe the king of England, in the houſe 
of the ar chdeacon of Bangor, by their deputies divided 


dhe 
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to be made, and to be ſealed with every one's fea] : by 
which covenant all that country lying betwixt the 
Severn and the Trent, ſouthward, was aſſigned to the 
Earl of March; all Wales, and the lands beyond the 
Severn, weſtward, were appointed to Glyndwr , and all 

from the Trent, northward to the Lord Percy. This 
was done (as ſome faid) through a fooliſh credit 


they gave to a vain ' prophecy, as though King 


Henry was the execrable moldwarp, and they three L 


the dragon, the lion, and the wolf which ſhould pull 
him down, and diſtribute his kingdom among them. 
ſelves: After that they had exhibited articles of their 


grievances to King Henry, and divulged their rea- 
ſons for taking up arms; at length they marched 


with all their power towards Shrewſbury to fight the 


king, depending mainly upon the arrival of Glyndwr 


and his Welchmen. But the matter was gone ſo far, 
that whether he came in or no, tiey muſt fight, and 


ſo both armies being joined, the king's party pre- 
vailed, young Percy being ſlain upon the ſpot, and 
Douglas, beſides moſt of the Engliſh of quality, 


who with a party of Scotch had come to the aid of 
the confederates, was taken prifoner, but afterwards 


huondourably ſer at liberty by the interceſſion of the 


prince of Wales. In the mean time the Earl of 
Northumberland was marching forward with a great 
party from the North, but the king having ſettled 
matters about Shrewſbury, coming to York, and 


ſending to him to lay down his arms, he volunta- 


rily ſubmitted and diſmiſſed his forces. Then the 


king returning from Yorkſhire, determined to paſs 


cover to North Wales, to chaſtiſe the preſumptuous 


3 of the immorigerous Welch, who after 
his departure from Shrewſbury, had made in- roads 
into the marches, and done much hurt to his En- 


gliſh ſubjects. But other buſineſs of greater con- 


ſequence intervening, he detached his ſon the prince 


of Wales, who took the caſtle of Aberyſtwyth, 


which was quickly again retaken by Owen n 
. 5 ä who 


in the battle of Huſke fought upon the fifteenth of 
March, the Welch received a very conſiderable blow 
from the prince's men, Glyndwr's ſon being taken 
priſoner, beſides fifteen hundred more taken and lain. 
After this, we hear little of Glyndwr, excepting that he 


continued and perſiſted to vex and plague the Engliſh 


upon the marches, to the tenth year of King Henry's 


who thruſt into it a ſtrong garriſon of Welch. But 


reign, when he milerably ended his life; being as Hol-Hollink, 


lingſhed reporteth towards his latter days driven to that 
extremity, that deſpairing of all comfort, he fled and 
lurked in caves and other the moſt ſolitary places, 
fearing to ſhew his face to any creature, till at length 
being ſtarved for hunger and lack of ſuſtenance, he 
miſerably ended his lite. Fas . 


But theſe rebellious practices of Glyndwr, highly 
exaſperated King Henry againſt the Welch, infomuch _ 
that ſeveral rigorous and unmerciful laws were en- 
ated, relating to Wales, which in effect deſtroyed 

all the liberties of the Welch ſubject. They were 
made incapable of purchaſing any lands, or to be 
elected members of any county or borough, and to 


undertake any office, whether civil or military in 


any town incorporated. If any ſuit at law happened 
betwixt an Engliſnman and a Welchman, the for- 


mer could not be convicted, but by the ſentence of 


an Engliſh judge, and the verdict of an Engliſh jury; 


beſides that any Engliſhman who married a Welch- 


| woman was thereby forthwith disfranchiſed from all 


the liberties of an Engliſh ſubject. It was further 


enacted, . that no Welchman ſhould be in poſſcſſion 


of any caſtle, or other place of ſtrength, and that 


no victuals or armour ſhould be brought into Wales, 
without a ſpecial warrant from the king or his coun» 


| il; and farther, that no Welchman was capable of 
undertaking the office of juſtice, chamberlain, ſheriff 
or any other place of truſt in any part of Wales, 


notwithſtanding any patent or licenſe heretofore given 
to the contrary, Theſe, with many others molt ri- 


_ gorous and unjuſt laws, particularly that forbidding. 


any 
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or to bind them apprentices to any trade or occy. 
pation, were enacted by the king againſt the Welch; ſo 


any 'Welchman to bring up his children to learning, 


that nothing could cool his diſpleaſure, but that a whole 


nation ſnould be wrongfully oppreſſed, for the fault 


. and miſcarriage of one perſon. But one might think, 
that this was no politic method to ſecure a nation in 
its allegiance, which upon lighter affronts was uſed + 


to defend its privileges; and therefore we may well 
attribute the quiet diſpoſition of the Welch towards 


this time, to the moderation of Henry the Fifth, who 
within a little time ſucceeded his father in the crown 


r l.. 


Contemporary with Glyndwr was Sir David Gam, 


ſo called by reaſon he had but one eye, the ſon of 
Lhewelyn ap Howel Vaughan of Brecknock, by 
Mawd the daughter of Iefan ap Rhys ap Ifor of 


Eluel. He was a great ſtickler for the Duke of 
Lancaſter, and for that reaſon became a mortal ene- 


my to Glyndwr, who having his education as is faid 


before, at one of the Inns of Court, got to be pre- 


"ferred to the ſervice of King Richard the Second, who, 


as Walſingham, ſays, made him his Scutiſer, or ſhield. 


bearer, But being informed that his maſter Richard 
was depoſed and murdered, and withal being pro- 


voked by ſeveral wrongs and affronts done him by 


his neighbour the Lord Gray of Rhuthyn, whom 


King Henry greatly countenanced, and looking upon 


Henry as an uſurper, he cauſed himſelf to be pro- 
claimed Prince of Wales. And for a better grace 


of the matter he feigned himſelf to be deſcended 


by a daughter from Lhewelyn ap Gruffydh the 

laſt prince; whereas in truth, he came paternally 
but from a younger brother of the houſe of Powys. 
But as ambition has no moderation, ſo Glyndwr. 
for a time acted the part of a prince, and fum- | 
-moned a parliament to meet- at Machynlleth, whi- 

ther the nobility and gentry of Wales appeared, 
and among the reſt Sir David Gam, but not upon 
the ſame deſign with the reſt, having an intention in 


this 
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this meeting to murder Glyndyfwr. But the plot 
being diſcovered, and Sir David ſecured, he had 


liked to undergo preſent execution, had not Glyn- 
dyfwr's beſt friends, and the greateſt upholders of 
his cauſe, pleaded in his behalf, by whoſe interceſ- 
ſion he was prevailed with. to grant Sir David both 


his life and liberty upon . condition he would ever 
after continue true and loyal to him. Sir David 
promiſed very loudly, but with the reſervation never 
to perform; for as ſoon as he came to his own coun- 
try, where he was a perſon of very conſiderable ſway 


and intereſt, he did exceedingly annoy and moleſt 


thoſe that any way favoured or adhered to Glyn- 
dyfwr. While Sir David lay in priſon at Mach- 


ynlleth, for his attempt . againſt Owen's life; this 
 Englyn was made upon him. 


Dafydd Gam dryglam dreigl, iti yn wan froydr,; | 


Fradwr Riſſiart Bhrenin, . 
LIwyr y rhoes Diawl (hawn hwyl Flin | 
Y fath yſtad) ei fys th Bin. 


i. e. David Gam thou wilt be a wanderer and an 
ill end will come to thee. Thou wilt be weak in 


battle, thou traitor to King Richard. So eagerly 


thy heart. 


But Glyndyfwr receiving information how that 


Sir David Gam contrary to the promiſe he had 
made at his releaſement, endeavoured: all he could 


to deſtroy his intereſt among the Welch, entered 


the marches, and among other tokens of his in- 


dignation, burned the houſe of Sir David, and 


as the report goes, calling to him one of ; Sir Da- 
vid's tenants, ſpake to him thus merrily in verſe; 


vexatious in thy ſtation that the devil wholly entered 
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O Gweli di wr coch Cam 
Yn ymofyn y Girnigwen 
Dywed ei bod hi Tan y Lan 
A nod y glo ar ei Phenn. 


5. e. If thou ſeeſt a red-haired, {quint-eyed * man 
looking for the loſt ſheep, tell him ſhe is below the 
hill, and he may know her as ſhe is marked with 
. by 


But Sir David had the luck to eſcape his reach, 
and was conſtrained to retire to England, where 
he lived for the moſt part at court, till the death of 
%/ͤ A Eoin 1 "OG 
When King Henry the Fifth went with an army 
to France againſt the French king, Sir David Gam 
brought into his ſervice a numerous party of ſtout 
and valourous Welchmen, who upon all occaſions 
expreſſed their courage and reſolution. In the bat- 
tle of Agincourt, news being brought to the king 
that the French army was advancing towards him, 
and that they were exceeding numerous, he detached 
Captain Gam, to obſerve their motions, and to re- 
view their number. The Captain having narrowly 
eyed the French, found them twice to exceed the 
Engliſh, but not being in the leaſt daunted at ſuch 
a multitude, he returned to the king, who enquiring of 
him what the number of the French might be, he made 
anſwer, An't pleaſe you my liege, they are enough {| 
to be killed, enough to run away, and enough to 
be taken priſoners. . King Henry was well pleaſed, 
and much encouraged with this reſolute and un- 
daunted anſwer of Sir David's, whoſe tongue did 
not expreſs more valour than his hands performed. 
For in the heat of battle, the king's perſon being 
in danger, Sir David charged the enemy with that 
eagerneſs and maſculine bravery, that they were glad to 


* Squint-eyed is Gam in Welch, from which he took his name, 
end his family continue it to this day, and all ſquint with one 
(ye. Sir Pavid Gam was the perſon who Shakeſpeare deſcribed 
un the character of Captain Fluclin. 9 
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give ground, and ſo ſecured the king, though with 
the loſs of much blood, and alſo his life, himſelf and 
his ſon-in-law Roger Vaughan, and his kinſman Wal- 
ter Llwyd of Brecknock, having received their mor- 
tal wounds in that encounter. When the king heard 
of their condition, how that they were paſt all hopes 
of recovery, he came to them, and in recompence of 
their good ſervices, knighted then all three in the 
field, where they ſoon after died; and ſo ended the 
life, but not the fame of the fignally valiant Sir Da- 
vid Gam. VVT V 
Edward of Weſtminſter, the ſole iſſue of that un- 
fortunate prince King Henry the Sixth, by Margaret 
the daughter of Rayner duke of Anjou, and titular 


king of Jeruſalem, Sicily, and Arragon; was created 
Prince of Wales, in a parliament held at Weſtminſter, 


on the fifteenth day of March, in the thirty- ſecond 


year of his father's reign. When the day was loſt 
at Tewkeſbury, this young prince thought to make 


his eſcape by flight, but being unfortunately taken, 
and brought to the preſence of King Edward the 
Fourth, who then ſat upon the helm, made ſuch reſo- 
lute and unexpected replies, that he put the king into 


ſuch a paſſion, that he ſmote him on the mouth with 


his gauntlet; and then his brother Richard the Crouch- 
back, ran him into the heart with his dagger. 
Edward, born in the Sanctuary at Weſtminſter, the 
eldeſt ſon of King Edward the Fourth, was, after his 
father's expulſion out of England, in the forty-ninth 


year of King Henry the Sixth, created Prince of Wales 
and Earl of Cheſter, in the eleventh year of his father's 
reign. Upon the death of Edward the Fourth, this 


young prince being then at Ludlow in the marches 
of Wales, was preſently ſent for to London, and pro- 


claimed king of England, but never lived to be 
crowned ; for his uncle Richard duke of Gloceſter, 


who was appointed his protector, moſt villainouſly 


made him away, together with his brother the duke of 
York; and afterwards Was himſelf proclaimed and 8 


_ crowned king 
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Edward the Fourth, in his wars againſt Henry the 
Sixth, was very much aſſiſted by the Welch; in re- 


compence of which ſervice, he deſigned to reform 
matters ſo in Wales, as that intolerable oppreſſion 


which they had hitherto endured, ſhould be regulated 


and taken off. And to that end, he meant to eſta- 


| bliſh a court within the ſaid principality, and con- 
ſtituted John biſhop of Worceſter preſident of the 


prince's council in the marches; who, together with 
Anthony Earl of Rivers, fat in the town-hall of 
Shrewſbury, and conſtituted certain ordinances for 


the public good and tranquility of that place. But 
the matter proceeded no farther ; for the troubles 


and diſquietneſs of his kingdom, coming heavy upon 


him, and the ſhortneſs of his reign after his eſtabliſh- 


ment not permitting, he was forced to leave that to 


others, which himſelf thought once to bring about. 


Edward, born at Middleham near Richmond in the 


county of York, the only ſon of King Richard the 


Third, was at ten years of age created by his father 
Prince of Wales, and died ſoon after. 


Wolkins 
p. 789. 


Arthur, the eldeſt fon of King Henry the Seventh, 


born at Wincheſter, was in the ſeventh year of his 


father's reign created Prince of Wales. About the 


fifteenth year of his age, being then newly married 


to Katherine the Infanta of Spain, he was ſent by 
his father into Wales, that by his preſence he might 
keep that country in better awe. With him King 
Henry ſent Dr. William Smith, afterwards made bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, as preſident of his council; toge- 


ther with Sir Richard Pool, his chamberlain, Sir Henry 


Vernon, Sir Richard Crofts, Sir David Philip, Sir 


William Udal, Sir Thomas Englefield, Sir Peter New- 
ton, and others, to be his counſellors and directors in 


his management of affairs. But the prince had not 


continued long there, but he fell ſick at his caſtle at 
Ludlow, of which indiſpoſition he ſhortly after died, 
and was buried with great ſolemnity in the cathe- 
dral church of Worceſter. But the creating of his 
brother Henry duke of York. Prince of Wales -- 1 

| cad, 
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ſtead, was deferred for about the ſpace of a month, 
to diſcover whether the Lady Katherine was with 
child by Prince Arthur. But when it appeared for 
certain, ſhe had not conceived ; on the eighteenth 


325 


day of February, in the nineteenth year of his fa- 
ther King Henry the Seventh's reign, Henry duke 


of Vork was created Prince of Wales. "I 
King Henry the Seventh, being by his grandfather 
Owen Tudor deſcended out of Wales, and having 
ſufficiently experienced the affection of the Welch to- 
wards him; firſt of thoſe, who upon his firſt landing, 
opportunely joined him under Sir Rhys ap Thomas, 


and then of thoſe, who under the command of Sir 


William Stanley, Lord of Bromfield, Yale, and Chirk- 


land, aided him in Boſworth-field ; could not in ho- 
nour and equity, but bear ſome regard to the miſer- 
able ſtate and condition of the Welch, under the 


Engliſh government. And therefore this prudent 


prince, finding the calamities of the Welch to be in- 


ſupportable, and ſeeing what grievous and unmerci- 


ful laws were enacted againlt them by his predeceſſors, 


he took occaſion to redreſs and reform the ſame, and 


granted to the Welch a charter of liberty and immu- 


nity, whereby they were releaſed from the cruel op- 


preſſion, which ſince their ſubjection to the Engliſh _ 


covernment, they had moſt cruelly ſuſtained. And 


ſeeing the birth and quality of his grandfather Owen 5 


Tudor was called in queſtion, and that he was by 


many upbraided of being of a mean and ignoble pa- 


rentage; King Henry directed a commiſſion to the 


abbot of Lhan Egweſt, Dr. Owen Pool canon of 
| Hereford, and John King herald at arms, to make 
inquiſition concerning the pedigree of the {aid Owen; 


who coming to Wales, made a diligent enquiry into 
this matter ; and by the aſſiſtance of Sir John Leyaf, 


Guttyn Owen Bardh, Gruffydh ap Lhewelyn ap Efan 


Pychan, and others, in the conſultation of the Britiſh 


books of pedigrees, they drew up an exact genealogy 
of Owen Tudor, which upon their return they pre- 
lented to the king. e 
| V Edward, 


pendix. 
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Edward, ſon to Henry the Eighth, by the Lady 
Jane Seymour, his third wife; was born at Hampton 
Court, on the twelfth of October; and upon the 
eighteenth of the ſaid month, was created Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Cornwal, and Earl of Cheſter. 

King Henry the Seventh, had already abrogated 
. thoſe unreaſonable and intolerable laws, which the 
1 former kings of England, partieularly Henry the 
by Fourth, had made againſt the Welch; and now, 

King Henry the Eighth, willing to make a plenary 
reformation of what his father had wiſely begun, 
thought it neceſſary towards the good and tranqui- 
lity of both nations, to make the Welch ſubje& to 
the ſame laws, and the ſame government with the 
_ Engliſh. He underſtood that the uſual hoſtilities and 
depredations were ſtill continued and kept up by both 
ſides upon the borders; and though his uber had 
eaſed the yoke of the Welch, yet he perceived, that 
it did contribute but little towards the diſannulling 
of that inveterate and implacable envy and animo- 
fity which raged in the marches. Therefore to re- 
medy this, otherwiſe unavoidable, diſtemper, he con- 
cluded that it was the only effectual method, to incor- 
pPorate the Welch with the Engliſh, that they being 
ſubject to the ſame laws, might equally fear the vio- 
| A.D.r536 lation of them. And accordingly, in the twenty-le- 
venth year of his reign, an act of parliament paſſed 
to that purpoſe, which together with another act in the 
_ thirty-fifth year of his reign, made a plenary incorpo- 
ration of the Welch with the Engliſh, which union 
has had that bleſſed effect, that it has diſpelled all | 
| thoſe unnatural differences which heretofore were ſo 
rife and irreconcilabllemme. Pe 

When the Reformation was firſt eſtabliſhed in 

Wales, it was a mighty inconveniency to the vulgar 

people, ſuch as were unacquainted with the Engliſh ! 

tongue, that the bible was not tranſlated into their 
native language. Queen Elizabeth was quickly ap- 
prehenſive of the inconveniency which the Welch in- 

curred, for the want of ſuch a tranſlation; and * 
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ment was paſſed, whereby the biſhops of Hereford, 
St. David's, St. Aſaph, Bangor, and Landaff, were 


ordered to take care that the Bible containing the Old 


and New Teſtaments, with the Book of Common 
Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, be 
truly and exactly tranſlated into the Britiſh or Welch 


tongue, and that the ſame ſo tranſlated, being by them 


peruſed and approved, be printed to ſuch a number 


** 


fore in the eighth year of her reign, an act of parlia- 16. 


at leaſt; as that every cathedral, collegiate and pa- 


church and chapel-of-eaſe within the ſaid dioceſe where 
that tongue 1s vulgarly ſpoken, might be ſupplied be- 
fore the firſt of March, anno 1566. And from that 
time forward, the Welch divine ſervice ſhould be uſed 


in the Britiſh tongue, in all places throughout thoſe 


dioceſes, where the Welch is commonly ſpoke, after 
the ſame manner as it was uſed in the Engliſh tongue z 
and that the charge of procuring the ſaid Bible and 


Common Prayer, ſhould equally depend betwixt the 


parſon and the pariſh : the former being obliged to pay 
one half of the expence; and that the price of the book 


ſhould be ſet by the aforeſaid biſhops, or by three of 


them at the leaſt, But this act of parliament was not 
punctually obſerved, for the Old Teſtament was whol- 


ly omitted, and only the New, with the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
then tranſlated, which tranſlation was chiefly owing to 


Richard biſhop of St. David's, who was aſſiſted by 


William Saluſbury, a perfect critick in the Welch 
tongue, and one excellently converſant in all Britiſh 
- antiquities. But in the year 1588, Dr. William Mor- 


gan, firſt biſhop of Landaff, and then of St. Aſaph, 
undertook the tranſlation of the whole Bible ; and by 


the help of the biſhops of St. Aſaph and Bangor, Ga- 
briel Goodman, dean of Weſtminſter, David Powel, 
D. D. Edmund Price archdeacon of - Merionyth, and 


Richard Vaughan, he effectually finiſhed it. This was 
of ſingular profit and advantage to the Welch, to have 


the whole Scripture read and peruſed in their own na- 


dive tongue; by which means they received a clearer 
FFF demon- 


\ 
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demonſtration of the corruptions of the church of 
Rome, when they ſaw many of their principles appa- 
rently contradicting, and others not very firmly founded 
upon the Holy Scriptures. And on the other hand 
they perceived the neceſſity and advantage of the Re. 
formation, they eaſily diſcovered that the whole doctrine 
of the church of England was ſound and orthodox, 

and that they were now happily delivered from that 
popith ſlavery which their forefathers ignorantly adored; 
and therefore being convinced of the truth of their re- 
ligion, they became, and continued generally, very ſtrict 
adherents and firm obſervers of the doctrine and dif. 
cipline of this church, _ Id Ca NAVC 
And here by the bye, I cannot but obſerve what a 
reverend writer has lately inſinuated, relating to the 
chriſtian religion planted in Wales. For that learned 
perſon in his funeral ſermon upon Mr. Gouge, would 
fain induce the world to believe, that chriſtianity was 
very corrupt and imperfe& among the Welch, before 
it was purified by that, whom he terms apoſtolical man, 
Whereas it is notoriouſly evident, that fince the Re. | 

formation was ſettled in that country, and the 
Bible, with the Book of Common Prayer, tranſlated 
into the Welch tongue, no place has been more ex- 
act, in keeping to the ſtrict rubrick and conſtitution 
- of the Church of England, both as to the ſubſtance 
and form of worſhip. But what may more truly be 
attributed to Mr. Gouge, is that ſince his travels into 
Wales, and the propagating of his doctrine among the 
ignorant of that country, preſbytery, which before had 
ſcarce taken root, has daily increaſed, and grown to a 
A JFC) 
Henry, eldeſt fon of King James the Firſt, being 
arrived to the age of ſeventeen years, was created prince 
of Wales, on the 3oth of May, anno 1610, but he dy- 
ing of a malignant fever, about two years after; his 
brother Charles being fifteen years of age, was created 
prince of Wales in his room, anno 1615. For joy of | 
this new creation the town of Ludlow, and city 8 

London, performed very great triumphs; and oy 


3 
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more to honour this ſolemnity, the king made twenty 
five knights of the Bath, all lords? or barons ſons, and 
the Inns of Court, to expreſs their joy, elected out of g 
their body forty choice gentlemen, to perform ſolemn 9 
'uſts and barriers. 1 X 
Charles, eldeſt ſon of King Charles the Firſt, by 
Henrietta Maria, daughter to King Henry the Fourth 
of France, was born May 29, 1630, and afterwards 
created prince of Wales, Os 
Since the happy incorporation of the Welch with 
the Engliſh, the hiſtory of both nations, as well as 
the people is united; and therefore I ſhall not repeat 
that which is ſo coptouſly and frequently delivered 
by the Engliſh hiſtorians ; but ſhall conclude with 
Dr. Heylyn, That ſince the Welch have been in- 
corporated with the Engliſh, they have ſhewed them- 
ſelvas moſt loyal, hearty and affectionate ſubjects of 
the ſtate; cordially devoted to their King, and zealous 
in defence of their laws, liberties and religion, as well 
as any of the beſt of their fellow-ſubjefts,) 
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APPENDIX 


The return of a Commiſſion ſent into 

Wales by King Henry the Seventh, 
to ſearch out the Pedigrees of Owen 
„%%% ne bo} 


Hur the Seventh, king of England, &c. 
ſon of Edmund Earl of Richmond, ſon of Owen 
ap Meredith, and of Queen Catherine his wife, 
daughter to Charles the Sixth, king of France. This 
Owen was ſon of Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw ap 
Tudor, ap Gronw, ap Ednyfed Fychan, baron of 
Brinfeingle in Denbigh-land, Lord of Kriceth, Chief 
| Juſtice and chief of council to Lhewelyn ap Iorwerth 
Drwyndwn prince of all Wales. And in the time of 
Prince Llewelyn grew a variance between King John 
of England and the ſaid prince; whereupon Ednyfed 
came with the prince's hoft, and men of war, and alſo 
a number of his own people, and met theſe Engliſh 
lords in a morning, at what time theſe Engliſh lords 
were hoſtied and ſlain ; and immediately brought their 
| heads, being yet bloody, to the ſaid Prince Llewelyn. 
The prince, ſeeing the ſame, cauſed Ednyfed Fychan, 
from thenceforth to bear in his arms or ſhield, three 
bloody heads in token of his victory, where he had 
born in his arms before a Saracen's head; and ſo 
Mie Bp N28 «aria dro nds es es a eber 
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„„ 
ever after this Ednyfed bore the ſaid arms, his ſon, 


and his ſon's ſon, unto the time of Tudor ap Gronw, 


ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Ednyfed Fychan. And 


after this Ednyfed wedded one Gwenllian daughter to 


Rhys prince of South Wales, and had iſſue by her 
Gronw : which Ednyfed Fychan had in Wales divers 
goodly houſes, royally adorned with turrets and gar. 
rets; ſome in Angleſey, ſome other Caernarvonſhire, 
and ſome in Denbigh-land ; but his chiefeſt manor. 
houſe was in the commot of Crythin in Caernarvon- 


ſhire, which was a royal palace, now decayed for want 


of reparations. Alſo he builded there a chapel in the 


worſhip of our lady, and had licenſe of the pope for 


evermore to ſing divine ſervice therein for his ſoul, 


and his anceſtors? and progenitors? ſouls always; and 


* 


had authority to give his tythes and offerings to his 
. there * ſtarving ; which Ednyfed Fychan was 


ſon to Kyner ap Iers ap Gwgan, ap Marchudd, which 


was one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, and ſon 
to Kynan ap Elfyn, ap Mor, ap Mynan, ap Iſbwis 


Newintyrche, ap Iſbwis ap Cadrod Calch Efynydd, 


Earl of Dunſtable and Lord of Northampton, ap Cy- 
wyd Cindion, ap Cynfelyn ap Arthuys, ap Morydd ap 
Cynnaw, ap Coel Godeboc king of Britain, of whom 


King Henry the Seventh deſcended lineally by iſ- 


ſue- male, and is ſon to the ſaid Coel in the thirty- 


firſt degree, as it is approved by old chronicles in 


Wales. Which Coel was ſon of Tegfan ap Deheu- 
Fraint, ap Tudbwyl, ap Urban, ap Gradd, ap Rhy- 


fedel, ap Rhydeirne, ap Endigant, ap Endeyrn, ap 


Enid, ap Endos, ap Enddolaw, ap Afalach, ap Af- 


flech, ap Beli mawr king of Britain, of whom King 


Henry the Seventh deſcendeth by iſſue-male, and is 
ſon to him in forty-one de | 
ſon to Monnogon king, ap King Kaxor, ap King Pyr, 


gree. Which Beli was 
ap King Sawl Benniſſel, ap Rhytherch king, ap Ry- 
dion king, ap Eidol king, ap Arthafel king, ap Seil- 
ſilt king, ap Owen king, ap Caxho king, ap Bleuddyd 
king, ap Meirion king, ap Gwrguſt king, ap Elydno 


O 


king, ap Clydawc king, ap Ithel king, ap Urien 


king, 
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king, ap Andrew king, ap Kereni king, ap Porrex 
king, ap Coel king, ap Cadell king, ap Geraint king, 
ap Elidr king, ap Morydd king, ap Dan king, ap 
Seiſſilt King, ap Cyhelyn king, ap Gwrgan king (alias) 
Farſdrwch, ap Beli king, ap Dyfnwal king, ap Do- 
dion king, ap Enyd, ap Kwrwyd, ap Cyrdon ap Dy- 
fufarth Prydain, ap Aedd mawr, ap Antonius ap Seiſ- 
ilt king, ap Rhegaw daughter and heir of King Lyr, 
and wife of Henwin prince of Cornwall, This Lyr 
was ſon of Bleuddyd, ap Rhunbaladr bris, ap Lleon, 
ap Brutus darian las, ap Effroc Cadarn, ap Mymbyr, ap 

' Madoc, ap Locrine, ap Brutus which inherited firſt this 

land, and after his name was called Britain, and had three 

' ſons Locrine, Kamber, and Albanactus. Locrine the 

_ eldeſt, parted the iſle with his brethren, and kept half 

the land for himſelf, and called it Leogria, Kamber 
ſecond ſon had | the land beyond Severn, | and named 
it Kambria, in Engliſn, Wales. Albanactus had Scot- 
land, which he then called Albania after his own name. 
Of which Brute King Henry the Seventh is lineallyx 
deſcended by iſſue- male, ſaving one woman, and is ſon 
to Brute in fiveſcore degrees. e 


Ho Owen grandſire to King Henry the Seventh, 
cometh of Beli mawr by Angharad, mother to 
Ednyfed by 1ſſue-female, by Gittin, Owen, and 

Sir Fobn Letaf's books. gn 


'F HE mother of Ednyfed was Angharad, daugh- 
ter of Hwfa, ap Cyner, ap Rhywallon, ap Dinged, 
ap Tudor Trefor, ap Mymbyr, ap Cadfarch, ap Gwr- 
genaw, ap Gwaethiawc, ap Bywyn, ap Biordderch, 
ap Gwriawn, ap Gwnnan, ap Gwnfiw frych, ap Cadell 
Dehurnlluc, ap Paſgan, ap Rhydwf, ap Rhudd Fedel 
frych, ap Cyndeirn, ap Gwrtheirn Gwrthenau, called 
in Engliſh Vortiger, by whom King Henry the Se- 
venth, by the aforeſaid Angharad, mother to Ednyfed 
Fychan, and wife to Cyner ap Iers, ap Gwgon, is ſon 
| 0: | to 
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gant, ap Endeirn, ap Enid, ap Endos, ap Enddolau, 
Henry the Seventh is fon by Angharad, mother tg 


How King Henry the Seventh cometh of Beli nau 
by Gwenllian wife to Ednyfed Fychan, and daugh. 
Ter to the Lord Rhys, called Arghoydd Rhys, by 


ap Gronw, ap Gwenllian, daughter to Rhys prince of 
South- Wales, ap Gruffydh prince, ap Rhys prince, ap 
Tudor mawr prince, ap Cadell prince, ap Rodri 
mawr, prince of all Wales. This Rodri had three 


of North Wales, all North Wales, who died without 
Seventh deſcendeth bc Gwenllian daughter to Prince 
ydd 


chan; and the ſaid King Henry the Seventh is ſon to 
Rodri mawr in the ſeventeenth degree; which Ro- 


| tain as before. This Coel was king of Britain and 


| King Henry the Seventh is ſon, by the ſaid Gwenl- 


books, 


to the ſaid Vortiger in thirty degrees. Which Vor. 
tiger was ſon to Rhydeyrn ap Deheufraint, ap Eidi. 
ap Afallach, ap Afflech, ap Beli mawr, to whom King 


Ednyfed Fychan in forty degrees. 


?/ſue-female. == 


Oven ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Tudor, 


ſons, and divided the principality of Wales between 
them in three parts; to Merfyn his firſt ſon, prince 


iſſue; and Anarawd prince of Powys, and Cadel 
prince of South Wales, of whom King Henry the 


Rhys, called Arglwydd Rhys, wife to Ednyfed Fy- 


dri mawr was fon to Merfyn firſt king of Man, 
which wedded Eſſilt daughter and heir to Cynan Dyn- 
, , nn an & 
This Merfyn frych was ſon to Gwriad ap Elidur, 
ap Handdear Alcwn, ap Tegid, ap Gwiar, ap Dwywc, 
ap Llywarch hen, ap Elidur Lydanwin, ap Meirchion, 
ap Grwſt, ap Cenaw, ap Coel Godeboc king of Bri- 


Earl of Colcheſter, a right worthy king, to whom 


lian wife to Ednyfed Fychan, in the thirty-firſt de- 
gree, by the ſaid Gittin Owen, and Sir John Leiaf's 


un 


+ w 
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How Owen Grandfire to King Henry the Seventh: 
cometh of Beli mawr, by Elli. daughter to 
Cynan Dynaaethwy, 1 


Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Tudor 
ap Gronw, ap Gwenllian daughter of Prince Rhys, 
ap Gruffydh ap Rhys, ap Tudor mawr, ap Engion, 
ap Owen, ap Howell Dda, ap Cadell, ap Rodri 
mawr, ap Eſſillt daughter of Cynan Dyndaethwy and 
heir, Prince of Wales, ap Rodri Moelwynoc, ap 
| Idwal jwrch, ap Cadwalader Fendigaid King of all 
Britain, to whom King Henry the Seventh is ſon in 
the twenty ſecond degree. Cadwalader was ſon to 
Cadwallan King, ap Cadfan King, ap Iago, ap Beli, 
ap Rhun, ap Maelgwn Gwynedd King, ap Caſſ- 
wallan Lawhir, ap Eineon irth, ap Cynnedda weledig, 
ap Edeirn, which wedded Gwawl, Ferch Coel Gode- 
boc King, which Edeirn was ſon to Padarn Peiſrydd, 
ap Tegid, ap Iago, ap Genedawc, ap Cain, ap Gwr- 


| gain, ap Doh, ap Gwrtholi, ap Dutu, ap Gorddufu, 


dv! Ee nt, 4 e O 9 T9 


ap Amwerid, ap Omwedd, ap Duve Brichwain, ap 
Owen, ap Affallach, ap Afflech, ap Beli mawr, 
to whom King Henry the Seventh is ſon by the ſaid 
© Gyenlhan in n ˙ TTS 
Oven ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Tudor 
ap Gronw, ap Gwenllian, daughter to Arglwydd 
Rhys, ſon to Gwenllian daughter of Gruffydh Prince, 
ap Cynan Prince of North Wales, fon of Iago Prince, 
ap Idwall Prince, ap Meuric Prince, ap Idwall Foel 
Prince, ap Anarawd Prince, ap Rodri mawr Prince of 
all Wales, to whom King Henry the Seventh is ſon by 
Gwenllian mother to the Arglwydd Rhys in the ſeven- 
teenth degree. ro oo owt en 8 
| Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Tudor, 
ap Gronw, ap Gwenllian, Ferch Arglwydd Rhys, ap 


Gwladis, Ferch Rhywallon ap Cynfyn Prince of 


Powys, and Angharad wife to Cynfyn, daughter and 
heir to Meredith Prince of Powys, ſon of Owen Prince 
of Powys and South-Wales, ſon to Cadell Prince 
there, Which Owen ap Howell Dda, had two ſons, 
| Meredith and Eineon, and Owen their father gave the 
„ * principality 
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principality af South Wales to Eineon his oi, and 


AP N D IX. 


the Principality of Powys to Meredith his other ſon, 
Which Meredith had iſſue Angharad, that wedded 
Cynfyn, by whom he was Prince of Powys, which 
Cadell was fon to Rodri-mawr Prince of- all Wales, 
fon to Merfyn frych, &c. to Beli mawr, as above 
written by Guttin Owen's book. 

Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap * 
ap Gronw, ap Gwenllian, Ferch Arelwydd Rhys, a 


Gruffydh; ap Rhys, ap Tudor, ap Eineon, ap Hon) 
Dada, ap Cadell, ap Angharad, wife to Rodri mayr, 
daughter to Meyric ap Dyfnwal, ap Arthen, ap 


Seiſſillt, ap Clydawc, ap Artholes, ap Arnothen, Ry 


| Brothan, ap Seirwell, ap Uſſa, ap Caredic, 


Cwnedda weledic, ap Edeirn, ap Padarn Peifrydd 


which Edeirn wedded Gwawl ferch Coel be 
Mother to Cwnedda W $7 &c. | 


8 How Owen cometh of Meuryc Lord f G by | 


 Morfydd's eltern, W te to Groms * e - 
i gelen. 3 


Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Tador, | 


F= ap aca breed Ferch OTE: L. of Gwent, 11 N 


How Owen cometh of Rodri mawr, by Ang berod, 


daughter to Ithel Fychan, ap Ithel Logd, and 
W FR of * Tudor ap Gronw, ap Ednyfed F Aen. 


Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Ang- 
harad, ferch Ithel Fychan, ap Ithel LIwyd, ap Ithel 


Gam, ap Meredith ap Vchdrud, ap Edwin pris of 
Tegengie 1 in F lintſhire, 


Hou Owen comers of Rode mawr by Akin, 101 ” A 


to Ithel Fychan, dau gorer ro Ricart. 8 
Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gronw, ap Ang- 


herd Ferch Adleis wite to Ithel Fychan, daughter to 
Ricart, ap W ap eee 8 "Kynan 


Prince 


%% ©. 
Prince of North-Wales, ap Iago, ap Idwal Foel, ap 


Anarawd, ap Rodri Mawr, &c. all this by Gyttin 


Owen's book. 


How Owen cometh of” Beli Mawr by Gwerfill Ferch 
Madazoc, or hen dur, wife to Gronw ap Tudor, 
ap Gronw, ap Ednyfed Fychan. b 

| Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gwerfill Ferch 

 Madawc o'r hen dwr, ap Iers, ap Madawc, ap Me- 

redith, ap. Bleddyn, ap Kynfin prince of Powis, &c. 

and ſo to Beli Mawr. = N 


How Owen cometh to Beli Mawr by the mother of” 


the ſaid Gwerfill Ferch Madawc. 


© Owen ap Meredith, ap Tudor, ap Gwerfill Ferch 


 Madawc o'r hen dwr, ap Lleucu Ferch Angharad, 


Ferch Meredith, ap Madawc, ap Gruffudh Maelor 
prince of Powis, This Madawc ap Gruffudh Maelor, 
built the abbey of Valacrucis, in Welch, Manachlog 


Ilan Egweſtl, the year of our Lord 1200, and lieth 
there buried, and this Gruffudh Maelor was ſon to 


Madawc, ap Meredith, ap Bleddin, ap Cynfin, ap 
_ Gweriftan, ap Gwalthfoed, ap Gwrydor, ap Ca- 
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riadawe, ap Lles Llaw Ddeawc, ap Edwal, ap 


 Gwnnan, ap Gwnnawc Farf Sych, ap Keidic, ap Cort, 
ap Cadnawc, ap Tegonwy, ap Teon, ap Gwinaf Dau- 
freuddwyd, ap Powyr lew, ap Bywdec, ap Rhun rhudd 
| baladr, ap Llary, ap Casfar Wledic, ap Lludd, ap 
Beli Mawr king of all England and Wales, to whom 


King Henry the Seventh is fon this way by Ladd in 
_ thicty-fix degrees. 55 


Ade of Gwoerfill Ferch Madauc. 
Owen ap Meredith, ap Tudor, ap Gwerfill Ferch 


How Owen cometh to Beli Mawr by the mother's 


ua, Ferch Llewelyn ap Gruffydh, ap Gwenwynwin, = 


ap Owen Cyfeilioc, ap Gruffydh ap Madawc, ap 
18 * 2 Meredith 
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A P FUE N D 1 K 
Meredith of Powis, AP Bleddyn, ap Cynfin, Kc. to 
Beli Mawr. 

Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor ap Gwerfill Ferch 
Eva, Ferch Margret, Ferch Meredith goch, ap Mere- 
dith, ap Iers Fychan, ap lers goch, ap Nereaien ap 
Bleddyn, a ap Cynfin, 8c. to Beli. 

Owen ap Meredith ap Tudor, ap Gwerfyll, Ferch 
Eva, Ferch Margret, Ferch Meredith goch, ap Chri- 
ſtin, ap Bledrws, ap Edwal Owen Bendew one of the fif- 
teen tribes of North Wales, fon to Cynan Fieniard ap 
Gwalthfoed, ap Gwlyddien, ap Gwridor, ap Caradawc, 
ap Lies Llaw ddeawc, ap Edwal, ap Gwnnan, ap 
| Gwannawc Farf ſych, ap Ceidio, ap Corf, ap Cad. 
nawe, ap Tegonwy, ap Teon, ap Gwinan dau Freud. 
dwyd, &c. and ſo to Beli. 

Owen ap Meredith, ap Marget Ferch Tomes, ap 
Lhewelin, ap Owen ap Meredith Lord Iſcoed, ap 
Owen, ap Gruffydh, ap Rhys prince of South Wales, 
ſo to Rodri Mawr. 

Oven ap Meredith, ap Margret, Feds Tomas ap 
Llewelyn, ap Angharad, Ferch Arolwydd Sion, John 
of Haſſon by William ap David ap e Du- 
bium. 

Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Tons 
ap Llewelyn, ap Angharad Ferch Margret, Ferch 
Bube ap Ifor Lord Licoed by William ap Keane 
Dubium. 
Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Tomas ap 
ILlewelyn, ap Angharad, Ferch Margret, Ferch An— 
gbarad, Ferch Llewely n ap lers drwyndwn prince of 
all Wales. This Llen elyn wedded Inet daughter of 
King John, who was ſon to Henry the Second, 
ſon to Mawd the empreſs, daughter to Henry the 
Firſt, ſon to William the Conqueror, ſon to Robert 
duke of Normandy. 

Owen ap Meredith, ap Margrer, Ferch Tomas ap 
Elinor Ferch. . . Lord Barre by Gyttin Owen, 
by information of Dr. Owen Pool, and Mr. Lingam's | 
wike by an old pedigree, 


Owen 


A p P E N D * * 
Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, F etch, "Toma: ap 


Elinor, Ferch Elinor, F erch Edward Longſhanks king 


of England. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Tomas ap 
Elinor Ferch Elinor, Ferch Elinor ſecond to King 
Edward aboveſaid. Dubium. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Elinor 


Ferch Meredith, ap Owen, ap Gruffydh, ap Rhys 
prince of South Wales, by Madawc ap Llewelyn ap. 


Howel his books. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Frick Elinor, 5 


Ferch Catrin, Ferch Licwclyn ap Gruffydh laſt Prince 
of Wales. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Fetch Elias, 


Ferch Llewelyn ap Gruffydh, ap Tangwiſtl, Ferch 


Llywarch goch, ap Lhowarch ap Pyll, ap Cynan, ap 
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Einion ap Gwridor göch, ap Helic, ap Glannawc, 


ap Gwgon Gleddyfrudd, ap Cariadawc Freichfas, ap 


Llir Merini, ap Einion irth, ap Cunedda wledic. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Elinor, ; 
Ferch Caterin, Ferch Elinor ap Gruffydh ap Tang- 
wiſtl, Ferch Tangwiſtl, Ferch Llowarch, ap Bran, ap 


Dinawal, ap Efnydd, ap Alawe, Alſer, ap Tudwal, 1 


: ap Rodri mawr: ap Gyttin Owen. 


Gwen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Elinor Fy- 


Chan. Ferch Simon Montford earl of Leiceſter : by 
 Gyttin Owen. 


Owen ap Meredith, ap Margret, Ferch Elitor; 


Ferch Caterin, Ferch Elinor 5 88 F erch e : 


Ferch John king of Elen. 


Hereafter followeth the ancient lineage of the fared © 
Owen's mother e 70 oy to . ap 1 


Tucdbr. : 


Owen ap Margret, Forks Dafydd OO ns a Da- 


fydd Liwyd, ap Cyner, ap Gronw, ap Cyner, ap 
lers, ap Hwfa, ap Cwmus, ap Cillin, ap Maeloc dda,  * 


ap Gredef, * Kwmus du, ap Cillin 1 54 ap Predu 
2 2 Leirnee 3 
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A F FRN D 
Teirnee, ap Meilir Eryr, gwyr gorſedd, ap Tiday, ap 
Tyfodde, ap Gwybfyw, ap Marchwin, ap Branap Pill, 
ap Cerfyr, ap Meilir Meilirion, ap Goron, ap Cuned- 


da wledic, ap Gwawl Ferch Coel Godeboc as before, 


Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap Da- 
fydd Llwyd, ap Ceyner, ap Gronw, ap Cyner, ap 
Iers, ap Hwfa, ap Generis Ferch Ednowain, Bendew, 
ap Cynon Finiaid, ap Gwarthfoed, ap Gwridr ap Cra- 


doc, ap Lles law ddeuawc, ap Edwal, ap Gwynnan; 


and ſo to Ludd, ap Beli mawr, as before by Gyttin 


Owen. 


Oven ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap Dafydd 


Thwyd ap Cyner, ap Llayſedd daughter to Sir William 


Twychet, knight, by William. Indub. 


Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap Da- ; 
fydd Lhwyd, ap Alis, Ferch Robert, ap Turſtan Hol- 


land captain of Harlech : by William. 


* 


Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap Da- 
fydd Lhwyd, ap Alis, Ferch Margret, Ferch Alan 
Norris, knight, by William. Indubdvd. 

Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap An- 


gharad, Ferch Howell ap Meredith, ap Iers, ap Ca- 


dwgan, ap Llywarch, ap Bran, as before, &c. 
Owen ap Margaret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap An- 
gharad Ferch Howell ap Meredith, ap Iers, ap Gwenl- 
lian, Ferch Cynan ap Owen Gwynedd, ap Gruffydh ap 
„„ % ol eg 9 
Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap An- 
gharad, Ferch Owen ap Bleddin, ap Owen Brogen— 


nun, ap Madawc, ap Meredith, ap Bleddin, ap Cyn- 
fin prince of Powis; theſe three by Gyttin Owen. 


Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap An- 
gharad, Ferch Gwladis, Ferch Llewelin gethni, ap 


Fdwal, ap Gruffydh, ap Meuric, ap Cadhayarn, ap 
SGwrydd, ap Rhys goch one of the fifteen tribes of 


North Wales; which was ſon to Sandwr ap Iarddwr, 


ap Mor, ap Tegerin, ap Aelaw, ap Gredres, ap Cw- 
mus du, ap Cillin Ynad, &c. to Coel Godeboc. 


Owen ap Margret, Ferch Dafydd Fychan, ap An- 


- gharad, Ferch Gwladus, Ferch Mali Llwyd, Ferch 


lers 


FFF 
lers ap Engion, ap Geraint, ap Tegwared, ap Cyn- 
fawr, ap Madawc diffaeth, which were rulers and great 
men in Pentraetn. | 

Owen ap Margret, Ferch Neſt, Ferch Jermy, ap 
Gruffydh, ap Howell, ap Meredith, ap Engion, ap 
Gwgon, ap Merwydd, ap Golwyn, one of the fifteen 
tribes of North Wales, ſon to Tangno, ap Cadfael, 
ap Lludd, ap Llen, ap T.laminod Angel, ap Palgen, 
ap Urien Rheged, ap Meirchion, ap Grwſt, ap Cen- 
naf, ap Coel Godeboc king as before, 

Owen ap Margret, Ferch Neſt, Ferch Jermy, ap 
Gwerfill, Ferch Gwladus, Ferch Edwal Fychan * 
before. 


Owen ap Mar gret, Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 


Ferch Gruffydh, ap Dafydd goch, ap Gruffydh, ap 


Liew elyn prince of Wales. 

Owen ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 
Ferch Gruffydh ap ) Dafydd goch, ap Datydd, ap Grut- 
fydh, ap Tangwiſtl, Ferch Llowarch goch, ap Llo- 
warch Holbwrch, ap Pill, ap Cynan, ap Gwridor 
goch, ap Helic, ap Glannoc as before. 
Oven ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharid; 
Ferch Gruffydh, ap Dafydd g goch, ap Rhanullt, Ferch 
_ Rheinalt King of Man. | 
| Owen ap Mergret Ferch Neſt, Ferch A 
Ferch Gruffydh, ap Angharad, Ferch Heylyn, ap Tu- 
dor, ap Ednyfed F ychan. 5 

Owen ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 
Perch Gruffydh, ap Angharad, Ferch Heylyn, ap Ad- 
leir, Ferch Ricart, ap Cadwalader, ap Gruffydh, ap 
Cynan prince. Theſe four by Gyttin O Wen. 
Owen ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 
Ferch Gruffydh, ap Angharad, Ferch Heylyn, ap 
Adleis, Ferch Ricart, ap Cadwalader, ap Gruffydh, ap 
Cynan, ap Afandrec wife to Iago, daughter to Gwayr, 
ap Pill, ap Cynan, ap Cynddelw gam, ap Elgudi, 
ap Grwyſnad, ap Diwgludd, ap Tegawc, ap. [7 f- 


nerth, ap Madoc Madogion, ap Sauddl bryd f(a 5 


25 gel, ap Liylwarch hen, ap Elidor Ludanwin, ap Me- 
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A P EWND IS. 
irchich gl, ap Erwſt galedlwm, ap Cenaw, ap Cole 
Godeboc king as before. 


Owen ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 


Ferch Marret, Ferch Tudor, ap lers, ap Ewrgwnon, 


ap Cyfnerth, ap Rhuon, ap Nefydd hardd, one of 
the fifteen tribes of North Wales. ; 


Owen ap Margret Ferch Neſt, Ferch Angharad, 


Ferch Margret, Ferch Tangwiſtl, Ferch Madawe, ap 
Cyfnerth, ap Cyhelyn, ap Llywarch Fychan, ap Ly 


warch goch, ap Llowarch Holbwrch, ap Pill, ap Cy- 
non, ap Gwrydr goch, ap Helic ap Glannoe, ap 
 Gwgon gleddyfrud, ap Cariadoc freich fras, ap Glir | 


Meirini, ap Engion hon ip n wicdic, by 
Eyttin Owen. 


Ab rolled out of the old Chronicle of 
Wates, by Sir John Leaf, pri:ft, Gut- 
tin Own. Gruffydb ap Llewelyn ap 
 Fermy, Fychan, Madaoc ap Llewelyn 
ap Howell, Robert ap Howel ap Tho- 
mas, John King, with many others, at 
the King's Majeſty's coſts and charges. 
The abbot of Llanegweſtle, and Dr. 
Owen Pool, canon of Harf, overſeers, 
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APPENDIX 


Rex omnibus, his, 


9 quod cum Lewelinus princeps de A- 


berffraw & dominus Snawerden, nobis conceſſerit & 


firmiter promiſerit, quod ſtabit proviſioni venerabilium 
patrum Redulphi Ciceſtrenſis epiſcopi & cancellarit 


noſtri, & Alexandri Conventrenſis & Lichfield epif- 
copi, & dilectorum & fidelium noſtrorum Richardi 
Mareſchalli comitis Pembroch, Joannis de Laſcy co- 

mitis Lincolniæ & conſtabularri Ceſtriæ, Stephani de 


Segrave Juſticiarii noſtri Angliæ, & Radulphi illi Ni- 
chats Seneſchalli noſtri, una cum Idnevet Senelchallo 


ipſius Lewehni & Werrenoc fratre cjus, Imano Vachan 
& David Clerico, quam ipſi facturi ſunt ſuper congruis 


emendis nobis faciendis, de omnibus exceſſibus nobis 


' & noſtris, ab eo & ſuis factis & de reſtitutione nobis 


& hominibus noſtris faciendd de omnibus terris & 
poſſeſſionibus noſtris & noſtrorum per ipſum Leweh- 
num & Wallenſes occupatis, occaſione Werræ inter 


nos & ipſum motæ; ſimul etiam de recipienda reſtitu- 


tione a nobis & noſtris, de omnibus terris ipſius Le- 
welini & hominum arti per nos & noſtros occupa- 
tis, occaſione Werræ prædictæ, & de aſſignando Da- 


vid filio ipſius Bewegt & Ifabclize uxori ejus primo- 


genitæ filiæ & hæreredis. Gullielmi de Breus, rationa- 
bili portione ipſam Iſabellam contingente, de terris quæ 
fuerunt prœdicti Gullielmi partis ſui, & de refuſione 

8 nobis, faclenda, pro prædictis exceſſibus con- 
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grue emendandis & portione prædicta aſſignanda; pro- 
viſa tamen ſuper hoc ab eiſdem ſufficiente ſecuritate de 
fideli ſeruitio nobis præſtando & de tranquilitate nobis 
& regno noſtro Angliæ, obſervanda. Ita quod damy. 
num vel periculum, nec nobis nec regno noſtro inde 
poſſit evenire. Et ſi pendente proviſione prædicta, 
aliquid de novo emerſerit emandandum, idem Lowe. 
linus voluerit & conceſſirit, quod per prædictos pro- 
viſores emendetur. Nos proviſionem eorundem quam 
facturi ſunt ſuper omnibus præmiſſis, gratam habe. 
mus & acceptam pro nobis, & noſtris ſicut præfatus 
Lewelinus pro ſe & ſuis & in hujus rei teſtimonium 
has literas patentes inde fieri fecimus. Teſte me ipſo 
apud Salop ſeptimo die Decembris & decimo leptimo 
anno regni oltre 


Rex, &c. 
Lis LIN O principi de Aberfraw falutem, 


Sciatis quod recipimus in gratiam noſtram, Gilbertum 
Mareſchallum & omnes qui fuerunt impriſi Richard: 
Mareſchalli tam de Anglia quam de Wallia qui ad pa- 
cem noſtram venire voluerunt & eis reddidimus omnes 
terras & tenementa ſua quæ de nobis tenuerunt, & de 
quibus diſſeſſiti fuerunt occaſione guerre mote inter 
nos & prædictum comitem, & nobis remanent quieta 
quæcunque ſuper nos & noſtros per prædictum co- 
mitem, vel ſuos impriſios occupata fuerunt que vobis 
duximus ſignificanda. Volentes quod vobis innoteſ- 
cant quæ penes nos acta ſunt in hac parte, & quia per 
venerabilem patrem Edmundum Cantuarienſem archi- 

epiſcopum & co epiſcopos ſuos captæ ſunt treuge 

inter nos & vos ſub firma ſpe tractandi de pace inter nos 
& vos formanda & fortius firmanda. Mittimus propter 
hoc prædictum archiepiſcopum & venerabiles patres 
Alexandrum Coventrenſem & Lichfieldenſem & Hen- 
ricum Roffenſem co- epiſcopos ſuos ad partes marchiæ; 
ita quod erunt apud Salop die Lunæ in craſtino ſanctæ 
trinitatis 


1 — „ 


3 
5 43 


o. 


trinitatis: et rogamus vos quatenus ſicut noſtram de- 


ſideratis amicitiam non omittatis quin in craſtino die 


Martis loco tuto & competenti, quem prædictus archi. 
epiſcopus vobis ſignificabit ipſi archiepiſcopo & co- 
epiſcopus ſuis occuratis ad tractatum cum eis haben- 
dum ſuper præmiſſis. In quorum etiam ore quædam 
quæ non duximus ſcripto commendanda poſuimus vo- 
bis plenius exponenda; rogantes quatinus ſicut decet 
taliter ea quæ reformationem pacis reſpiciunt & que 
ipſi plenius in hac parte vobis explicabunt audire cum 
effectu & eiſdem adquieſcere velitis, quod non ſtet per 
vos quin firmum & ſtabile pacis vinculum inter nos & 
vos roboretur ad noſtrum pariter & veſtrum commo- 


dum & honorem. 


2 8 — - 6 * _ . 
— — ** 


Rex, &c. 


D ILECTO & fideli ſuo Richardo comiti 
Cornubiæ & Pictaviæ ſalutem. Sciatis quod treuge 


captæ ſunt inter nos & Lewelinum principem de Aber- 
fraw per venerabilem patrem Edmundum archiepiſco- 
pum Cantuarienſem & epiſcopos ſecum adjuntos & 


quoſdam alios fideles noſtros propter hoc ad partes 
Walliæ deſtinatos duraturæ a feſto Sancti Jacobi anno 


regni noſtri decimo octavo uſque in duos annos ſe- 


quentes in hac forma. Quod omnes injuriæ & damne - 
hinc inde facta infra ultimam treugam captam per ve- 


1erabilem patrem Henricum Roffenſem epiſcopum in 


media quadregiſſima proximo præterita per dictatores 
ejuſdem treugæ emendabuntur, quod omnes terre hinc 
inde occupatæ per ultimam guerram motam, reſtitu- 


entur his quibus poſtea ſint oblatæ, homines etiam illi 


qui hinc inde receſſerint a fidelitate dominorum ſuorum 


& ſe tenuerunt ex parte adverſa libere revertantur. 


Ita quidem quod durantibus treugis prædictis in nullo 


occaſionabuntur nec aliquid dampnt vel mali eis fiet 


occaſione prædicta. Adjectum eſt etiam in eadem pro- 


viſione treugarum; quod fi vos & dilectus & fidelis 


noſter 
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noſter Radulphus de Thorny nolueritis ſub eiſdem 


treugis comprehendi bene placebit eidem Leweling, 


Sin autem nihilominus, quod ad nos & alios fideles 
noſtros eas firmiter obſervabit. Et ſub tali conditione 
quod ſi forte tenere non velletis contra vos ſe defendet. 
Ita quod contra ipſum & defenſionem ſuam nullum 
vobis faciemus nec facere poterimus per nos vel per 
aliquem de marchia vel alium interim conſilium ve! 
auxilium ad ipſum gravandum, & taliter ſunt treugæ 
prædictæ ex parte ipſius Lewelini juratæ & aſſecurata 


&& in adventu prædicti archiepiſcopi ad nos ſimiliter ex 
parte noſtra eas jurari faciemus & aſſecurari, & ideo 


vobis mandamus firmiter injungentes, quatinus præ. 
dictis treugis ſine difficultate aliquà adguieſcentes eas 


teneatis & ex parte veſtra eas teneri faciatis. Quia 


modis omnibus volumus quod eas teneatis & firmiter 


obſervetis. Quid autem inde facere propoſueritis aper. 
te reſponſum veſtrum nobis ſub feſtinatione ſcire faci- 
atis. Teſte rege apud Weſtmonaſterium triceſimo die 


Radolphus Herefordenfis epiſcopus, decanus Here: 


fordiæ, Walterus de Clifford & Walterus de Bello 


Campo iterum conſtituti ſunt dictatores emendarum, 
faciendarum & recipiendarum de interceptionibus fac- 
tis, ut dicitur Lewelino principi de Aberfraw, &c. et 


Morganò de Carleon quoad caſtrum Carleon & eiſdem 
dictatoribus aſſociati ſunt prior de Wenloc & Joannes 


extraneus & debent convenire in craſtino clauſi Paſchæ 
apud vadum de Montgomery ad conſequendum quod 
priore die ad hoc conſtituto debuiſſet fuiſſe executum. 
Teſte rege apud Northamton ſexto die Martii. 


REX 


Rex omnibus ad quod præſentes literæ perve- 


nerint. Sciatis quod conceſſimus bona fide & fine 
malo ingenio & ratas habemus et gratas treugas captas 
apud Theokſburiam die Veneris in feſto Sancti Bene- 


dicti, anno regni noſtri viceſimo per venerabilem pa- 


trem Edmundum Cantuarienſem archiepiſcopum inter 
nos et omnes homines et impriſios noſtros apertos ex 
una parte, et Lewelinum principem de Aberfraw et 


donunum de Snaudan et omnes homines et impriſios 


ſuos apertos tam Wallenſes quam alios ex alia parte 
duraturos a feſto Sancti Jacobi, anno eodem uſque in 
unum annum completum. Ita ſcilicet quod tam nos 
et noſtri quam prædictus Lewelinus et ſui ſimus in 


345 


eiſdem terris et tenementis, hominibus et homagiis in 


quibus fuimus prædicto die captionis treugarum iſta- 
rum. Salva Morgano de Carleon reſtitutione ſua tam 
de terris quam de bonis et mobilibus ſuis quæ comes 


Gilbertus Mareſchallus occuparerat, ſuper eum infra 


treugas alias inter nos et ipſum Lewelinum ultimo cap: 


tas. Siquid autem interim fuerit foris factum per cap- 


tionem terrarum vel caſtrorum vel bonorum mobilium 
et manifeſtum de captione terrarum vel caſtrorum illo- 


rum terræ; et caſtra ſtatim reddantur non expectata 
aliqua correctione emendatorum treugæ, ſed de bonis 
mobilibus ita captis per iplos correctores fiant emendæ, 


treugis nihilominus durantibus in ſua firmitate in for- 
ma prædicta. Ita quod hinc inde nulla namia capi- 
antur pro aliqua interceptione facta infra treugas iſtas 


de bonis mobilibus, nec pro aliqua contentione ante | 
captionem hujus treugæ orta, ſed per ipſos correctores 


fiant. Nullus etiam receptet in poteſtate ſuà impri- 


ſios alterius inde emendæ ſicut prædictum eſt duran- 
tibus treugis. Nullum etiam caſtrum novum firme- 


tur in marchia vel dirutum reficiatur durantibus treu- 


gis, et terræ ſint communes ſecundum formam treu- 
garum Wa ultimo captæ fuerunt inter nos et ipſum 
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APPEND LY 


parte noſtra in hanc treugam bona fide, et ſine malo 
ingenio fideliter obſervandam uſque ad prædictum ter. 
minum dilicti et fideles noſtri Henricus de Aldithely. 
Joannes Leſtrange et Henricus de Stafford, in cujus. 
&c. Teſte me ipſo apud T heokeſburiam, undecimo 
die Juli, anno regni noſtri viceſimo. 


Sciant e et futuri, quod ita convenit inter 


dominum Henricum regem Angliæ illuſtrem ex una 


parte, et David filium Leweliai quondam principis 
Norwalliz et dominum de Aberfraw ex altera, apud 


 Glouceſtriam die Martis proximo ante feſtum Sancti 


Dunſtanni, anno regni ipſius regis viceſimo quarto, de 
homagio ipſius David quod ipſe offerrebat eidem do- 
mino reg! pro jure ſuo Norwalliz et de terrts quas ba- 


_ Tones ipſius domini regis ſcilicet Griffinus filius Wen- 


nuwan et alii barones domini regis petebant verſus ip. 
ſum David ut jura ſua excepta de monte alto ſecundum 
quod continetur in ſcripto nuper confecto apud cru- 


cem Griffini per Seneſchallos domini regis, quæ ad 


præſens excipitur ab arbitrio, ſalvo tamen in poſterum 


jure ſeneſchalli Ceſtriæ in terra illa ſi quod habent. 


Scilicet, quod prædictus dominus rex cepit homagi- 


um præfati David de prædicto jure ſuo Norwalliz, et 


quod tam idem dominus rex pro præfatis baronibus 


iuis de conſcenſu eorundem quam præfatus David pro 
fe et ſuis et hæredibus eorum ſuper omnibus terris 


prædictis ſe ſubmiſerunt, arbitrio venerabilium patrum 


Ottonis Sancti Nicolai in carcere Tulliano diaconi, car- 
dinalis apoſtolici ſedis legati; Wigorniæ et Noriveci 
epiſcoporum, et nobilis viri Richardi comitis Pictaviæ 
et Cornubiæ, fratris ipſius domini regis et Joannis de 
Monemue ex parte ipſius domini regis, et venerabilis 
Patris epiſcopi de Sancto Aſaph Idnevet Vaghan, Eyn- 


guan Vaghan ex parte præfati David. Ita quod quo- 
modo libet ab ipſis omnibus vel à majori parte eorun- 


dem, ſuper præmiſſiis fuerit arbitratum, utraque pars ip- 
ſorum ſtabit arbitrio et illud in perpetuum firmiter ob- 
ſery abit; z Et ad hc fideliter line fraude ſervanda Gu- 


lielmus 


lielmus de Cantelupo de præcepto regis juravit in ani- 
mam ipſius regis El idem David in propria perſona ſua 
corporate præſtitit ſacramentum. Et inſuper ſe ſub- 


miſerunt juriſdictioni et inordinationi præfati domini 


legati quamdiu in Anglia legationis fungatur officio, 
ut partem contra præmiſſa venientem per cenſuram ec- 
eleſiaſticam modis omnibus quibus melius viderit ex- 
pedire, tam ad prædictum arbitrium obſervandum quam 
ad tranſgreſſionem contra illud perpetratam emendan- 


dam valeat coercere, ordine juris obſervato. Dum ta- 
men idem David vel ſui, ſi forſitan contra prædicta ve- 


nire preſumpſerint prius coram dicto domino legato 


vel aliquibus aliis ad hoc ab ipſo deputandis et parti- 


bus merito non ſuſpectis in confinio marchiæ loco ei- 
dem David et ſuis tuto legitime communicantur, fi ad 
hoc vocati venirent: vel ſi legitimè vocati non vene- 
rint pro contumacibus habeantur niſi rationabile et ſuf- 
ficiens habeant impedimentum, finito vero predite 


legationis officio ſub forma preſcripta et cohercioni et 
juriſdictioni domini Cantuarienſi archiepiſcopi et ſuc- 
ceſſorum ſuorum et eccleſiæ Cantuarienſis ſe partes 


prædictæ ſubmiſerunt. Et ſciendum quod per hanc 


pacem remanent domino regi et hæredibus ſuis omnia 
homagia baronum Walliæ quieta, et remittuntur omnia 
incendia, homicidia, et alia mala tam ex parte Angli- 
corum quam Wallenſium perpetrata; ita quod ad in- 


vicem plene reconcilientur. Salvo præfati David jure 
tuo, ſi quod habet in aliis terris. Et fi forte aliquis 
prædictorum arbitrorum ante hoc arbitrium completum 
in fata deceſſerit, vel per impedimentum rationabile 
prædicto arbitrio faciendo non poſlit intereſſe? alius 


loco ſuo ſubſtituetur qui neutri partium merito ſuſpec- 
tus habeatur: ad hoc præfati epiſcopus de Sancto A- 
ſaph Idnevet et Ignan et Griffinus filius Rotherich 
præſtiterunt ſacramentum, quod quantum in eis eſt, 
prædicta fideliter obſervabunt et ab ipſo David et ſuis 
modis omnibus quibus poterunt, facient obſervari: ad 
majorem autem hujus rei ſecuritatem factum eſt hoc 
ſcriptum inter ipſos regem et David in modo chirogra- 
phi. Ita quod parti remanenti penes ipſum dominum 


regem appoſitum eſt ſigillum ipſtius una cum ſigillo 


prædictorum 
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Lewelinum. Juraverunt autem in animam noſtram ex 
parte noſtra in hanc treugam bona fide, et ſine malo 
ingenio fideliter obſervandam uſque ad prædictum ter. 
minum dilicti et fideles noſtri Henricus de Aldithely. 
Joannes Leſtrange et Henricus de Stafford, in cujus. 
&c. Teſte me ipſo apud Theokeſburiam, undecimo 
die Julii, anno regni noſtri viceſimo. 


Sciant præſentes et futuri, quod ita convenit inter 
dominum Henricum regem Angliæ illuſtrem ex una 
parte, et David filium Leweliai quondam principis 
Norwalliæ et dominum de Aberfraw ex altera, apud 


 Glouceſtriam die Martis proximo ante feſtum Sancti 
Dunſtanni, anno regni ipſius regis viceſimo quarto, de 
homagio ipſius David quod ipſe offerrebat eidem do- 
mino regi pro jure ſuo Norwalliæ et de terris quas ba- 
rones ipſius domini regis ſcilicet Griffinus filius Wen- 
nuwan et alii barones domini regis petebant verſus ip- 
ſum David ut jura ſua excepta de monte alto ſecundum 


quod continetur in ſcripto nuper confecto apud cru- 
cem Griffini per Seneſchallos domini regis, que ad 


præſens excipitur ab arbitrio, ſalvo tamen in poſterum 
jure ſeneſchalli Ceſtriæ in terra illa ſi quod habent. 


Scilicet, quod prædictus dominus rex cepit homagi- 


um præfati David de prædicto jure ſuo Norwalliæ, et 


quod tam idem dominus rex pro prefatis baronibus 
ivis de conſcenſu eorundem quam præfatus David pro 
fe et ſuis et hæredibus eorum ſuper omnibus terris 
prædictis ſe ſubmiſerunt, arbitrio venerabilium patrum 


Ottonis Sancti Nicolai in carcere Tulliano diaconi, car- 
dinalis apoſtolici ſedis legati; Wigorniæ et Noriveci 
epiſcoporum, et nobilis viri Richardi comitis Pictaviæ 
et Cornubiæ, fratris ipſius domini regis et Joannis de 
Monemue ex parte ipſius domini regis, et venerabilis 
patris epiſcopi de Sancto Aſaph Idnevet Vaghan, Eyn- 
guan Vaghan ex parte præfati David. Ita quod quo- 


modo libet ab ipſis omnibus vel à majori parte eorun- 


dem, ſuper præmiſſiis fuerit arbitratum, utraque pars ip- 
ſorum ſtabit arbitrio et illud in perpetuum firmiter ob- 
ſeryabit ; et ad hæc fideliter fine fraude ſervanda Gu- 


lielmus 
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F END IX. 

lielmus de Cantelupo de præcepto regis juravit in ani- 
mam ipſius regis et idem David in propria perſona ſua 
corporate præſtitit ſacramentum. Et inſuper ſe ſub- 
miſerunt juriſdictioni et inordinationi præfati domini 
legati quamdiu in Anglia legationis fungatur officio, 
ut partem contra præmiſſa venientem per cenſuram ec- 
cleſiaſticam modis omnibus quibus melius viderit ex- 


pedire, tam ad prædictum arbitrium obſervandum quam 
ad tranſgreſſionem contra illud perpetratam emendan- 


dam valeat coercere, ordine juris obſervato. Dum ta- 
men idem David vel ſui, ſi forſitan contra prædicta ve- 


nire preſumpſerint prius coram difto domino legato 


vel aliquibus aliis ad hoc ab ipſo deputandis et parti- 
bus merito non ſuſpectis in confinio marchiz loco ei- 


dem David et ſuis tuto legitime communicantur, fi ad 
hoc vocati venirent : vel ſi legitime vocati non vene- 


rint pro contumacibus habeantur niſi rationabile et ſuf- 
ficiens habeant impedimentum, finito vero. prædictæ 


legationis officio ſub forma preſcripta et cohercioni et 
juriſdictioni domini Cantuarienſi archiepiſcopi et ſuc- 
ceſſorum ſuorum et eccleſiæ Cantuarienſis ſe partes 


prædictæ ſubmiſerunt. Et ſciendum quod per hanc 
pacem remanent domino regi et hæredibus ſuis omnia 


bomagia baronum Walliæ quieta, et remittuntur omnia 
incendia, homicidia, et alia mala tam ex parte Angli- 
corum quam Wallenſium perpetrata; ita quod ad in- 


vicem plene reconcilientur. Salvo præfati David jure 
ſoo, fi quod habet in aliis terris. Et fi forte aliquis 


prædictorum arbitrorum ante hoc arbitrium completum 
in fata deceſſerit, vel per impedimentum rationabile 
prædicto arbitrio faciendo non poſlit intereſſe: alius 


loco ſuo ſubſtituetur qui neutri partium merito ſuſpec- 
tus habeatur: ad hoc præfati epiſcopus de Sancto A- 


laph Idnevet et Ignan et Griffinus filius Rotherich 
præſtiterunt ſacramentum, quod quantum in eis eſt, 
prædicta fideliter obſervabunt et ab ipſo David et ſuis 
modis omnibus quibus poterunt, facient obſervari: ad 


majorem autem hujus rei ſecuritatem factum eſt hoc 
ſcriptum inter ipſos regem et David in modo chirogra- 


Phi. Ita quod parti remanenti penes ipſum dominum 


regem appoſitum eſt ſigillum ipſius una cum ſigillo 
* | pPrædictorum 
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prædictorum epiſcopi de Sancto Aſapho Idnevet, le. 
nan et Griffini, et parti penes ipſum David remanent; 
appoſitum eſt ſigilum domini regis : his teſtibus ye. 
nerabilibus patribus Ottone Sancti Nicolai in carcere 
Tulliano diacono, cardinali apoſtolicæ ſedis legato; 
Waltero Eboracenſi archiepiſcopo, Waltero Careleo- 
lenſi, Waltero Wygornenſi et Gulielmo Norwicenſi 
epiſcopis; Richardo comite Pictaviæ et Cornubiæ fra 
tre domini regis, venerabili patre epiſcopo de Sancto 
Antando; ſeneſchallis noſtris Joanne extraneo. Ede. 


nyfet Watham, Griffino filio Rotherich, David archi- 
diacon de Sancto APR, et alis. 


> 


David filio Lewelini ſalutem. Bene recoli- 
mus qualiter nos vobis. nuper in mandatis dedimus, 
quod coram nobis apud Wigorniam compareretis ad 
providendum arbitros qui loco corum qui primo ad 
hoc electi fuerint et qui ad partes receſſerunt tranſma- 
rinas, juſtitiam ſecundum formam pacis inter et vos 
proviſe ſingulis conquerentibus exhiberent z et in arbi- 
trio prædicto ſecundum formam debitam procederent 
et ſimiliter ad juſtitiam recipiendam de portione uxo- 
rem veſtram contingente de hæreditate {ui : et ſimili- 
tar ad ſtandum recto ſuper his de quibus ſeneſchallus 
de monte alto et aliis de vobis ſunt conqueſti. Et 
quia ad diem et locum vobis præfixos non acceſſiſtis, 

| fed literas veſtras nobis miſiſtis; continentes quod tres 
ex veſtris ad nos loco veſtro deſtinaſtis, ex quibus tan- 
tum unus ad nos acceſſit qui ad præmiſſa adimplenda | 
nullam poteſtatem habuit; unde quibuſdam ex noſtris 
viſum fuerat quod hoc malitioſe et ut ſubterfugium 
quæreretis per vos factum fuit. Nos tamen hoc non 
credentes fed fidelitatem veſtram adhuc magis probare 
volentes, vobis mandamus in fide qua nobis tenemini, 
5 eren quatinus omni occaſione Poſtpoſita perſo- 
3 naliter 
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g. naliter compareatis apud Salop, die dominica ante domi- * 
i nicam palmarum coram fidelibus noſtris quos iiluc dux- * 
e erimus tranſmittendos ad conſentiendum in perſonas 1 
re certas, ad procedendum in arburio prædicto loco eo- * 
# rum qui ad partes tranſmarinas receſſerunt et ad faci- 2 
9. endum in eodem arbitrio id quod adhuc reſtat facien- = 
fi dum; et ad recipiendum juſtitiam de portione uxorem Wa 
* veſtram de hæreditate ſua contingente et ad ſtandum | 4 
0 recto ſeneſchallo Ceſtriæ et aliis de vobis conquerenti- = 
e. bus, Quod ſi perſonaliter ad hoc faciendum venire , 1 
1• non poſſitis tales loco veſtro mittatis qui plenam po- b 
teſtatem habeant hæc omnia nomine veſtro faciendi. = 
Nos enim vobis et veſtris per eos quos ibidem mitti- L 
mus aut per noſmet ipſos ſalvum et ſecurum provideri 9 
faciemus conductum. Teſte rege apud Wudeſtock * 
decimo nono die Februarii, 1 1 
Anno domini milleſimo ducenteſimo quadrageſimo 4 
i- primo, die dominica proxima ante inventionem ſanctæ 
55 crucis aſſignata, David filio Lewelini quondam princi- 
d is Norwalliæ et marchionibus ad conſentiendum in 
0 arbitros ſuſtituendos loco abſentium et ad faciendam et 
a recipiendam juſtitiam ſecundum formam pacis conven- 
8 te inter dominum regem et dictum David comparuit - 
by Thudius ſeneſchallus ipſius David, cancellarius et 
. Phillippus filius Ibor clericus ex parte David pracu- 
= ratores; oſtendentes literas ipſius David, in quibus 
l dictus David promittebat ſe ratum habiturum quic- 
: quid per ipſos fieret ſecundum formam pacis ſupra- 
: dictæ. Radulphus vero de mortuo mari et Rogerus 
„ ſeneſchallus Ceſtriæ et Griffinus pro'ſe et aliis marchi- 
es onibus comparuerunt; petentes inſtanter quod ſecun- 
1 dum dicta teſtium productorum coram domino Ste- 
la phano de Segrave, et conjudicibus ſuis vicem domini 
* regis gerentibus apud Salop eiſdem exhibererur juſtirias * 
m complementum. Sed contra procuratores pretati Da- 
N vid aſſerebant dictos reſtes non eſſe receptos ſecundum 
re formam pacis. Quare ſecundum dicta eorum non dice- 
ly bat nec poterar judicari. Tandam continuata die et 
0- altercatione magna ſuper hoc et aliis babirata inter 
er = 55 e 
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partes, forma pacis prædictæ producta in medio viſa- 


que et perfecta loco abſentium arbitrorum ſcilicet do- 
mini Ottonis Sancti Nicholai in carcere Tulliano dia. 
coni cardinalis, domini Pape quondam legati in An. 
glia Wigornenſis et Norwicenſis epiſcoporum ſubrogati 
ſunt per dominum regem de conſenſu dictorum procu- 
ratorum epiſcopus Coventrenſis, Joannes filius Galfridi 
et Herebertus filius Matthæi, et Walterus de Clifford: 
quibus data eſt eadem poteſtas quam haberent abſentes 
fi præſentes eſſent ſecundum formam pacis prædictæ 


et aſſignata eſt dies partibus à die Pentecoſtes proximo 


in unum menſem apud pontem de Maneford ultra Sa- 


lop ad probanda hinc inde five per productos teſtes; 
non obſtante productione jam facta per alios et quoli- 


bet probationis genere ſive per inſtrumenta, ſive alio 


modo quæ voluerunt et ſibi noverint expedienda; et 
illa die dabitur alia ad judicium audiendum ſecundum 


probata coram eiſdem arbitris juxta formam pacis ſu- 


perius prælibatæ. 


VVV 


Da V ID filio Lewelini quondam principis Nor- 


walliæ ſalutem. Ex certà quorundam relatione didi - 


cimus quod vos contra juramentum nobis præſtitum 
quoſdam fratres Griffini filii Madoc et etiam quoſdam 


homines noſtros de Keri, qui homagia nobis fecerunt 


vobis confœderatis et ab obſequio et fidelitate noſtra 


ſubtraxiſtis et fratres prædicti Griffini contra nos in 
terra veſtra receptatis. Tres quidem de ſeneſchallis 
veſtris in ſuccurſum eorum qui expugnant dilectum et 


fidelem noſtrum Radulphum de mortuo mari deſtinal- 
tis cædes et incendia per vos et veſtros in terra ſua et 
terris aliorum fidelium committendo, terras etiam quæ 


in curia noſtra abjudicatæ fuerunt Oweno Vaghan et 


nepotibus ſuis, eis contra juſtitiam deforciatis, non per- 
mittentes quod executio fiat de his quæ in curia no- 


ſtra 


* 


A P P E N PD 1 X. 


ſtra ſunt conſiderata. Quandam etiam navem Ceſtriæ 


que in poteſtate veſtra applicuit cartata blado et aliis 


victualibus areſtari feciſtis per vos et gentem veſtram, 


in nullo his quorum bladum et victualia fuerint inde 


ſatisfacientes ſuper quibus non modicum admiramur et 
movemur; et multo fortius quod cum nuper miſiſſe- 
mus nuntios veſtros ſolempnes uſque Salop, utpote ve- 


nerabilem patrem Henricum Coventrenſem et Lich- 


fieldenſem epiſcopum, et dilectos et fideles noſtros Jo- 
annem filium Galfridi, et Henricum de Aditheleg pa- 


ratos ad emendas faciendas et recipiendas de intercep- 
tionibus factis, tam ex parte noſtra, quam ex parte 


veſtra, vos tanquam in contemptum noſtrum prxdic- 
tis fidelibus noſtris non occurriſtis, nec per aliquos de 


veſtris in eorum occurſum mittere curaſtis, quod qui- 


dem ægte nos movet cum tot et tantas injurias quas 


longum eſſet enumerare contra nos et noſtros nullo 
modo attemptare debuiſtis: et ideo vobis mandamus 


quod prædictos fideles noſtros tam fratres prædicti 
Griffini quam homines noſtros de Keri quos a fidelitate 
noſtra ſubtruxiſtis ad fidem noſtram redire faciatis, 


Non impedientes quin prædictus Owenus Vaghan ex 


nepotes ſui ſecundum abjudicatum eſt in curia noſtra 
terris ſuis gaudere poſlint et eas pacificè poſſidere. Id 
etiam quod contra dilectum et fidelem noſtrum Radul- 


phum de mortuo mari et alios fideles noſtros et etiam 


quod de navi illa Ceſtrenſi attemptaſtis, ſic emendari 


353 


faciatis; quod nobis non relinquatur materia injurias 


prædictas gravius ulciſcendi quod nollemus. Nec 
omitatis quin citra feſtum Sancti Petri ad vincula no- 


bis ſignificetis qualiter dampna et injurias prædictas, 
quæ nullo modo diſſimulare poterimus nobis emendare 
volueritis. Teſte rege apud Merlebergh, quarto de- 
cimo die Julii, My Dos xs ror ene or OT Eg. 


Sciant præſentes et futuri quod ita convenit inter 
_ dominum Henricum regem Angliæ illuſtrem ex una 
parte et ſenanam uxorem Griffini filii Lewelini quon- 
dam principis Norwalliæ, quem David frater ejus te- 
Net Carceri mancipatum cum Owen filio ſuo nomine 
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K P N E NIN 
ejoſdem Griffini ex altera; ſcilicet quod praedicta Se. 


domini regis reciperent portionem quam ſe dicunt con- 
tingere de haereditate praedicta, eaadem Senana maaucepit 
pro praedicto Griffino et haeredibus ſuis quod ipſe et 
haeredes ſui, imperpetuum inde reddent domino regi et 
hacredibus ſuis trecentas marcas annuas. Scilicet ter- 
tiam partem in denarlis et tertiam partem in bobus 


et vaccis, et tertiam partem in equis per aeſtimati- 
onem legalium hominum liberandas vicecomiti Sa- 


lop, apud Salop, et per manum ipſius vicecomitis ad 
ſaccarium regis deferendas et ibidem liberandas ſci- 


licet unam medietatem ad feſtum Sancti Michaelis et 
aliam medictatem ad paſcham. Eadem etiam Senana 
manucepit pro praedicto Griffino viro ſuo et haeredibus 

ſais quod firmam pacem tenebunt cum praefato Da-. 


vid ſuper portione quae eidem David remanebit de 
haereditate praedicta; manucepit etiam Senana pro 
praefato Griffino et haeredibus ſuis, quod ſi aliquis 
Walenſis aliquo tempore regi vel haeredibus ſuis re- 
bellis extitęrit, praefatus Griffinus et haeredes ſui ad 
cuſtum ſuum proprium ipſum compellent ad ſatisfaci- 
endum domino regi et haeredibus ſuis. Et de his om- 
nibus ſupradictis obſervandis, difta Senana dabit domi- 
no regi David et Rothery filios ſuos obſides: Ita tamen 
quod ſi de praefato Griffino et Oweno filio ſuo qui cum 


co eſt in carcere humanitus contingat antequam inde 


deliberentur; alter praedictorum filiorum eidem Sena- 


nae reddetur reliquo obſide remanente: juravit inſuper 


Senana tactis ſacto- ſanctis evangeliis pro ſe et praefato 
Griffino et hacredibus ſuis quod haec omnia firmiter 
obſervabunt, Et manucepit quod praefatus Griffinus 


* n r K. N D 1 % 


idem jurabit cum à carcere liberatus fuerit, et ſuper 
praemiſſis ſe ſubmiſit nomine dicti Griffini juriſdictioni 


Herefordenſis et Conventrenſis epiſcoporum. Ita quod 
praefati epiſcopi, vel alter eorum quem dominus rex 
elegerit ad requiſitionem ipſius regis per ſententias ex- 


communicationis in perſonas et interdicti in terras eo- 
rum coherceant ad omnia praedicta et ſingula obſer- 


vanda. Haec omnia manucepit praedicta Senana et 
bona fide promiſit ſe facturam et curaturam quod om- 


nia impleantur, et quod praefatus Griffinus cum libe- 
ratus fuerit, et haeredes ſui hac omnia grata habebunt et 
complebunt et inſtrumentum ſuum inde dabunt domi- 
no regi in forma praedicta. Ad majorem̃ fiquidem hujus 
ret ſecuritatem factum eſt hoc ſcriptum inter ipſum 
dominum regem et praefatam Senanam nomine praefati 
Griffini viri ſui. Ita quod parti remanenti penes ipſum 


dominum regem appoſitum eſt ſigillum pracfati Grif- 


ini per manum praefatae Senanae uxoris ſuae una cum 
ſigillo ipſius Senanae; et parti remanenti penes ipſam 
Senanam nomine praefati Griffini appoſitum eſt ſigil- 
lum ipſius domini regis : de ſupradictis etiam omnibus 
complendis et firmiter obſervandis dedit praedicta Se- 
nana nomine pracfati Griffini domino regi plegios ſub- 
ſcriptos, viz. Radulphum de Mortuo Mari, Walterum 
de Clifford, Rogerum de Monte alto ſeneſcallum Ceſ- 


triae, Mailgun filium Mailgyn, Mereduc filium Ro- 


berti, Griffinum filium Maddoc de Baunfeld, Howel et 
Mereduc fratres ejus, Griffinum filium Wennwen, qui 
haec omnia pro praefata Senana manuceperunt et car- 


tas ſuas ipſi domino regi inde fecerunt. Actum apud 


Salop die Lunae proxima ante aſſumptionem beatae 


Mariae anno ipſius regis viceſimo quinto. 


— 22 8 . 4 : * 9 FEY FAR * F 
— —— 


Monte Alto ſeneſchallus Ceftriae ſalutem. Sciatis quod 
ego me conſtituti plegiuni Senanae uxoris Griffini fili 


Leolini quondam principis Norwalliae, et manu cepi 
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pro ea erga dominum meum Henricum regem An- 
gliae illuſtrem, quod omnia quae conventionavit eidem 

domino meo nomine praefati viri ſui a carcere in quo 
- David frater ejus eos detinet et pro portione quae jp- 
ſum Griffinum contingit de haereditate quae fuit prae- 
dicti Leolini patris ſuis et quam praefatus David fra. 
ter ejus ei deforciat, domino regi firmiter obſervabit. 
In cujus rei teſtimonium huic ſcripto ſigillum meum 
appoſui. Actum apud Salopeſbury die Lunae ante 
aſſumptionem Beatae Mariae, anno regni ipſius vice- 
ſimo quinto. CES N 
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Bub eadem forma fecerunt ſinguli plegii præſcripti 


Sͤclant praeſentes et futuri quod ego Mereducus fili- 
us Howel, tactis ſacro- ſanctis juravi quod ab iſto die 
in antea omnibus dicbus vitae meae ero ad fidelitatem 
domini regis Angliae, et ſerviam ei fideliter et devote 

cum omnibus viribus meis et toto poſſe meo quan- 
docunque indiguerit ſervitio meo, et treugam inter 

dominum Radulphum de Mortuo Mari et me ini- 
tam uſque ad feſtum S. Michaelis anno regni regis 
Henrici vigeſimo quinto ex parte mea fideliter obſer- 
vabo: et tam ad fidelitatem domino regi in perpetuum 
obſervandum quauu ad treugas praedictas obſervandas 
uſque ad terminum praedictum ſuppoſui me juriſdic- 
tioni domini Herefordenſis epiſcopi, et domini Coven- 
trenſis et Lichfieldenſis epiſcopi, vel alterius eorum, 
quem dominus rex ad hoc elegerit, ut fi in aliquo 
contra praedictam fidelitatem domini reg1s, vel contra 
obſervantiam praedictarum treugarum venerit, Jiceat 
eis vel eorum alteri quem dominus rex ad hoc elegerit 
perſonam meam et omnes meos excommunicare et 
terram meam interdicere, donec de tranſgreſſione ipſam 
ſatisfecero ad plenum. Et fi forſitan infra praedictum 
teſtum S. Michaeli inter praedictum Radulphum de 

Mortuo Mari et me nulla pax fuerit formata, ſicer poſt 

feſtum illud bellum moveant praedicto Radulpho, non 

obligabit me praedictum juramentum dum tamen erga 
dominum regem fidelitatem obſervam continuam, ſicut 
cs A praedictum 


A P P E N p 1 KX. 
praedictum eſt. Etſi bellum poſt praedictum termi- 


num inter nos moveatur, nihilominus dominus re- 


ſuſtinebit quod ego et mei receptemur in terra ſua ſi- 


cut alii fideles ſul. Ad praedicta autem obſervanda 
domino regi et haeredibus ſuis obligo me per jura- 


mentum praedictum, et per ſigilli mei appoſitionem 
quod huic ſcripto appoſui, ad majorem confirmat- 
onem praedictorum. Actum in craſtino aſſumptionis 


Beatae Mariae, anno regni regis Henrici vigefimo 


quinto. 


Sub eiſdem verbis fecerunt domino regi chartas ſuas, 
Owen filius Howell. Mailgon filius Mailgun. 
Mereduc filius Mereduc. Howel filtus Cadwach- 
21 et Cadw-achlan filius Howel. 


0 M N IB US Chriſt Adelibus ad quos penn 


literae pervenerunt, David, filius Leolini, ſalutem. 
Sciatis quod conceſſi domino meo Henrico regi An- 
gliae Hluſtri filio domino Joannis regis: quod delibe- 
rabo Griffinum fratrem meum quem teneo incarcera- 
tum una cum filio ſuo primogenito et aliis qui oc- 


caſione praedicti Griffini ſunt in parte mea incarcerati, 
et ipſos eidem domino meo regi tradam. Et poſtea 


ſtabo juri curiae ipſius domint regis tam ſuper eo, u- 


trum idem Griffinus debeat teneri captus quam ſuper 
portione terrae quae fuit praedicti Leolini patris mei, 
li qua ipſum Griffinum contingere debeat, ſecundam 
conſuetidinem Walenſium. 
inter me et praedictum Griffinum fratrem meum quod 
caveatur de ipſa tenenda ſecundum conſiderationem cu- 
riae ipfius domini regis, et quod tam ego quam prae- 


dictus Griffinus portiones noſtras que nos contingent 


de praedictis terris tenebimus in capite de praedicto do- 


mino rege. Et quod reddam Rogero de Monte Alto 
ſeneſchallo Ceſtriae terram ſuam de Monthaut cum 


: pertinentus : et fibi et aliis barombus et fidelibus domi- 


ni regis ſciſinas terrarum ſuarum occapatarum a tem- 


Ita quod pax ſervetur 
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od ln. 
pore belli orti inter ipſum dominum Johannem reg m et 
praedictum Leolinum patrem meum, ſalvo jure pro- 


prietatis cujuſlibet pacti et inſtrumenti ſuper quo ſta- 


bitur juri hinc inde in curia ipſius domini regis: et 
uod reddam ipſi domino regi omnes expenſas quas 
ipſe et ſui fecerunt occaſione exercitus iſtius, Et quod 


ſatisfaciam de damnis et injuriis illatis fibi et ſuis fe. 


cundum conſiderationem praedictae curiae vel male- 


factores ipſos, ipſi domino regi reddam omnia homa- 


gia quae dominus Johannes rex pater ejus habuit, 
et quae dominus rex de jure habere debet; et ſpe- 


cialiter omnium nobilium Wallenfium. Et quod idem 


dominus rex non dimittit aliquem de ſuis captivis 
quin ipſi domino regi et ſuis remaneant ſeiſinae ſuae. 


Et quod terra de Enguſmere cum pertinentiis ſuis in 


perpetuum remanebit domino regi, vel haeredibus ſuis, 
cet quod de cactero non receptabo vilagas vel foris 
banniatos ipſius domini regis, vel baronum ſuorum de 
marchia in terra mea, nec permittam receptart et de 
omnibus articulis ſupradictis, et ſingulis firmiter et in 


perpetuum obſervandis, domino regi, et hacredibus 


luis, pro me et haeredibus meis cavebo per obſides et 


1 et als modis quibus dominus rex dicere vo- 


uit vel dictate, Et in his et in omnibus aliis ſtabo vo- 
luntati, et mandatis ipſius domini regis et juri parebo 
omnibus in curia ſua. In cujus rei teſtimonium, 


praeſenti ſcripto ſigillum meum appendi. Actum apud 


Atrieum juxta fluvium Elvey de S. Aſapho in feſto 
decollationis S. Johanni Bapriſtae, anno praedicti domi- 
regis Henrici vigeſimo quinto. e 
Sciendum quod illi qui capti detinentur cum prae- 
dicto Grifino, eodem modo tradentur domino regi 


donec per curiam ſuam conſideratum fuerit, utrum et 


quomodo debeant deliberari. Er ad omnia firmiter | 
tenenda, ego David juravi ſuper crucem ſanctam 
quam 'coram me feci deportari. Venerabilis etiam 
pater Howelus epiſcopus de S, Aſaph ad petitionem 
meam firmiter promiſit in ordine ſuo, quod haec om- 
nia praedicta faciet, et procurabit modis quibus po- 
terit, obſervari. Ednevet ſiquidem Waugam per prae- 
ceptum meum, illud idem juravit ſuper gs | 50 
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dictam. Actum ut ſupra. Præterea conceſſi pro me 


et hæredibus meis quod fi ego, vel hæredes mei con- 


tra pacem domini regis, vel hæredium ſuorum, vel 
contra articulos prædictos, aliquid attentaverimus tota 


hæreditas noſtra domino regi, et hæredibus ſuis in- 
curratur. De quibus omnibus et ſingulis ſuppoſui me, 


et hæredes meos, juriſdictioni archiepiſcopi Cantuari- 


enſis, et epiſcoporum Londinenſis, Herefordenfis, et 


Coventrenſis, qui pro tempore præerunt, quod omnes, 
vel unus eorum quem dominus rex ad hoc elegerit, 
poſſit nos excommunicare, et terram noſtram inter- 
dicere, ft aliquid contra prædicta attentaverimus. Et 


procuravi quod epiſcopi de Bangor et de S. Aſaph 


chartas ſuas domino regi fecerunt per quas conceſſerunt, 
quod omnes ſententias tum excomunicationis quam 
interdicti à prædictis archiepiſcopo, epiſcopis, vel 
aliquo eorum, ferendas, ad mandatum eorum exe- 

quent: e | 


Rex omnibus, &c. 


D AVID filius Lewelini quondam principis 


Norwalliæ, Salutem. Noverint univerſitas veſtræ me 


ſpontanea voluntate mea pepegifſe domino meo 
Henrico Dei gratia Angliæ, quod ego et hæredes mei 


eidem domino regi, et hæredibus ſms omnibus diebus 
vitæ noſtræ conſtanter et fideliter ſerviemus, nee aliquo 
tempore contra eos erimus: quod ſi forte evencrit, 
quod a fideli ſervicio ſuo, vel hæredum fuerum, quod 
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abſit, receſſerimus, tota terra noſtra erga ipſum do-— 


minum regem et hæredes ſuos incurratur, et in uſus 


corum perpetuis cedat temporibus. Hanc autem pac- 


et ad majorem hujus rei declarationem venerabiles 


patres Bangorenſem, et de S. Aſaph epiſcopi, ad pe- 


titionem meam præſenti ſeripto ſigilla ſua appoſuerunt. 


Actum apud Rotheran tricefimo primo die Auguſti. 


tionem et conceſſionem ſigilli mei appoſitione roboravi, 
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dioceſis ſalutem et apoſtolicam benedictionem. 


cCorditer bonis viris mediantibus conpromiſſum. 


; eipi e fi vobis videritis expedire, 


| APPENDIX 


I: LUSTRI viro domino "IK Dei aratia re- 
gi Anglorum, &c. abbates Haberconwiæ, et de Ke- 
mere Giſtercienſs ordinis inquiſitores dati a domino 
Papa, ſalutem in domino. Mandatum domini Pape 
recipimus in hæc verba, Innocentius Epiſcopus, 4 
vus ſervorum Dei, dilectis filiis abbatibus de Haber- 
conwiæ, & de Kemere Ciſtercienſis ordinis Bangorum 
Ex 

arte dilecti fili noſtri nobilis viri David principis 
Noreen fuit propoſitum coram nobis, quod cum 
inter ipſum, quem parentes <jus in alumnum Roma- 


næ eccleſiæ donaverunt, et chariſſimum in Chriſto fili- 
um noſtrum regem Anglorum illuſtrem bellum longo 
tempore perduraſſet, tandem poſtquam fuit in venera- 


bilem fratrem noſtrum epiſcopum de S. Aſaph et col. 


legas ipſius de ſtando hinc inde eorum arbitrio ſuper 


omnibus querelis juramento a partibus præſtito con- 
Idem 
rex, non attendens quod pendente illorum arbitrio, 
ſibi ſuper hoc aliquid attentare non licebit in prædic- 


tum principem ex inſperato hoſtiliter iruit ad præſtan- 
dum, quod ſuper prædictis de quibus conpromiſſum 


fuerit & juratum, ac aliis ipſius regis, mandare per 
vim computit, ef metum A1 cadere eee in con- 


ſtantem. 


Cum igitur ea quæ vi 18 metu fiant, carere Aebeent 
robore firmitatis, diſcretioni veſtræ per apoſtolica ſerip- 


ta mandamus, quatenus inquiſita ſuper hoc diligentius 


veritate, ſi rem inveneritis ita eſſe, auctoritate "noſtra 
prædictum principem ab obſervatione ſic extorti jura- 
menti penitus abſolventes, ſententia, fi qua occaſione 


ejuſmodi i in ejus perſonam, vel terram ab aliquo forſan 
tota fuerit, juxta formam eccleſiæ ſine difficultate qua- 
libet, ficut juſtum fuerit relaxetis. 


: Datum Januz ſeptimo calendas Auguſti pontificatis 


Teſtes vero, &c. 


noſtri anno ſecundo. Hujus igitur autoritate muniti 
vobis mandamus quatenvs in vigilia S. Agnetis Vir- 


ginis, apud Keyrus in eccleſia Guſtefend coram vobis 


compareatis, ſuper contentis in autentico dicto Prin- 


Iſt 


* 


ll fant AR TI OU LI intimati Do- 
mino LROLIN O Principi WalLIx, et 
populo ejuſdem loci, ex parte Archi- 


e tupra dicti. re rd 
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P; RI MO, Wood propter ſalutem eorum pirite⸗ 


alem, et temporalem ad partes iſtas en, quas 


ſemper dileximus, ut plures eorum noverunt. 


þ 


Secundo, Quiz venimus contra domini regis volun- 
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tatem, cui etiam adventus noſter dicitur e 


diſplicere. 


Tertio, Quia rogamus eos et ſupplicamus eis pro 


ſanguine Jeſu Chriſti; quatenus venire velint ad uni- 


tatemj cum gente Anglorum, et ad pacem domini 
regis, quam eis incendimus quanto melius babe 


PR urare. 


Quarto, Volumus eos ſcire quod- in 185 parcibus | 


domini non poterimus remanere. 
Quinto, Volumus eos attendere quod al; receſſum 


noſtrum non invenient aliquem, qui ita velit ſua an- 


plecti negotia promovenda, qui vellemus, ſi placeret. 
Altimma vita noſtra temporali corporum Pare! ho- 


neſtam et ſtabilem perpetuo procuraſſe. 


Sexto, Quia ſi noſtras preces ſpreverint et labores; 


ſtatim intendimus eorum pertinaciam ſcribere ſummo 


pontifici et curiae Romanae, propter peccata mor- 
talia, quae ene occaſione diierales om- 
n he. | 
Septimo, Noverint quod niſi citius ad pacem vene- 


"rink aggravabitur eis bellum, quod non poterunt ſaſti- 
nere, quia creſcit regia potentia omni die, 


Octavo, Noverint quod regnum Angliae eſt ſab 
ſpeciali protectione ſedis apoſtolicae, et quod Romana 


| curia 1 inter regna caetera diligere conſuevit. 


N ono, 
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C 
Nono, Quod eadem curia nullo modo volet 
mittere ſtatum regni Angliae vacillare, quod ſibi * 
cialibus obſequiis eſt devotum. 
Decimo, Amariſſimè plangimus hoc quod dicitur 
Wallenſes crudeliores exiſtere Saracenis; quia cum 
Saraceni capiunt Chriſtianos, eos ſervant pecunia re- 


dumendos, quos Wallenſes captos dicuntur illico ju- 


gulare quaſi ſolo ſanguine delectentur; immo quod 
eſt deterius, quos promittunt redimi, tradunt accepta 


pecunia jugulandos. 


Undecimo, Quod cum conſueverit deum et perſo- 
nas eccleſiaſticas revereri, a devotione hominum vi— 


dentur multipliciter receſſiſſe, qui in tempore ſanctiſ- 
ſimo in redemptoris injuriam moverunt ſeditionem. 


homicidia et incendia Perpetrantes, in 1 8 eos nullus | 
poterit excuſare. 

Duodecimo, Petimus ut tanquam veri Chriſtian ad 
cor redeant pœnitentes, quia cœptam diſcordiam non 
poſſent continuare etiam ſi juraſſent. 

LTertiodecimo, Petimus ut nobis ſignificent e 
modis velint et valeant turbationem pacis regiae, lae- 


ſionem reipublicae, te mala alia emendare. 


Quartodecimo, Ut ſignificent nobis qualiter valeat 


ipſa concordia ſtabiliri, fruſtra enim pan firmari vide. 


bitur quae tam aſſidue violatur. 


Quintodecimo, Ut ſi dicant leges ſuas vel federt 


ex pacto inito non ſervari, nobis ſignificent one 
ſunt illa. 


Sextodecimo, Noverint quod etiam poſito quod 


eis derogatum fuiſſet, quod neſcimus, nullo modo li- 


cebit eis ; quaſi eſſent judices in cauſa ſua taliter ma- 


jeſtatem regiam impugnare. 


Septimodecimo, Quod niſi modo pax fiat proce 


tur contra eos forſitan ex decreto militiae, ſacerdoti, et 
F convocati. 


Reveren - 
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Wi Everendiſſimo patri in Chriſto Gomind J. de aratia 
cantuarienſi archiepiſcopo totius Angliæ primati, ſuus 
humilis et devotus filius Leolinus princeps Walliæ, 
dominus Snaudon, ſalutem et filialem dilectionem cum 
omnimoda reverentia, fu jectione et honore, ſanctæ 

paternitati veſtræ pro labore vobis quaſi intolerabile 
quem aſſumpfiſtis ad præſens Pro dilectione quam erga 


nos et noſtram nationem geritis, omni qua poſſumus 
devotione regratiantes vobis aſſurgimus; et co amplius | 


quod contra domini regis voluntatem veniſtis prout 


nobis intimaſtis. Cæterum quod nos rogaſtis ut ad 


paeem domini regis veniamus, ſcire debet veſtra 
ſanctitas quod ad hoc prompti ſumus, dummodo idem 
dominus rex pacem debitam et veram nobis et noſtris 


velit obſervare. Ad hoc licer gauderemus de mora 
veſtra facienda in Wallia, tamen per nos non eritis 


impediti Quin pax fiat, quantum in nobis eſt, quam 
optamus per veſtram induftriam magis quam alicujus 
alterius roborari, Et ſperamus nec per Dei gratiam 


erit opportunum propter noſtram pertinaciam aliquid 


ſcribere domino Pape, Nec veſtras paternas preces 
ac graves labores ſpetnemus, fed eas amplectimur 


omni cordis aftectu ut tenemur. Nec erit opus quod 


dominus rex aggravet contra nos manum, cum prompti 


ſumus ſibi obedire juribus noſtris ct legibus nodi 3 ut 


præmit ttatur reſervatis. 


Et licet regnum Angliæ ſit Curiz Rüster l 
liter ſubjectum et dilecti um, tamen cum dominus Papa, 
necnon et Curia Romana audiverint quanta nobis 


per Anglicos mala ſunt illata, videlicet quod pax prius 


formata non fuit nobis ſervata nec pacta; deinde 
devaſtationes, combuſtiones, et eccleſiaſticarum per- 


ſonarum interfectiones, ſacerdotum videlicet et in- 


cluſorum, et aliarum religioſarum perſonarum paſſim 
mulierum et infantium ſuggentium ubera et in utero 


portantium, combuſtiones etiam hoſpitalium ct aliarum 
domorum religioſarum, homicidiorum in cœaiiteriis, 
eccleſiis, et ſaper altaria, et aliorum ſacrilegiorum ct 


fagiciorum auditu etiam horribilium, auditu Papino- 
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rum ſicut 3 in alis rowulis conſcripta vobis 
tranſmittimus inſpicienda. 

Speramus imprimis, quod veſtra pia et ſancta pa- 
ternitas clementer nobis compatietur, nec non et cu- 
ria ſuper dicta, nec per nos regnum Angliæ vacillabit, 
dum, ut promiſſum eſt, pax debita nobis fiat et ſer. 
vetur. Qui vero ſanguinis effuſione delectantur ma. 
nifeſtum eſt factis. Nam Anglici hactenus nulli ſexui 
vel ætati ſeu languori pepercerunt, nulla eccleſiæ 


vel loco ſacro detulerunt, qualia vel conſimilia Wal. 


lenſes non facerunt. Super eo autem quod unus re- 
demptus fuit interfectus, multum dolemus, nec oc- 


ciſorem manu tenemus, ſed in ſylvis uti latro vagatur. 


De co vero quod inceperunt guerram aliqui in tem- 
Pore indebito, illud ignoravimus uſque poſt factum, 


et tamen ipſi aſſerunt quod niſi eo tempore hoc fe- 
ciſſent mortes et captiones eis imminebunt, nec au- 


debunt in domibus reſidere, nec niſi armati incedere, 
et ſic pre, timore tali tempore id fecerunt. De eis 


verd que fecimus contra dominum, ut veri chriſtiani 


per Dei gratiam pœnitebimus, nec erit ex parte noſtra 
quod bellum continuetur, dum ſumus indemnes ut 


debemus. Ne tamen exhæredemur et paſſim occide- 
mur, oportet nos defendere ut valemus. Cum vero 


injuria er damna hinc inde conſiderentur et ponderentur 


parati ſumus emendare pro viribus que ex parte 


noſtra ſunt commiſſa, dum de prædictis injuriis et 
damnis nobis factis et aliis emenda nobis fat, Et ad 
pacem firmandam et ſtabiliendam nine ſumus 


pPrompti debitis modis. 


Quando tamen regales chartæ et pacta | inita nobis 
non ſervatur, ſicut nec hucuſque ſunt obſervata, non 


poteſt pax flabiliri, nec quando nove exactiones et 


mauditæ contra nos et noſtros omni die adveniunt. 
Vobis autem tranſmittimus in rotulis damna nobis 
illata et fœdera non ſervata ſecundum formam pacis 


prius factam. Quod verò guerravimus quaſi neceſſi- 
tas nos cogebat; nam nos et omnes Wallenſes eramus 


adeo oppreſſ et ſuppeditati et ſpoliati et in ſervitutem 


redacti per regales Juſticianos et Ballivos contra 


formam Pacis et omnem juſticiam amplius quam fi 
Saracen! 


RF END 1- Xs 
Saraceni eſſemus vel Judæi, ſicut credimus et ſæpe 
denunciavimus domino regi, nec aliquam emendam 
habere potuimus. Sed ſemper mittebantur juſticiarii 
et ballivi ferociores et crudeliores, et quando illi erant 
faturati per ſuas injuſtas exactiones, alii de novo mit- 
tebantur and populum excoriandum in tantum quod 
populus mallebat mori quam vivere. Nec oportet mi- 
litiam ampliorem convocare, vel contra nos moveri 
ſacerdotium dum nobis fiat pax et ſervetur modis de- 
bitis ut ſuperius eſt expreſſum. Nec debitis ſancte pater 


omnibus verbis credere noſtrorum adverſariorum; ſicut 


enim nos factis oppreſſerunt et opprimunt, ita et vobis 

diffamant, nobis imponentes que volunt. 1 
pſi enim vobis ſunt præſentes et nos abſentes, ipſi 
opprimentes et nos oppreſſi. Et ideò propter Deum 
fidem eis in omnibus non exhibeatis, ſed facta potius 
examinetis. Valeat ſanctitas veſtre ad regimen eccleſiæ 
per tempor Nga. 


Primus Acne eſt talis, cum in forma pacis ſic 
contineatur ut ſequitur. Si vero idem Leolinus jus 
vendicaverit in aliquibus terris quas alii præter dic- 
tum dominum regem occupaverint extra quatuor 


cantredos prædictos, pleniariam fibi juſtitiam exhibe- 


bit præfatus dominus rex ſecundum leges et conſue- 
tudines partium illarum in quibus terre illæ conſiſtunt: 
qui articulus non fuit obſervatus ſuper terris Arwyſt- 
ey et inter Dyvy et ductus fluviorum, pro eo quod 


cum dominus Leolinus dictas terras vendicaſſet co. 


ram domino rege apud Ruthlan, et rex ſibi con- 


ceſſiſſet cauſam examinare ſecundum leges et conſue- 


tudines Walliæ ac advocati pretium fuiſſent intro- 
ducti coram rege ut judicarent de dictis terris ſecun- 


dum leges Wallicanas; parte rea comparente et re- 


0 ſpondente adeo quod eo die deberet finaliter termi- 
nari ex prefixione domini regis qui apud Glover- 
niam exiſtens diem prædictum partibus aſſignavit, li- 
cet ſæpius in diverſis locis coram juſticiariis fuiſſet 


dicta cauſa examinata, et terræ ipſæ eſſent in pura 
Wallia. Nec unquam judicata fuit ſuper eis niſi ſe- 


cundum leges Wallicanas; nec Gonunus rex poſſet 
LA ve 
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vel deberet prorogare niſi ſecundum leges Wallie : 
diem tamen ipſum motu proprio prorogavit et contra 
leges antedictas, et ad ultimo fuit vocatus ad loca va. 
ria ad quæ non debuit evocari, nec juſtitiam obtinere 
potuit, niſi ſecundum leges Angliæ contra illud quod 
in dicto articulo continetur, - Et idem factum fuit 
coram juſticiariis apud Montgomery, cum partes eſ- 
fent in judicio conſtitutæ et firmatæ, et dies datus ad 
ſententiam audiendam, diem prorogaverunt leges me- 
moratas. Demum apud Londinum poſt multos labo- 


res et expenſas varias rex ipſe juſtitiam ſibi denegavit, 


niſi vellet ſecundum leges Anglir ſubire judicium in 


cauſa memorata. 


Secundus articulus non bee ett oft talis. Et omnes 


tranſgreſſiones injuriæ et excelſus hinc inde factæ pœ- 


nitus remittuntur uſque in diem hodiernum. Ifte ar- 
ticulus non fuit obſervatus quia dominus Regnialdus 
de Grey ſtatim cum fuit factus juſticiarius, mov it va- 
rias quzſtiones et innumerabiles contra homines de 
Tegengl, er nos ſuper tranſgreſſis quæ factæ fuerunt 


in tempore domint Hearici regis, et dicti domini 
Leolini gum dominum in e 0 obcinebat un- 


+ * 


; domibus ſais tlerdariere. 


Tertius articulus, Ubi dictus Rys Vachan 2 


Noefi filii Maelgon cum terra quam nunc tenet et cum 


poſt pacem initam fuit ſpoliatus de terra de Gene- 


verglyn, quam tunc tenebat cum hominibus et Averis 
eorundem. 


Quartus 1 Item concedit dominus 1 rex - quod 


omnes terras tenentes in quatuor Cantredis, et in aliis, 
terris quas dominus rex retinet in manu ſua, teneant 
cas adeo libere et pleniarie ſicut ante guerram tenere 


conſueverint, et eiſdem libertatibus et conſuetudinibus 
gaudeant quibus prius gaudere ſolebant, et cum con- 
ira iſtum articulum dictus Reginaldus conſuetudines 
varias de novo introduxit, et hoc contra Pacis formam 


5 fupradictam. 


Item quintus articukns, 8 et contentio- 


nes motæ vel movendae inter principem et quoſcun- 
que terminabantur ct decidentur ſecundum leges 


Marchiae 


Ar BEN; o. . X, 


Marchiæ de his quæ emergunt in Marchia, et fecun- 
dum leges Walliz de rebus contentioſis que in Wal- 


lia orientur. Contra iſtum articulum venit dominus 
N mittendo juſticiarios uſque ad Montgomery, qui 


ibidem judicare præſumpſerunt homines dicti Leolini, 


vindictum ponendo juper illos contra leges Walliæ, 
cum hoc vel aliud ſimile nunquam factum fuiſſet 


ibidem temporibus retroactis, quoſdam incarcerando, 


alios in exilium mittendo, cum ipſe idem princeps 
paratus eſſet de ciſdem hominibus ſuis exhibere 


juſtitie complementum omnibus quzrelantibus de 


eiſdem. 


Item ſextus articulus. 1 cum ſit contentum 


in dicta pacis forma, quod Griffinus Vachan homa- 
gium faceret domino regi, de terra, de Tal, et prin- 


cipi de terra de Edeyrnahu juſticiarii din intro- 
duxerunt, in totam terram prædictam de Edeyrnahu 


cujus cognitio cauſa ad principem pertinebat ſimpli- 
citer, et non ad illos Juſticiarios; et tamen pro bono 


pacis princeps hoc tolerabat cum ipſe princeps paratus 
eſſet eidem dominæ ſuper hoc juſtitiam exhibere. 


Septimus ariiculus, ubi dicitur et licet idem prin- 
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ceps ſe noſtre ut dictum eft ſuppoſuerit voluntati, 


nos tamen concedimus et volumus quod voluntas no- 
ſtra . . . . . ultra dictos articulos ſe in aliquo non 


extendant. Contra iſtum articulum exigebatur au- 


rum ad opus reginæ in qualibet ſolutione facta regi 


cum . . . . Aurum nunquam fuit exactum Wallen- 
ſibus, nec in tempore domini Henrici, vel alicujus 


alterius regis Angliæ; quod aurum exſolvit pro bono 


pacis, cum tamen nihil de hoc tactum fuit in forma 
pacis vel excogitatum: et nunc inſuper exigitur à 


principe aurum ad opus reginæ ſenioris matris vide- 
licet domini Edvardi nunc regis Angliæ, pro pace 


facta in tempore domini Henrici nunc regis Ang- 


liz, cum nihil de hoc tunc fuerat dictum vel quo- 


quomodo excogitatum, videlicet duo millia Marca- 


rum et dimidium, et niſi difte Marce ſolverentur, 


minabatur dicta regina quod bona ejuſdem Leolini 
occuparet quæ invenire poterat in domino regis, et 
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homines ſuos capere vel venundare quouſque dicam 


ſummam haberet ad plenum. Item cum invitiſſer 
dominus rex dictum principem adfectum Wiggor— 
nienſem verbis blandiſſimis promittendo ei quod daret 


tunc conſanguineam ſuam ſibi in uxorem, et multis di- 


taret honoribus; nihilominus cum illuc veniſſet in die 
deſponſationis, ante miſſam petiit dominus rex unam 
literam conſignari a princepe continentem inter c@- | 
tera, quod idem princeps nullum omnino. honorem in 
terra ſua teneret contra regis voluntatem, vel manu 


teneret ex quo poſſit contingere quod omnes fideles 
Principis ab eo commoverentur. Quam quidem lite- 
ram ſibi ſigillatam tradidit, computans per metum qui 


cadere potter i in conſtantem virum, cum tamen in for- 
ma pacis, ut præmiſſum eſt, contineatur quod nihil 
ab eo deberet exigi, ultra quod in dicta forma conti- 
netur. : 
Item, cum ſecundum eandem pacis formam confue- 
rudines eideni principi confirmentur quibus uſus fue. 


rat ab antiquo; ac idem princeps et anteceſſores ſui, 


ex conſuetudine diutina et obtenta bona de naufra- 
gis in terris ſuis provenientia conſueverant recipere, 


et in ſuos uſus convertere ad libitum: Juſticiarius 
Ceſtrenſis namium recepit ſuper principem pro bonis 
quæ recepit de naufragiis ante guerram contra dictam 


pacis formam per quam hinc inde erant remiſſa, et 


contra conſuetudines ante dictas. Dato etiam quod 
hoc eſſet foris factum namium recepit tale, videlicet 
quindecem libratas mellis et plures equos ac homines 


ſuos incarceravit, et hoc ex propriis bonis principis 


antedicti. Preterea, accipit ſcaphas de Banweys quæ 


venerant apud Liverpol cum mercandiis per niercato- 
res, et eas numquam deliberavit donec P pro 
eis accepit quantum volebat. 

Item, cum quidam homines de Geneurglyn quædam 


bona abſtuliſſent ab aliis vicinis ſuis de Geneurglyn, 


dum eſſent in domino principis de Merpyreton homi- 


nes regis de Lllanbadarn prœdam fecerunt, et acce- 
perunt "de terra principis de Merpyreton, et cum ha- 
mines ſui veniſſent illuc ad quærendum quare dictam 


prædam receperant, unum de eis interfecerunt, et 
e alios 
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alios vulneraverunt, & quoſdam incarceraverunt. Et 
cum in dicta pacis forma contineatur quod in marchia 


deberent emendari quæ in Marchia committebantur, 
tamen dicti homines regis homines prineipis audire no- 
juerunt alibi quam in caſtro de Llanbadarn, & hoc 
contra pacis formam antedictam, ſuper quo hactenus 


nullam juſtitiam habere potuerunt. In iſtis articulis 


injuriatus; dominus rex principi & ſuis, & etiam in mul- 
tis alis: et licet princeps tam per ſe quam per ſuos 
petiviſſet ſæpius a domino rege quod pacis formam ſus 


pradictam erga ſe & ſuos faceret obſervari, in nullo ta- 
men extitit obſervata ſed omni die de novo Juſticiarii 


& ballivi domini regis in partibus illis injurias injuriis, 


& varia gravimina cumulaverunt: propter quod mi- 
rum non debet videri alicui ſi princeps præfatus aſ- 
ſenſum præſtitit illis qui guerrare cœperunt, cum in 
his fides quam in animam domini regis ſibi dominus 
Robertus Tibetot juraverat in nullo ſervabatur, & 
maxima & principaliter cum princeps fuiſſer præmu- 
nitus a perſonis fide dignis quod princeps foret a rege 
capiendus in ſuo primo acceſſu apud Ruthlan, & 


4 


etiam fuiſſet captus ſi rex luc acceſſiſſet poſt Natale 
ſicut propoſuerat. 


Nec gravamina & alia ana nnvumerabilis, ſancte 


pater, conſiderantes, nobis affectu paterno compacia- 
| mini, et pro ſalute anime domini regis, et noſtræ, et 
etiam multorum altorum, ad pacem bonam utriuſque 


populi laboretis fructuole, 


Cum dominus David: primo ene ad dominum 


Edwardum tune comitem Ceſtriæ, ac homagium ſibi 


feciſſet, idem dominus Edwardus eidem Davidi duas 


cantredas, videlicet de dyffryn-Clwyd et Cywonant 


cum omnibus ſuis pertinentiis dedit plenarie, et literas 
ſuas patentes ſuper hoc fieri fecit, tandem etiam dona- 
tionem eidem invocavit, poſtquam creatus eſt in re- 
gem, et etiam illum Davidem in Poſſeſſionem Wlarum 

cantredarum induxit corporale. 
Demum domina Gwenlhian de Lacy mortua, tres 


villas quas in dictis cantredis tenuit quoad vitam quæ 
ad d ipſum Davidem ſpectabant ratione donationis ſu- 
| B b pradictæ 
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pradictæ dominus rex fibi abſtulit minus juſte contra 
tenorem chartæ ſuæ. 

Item, Cum dictus David ex donations FIG regis 
prædicti villas de Hope et Eſton obtineret in Wallia, 
de quibus nulli reſpondere tenebatur niſi ſecundum le- 
ges Wallicanas ; tandem juſticiarius Ceſtrienſis fecit 
ipſum ad inſtantiam cujuſdam Anglici Willh. de Va- 
nabel nomine ad comitatum Ceſtrienſem ſuper dictis 
vilulis ad judicium evocari. Et licet dictus dominus 


David pltiviſſet multoties quod injurioſe contra eun- 


dem non procederetur in dicto comitatu, pro eo quod 


| tbidem reſpondere nullatenus tenebatur ſuper villis 


prædictis que ſitæ erant in Wallia, ſed potius tracta. 


retur, hoc ſibi plene denegavit. 
Item, Idem juſticiarius Deſtrienſis! in gravamen Kai 
domini Davidis nemus ſuum de Lleweni et Sylvas 


ſuas de Hope fecit ſuccidi tam per villanos de Ruth- 
lan, quani per alios, cum idem juſticiarius in terris 


prædicti domini Davidis nullam omnino haberet juriſ- 
dictionem, et non contenti quod meremium ibidem 


quærerent ad ædificia exigenda tam apud Rodelanum 
quam alibi in patria, ſed nemus deſtruendo meremium 


_ tbidem ſectum ad vendendum 1 1n Hiberniam tranſtu- 


lerunt. 

Item, Cum idem dominus David quoſdam Fortani- 
cos de terra domini fegis qui in nemoribus latitabant 
cepiſſet, ac ſuſpendio tradidiſſet, idem tamen juſticia- 
rius ipſum Davidem penes regem accuſabat, ac ſi ipſe 
dictos malefactores defenderet et manuteneret, quod 
veriſimile non erat cum ipſe David dictos latrones 
ſuſpendi facerct et occidi. 

Item, Cum eſſet cautum in forma pacis quod Wal- 


| lenſes deberent in cauſis ſuis tractari ſecundum leges 
Wallicanas, iſtud tamen circa dictum Davidem et 


ſuos homines in nullo extitit obſervatum. | 
De premiſſis vero gravaminibus et aliis petiit idem 


5 David aliquam emendationem vel ſecundum leges Wal- 
liæ, vel conſuetudines, vel etiam ex gratia ſpeciali; 


et hoc etiam petiit a domino rege, quorum neutrum 
potuit aliquatenus obrinere : et cum hoc præmunitus 
uit a quibuſdam a curia : domint regis, quod in primo 

regreſſu 


nod 
regreſſu domini Reginaldi de Gray de curia idem Das 
vid effet capiendus ut filii ſui capiendi pro obſediby 
eſſet, inſuper ſpoliandus caſtro ſuo de Hope, et etiam 
ſylva ſua ibidem ſuccidenda. Ideo cum idem David 
multum laboraſſet pro domino rege prædicto in diver- 


ſis guerris tam in Anglia quam in Wallia, et expoſuiſſet 
ſe et ſuos varus periculis et injuriis, ac amiſiſſet nobi- 


liores de ſuis et fortiores, ac multos nimis, nihilominus 
de dictis graviminibus et aliis nullam omnino juſtitiam, 
emendationem, ſeu gratiam potuit obtinere. Propter 
quæ gravamina et pericula, timens mortem propriam 


aut filiorum ſuorum, vel incarcerationem perpetuam, 
vel ſaltem diutinam, quaſi coactus et invitus incepit 


prout potuit ſe et ſuos defenſare. 


Hæc eft forma quam dominus rex Anglia promiſit 
| hominibus de Ros, antequam ipſi fecerunt ſibi ho- 
magium, & illam formam eis promiſit inviolabi- 
liter obſervare, videlicet, | 


Quad ipſe dominus rex concederet unicuique eorum 
jus ſuum, et juriſdictionem ſuam, et etiam dominium, 
bonæ memoriæ domini Henrici quondam regis An- 


gliæ, ſecundum quod prædicti homines de Ros refe- 
rent ipſos haberent temporibus prædicti Henrici. 
Item, Promſiit prædictus dominus rex ſupradictis 


hominibus quod non darentur nec ad firmam poneren- 
tur; quibus articulis conceſſis præfatis homiaibus ho— 


magium fecerunt domino regi, et ipſe eis promiſit 
ore proprio dictos articulos obſervare. Hoc non ob- 


ſtante quidam cementarii redeuntes ad villam de Ruth- : 
lan, de loco ubi ipſi operabantur, obviaverunt cuidam 


nobili tranſeunti cum uxore ſua per viam regiam ſuper 
pace domini regis, qui cementarii per vim propoſue- 


runt auferre a prædicto nobili ſuam uxorem, et quia 


ipſe nobilis defendit ſuam uxorem ne ab ipſo auferetur, 
prædicti cementarii prædictum nobilem interfecerunt. 


Ille autem cui plus opponebatur dictum homicidium 


perpetraſſe, cum quibuſdam ſociis ſuis capti fuerunt: 
et cum parentela prædicti interfecti petierit juſtitiam a 
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domino juſticiario Ceſtrienſi de morte conſanguini 
eorum, illi de parentela ipſius interfecti fuerunt incar- 
cerati, et interfectores fuerunt a carcere liberati. 
Item, Quidam homo interfecit quendam nobilem 
qui videlicet filium Goronu de Heylyn nutriverat, et 
interfector captus fuit: et cum quidam de parentela 


; predict interfecti peterent juſtitiam de eorum conſan- 
guineo a domino juſticiario Ceſtrienſi, quidam eorum 


capti fuerunt, et interfector fuit in caſtello domini 


regis liberatus, et adhuc clt ibi, denegata Juſtitia pre- 


dictæ parentelz. 
Item, Quidam nobiles vindicaverunt 3 jus in quibuſ. 


dam terris, et de mobilibus ſuis obtulerunt domino 


regi magnam ſummam pecuniæ pro juſtitia habenda 


per rationem et veredictum proborum et legalium ho- 


minum de patria; quæ quidem terræ adjudicatæ fue- 


runt, prædictis vendicantibus totam terram prædictam 


cum omnibus ædificiis biadis, et aliis bonis in ipſis 
contentis. Dominus Reginaldus de Grey; et fic amiſe- 


runt primo pecuniam quam pro terra n et 
5 poſtea terram. 


Item, Juriſdictionis noſtræ eſt quod nullus extraneus 


extirparet ſylvas noſtras, niſi prius habita licentia no- 
ſtra; hoc non obſtante, proclamatum fuit apud Rodo- 
lanum quod liceret unicuique Anglicano extirpare ſyl- 


vas noſtras ſine noſtra licentia ad libitum eorum vo- 


luntatis, et quod nobis fuit prohibitum dictas ſylvas 
noſtras extirpare. 


Item, Terras quas probi homines a domino Davide 
filio Leolini bonæ memoriæ habuerunt per donationem 
prædicti Davidis abſtulit prædictus juſticiarius a præ- 


dictis probis hominibus. 


Item, Quando aliquis ad villam de Ruthlan veniret 


cum mercandiis ſuis, fi refutaret illud quod Anglicus 


eidem, offerret pro ſuis mercandus, ſtatim duceretur 


ille Wallenſis ad caſtrum, et emptor ibidem haberet 


rem quam larginaverat, et dominus rex haberet pre- 
tium dictæ rei, tunc caſtellam dictum Wallenſem ſpo- 


liatum et atrociter verberatum deliberabant, pacatis 


prius portario caſtri quatuor denariis. Si vero aliquis 


Walle enſis emeret- aliquam rem 1n villa de Ruthlan, 


N Anglicus 
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Anglicus qualiſcunque ſuperyeniret, et rem venditam 


dicto Wallenſi auferet ab ipſo pro minori pretio quam 
dictus Wallenſis ſolverat pro eadem. 

Item, Contra promiſſionem -domini regis. prædictis 
hominibus de Ros, ipſe dedit territoriam ville de Ma- 
enam in Penmayn et Lhysfaen. 


Item, Taurus cujuſdam probi hominis deprehenſus 


| fuit in pratis domini regis apud Ros, et captus, et do- 


minus ejus vocatis fuit ad placitum uſque Rodolanum, 
et fuit condemnatus in quinque libris occaſione dicti 
tauri; bis adivit Londinium pro juſtitia petenda, et 
nullam fuit aſſecutus, et in illis duabus vicibus expen- 
didit prædictus homo tres libras. 


Item, Quidam nobiles de cantreda de Ros emerunt 


officia pro certa ſumma pecuniz ; pacata pecunia, me- 


ritis ſuis non exigentibus, dominus juſticiarĩus Ceſtren- 
ſis abſtulit ab eis eorum officia. 


Item, Quidam ruſticus Goronow ab Heylyn condem- 


natus fuit in 17 1. bonæ et legalis monetæ juris, ordine 
non ſervato. 


Item, Goronow filius Heylyn accipit ad Eran ter- 
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ritorium de Pennmaen et Lhysfaen a magiſtro God- 


frido M. pro certa pecuniæ ſumma, uſque ad finem 


quatuor annorum, quo facto dominus Robertus de C. 


cum equis et armis, et cum viginti quatuor equitibus 


venit ad inequitandum prædictum Goronow, occaſione 


dictæ terræ, ita quod ſic non fuit ſecurus tranſitus nec 
uſque Rodolanum, nec uſque ad juſticiarios niſi cum 
forti Warniſtura de ſua parentela et etiam de luis 
amicis. 

Item. In reformationem pacis ultro factæ et firmate 
inter dominum regem, et ſuos ex una parte, et domi- 


num principem et : ſuos ex altera expreſſe continebatur; 


quod omnes injuriæ et tranſgreſſiones factæ ex utra- 


que parte penitus remitterentur; hoc non obſtante, op- 
poſitum fuit contra quoſdam nobiles quoddam fore fac- 


tum tempore guerræ, et ſtatim capti fuerunt, nec po- 


tuerunt a carcere liberari antequam ipſi pacarent ſede- 
cem marcas. 


Item, Cum cauſæ debent tractari et terminari ſecun- 


dum legem et conſuetudinem terræ noſtræ compellun- 
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tur homines cantredæ noſtræ ad jurandum in cauſis 
prædickis contra ſuam conſcientiam, nec aliter jurare 
Patiuntur. 

Præ nos couftavithit trecentas marcas eundo ad do- 
minum regem pro juſtitia petenda in prædictis articy- 
lis, ibidem morando, et ad propria redeundo; et cum 
nos credebamus habere plenam juſtitiam de ſingulis ar- 
ticulis prædictis, dominus rex tranſmiſit ad partes no- 
ſtras dominum Reginaldum de Grey, cui dictus domi- 


nus rex totam terram ad firmam conceſſit, ad tractan. 


dos homines prædictæ cantredæ prout ſux placeret 
voluntati; qui compulſit nos jurare per manum ſuam 


cum deberemus jurare per manum domini regis, et ubi 
crux domini regis levari deberet, quod crux prædicti 


Reginald levaretur, in ſignum quod ipſe erat verus 


dominus. Dictus vero Reginaldus in ſuo avdentu ad 


partes Walliæ vendidit quibuſdam ſervientibus domini 
regis officia ſua, quae praedicti ſervientes prius eme- 
rant a dom. rege pro 23 Marcis, et illa officia non debe. 


rent vendi niſi "cum dominium dominorum mutaretur, 


Item, Dominus rex dedit Maredudo filio Madoc 


magiſterium ſatellitum pro ſuo ſervitio, dominus Re- 


ginaldus de Grey abſtulit ab eo ſuum officium, nec a 


domino rege aſſequi potuit aliquam juſtitiam. 


Item, Unus de conſilio prædicti Reginaldi nobis 


dixit ore tenus, ſcilicet Cynwricus Fychan, quod in 


adventu prædicti Reginald ad partes Walliæ, viginti 
quatuor homines de probioribus hominibus cujuſſibet 
cantredæ caperet ad incarcerandos ipſos perpetuo vel 
decapitandos: propter iſta gravimina, et alia quæ dic- 
tus Reginaldus nobis fecit, et etiam propter minas 


quas ipte nobis intulit, videlicet quod ſi mitteremus 


aliquos nuncios ad curiam domini regis pro juſtitia pe- 


tenda decapitarentur. Multa alia damna nobis allata, 


et injuriæ factæ; et quando mittebamus ad curiam 


domini regis, nuntii non permittebantur nec auſi fue- 


runt intrare, ſed expendebant multa inutiliter; ob iſta 
gravamina æſtimabamus nos eſſe liberos a Juramento 


| tacto domino regis coram deo. 


Item, Bledyn Seis et Anjanus filius Genaf de Ros 


e arenen fecerunt ber ibus David fili 


Lewelin! 


RED 

Lewelini, & Henrici regis, de homicidiis factis tunc 
ſatisfactionem et emendam ſatisfacere monſtraverunt; 
et modo de novo Reginaldus de Grey vellet et coge- 
tet illam emendam renovare, donec oportuit ipſos ter- 
ram proprias relinquere. 

Item, Cenſus et obventiones quos ſolvimuis de veteri 
moneta per medietatem unius anni ante adventum no- 
væ monetæ, cogerunt nos reddere eis novas monetas 


Pro veteri et hoc ſub eodam numero. 


Na funt gravamina per e regem & ſuos ju- 


fticiarios illata Rheſo parvo de Yyſirad Tywy. 
Primum eſt, Poſtquam dictus Rhys dedit et FR 


fir domino reg! caſtrum ſuum apud Dynefowr poſt ul- 
timam pacis formam : qui dictus Rheſus tunc tempo. 
ris erat in tentilio domini Payn de Gadtry, eodem tem- 


ore interfecti fuerunt ſex nobiles viri domini Rhys, de 
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quibus ſatisfactionem nec juſtitiam Ne ar habuit 


quod fuit eis damnum et gravamen. 


Item, Johannes Giffard calumniavit cum Rheſum 
ſuper hæreditatem propriam apud Hirwryn, 


uicquid 


Rheſus inquiſivit a domino rege legem patriæ ſuæ, aut 


legem comitatus Caermardden, in quo comitatu ante- 
ceſſores dicti Rhys ſolebant habere leges, quando fie- 
rent in unitatem Anglicorum, et {ub eorum dominis; 
quod idem Rhys nullas leges habuit, et ſuam terram 
prædictam totaliter amiſit; vellent ipſum inſtringere in 
comitatu Herefordienſi, ubi namquam anteceſſores cjus 


reſponderunt. 
Præterea in terris præfati Rheſi talia gravamina fue- 


runt per Anglicos facta, maxime pertinent ad eccleſiaſ- 
ticos, videlicet in eccleſia Sancti Davidis quæ vocatur 
Llangadawe fecerunt ſtabula, et meretrices collocave- 


runt, et omnia bona quæ in ea contincbantur omnino 


aſportaverunt atque totos domos combuſſerunt; et in 
eadem eccleſia juxta aram percuſſerunt capellanum 
cum gladio ad caput Jus et eum reliquerunt ſemi- 


vivum. 
Item, in eadem patria ecclefiam Dyngad et eccleſia n 


5 Llantredaf ſpoliaverunt et combuſſerunt; cæteraſque 


ece le. 
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eccleſias ex partibus illis omnino ſpoliaverunt calcibus 
et libris, ac omnibus alis ornamentis et rebus. 
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e be Ali Rhys, & Howell Harri 
elus per dominum regem illata ſunt hæc. 


Poſtquam in formam pacis inter dominum Henri 
cum tunc temporis regem Angliz et dominumprin- 
cipem apud Rhydchwnna, tunc c præfatus rex conceſſit, 

et per cartas ſuas confirmavit præfato principi homa- 

So long as. gium prædictorum nobibium eas. Prædicti nobiles 

1 fideles et conſtantes cum præfato principe, 
juxta eorum donationem et cartarum ſuarum confir. 
mationem: Edwardus nunc rex Angliæ prædictos 
nobiles dehæreditavit, denegando eiſdem omnes leges 
et conſuetudines Walli; ita quod non habuerunt ter- 
ras ſuas nec per lege, nec per gratiam. 


Tha ſunt. gravimina, damna, ſeu moleſtia per An- 
glicos illata filits Maredudi, filis Owent. 


Primum eſt quamquam dominus rex conceſſit pre- 
dictis nobilibus ſuas proprias hereditates poſt pacis 
formam, videlicet Geneur'glyn et Creudhyn; præfatus 
vero rex, contra ſuam donationem et pacis formam, 
terris ſupradictis antedictos nobiles dehæreditavit, de- 

negando eidem omnes leges et conſuetudines Walli, 
et Angliæ, atque comitatus Caermardhy n. 
Secundum eſt, Quod præfatus rex in ſuo comitatu 
de Cardigan, per ſuos juſticiarios antedictos nobiles 
compellit, ut ipſi traderent judicium ſuper ignobiles 
ac ſubditos patriæ, et quod tales homines e comiſſo 
judicium ſuper ipſos opponerent, ubi numquam ante- 
ceſſores eorum ab Anglicis talia ſuſtinuerunt. 
Tertium eſt, Quod juſticiarii domini regis curiam 
eorum nobilium abſtulerunt, compellendo homines 
ſuos proprios coram eis ſatisfacere quia de jure coram 
Praedictis nobilibus deberent ſatisfacere. 
Quartum eſt, Quod quoddam naufragium in terris 
antedictorum nobilium fuit, qui quidem nobiles 
boua naufragii receperunt, ſicut anteceſſores eorum 
fecerunt, et hoc non fuit eis prohibitum per aliquos 
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ex parte regis: antedictus vero rex contra eorum con- 


ſuetudinem et legem, occaſione illius Naufragii eoſdem 
dammavit in octoginta Marcis ſterlingorum; atque 
bona quæ in Nautragio continebantur omnino 5 Ton 
verunt. wut 


Quintum eſt, quod ee 1 in comitatu 


Uffegd de Cardigan auſus eſſet venire inter Anglicos 
propter timorem carceris et niſi fuiſſet propter peri- 


eulum Nobilibus PER nihil contra honoram domini 
regis moverent. 2122 i itz 

Cf Significant vero quod omnes s Chriſtiani habent leges 
et conſuetudines in eorum Proptils' terris; Judæi vero 


inter Anglicos habent leges, 1pfi vero in terris ſus, et 


eorum anteceſſores habuerunt leges immutabiles et con- 


ſuetüdines, donec Anglia poſt ultimam . ab eis 


leges ſuas abſtulerunt. 


F de reer omnium ci um virorum 
de Mradatuy eiſdem latis ac factis per Rogerum 


de Clyfford, & Ragerum Croſeil vicem domini 
| Rogers de Clyford gerentem contra Privilkgium, 
Juſtitiam, et conſuetudinem prædictorum virorum 


de Y, Nratuy, at dicunt et probant, 


377 


Primus iculus elt quod cum dicti Roger coge- 


runt dictos homines de Yſtradatuy reddere ſibi pro con- 


ſuetudinibus ſuis viginti Marcas ſterlingorum, et poſt 
ſolutionem dictæ pecuniæ cito fregerunt in hunc mo- 


dum, quod poſuerunt ſuper 17 viros judicantes ſe- 


cundum j jus Angliæ; quod nunquam fuit conſuetudo 


nec privilegium dictæ patriæ. 


Item. Madecus filius Bledyn condemnatus fuit in 


quatuor Marcio injuſtè. a 
Item. Lewelinus Rufus condemnatus fuir in quin- 


que Marcis et 17 averiis contra privilegium et conſue- 
tudinem patriæ. 


Item. Quad ipſi Rogeri fecerunt foreſtam ſuper 


terram propriam virorum patriæ: et propter pedem 


unius cervi inventum id orè canis alicujus, tres homi- _ 


nes fuerunt ſpoliati omnino. 


Item. 
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Item. Michael ab Yguſtyl condemnatus fuit in 


decem ſolidis pro facto patris ſui, quadraginta annig 


elapſis. 

Item. Cogerunt parentes Ennii à Strabonis ad red 
dendum ſuum relevagum in vita ſua, 

Item. Quod ipſi poſuerunt ſuper nos omnes ſatelli 


tos de Anglicis, quod nunquam fuit noſtra dimidietas. 


Item. Pati fuimus domino Mauritio de Crumy, 
et vinditi fuimus domino Rogero de ene quod 
nunqnam fuit ſuper parentes noſtros. 

Item. Roberti de Monte alto petiit, 3 domino 


rege tertiam partem terræ de Monte alto in Ward, et 
dijudicata fuit coram domino rege quod numquam dic. 


ta terra fuit in Ward data. 


Hi as articuli gqueſtionum ati 46 bominibus 4 
e injuſte per conflabularium Albi Mona- | 


lerii 1 8 CIVEE, 


Primo. Cymeric filius Madoci fuit ſpoliatus ab eis 


tempore pacis octo libris, et quatuor bobus, et blado 


laboris unius aratri, per duos annos et valore trium 
librarum a tribus hominibns ejuſdem; affirmat etiam 
quod ſolvit 16 libras per octo in valore, et majorem 
habuit injuriam imponendo manus in ipſum quam 
totum quod amiſit, quia tunc erat conſtabularius do- 
mini principis apud Penllyn : non fuit alia cauſa dictæ 
ſpoliationis niſi quia dicebatur invenire 24 garbas de 
decimis in domo cujuſdam hominis dicti Cynwrici. 
Item. Adam Preco condemnatus fuit in ſeptem ſo- 


lidis & octo denariis, et equa valoris unius libre, im- 
ponendo manus in ipſum et liberando latronem dictæ 


equæ, quia ipſe venerat ibidem cum dicto latrone capto. 
Item. Endevot ab Gruffydh condemnatus fuit in 
27 8. nec fuit cauſa niſi quia vendidit equam unam ad 
unum miliare citra villam, ſicut ſolebant à tempore 
quo non extat memoria, quando venicbant ad nun- 
dinas. = 
Item. Adaf Ddu condemnatus fuit in 30 8. eo 
quod duo boves quos propoſuerat vendere in foro Albi 
Monaſterii 

3 
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Monafterii exibant villam ipſo conveniente, et. captus 
fuit et detentus uſque ad ſolutionem 30 8. nec ipſi bo- 


ves exierant niſi da Plateo qua ſtabant uſque ad aliam 


Plateam. 
Item. Biryt f filius Gwyn, condemnatus fuit in quin- 
que ſolidis, et in carcerem ductus; eo quod percuſ- 


fit unum bovem indomitum ipſum calcantem in 


foro. 
Item. rich ab Gorgonon Sanne foit 


7s. eo quod evaſerat quondam de carcere eorum 


tempore guerræ, et in tempore pacis inventus fuit in 


dicta villa, et hoc contra formam pacis initæ inter do- 


minum regem, et dominum principem. 
Item. Duo famuli Kenwric ap Gruffydh condem- 


nati fuerunt in duabus Marcis, eo quod dicebant ipſos 
non ſolviſſe toletum poſtquam ſolverant. : 
Item. Caducanus Niger famulus conſtabularii de 


Penlyhyn captus fuit et condemnatus in 6s. et 4 d. co 
quod nolebat recipere veterem monetam pro nova. 


Item. Gruffydh ap Goronow tercinarius domini A Servant. 


Principis ſpoliatus fuit uno bove valoris 11s. et 8 d. 


et poltquam arraveret conſtabularius cum dito bove 
per ſeptem menſes, ſolvit dictus Gruffynus _ dicto : 


bove, 40 d. 
Item. Howel ap David ſpoliatus fuit per ſatel- 


lites albi Monaſterii duobus ſolidis extra villam, eo 


quod 3 prius munera ut ſolent ſatellites pe- 


tere. 

Item. David ab Gronow ab Eynion wolictus fuit 
30s. eo quod quidam cives albi monaſtery dixit, quod 
quidam de Penlhyn, qui mortuus fuerat, denegabatur 


ei in quibuſdam rebus, 


Item. Duo famuli X bongam capti fuerunt et con- 


demnati in duabus libris, eo quod poſuerunt manum 
in quendam latronem qui ſpoliabat eos in villa per noc- 
tem, et liberaverunt latronem, 


Item. Eneyon filius Ichael captus et verberatus fat: 
et ſpoliatus duobus bobus valoris, 248. et 6d. nulla 


alia de cauſa, niſi quod boves ipſo connivente moverunt 
ſe de plates ad iliam plattam, 


Irem, : 


I nne 

Item. Adaf ap Ychael condemnatus fuit in duabus 
libris pro una libra, et ipſe poſuerat in juramento cu- 
juſdam civis de albo monaſterio quod non tenebatur 
niſi in una libra pro principe, nec voluit 1 TEM et deo 


poliatus fuit una libra 9 


Item. Guyan Maeſtran ſpoliatus fuit 5 8. eo ed 
dicebat quod quidam Mercator de Ardydwy teneba- 


tur eis in quibuſdam rebus, cum 1ple nec erat de dicta 


Balliva: item condemnatus fuit in 8 d. quia dicebant 
ipſum vendere quaſdam oves extra en! cum r non 
vendiderat. 9" 
Item. Famulus 1 ab wy n ſpoliatus sfuit 85 
tem ovibus, et 5s. et ſuo pallio, eo quod dicebant ipſum 
eſſe de domino Griffydh ab Gwyn cum ipſe non erat. 
Item. Iorwerch ab Meylir captus fuit et condem- 


natus in 13 8. cum pallio, eo quod denegavit' dare 


munus ſatellitibus quod petebant, ph inxcrunt eum 
in villa pernoctare. 
Item. Cives albi monaſterii rapuerunt a | Madoco 
Rufo filio Ychael unum bovem valoris, 118. et 6d. 
Iſta omnia facta fuerunt per Henricum Gamber 
dicti loci conſtabularium, cum alis innumerabilibus 
articulis. 


Item. Ybicre captus fuit in negotio N prin- 


cipis, et condemnatus: in 58. abſque aliqua cauſa. 


Hee funt gravaniina Goronow fil Heylyn, VIZ. 


Quod quidem Villanus dictus Coronon vocatus 


fuit ad curiam domini regis occaſione indebitæ 
cauſe. Tunc dictus Goronow venit ad ſuum villa- 


num defendendum, et petiit pro ipſo veritatem à do- 


mino juſticiario, aut legem qua utuntur homines ſuæ 


patriæ; omnibus autem his eidem denegatis, dictus 


villanus condemnatus fuit in 27 libris, et tribus 


obolis : tunc dictus Goronow adivit Londonium pro 


juſtitia habenda, et expendit quinque Marcas et qua- 


tuor Solidos, et promiſis fuit ſibi juſtria, et nullam 
fuit alſecutus. 
Item. Quidam nobilis "Fa interfectus, videlicet, 
qui 1 nutriverat filium dicti Goronow, et ille inter- 
fector 
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fector captus fuit et deportatus fuit apud caſtrum de 
Ruthlan: tunc dictus Goronow et quidem de parentela 
interfecti petierunt juſtitiam de interfectore: tunc de- 
negata eis juſtititia, quidam fuerunt incarcerati, et ille 
interfector fuit in Caſtello liberatus. Tunc dictus Go- 
ronow interum adivit Londonium propter ſupradicta 
gravamina ad joſtitiam petendam, et expendit, 20 
Marcas, 38. 4d. Et dominus rex promiſit eidem 
plenariam juftititiam, et nullam fuit adeptus cum per- 
venit ad patriam ſuam. 5 
Item. Tertio ex defectu juste oportuit dictum 
Goronow adire Londonium occaſionibus ſupradictis 
pro juſtitia petenda, et expendit illa vice 18 Marcas, 
6. 8d. bonæ et legalis Monetæ; et tunc ſimpliciter 
promiſit dominus rex eidem juſtitiam perhibere ; et 
quando credebat habere juſtitiam, runc venit Regi- 
naldus de Grey, et dixit aperte quod ipſe deberit trac- 
tare totam patriam per chartas domini regis, et abſtulit 

totam Ballivan a dicto Goronow ; quam fibi dominus 
rex conceſſit, et vendidit illam Ballivam ad voluntatem 
ſuam, et tunc petiit dictus Goronow juſtitiam a domino 
Reginaldo de gravaminibus ſupradictis, et nullam fuit 
adeptus. 

Item. Dictus Goronow recepit terram, . 
Penmaen et Llysfaen ad firmam de Godfrido Merlyn, 
uſque ad finem quatuor annorum pro certa pecuniæ 

ſumma. Tunc Robertus de Cruquer venit cum equis 
ſuis et armis ad quærendum dictam terram per vim, 
et quia dictus Goronow non permitteret auferre dic- 
tam terram ab eodem uſque terminum præſignatum, 
tunc vocatus fuit ad curiam dictus Goronow illa 
occaſione; tunc venit Reginaldus de Grey, cum 
viginti quatuor equitibus armatis ad proponendum 
capere dictum Goronow, vel ad eundem decapi- 
tandum; et quia viderunt quod non poſſent implere 
ſuum propoſitum illo die, vocaverunt dictum Go- 
ronow craſtino die apud Ruthlan, et tunc dictus Go- 
ronow habuit conſilium ita quod non deberent adire 
dictam curiam: iterum dictus Goronow vocatus fuit 
ad placitum apud Caerwys, et non auſus fuit adire dic- 
tum placitum niſi per conductum domini epiſcopi 
e 
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Aſaphenſis, quia dictus Reginaldus et ſui complures 
ibidem erant armati. "Had. 

Item. Propter iſta gravamina de quibus nullam 
habuit juſtitiam niſi laborare et expendere duas libr. 
quatuor Marcas, et 9d; et quia non auſus fuit in pro- 
pria perſona adire curiam, miſit quendam nuncium 
deportantem duas literas, unam ad dominum r 
et aliam ad fratrem Lewelinum, ad ſignandum do- 
mino regi quod amitteret totam patriam, et dictum 


| Goronow quia non obſervavit illud quod eiſdem pro- 


approbavit. 


miſit; et quia nullam poſſent homines de Ros et Ar- 
glifeld aſſequi juſtitiam, et quia noluit corrigere five 


emendare iſta gravamina propter hoc amiſit totam 


patriam. 


| Supplicant ſanctitati veſtræ, domine archipieſcope 


Cantuarienſis totius Angliz primas, nobiles viri de 


Tegengyl, et vobis demonſtrant quod cum prædicti 


nobiles fecerunt homagium domino Edwardo regi 
Angliæ, ipſe rex eiſdem promiſit quod eoſdem im- 


munes obſervaret et indemnes, tam in bonis, liberta- 


tibus, juribus, juriſdictionibus, privilegiis quibus uſi 


fuerunt tempore Henrici regis per ſuum obtentum 
privilegium; ex quibus privilegiis fuerunt poſtmodo 


ſpoliati. e e 4 
Ülmprimis. Juribus et conſuetudinibus partie fue- 


runt ſpoliati, viz. prædictus Edwardus compellendo 


quod ipſi procederent in cauſis ſecundum legem An- 


glicanam, cum ſecundum tenorem privilegii ſui ſe- 


cundum legem Wallicanam procedere debuiſſent, viz. 


apud Tref Edwyn, et apud Ruthlan, et apud Caer- 
wys; et optimati de patria fuerunt manu capti quia 
ipſi provocabant quod ipſi procederent in cauſa apud 


Tref Edwyn ſecundum legem et conſuetudinem Wal- 
licanam ſecundum tenorem privilegii. 


Secundo. Quia unus juſticiarius duceret in cauſis 


peragendis, alius ſuus prædeceſſor in irritum revocaret, 


viz. in cauſa Davidis Reginaldus de Grey recitavit 
proceſſum quem ſuus anteceſſor ratum habuit, et etiam 


Teo 
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Tertio. Quod ſi unus nobilis de patria fuiſſet prop- 
ter calumniam ſibi impoſitam captus, quod non re- 
mitterent eundem pro cautione fideviſſoria evadere, quod Surety. 
facere debuiſſent. 

Quarto. Quad tres unius nobilis deducti ad caſtrum 
fuerunt de Flynt, propter parvam accuſationem, una 
cum averiis ſuis, nec potuerunt de caſtro devenire, nec 
dilationem obtinere donec unuſquiſque dedit unum 
bovem conſtabulario de Flynt, et donec ſolverunt tres 
libras Kynwrico Seis pro dilatione habenda. 

Quinto. Reginaldus de Grey terras virorum de Mer- 
ton dedit et conceſſit abbati de Baſingwerk ordinis Ci- 
ſterciend. contra legem Wallicanam, et patræ conſue- 
tudim; et contra formam pacis initæ inter dominum 
Lewelinum principem et dominum regem, viz. 16 can- 
tatas terræ. 

Sexto. Mirantur nobiles et optimati patriæ pro eo 
quod dominus rex fecit ædificare caſtrum ſuper terram 
et poſſeſſionem magnatum, et mandavit dominus rex | 
juſticiario ſuo quod ipſe ſolveret eque bonam ter- ; 
ram illis ſpohatis et adhuc aliquam terram, nec ſu | 
terre æſtimationem ſunt conſecuti in Flynt. 

Septimo. Reginaldus de Grey non permitteret poſ- 
ſeſſores ſylvarum uti ſylvis ſuis, donecab eiſdem pretium 
et premium fuiſſet conſecutus, et aliis ruſticis gratis 
permitteret ſylvam prædictorum abſcidere, cum non 
debuiſſent ſecundum Pa conſuetudinem et n 
Wallicanam. 

Octavo. Cum homines de Cyrchynan fecerunt pac- 
tum cum domino rege, quod cum ipſi concederent di- 

midietatem cujuſdam prati, ad hoc quod dominus rex 
non permitteret ſylvam prædictorum abſcidere Howelo 

filio Gruffydd præſente, et poſtmodum Reginaldus 
de Grey prædictum pratum infirmavit, viz. conce- 
dendo aliis quod abſciderent ſylyvam prædictorum, et 
eoſdem dimidietate prati ſui ſpoliando. A 

Nono. Filius Kynwrici ab Goronow fuit captus 
apud Ruthlan culpa ſua minime præcedente, niſi vel- 
let pignus ſuum acquictare a quoddam muliere, et con- Reden the 
ſtabularius de Ruchlan fecit eundem detradi in car- 5 


cerem * 
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cerem injurioſe, nec potuit exinde deliberari donec 


prædictus fuit condemnatus ultra ſuorum bonorum 


hypotheca. 


Decimo. Cum eee * Ruthian erat in convivio 
apud villam Four Hutmus de Limayl quendam virum 


nobilem crudeliter vulneravit in præſentia ballivi ſu- 


pradicti; cujus vulneris occaſione prædictus Hutmus 


fuit in octo libris condemnatus; et quum ille cui in- 
juria fuiſſet facta petere voluiſſet prædictas libras, eun- 


dem fecit detrudi in carcerem una. 
Undecimo, Nuntii Reginaldi de Grey propoſuerunt | 


facere illud quod erat abfurdum et diſſonum juris ſe. 


cundum canonicas ſanctiones; videlicet petere ab eiſ. 


dem quod ipſi ararent Reginaldo de Grey, et quod 


ipſi ſeminarent illam araturam; et illi fuerunt nuntii, 
viz. Kynwricus Seis et Hutmus de Limayl, quod 
prædictus vero Kynwricus in præſentia omnium de 


patria juravit, niſi omnes de patria ararent quod ipfi 


infra tempus pceniterent, et ipſi multum timuerunt 


metu qui potuit cadere in conſtantem virum. 


Duodecimo. Quod præcones de Tegeyngl emerunt 
officium præconiæ pro 30 marcis a domino rege, et 
poſtmodum Reginaldus de Grey prædictos præcones 
tam pecunia quam præconia ſpoliavit contra legem et 
conſuetudinem Anglicanam. 

Tertiodecimo. Septem nobiles Fabris Finterfe&i 


minus juſte ab Anglicis, et adhuc parentes prædic- 


torum aliquam ſatisfactionem non habuerunt, cum illi 
malefactores fuerunt capti; et poſtmodum prædictos 
malefactores remiſerunt Prædicti conſtabularii iur. 


p nitos. | 


Quartodecimo. Conftabolaiun unus de Ruthlan de- 


U duos Satellites domini regis in carcere, pro eo 


quod ipſi tenuerunt aliquem Anglicum qui grave 
delictum commiſit hominem alium vulnerando, 

Iſti omnes articuli in præmiſſis nominati, fuerunt 
perpetrati contra prædictorum virorum libertatem, 
juriſdictionem, et privilegium et contre legem et con- 
ſuetudinem Wallicanam; videlicet, quod non erant 


an eorum . domino regi per ſuos nuncios 
denun- 


AFN Bi Net Di 3 Hy 
denuntiare, proꝑter metum Reginaldi et timorem, qui 
metus potuit cadere in conſt antem virum: quia præ- 


dictus Reginaldus ſua voce Dilvada fuit proteſtatus; Openly. 


quod ſin inveniret nuntios prædictorum quod eoſden: 
decapitaret prout nobis ex parte unius ex conſilio ſuo 
fuit certive iniimatum. In tantum quod lingua non 
poteſt proferre, nec penna ſeribere in quantum præ- 
dicti homines de Tegeyngl fuerunt aggravati, | 
Conqueritur vobis, domine archiepiſcope Cantuari- 


enſis totius Angliæ primas, Lewelinus filius Griffini filii 


Madoci de conſtabulario de cruce Oſwaldi regis, et 
de hominibus ejuſdem villae, qui praedictum Leweli- 
num tertia parte cujuſdam villae quae vocatur Ledrot, 
et curia patris ſui, ſine obſervatione juris Fe ſuac 


vel conſuetudine inequiter ſpoliarunt. 


Praeterea. Praedictus conſtabularius et ſui com- 
plures eundem Lewelinum communi paſtura, qua 


praedictus Lewelinus uſus fuit temporibus retroactis, 
ordine juris patriae minime obſervaro, ſpoliarunt, et in 


70 libris occaſione praedictae paſturae condemnaverint. 


Cæterum dominu rex Angliae conceſſit quaſdam literas 


cuidam Baſtardo, ſcilicet Griſſino Fychan ab Cynlha- 
eth, ad litigandum contra eundem Lewelinum pro toto 


dominio ſuo obtinendo, quarum literarum occaſione 
idem Lewelinus expendit ccl, ſterlingorum legalis 
uſualiſæ monetæ. 


Iterum. Prædictus conſtabularius compulſit præ- 
dictum Lewelinum ad mittendum duos ſuos nobiles 


ad eos ſytpendendos ad prædictum conſtabularium 


quicquid viri nobiles ſuſpendi minime debuiſſent, 


quam ſuſpenſionem nollent parentes prædictorum ho- 


minum ſuſtinuiſſe pro ccc libris ſterlingorum. Poſt- 


midum prædictus conſtabularius incacerravit bis 60 


homines prædicti Lewelini nulla præmiſſa ratione, niſi 


quod quidam. gareo emiſit quandam vocem, nec po- 


tuerunt evadere ſuum carcerem donec quilibet eorum 


ſolvit decem ſolidos pro ſua deliberatione. 


Item. Quando homines prædicti Lewelini v veni- 
rent ad forum ad ſuos boves vendendos, prædictus 
conſtabularius fageret boves deduci ad caſtrum, nec 
poſtmodum boves e nec pretium ſolveret 
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venditori : præſertim idem conflabularius 4 et ſui ce 
runt jumenta prædicti Lewelini' ad terram ſuam ptö⸗ 
priam, et de eiſdem jumentis fecerunt fuam voluntatem. 

Præterea. Juſticiarii domini regis compulſerunt 
predictum Lewelinum ad tradendum quandam vil. 
lam filiis Eneoni filii Griffini; qui quidem prædictam 
villam, nec a ſe, nec a prædeceſſoribus fuerunt con- 
ſecuti, ordine juris patriæ ſuæ in hac * minime 
obſervato. 

Idem. Prædictus conſtabularius abſtulit equum 
ballivi prædicti Lewelini fine aliqua ratione, nec ſibi 
aliquid debebatur; nec adhuc prædictus ballivus ſa- 
tisfactionem aliquam eſt conſecutus. : 

Cæterum. Quando prædictus Lewelinus volebat 
adire villam quæ vocatur Caerlleon cum literis do- 
mini regis ad comperiendum ibidem in die ſibi aſſig- 
nata; filii Griffini filii Gwenynny et armigeri do- 
mini Rogeri Starainge ex conſilio Rogeri eundem Le- 

velinum et ſuos incarcerarunt in ſui i injuriam et ſuo- 
rum non modicam læſionem; N injuriam et Iz- 
ſionem nollet prædictus Lewellnus et ſui ſuſtinuiſſe 
pro ccc marcis ſterlingorum; nec ab eiſdem Pporvit 
evadere donec invenit pro ſe ſufficientem cautionem 
His et aliis receptis in ſcriptis acceffit, archiepiſco- 
pus ad dominum regem; ſupplicans ei humiliter ut 
gravamina fuppradicta dignerur : avertere, et ea COrrec- 
tione debita terminare : et b faltem pro tanto habere ex- 
ceſſus Wallenſium excuſatos: qui reſpondit Wallenſes 
injuriis ſibi illatis eſſe excuſabiles, quia omni tempore 
poratus extiterat omni facere juſtitiam conquerenti: 
quo audito, archiepiſcopus regi iterum ſupplicavit ut 
permitteret Wallenſes pto ſuis gravaminibus expo- 
nendis et remediis afferendiis ap ipſuni habere acceſſum 
liberum et regreſſum: qui reſpondit quod libere per- 
mitteret eos ad fe accedere fed et redira; ſi ſecundum 

Jjuſtitiam regreſſus eorum meritis reſponderet. Qui- 

bus auditis acceſſit archiepiſcopus ad principem Wal- 

liz in Snawdoniam ut tam ipſum quam Davidem fra- 

trem ſuum et cæteros Walenſes ad aliquam humil- 
tatis regulam ipſorum animos inchnaret ;' per quan 

poſſet qui ipſorum nuntiĩus regiam clementiam ad 
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autem tractatus reſpondit princeps: quod paratus erat 
voluntati regiæ ſa ſupponere duobus præſuppoſitis, 
falva ſcilicet conſcientia ſua. qua populo ſuo aſſiſtere 
tenebatur; ſalva etiam condeſcentia ſtatus ſui. Quæ 
cum archiepiſcopus retuliſſet domino regi, reſpondit 
dominus rex quod nullum alium de pace volebat 
cum principe ac ſubditis ſuis habere tractatuym, niſi 


quod ipſi ſupponerent ſe in omnibus regiæ voluntari : 


et cum conſtaret archiepiſcopo Wallenſes nullo modo 


= velle ſe regiæ voluntati ſupponere, niſi præcite in for- 


ma eis tolerabili et accepta, tractatum habuit ex per- 
miſſioni domini regis cum magnatibus tune præſen- 
tibus, qui omnes conſenſerunt in articulos infra ſcrip- 


tos, quos per fratrem Joannem Wallenſem inſcriptos 
principi et ſuis archiepiſcopus deſtinavit. 


Primo. Quod dominus rex de quatuor cantredis et 


cerris ab eo datis, magnatibus ſuis nullum vult ha- 
bere tractatum, nec etiam de inſula Angleſey. 


Idem. De tenentibus eorum cantredorum f1 ad 


ſuam pacem venerint, proponit facere prout condecet 
regiam majeſtatem, credimus tamen quod aget cum 


eis miſericorditer ſi ad pacem venerint, et ad hoc 
proponimus una cum cæteris amicis efficaciter labo- 
rare, ſperantes efficaciter exaudiri. 

Item. De facto domini Lewelini nullum potuimus 


aliud habere reſponſum niſi quod fimpliciter et abſo- 


lute conformet ad domini regis voluntatem, ut cre- 
dimus firmiter quod dominus rex cum eo aget miſe- 
recorditer, et ad hoc intendimus cum totis viribus la- 
borare cum cæteris amicis exaudiendis ut confidimus 7, 
cum effettu. 


Primo. Quod proceres hanc formam oratiz regiz 


conceperunt; ut videlicet domino Lewelino ſe regiae 


gratiae ſubmittente, provideatur ei per regem hono- 


rifice in mille libratis ſterlingorum de aliquo honori- 


fico comitatu, in aliquo loco Angliae ; ita tamen quod . 


praedictus Lewelinus ponat dominum regem in Sey- 


ſina Snaudonum abſolute, perpetue et quiete. Et ipſe 
rex filiae principis ſecundum condiceſtiam ſui proprii 


ſanguinis providebit, et ad hoc ſperant ſe poſſe regis 


| anumum inclinare. 
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Item. Si contingat Lewelinum ducere uxorem et 
habere de ea puellam maſculam, intendunt i py 


proceres a domino rege, ut proles illa ſuccedat 
petuo hæreditario Lewelini in terra maſculorum fl 


berorum videlicet comitatu. 


Item. De populo principi immediate ſubjecto tam 
in Snaudon quam alibi providebitur ſecundum deum 


prout complete ſaluti ejuſdem populi et honori; et ad 
hoc eſt regia clementia ſatis prons, populo defiderans 


conſolabiliter providere. 

Primo. Quad fi ad honorem Dei et ſuum juxta 
crucis aſſumptae debitum velit in terrae ſanctae ſub- 
ſidium proficiſci, providebitur ei honorifice ſecun- 
dum condeſcentiam ſtatus ſui, ita tamen quod non 
redeat niſi per regiam clementiam vocatus : rogahi- 


mus etiam dominum regem, et ſperamus efficaciter 


exaudiri, ut provideat ꝑroli ſuae, 
His omnibus motu noſtro ſubjungimus Wallenſi 


bus omnia pericula imminere longe gravius quam eis 
diximus oraculo vivae vocis: ſcribimus dure valde ſed 


longe durius eſt obrui vi et armis, et in fine totaliter 


extirpari, quoniam omni die ane nobis imminen- 
tia aggravantur. 


Item. Longe difficilius eſt omni tempore in guer- 
ra eſſe in anguſtia cordis et corporis vivere, et ſem- 


per in infidus malignari, et cum hoc vivere et moti - 
in -peccato mortali continuq et rancore, —__ 


Item. De quo doleremus valde fi ad pacem mi- 
nime veniatis, indubitanter timemus contra vos de- 
bere ſententiam eccleſiaſticam intolerabiliter aggra- 


| varl pro exceſſibus veſtris; de quibus non poteritis 
vos aliquatenus excuſare in quibus invenietis miſeri- 


cordiam, fi ad pacem veniatis et de his nobis reſpon 


deatur in rige. 
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Reverentifſimo in Cbriſid patri ac domino J. Dei 
gratia Arcbiepiſcopo Cantuarienſi ac totius An- 
gliæ primati ſuus in Ghriſto devotus filius 
Lewelinus princeps W alliæ, dominus Snaudon, 
ſalutem cum defiderits bene volentiæ filialis ac re. 
verentiis multimodis et honoribus, 
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ANCTE pater, tagt voſmet conſuluiſtis, ad gra- 
tiam regiam parati ſumus venire ſub forma tamen 
nobis ſecura et honeſta: ſed quia forma contenta in 
articulis nobis miſſis minime ſecura eſt et honeſta prout 
nobis et conſilio noſtro videtur; et de qua multum 
admirantur omnes audientes, eo quod plus tendit ad 
deſtructionem et ruinam populi noſtri at noſtram, Tun 
ad noſtram honeſtatem et ſecuritatem, nullo modo 
mittit conſilium noſtrum nos in ea conſentire fi N 
ali quoque nobiles et populus nobis ſubjectus nullo 
modo conſentirent in eandem ob indubitatam deſtruc- 
tionem et diſſipationem quæ inde eis poſſent evenire. 
Tamen ſupplicamus veſtræ ſanctæ parternitati qua: 
tenus ad reformationem pacis debitæ, honeſtæ, et ſe- 
cutæ, ob quam tot labores aſſumpſiſtis, proinde labo- 
retis, collationem habentes ad articulos quos vobis 
mittimus in ſcriptis: honorabilius enim eſt et rationi 
magis conſonum ut de domino rege teneamus terras in 
quibus jus habemus, quam nos exhæredare et eas tradere 
alienis. Datum apud e n. | 


8 Quod licet dominus rex de quatuor Can- 
tredis et aliis terris ab eo datis magnatibus ſuis, ca 
de Inſula Angleſey nullum voluerit habere tractatum, "i 
tamen conſilium principis non permittit, ſi contingat 1 
aliquam pacem fieri, quin tractetur de premiſſis; eo 
quod iſti Cantredi ſunt de puro principis tenemento, 
in quibus merum jus habuerunt principes et præde- 
ceſſores ſui à temporibus Cambri filii Bruti, tum quia 
ſunt de principatu, cujus confirmationem princeps 
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APPEND 1 Xx. 


rope. gbtinet pro bonæ memoriæ Octobonum ſedis Apoſtolic 


legatum in Anglia, conſenſu domini regis et ſui pa- 
tris ad hoc intervenienti, ſicut pater Chartas eorum 


inſpicienti, tum quia etiam equius eſt quod veri hære- 


des teneant dictos Cantredos de domino rege pro pe- 
cunia et ſervitiis conſuetis, quam eos dari extraneis et 


Advenis, qui et ſi fuerunt regere aliquam tamen per 


vim et potentiam. Dy 
Dicunt etiam comiter omnes tenentes de omnibus 


Cantredis Walliæ quod non ſunt auſi venire ad volun- 


tatem regis ut de eis diſponat ſecundum regiam ma- 

jeſtatem. 1 _ 
Primo. Quod dominus rex nec pacta, nec jura- 
menta, nec Chartas ſervavit ab initio verſus dominum 


ſuum principem et ipſos. 


Secundo. Quia regales in eccleſias et eccleſiaſticas 


perſonas inivit crudeliſſimam tyrannidem. 


| Tertio. Quod non tenentur ad prædicta, cum ſint 


homines principis qui etiam paratus eſt de dictis tene- 


mentis domino regi obedire per ſervitia conſueta. Ad 


id quod dicit quod princeps veniet ſimpliciter et abſolute 


ad voluntatem domini regis: reſpondetur quod cum 


nulli de dictis Cantredis auſi ſint venire ad talem vo- 
luntatem propter cauſas prædictas, nec comitas eorum 


permittat principem venire ad dictam voluntatem modo 


prædicto. a nn 2 
Item. Quod proceres regni procurent ut domino 


principi provideatur in mille libratis in aliquo loco 


Angliæ; dicatur quod illam proviſionem non debet 


acceptare cum ſit procurata per dictos proceres, qui 


nituntur ad exhæreditationem principis, ut habeant 


- terras ſuas in Wallia. Item idem princeps non tene- 


tur dimittere hæreditatem ſuam et progenitorum ſuo- 
rum in Wallia à tempore Bruti, et etiam ſibi confir- 


matam per Romanæ ſedis legatum, ut dictum eſt; 


et terram in Anglia acceptare, unde linguam, mores et 


leges ac conſuetudines ignorat; ubi poſſent etiam ſibi 


tuum. 


quædam malitiori imponi ex odio inveterato A vici- 


nis Anglicis quibus terra illa privaretur in perpe- 


4 Item. 


; SE” TEND 1%, 
Item. Ex quo rex proponit privare principem ſua 
priſtina hæreditate, non videtur probabile quod rex per- 
mitteret ei habere terram in Anglia ubi nullum jus vi- 
detur habere. Et ſi etiam non permitteretur principi 
terra ſterilis et inculta jure hæreditario ab antiquo et 
debita in Wallia; nullatenus permitteretur eidem in 
Anglia terra fertilis culta et habundans. avg 

Item. Quod dictus princeps ponat dominum regem 
in Seyſino Snawdon abſolute, perpetue et quiete: di- 
catur quod cum Snawdon fit de appendiciis principatus 
Walliz, quem ipſe et anteceſſores ſui tenuerunt à tem- 
pore Brut, ut dictum eſt ; conſilium ſuum non permittit 
eum renuntiare dicto loco, et locum nimis ſibi debitum 
in Anglia receptare. . 5 
Item. Populus Snawdon dicit, quod licet princeps 
vellet dare regi Seyſinam eorundem, ipſi tamen nol- 

lent homagium facere alicui extraneo, cujus linguam, 
mores, legeſque penitus ignorant. Quia fic poſſet 
contingere eos in perpetuum captivari, ac crudeliter 
tractari, ſicut alii Cantredi circumquaque per Balli- 
vos regis ac alios regales alias tractati fuerunt, cru- 
delius quam Saraceni; prout patet in rotulis quos vo- 
bis miſerunt ſancte pater. Iſta ſunt dicenda pro Da- 
vide fratre PROG Quod cum voluerit terram 
ſanctam adire hoc faciet voluntarie et ex voto pro Deo 
non pro homine, unde invitus non peregrinabitur Deo 
dante; qui coacta ſervitia Deo novit diſplicere. Et 
ſi contingat ipſum in poſterum terram ſanctam adire 
bona ductus voluntate, non propter hoc deberent 
ipſe et hæredes ſui in perpetuum exhæreditari; 
immò potius premium obtinere. Præterea quia 
princeps, et ſui cauſa odii, ad aliquos concipiendi, vel 
lucri captandi non moverunt guerram alienas terras in- 
vadendo; ſed ſuam propriam hæreditatem jura li- 
bertateſque, necnon ſuorum defendendo; dominuſ- 
que rex et ſui odio inveterato, et cauſa lucrandi ter- 
ras noſtras guerram fecit: credimus in hoc juſtam 
guerram nos fovere, et ſperamus in hac Deum nos 
velle juvare, ac in eccleſiarum devaſtatores divinam 
ultionem convertere, qui eccleſias ſunditus deſtruxe- 
runt ac combuſſerunt, ſacra ex eis rapuerunt, Sacer- 
5 e WE TW dotes, 
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dotes, Clericos religioſos, claudos, ſurdos, mutos, in- 
fantes, ubera lactentes, ac debiles et miſerabiles perſo- 
nas, ut uſque ſexu occiderunt; et alia enormia per- 
petrarunt, ſicut in dictis rotulis vobis tranſmiſſis conti- 
neatur: unde abſit à ſancta paternitate veſtra ſenten- 
tiam aliquam fulminare in alios quam in illos qui præ- 
dicta .perpetrarunt. Nos enim qui regalibus praedicta 
paſſi fuimus, ſperamus à vobis ſuper praemiſſis paternum 
ſolatium, et remedium obtinere; et in praedictos ſa- 
crilegos eorumque fautores, qui nullo ſuper his privi- 
legio defenduntur, animadvertere; ne prae defectu 
dignæ correctionis ſeu ultionis in eos exercendo prædicta 
mala in perpetuum per alios trahantur in exemplum. 
Mirantur etiam quamplures in terra noſtra, quod 
conſuluiſtis nobis dimittere terram noſtram propriam, 
et alienam adire inter hoſtes noſtros comerſando; quia 
ex quo non poſſumus pacem habere in terra quæ noſtra 
eſt ipſo jure noſtro, minime poterimus in ahena terra 
inter hoſtes noſtros pacifice conſervari: et licet durum 
ſit in guerra et inſidiis vitam ducere; durius tamen eſt 
funditus deſtrui, et ad nihilum, niſi Deus avertat, 
deduct populum Chriſtianum qui nihil aliud quærit niſi 
ſua jura defendere; unde neceſſitas ad hoc nos cogit, 
et inimicorum cupiditas non offendit; et vos, ſancte 
pater, coram nobis dixiſtis, quod vos ſententiaſtis in 
omnes qui impediunt pacem cauſa odit vel lucri; fed 
manifeſtum eſt qui ſunt illi qui guerrant iſtis cauſis. 
Fimor enim mortis, et incarcerationis, vel perpe- 
. tuz exhæreditationis, nulla obſervatio fœderum pac- 
torum vel chartarum, tyrannica dominatto, vel multa 
alta conſimilia cogunt nos eſſe in guerris; et hoc Deo 
et vobis oftendimus, et petimus A vobis paternum ad- 
jutorium, ut patet in literis noſtris. 1 
Ad hoc multi ahi in regno Angliæ offenderunt re- 
gem et tamen nullos exhæredavit in perpetuum, ut 
dicitur; unde ſi aliqui ex noſtris ipſum offenderunt 
injuſte, dignum eſt ut ſatisfaciant prout poſſint ſine 
exhæredatlone; et ſicut in vobis confidimus, ſupplica- 
mus quod ad hoc laboretis ſancte pater: nam etſi 
nobis imponatur quod fregimus pacem, tamen ili ve- 
rius fregerunt qui nullum fœdus vel pactum nobis ſer- 
„„ : | vaverunt; 
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yaverunt 3 qui nullam emendam de quærimoniis hobis 
fecerunt, ut patet in rotulis. 


Prino auditis reſcripfi 2 Hr hrpifpu . al 05 


in hec ver ba: : 


N nomine gomini, Amen. Cum nos frater J. per- 

miſſione divina Cantuarienſis eetleſiæ miniſter hu- 
milis totius Angliæ primas, ſcientes noſtro incumbere 
officio, pro vobis domine Leweline princeps Walliz 


ac ſubditis veſtris exponere nos et noſtra ſpretis viarum 
incommodis et periculis, veſtram adjuverimius præſen- 


tiam oves erroneas reducturi; et ſpeculatoris fungentis 
officio vobis myſteriæ vivæ vocis diximus pericula quæ 
genti veſtræ videbamus luce clarius imminere, ſubjunctis 
remediis eorundem ; teſte optantes altiſſimo juxta pon- 
tificale debitum cuilibet veſtrum eccleſiam minimo de 


corpore noſtro pontem facere ad ſalutis littora redu- 
Tandem veſtris auditis precibus et anguſtiis 
eas ut neceſſitatis veſtræ nuntius Præſentavimus regiæ 


cendo. 


majeftati, quem ab olim ad pcenitentes adverſarios 1 in- 
troitum ſcimus eſſe propitium; ut quidam de veſtris 


et aliis ut nobis certis conſtat ae ipſius clementia 
Tractavimus inſuper cum magnatibus 


abutantur. 


Er proceribus Angliæ e de modifacione gra- 
tiæ regiæ ipſorum aſſiſtentia noſtris vobis ſupplicationi- 


bus impretranda, N modificationis ſeriem per ſer- 


vum Dei fratrem Johannem Wallenſem vobis miſimus 


in ſcriptum, una cum conſilio noſtro quod vobis i 


cundum deum ſalubrius videbatur ; vos autem deli- 
berationem veſtram nobis in quadam remiſiſtis cedula 


per eundem, cujus cedulæ pernitioſas latebras vobis 
paterno affectu præſentibus aperimus. Primò j igitur 
dictis vos juri nolle cedere quatuor Cantredarum, 
progenitores veſtri à temporibus Cambri fili Bruti in 


eiſdem juris plenitudinem habuerunt; ſed ne ſimplici- 
ores in vobis de ſucceſſu hujuſmodi gloriantur, ſalva in 


omnibus pace veſtra, vobis licet inviti ipſius radicem 


originis ex geſtis Britonum et Anglorum ad memoriam 
revocamus. Diſperſis enim olim Trojanis pro eo quod 


Paridis adulterium defenſarunt; fatemur progenitores 
| ver” 
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veſtræ multitudinis interpoſitis quibuſdam ſeditionibus 

fuge ſibi præſidium aſſumpſiſſe; et utinam non 
maneat in eis hujuſmodi contagii memoria qui ſic 
libera matrimonia parvipendunt ut ſpurios et inceſty 
genitos 2 ſucceſſione hæreditaria ut dicitur non repel- 
lunt, quin potius uxores legitimæ Howeli da patro- 
ciniæ, contra Evangelium dato repudio fama teſte, vel 
5 infamia repelluntur; qualiter demum Brutus 
Dianæ præſagiis non ſine diaboli præſtigiis per ido- 
latriam immolato Cervæ Venatitiæ obtentis, inſu- 
lam Britannicam pervaſerit per famoſas hiſtorias de- 
elaratur; pervaſerit inquam inhabitatam inſulam, 
agentibus ſtatura proceris quarum peremit fortiſſimum 
Corineus. Gentibus inquam de boreali praſapia qua 
non ſolum .. . . verum etiam Scythiam trans 
Danubium ab occidente noſtro per Aquilonis latera 
uſque in Orientales terminos occupavit. Quam ergo 
quæſumus fecerunt vobis injuriam Angli et Saxones 
ejuſdem generis, ſi vos proceſſu temporis ab uſurpato 
dominio perturbarunt : cum ſcriptum eſſe noveritis, 
vae qui praedaris in omne praedaberis. Non oportet 
autem ſimplices in radice adulterina proceſſu idololatriæ, 
et uſurpationis ſpoliis gloriari. 1 inſuper 

veſtri moderniores, cum enervati deliciis ſibi non 
ſufficerent defenlandis, obruentibus eos Scotis et 
Pictis, denegato etiam eis Romani imperii præſidio 
poſtulato, ad Germanorum refugium convolarunt, qui 
venientes repudiarunt, hoſtes uſque in praeſentem diem 
ſuarum labores manuum manducantes. Ex his cauſis 
quum ſedet ſola a vobis inſula olim populo plena, veſtro 
proſcribente Jeremia, quia prophetae tui viderunt 
tibi vana et ſtulta; item praedictorum juribus Can- 
tredorum confirmationem legati frivole allegatis, cum 
non fuerit intentionis ſuae jura regia, ſeu etiam jura 
civilia et Canonica, ſicut nec potuit enervare: pro 
crimine enim leſæ majeſtatis, in quod vos incidiſſe 
dicimini, juxta quod ſcribitur ſexta quaeſtione. Se- 
cunda paragrapho; Si quis cum militibus, et 22. 
Quæſt. ultima capitulo de forma fidelitatis. 1 Omne 
perit jus haereditarium et expirat : IN Cantredis igitur 
praedictis in quibus ab olim domino regi jus dicituß 
adquiſitum, et in Snawdon ac caeteris quae 3 

8 jure 


* 
J 


jure haereditario, nihil poteſtis ſicut nec ſubditi veſtri; 
ut ex pracallegatis videtur, niſi ex ſola regia clementia 


praeſtolari. Dicitur demum quod populus non vult ad 


gratiam regiam convolare, quia dominus rex, nec 
pacta, nec zuramenta, nec chartarum fœdera principi 


conſervavit. Et nos quaerimus ex cujus vel quorum 


iſtud ſit judicio declaratum, niſi per vos qui in cauſa 
propria judicium uſurpatis, et per ſingulas Iuſtrales pe- 
riodos pacem infringitis, innocentes jugulatis, incen- 
dia facitis, munitiones regias pro viribus vaſtatis; ac 
domini Howell da quitalia injuriarum remedia in lege 


ſua quam vidimus inſtituit, autoritate quam ei diabo—- 


lus delegavit. Praeterea in regem impungitis, dicen- 
tes, quod regales eccleſias et perſonas eccleſiaſticas 


39 5 


crudeli vaſtavit tyrannide, et conſumunt; ad quod ta- 


liter reſpondemus, quod dominus rex praedicta mala 


nec fieri mandavit, nec rata habuit, quin potius nobis 
obtulit ultronei, quod quam cito aderit oportunitas 


eccleſiarum proponit diſpendia reſacire; god differt 
i 


uſque ad ſedatam guerræ tempeſtatem, ne ſi prius fie- 
ret deſtruerentur iterum per latrones. Præterea timetis 


in Anglia honorem ſuſcipere, ne conſequenter vobis oc- 


caſionata malitia auferatur, cum tamen fateamini quod 
dominus re nullum ſuum exhæredaverit inimicum; 


quod fruſtra vos timere credimus, ſi legaliter vivere 
vos et veſtri didiceritis, et non a parti cum domino 
veſtro contendere vel certare. Mores vobis et populo 
veſtro cauſamini incognitos; et nos è contrario opi- 
namur quod expediret vobis omnibus in modum alium 


et mores penitus transformari. Cum enim ſitis ſicut 


cæteri homines donis Dei gratuitis adornati, ſed in 


veſtro Anglo devoramini: ut nec eccleſiam juvetis con- 
tra hoſtes fidei militando; nec Clerum ſtudio ſapien- 
tiae, exceptis pauciſſimis, decoretis; quin potius ma- 


jor pars veſtrum torpet otio et laſciyiis, ut pene neſciat 
mundus vos eſſe populum, niſi per paucos ex vobis 


qui videntur ut plurimum in — mendicare, Deinde 


ſcribitis quod creditis altiſſimum vos juvare pro juſtitia 
decretantes; utinam inquam altiſſimus juvet vos ſalu- 


briter et dirigat ad ſalutem. Sed ne ruinas aliquas 


Anglorum ex inconſideratione ſua provenientes 1 
a 5 velitis 
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velitis meritis arrogare curetis adyertere qualiter qui ii 
celis habitat fatuos ſublimat et elevat ad modicum ut 
perpetuo allidat; ſic certe olium populus Dei electus 


ante harum repertam civitatem pro unius Anathemate 


conſortis verſus in fugam quoſdam ſuorum perdidit 
bellatorum: ſic certe quater centena millia bellatorum 
duodecim tribuum Iſrael in ſuo numero et fortitudine 


_ confidentes ab unius tribus modico populo, occiſis ex 


40 millibus bellatorum, per vices varias ſunt confuſi: 


cum tamen 1 ran unius Anathemate, prædicta Civi- 


tas finaliter deleleta fuerit per illos, qui prius confuſi 
fuerant, et per lacrymas placato domino cum Jjejuniis, 
oblatis ſacrificiis, tribus illa quæ praevaluerat prius, per 


prius confuſos quaſi totaliter fit deleta; ſic certe ali- 


ter flagellat dominus filios quos recipit, et aliter quos 


decernit ut arbores ſteriles extirpare. Iſta vobis ſeri- 


bimus in cordis amaritudine ab his partibus recedentes, 
nec prenidicare intendimus ſalubriori conſilio, ſi vobis 
c&litus deſtinetur, nec latre vos volumus quod nullum 
per vos in venimus excuſationis ſufficiens remedium, quo 


obſtante minime debeatis in excors Irnam incidiſſe 
pernuntiari: dudum latet in Oxon conſilio contra pa- 


cis regiæ turbatores, viam autem pacis aliam invenire 
non poſſumus, nec adhuc in ſpe ſumus aliud obtinendi. 
Sed ſi nobis aliquid conſultius videatur agendum, vobis 


numquam claudemus gremium, nec auxilium denega- 
bitnus opportunum. Dat. apud Ruthelan 18 Calend. 
Decernb, Ann. Dom. 1227. 

Lewelinus autem princeps Walliæ prædictus ſpretis 


omnibus oblationibus et pacis formis poſt ſcriptis, in- 
vaſit hoſtiliter terram domini regis Angliæ deſtruendo 
eam incendio et rapina, nec non homines terræ illius 


ad ſe trahendo, et à bonitate pacis regiæ ſeparando; 


Qui tamen princeps infra menſem illum ignominoſa 


litera dominicali D. currente. 


morte primus de exercitu ſuo occiſus eſt, per familiam 
domini Cadmundi de mortuo mari, filii domini Rogeri 
de mortuo mari; et totus exercitus ſuus vel occilus, vel 


in fugam converſus in partibus Montis Gomerici die 


Veneris proximo, ante Feſtum S. Lucæ, videlicet 3. 


Id. Decemb. ſub Anno. Dom. 1282. In —— decima 
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| Moſt Remarkable Things in this 
BOOK. 


A. 


| Berffraw 1 by the lim, Page 57. 
Adelred King of the Wet Saxons vanquiſhed by the 


1 Britains, 15. 

Adelred married Emma daughter of the duke of Normandy, 
and the reaſons of it, 70. The conſequence of the Mar- 
Tiage, 71. Flies with his wife and children into Nor- 
mandy, 75. Returns, ibid. His death, 78. 


Aedan ap Blegorad having flain his competitor 1 Is pro- 
claimed Prince of N orth-Wales, 69. Is ſlain with his four- 


{ons in battle, 79. 
Alan the 2d. King of Little Britain aſſiſted Cadwalader, 9. 
Adviſed him to obey the viſion, II. 


Alfred King, an encourager of learning, and founder of the 


univerſity of Oxford, 32. Routs the Danes, ibid. Makes 
them forſwear the ſight of Engliſh ground, 33. He cauſed. 


the laws of Dyfnwal Moelmut and queen. Marſia to de 


tranſlated ihto Engliſh, &c. 43. 

Alfred propoſed to be ſent for to be kin over the Engliſh, 8, 
Oppoſed by: earl Goodwyn, 68. Had his eyes put out, t, 
ibid, 


Anarawd prince of North- Wales del. his father Rodri, 


bc Dies, his iſſue e 
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velitis meritis arrogare curetis adyertere qualiter qui ii 
celis habitat fatuos ſublimat et elevat ad modicum ut 
perpetuo allidat ; fic certe olium populus Dei electus 


ante harum repertam civitatem pro unius Anathemate 


conſortis verſus in fugam quoſdam ſuorum perdidit 
bellatorum: ſic certe quater centena millia bellatorum 
duodecim tribuum Iſrael in ſuo numero et fortitudine 


confidentes ab unius tribus modico populo, occiſis ex 


40 millibus bellatorum; per vices varias ſunt confuſi: 
cum tamen purgato unius Anathemate, prædicta Civi- 
tas finaliter deleleta fuerit per illos, qui prius confuſi 


fuerant, et per lacrymas placato domino cum jejuniis, 
oblatis ſacrificiis, tribus illa quæ praevaluerat prius, per 


prius confuſos quaſi totaliter fit deleta; ſic certe ali- 


ter flagellat dominus filios quos recipit, et aliter quos 
decernit ut arbores ſteriles extirpare. Iſta vobis feri- 


bimus in cordis amaritudine ab his partibus recedentes, 


nec prenidicare intendimus ſalubriori conſilio, fi vobis 


cœlitus deſtinetur, nec latre vos volumus quod nullum 
per vos invenimus excuſationis ſufficiens remedium, quo 


obſtante minime debeatis in excors Irnam incidiſſe 
pernuntiari: dudum latet in Oxon conſilio contra pa- 
cis regiz turbatores, viam autem pacis aliam invenire 
non poſſumus, nec adhuc in ſpe ſumus aliud obtinendi, 


Sed ſi nobis aliquid conſultius videatur agendum, vobis 


numquam claudemus gremium, nec auxilium denega- 


bimus opportunum. Dat. apud Ruthelan 18 Calend. 
Decent An, Don, 7002” ot” cnt Nite Ou 


Lewelinus autem princeps Wallie prædictus ſpretis 


omnibus oblationibus et pacis formis poſt ſcriptis, in- 


vaſit hoſtiliter terram domini regis Angliæ deſtruendo 
eam incendio et rapina, nec non homines terræ illius 
ad ſe trahendo, et a bonitate pacis regiæ ſeparando; 
Qui tamen princeps infra menſem illum ignominoſa 


morte primus de exercitu ſuo oeciſus eſt, per familiam 


domini Cadmundi de mortuo mari, filii domini Rogeri 
de mortuo mari ; et totus exercitus ſuus vel occilus, vel 
in fugam converſus in partibus Montis Gomerici die 
Veneris proximo, ante Feſtum S. Luce, videlicet 3. 
Id. Decemb. ſub Anno. Dom. 1282, In —— decima 
litera dominicali D. currents a 
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Moſt Remarkable Things in this 
B O O K. 


A. 
h Benda deſtroyed by the liſh, Page 57. 


Adelred King of the Welt Saxons vanquiſhed by the : 


Britains, 15. 


 Adelred married Emma daughter of the duke of Normandy, 
and the reaſons of it, 70. The conſequence of the Mar- 
riage, 71. Flies with his wife and children into Nor- 


4; mandy, 75. Returns, ibid. His death, 78. 


Aedan ap Blegorad having ſlain his competitor Bigg) is 5 ; 
claimed Prince of North-W ales, 99. Is {lain with his four 


ſions in battle, 79. 

Alan the 2d. King of Little Britain aſſüſted Cadwalader, 9. 
Adviſed him to obey the viſion, 11. 

Alfred King, an encourager of learning, and founder of the 


univerſity of Oxford, 32. Routs the Danes, ibid. Makes 
them forſwear the fight of Engliſh ground, 33. He cauſed. 
the laws of Pyfnwal Moelmut and Aer Marſia to bo | 


tranſlited ihto* Engliſh, &c. 43. 
Alfred propoſed to be ſent for to be king over the Engliſh, ry 87 


Oppoſed by earl Gooduyn, 68. Had his eyes put out, 


ibid. 


Anarawd prince of North- -Wales ſucceeds his father bes 


37s Wh; his ae, 42. 
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The T A B IL. E. 


Anęleſey deſtroyed by the men of Dublin, 46. Ravaged by 
: —_ ap Meredith prince of Powys, but all his men were 
cut off, 175. 

Arthur Wh of Britain, his ſepulchre found in the iſle of 
Afalon, 206. The inſcription upon it., 207. 

Arthur eldeſt ſon to king Henry the ſeventh, created prince 

of Wales, and dies at Ludlow, 324. 

Athelſtane, tho' a Baſtard, the worthieſt prince of the Saxon 
blood, 48. His victory over the Danes, Scots and Nor- 
mans, ibid. Removes the Britains to Cornwal, dies, 40. 

Aulafe and all his Danes receive baptiſm, 49. Sweats ne- 
ver to moleſt Fasland, 66, 


© B. 

B archbiſhop of Canterbury, f the frſ we made his 

viſitation in Wales, 208. 

Bede his education and writings, 16. 

Bible, how, when, and by whom tranſlated JE Welch, 326. 

Blethyn and Rhywalhon princes of North- Wales aſſiſt Edric 
againſt the king of England, 101. A rebellion formed 


againſt them by Meredith, and Ithel ap Gruffydh, ibid. 
Battle wherein Rbywalton and Ithel were ſlain, Blethyy ; 
— murdered Rich. 104, 35 
Britain, how and when forſaken by the Roman forces, I, 
Invaded by the Scots and Picts, ibid. 
Britains, their fad complaints to Ætios thrice conſul; = - 
' reaſons of their weakneſs, 3 and Their wee e to 
the Saxons, 5. The Britains of natclwyd and Cum 
berland ſettle in North-Wales, 38. 
Brochwel once prince of Powys, a great defender of the 
Monks of Bangor, 23. 
Bruce de William, Lord of Brecknock under: pretence of 
friendſhip, barbarouſly murders Sitſylht ap Dyſnwa, __ | 
| fon and followers, 204. 


Bruce Sir Edward, his letter to fir Gauen Liwyd, 31% 


and 313. 


| C. 
Adelh prince of Soak Wiles dies, 1 his iſſue, 44. 
Cadelh takes Caermardhyn, and beats the ; ORF 
and Flemings, 165. Like to be murdered, 17% Gone 
upon pilgrimage, „ | 
Cadwgan murdered by Madawe, 138. 
Cadwalader the laſt king of Britain of the Britifh race, 8. 
| Retires to Alan king of Little Britain, ibid. Learned in 
a viſion to go to Rome, and there ſhorn a Monk, 10. 
Cadwalader with his brother Owen Gwynedh from * 
cs 


The TABLE. 


Wales in conjunction with ſeveral South-W ales lords madg 
an horrible laughter of the Normans and Flemings, and 
drove them out of South-Wales, 157, 158. 

Cadwalader forced to flee from his brother Owen to Ireland, 

163. Returns with Iriſh forces, concludes a peace with 
his brother, made priſoner by the Iriſh, reſcued by his 
brother, 164. Eſcapes out of priſon, 171, Flies to 
England, ibid. His death and iſſue, 200. 

Canterbury redeemed by the citizens from being burnt by 


the Danes, for 3000 J. 7 3. Betrayed afterwards to them 
and burnt, 74. 


N king of N orth-Wales _ and is lain by the Saxons, = 


His pedigree, ibid. 

Celibacy eioined to the clergy in a ſynod held at Lon- 
*.. Jolly 1276 

Chriſtian faith pure in the Britiſh church, 221. 

Charles duke of Vork created prince of Wales, 328. 


Charles eldeſt ſon of king Charles the Firſt created prince of 
Wales, 318. 


Civil war in Wales, and Edwal ſon of Meyric the indiſputable . 


heir ſet up in North- Wales, 67. 


Clare, earl of, poſſeſſed himſelf of divers ſtrong-holds in 
Cardigan, 1 : 


* I 
e 


f Hae fawr Lobby | in Arſon, 11. | When and by whom | 


uilt, 12. Endowed by prince Atkrawd, 39. 
Cnute the Dane choſen king, and his cruelty to the Engliſh 


' Hoſtages, 75. Returns to England, ibid. The Nor- 


rhatabete ſubmit to him, 76. Beſieges London, is routed 
by Edmund, ibid. Combats Edmund, agree and divide 
England between them, 78. Generouſly puniſhes Edmund 
Ironside s murder, ibid. Marries Emma Edelred's widowg 
80. Requires a ſubſidy of the Engliſh, ibid. Made a 
bpompous journey to Rome, 82. Makes the Scots dg him 
homage, ibid. Dies, and is ſucceeded by his ſon Harold 
 Harefoot, 83. 
Conel- prognoſticating the Norman invaſion, and ſucceſs, 
"OM -* 
Commotions in Kugland 158. 
Conan, War between him and his brother Howel, 22. Dies, 
23. His pedigree, ibid. 
Conſpiracy againſt William the conqueror by the Engliſh” 
and the Welch detected, and the 5 vans executed, 104. 


Conſtable, Walter, marries Neſt's daughter, and has the 


- lordſhip of Brecknock, 116. A ftrange paſſage related by 
= to Henry the F rſt concerning Seuche ap Rhys, 
ibid | 


Crogens, uſed as a term of reproach by the Engliſh | to the 
Welch, 123. No reaſon for it, 224. 
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Anes begin to diſturb England, 20, 21. "They prevail 
and winter in England, 28. They take and deſtroy 
_ Wincheſter, 30. Kill Ofbright and Elba kings of Nor- 
thumberland 31. Slew Edmund king of the Angles, 
ibid. Fought five battles. with Ethelred, ibid. They 
win London and Redding, 33. Routed by the Weſt. 
Saxons, 34. Are defeated by Alfred and received the 
_ Chriſtian faith, 37. They harraſs North-Wales, 39. 
Defeated by the Armonican Britains, ibid. Forced to 
riſe from before Exeter, and ſpoil the ſea-coaſt of Wales, 4.1, 
| Receive a great overthrow, 42. They grow powerful, 
not only in England but alſo in Ireland, 44. Thrice over. 
e the Engliſh, 45. Cruelly overthrown by Tot- 
tenhale, 46. Routed by king Edward, 48. Driven out 
of the kingdom by king Edmund, 52. Force the En gli 
to pay the Dane-Gelt, 65. Make a terrible ee N 
Wales, and had tribute paid them, 66. Make freſh de- 
veſtations in Wales and England, 70. They are maſſacred 
by the Engliſh, 71. Force the Engliſh nobility to buy 
their peace for 30,0001. 72. They 1 Fon. Wolf kettel, 73· 
Slew Ethelſtan and ranſacked the country, 74. 2 
Dafydh ap Owen killed his brother Howel in battle, and 
gets to be prince of North-Wales, 195. Secures his 


brother Maelgon, reduces Angleſey, and baniſhes his 


| brethren, 202. Sends a band of Welch to accompany 
king Henry into Normandy, ibid. Is diſpoſſeſt by his 
_ eldeſt brother's ſon Lhewelyn ap Torwerth, 213. dene 
ful to prince Lhewelyn for his liberty, 224. 
Dafydh ap Lhewelyn prince of Wales did homage at Glo- 
. ceſter to the king of England, 259. Is excommunicated 
by the biſhop of Bangor for detaining his brother Gruffydh 
in priſon, whom he refuſed to deliver at the king's requeſt, 
260. Submits to the king of England, 262. Cajols the 
| king to detain his brother Gruffydh priſoner, ibid. En- 
| gages the Pope on his fide againſt the king, but he proves 
_ falſe, 264. Fights the Engliſh often with various ſuccels, 
| ibid. Dies without iſſue, 268. | 
Davids, St. burnt by the Weſt- Saxons, : 21. Deſtroyed by 
the Danes, 45 Again by the Danes 69. Deſtroyed by 
ſtrangers, 107. Ide cathedral ſacrilegiouſly robbed, 111. 
Made ſubject to the ſee of Canterburv, 125. | 
Dunn, St. biſhop of Canterbury, his prediftion and 
„ 61. 5 
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After, the Britains and Saxons quarrel about the ob- 
ſervation of it, 18, 19. 

Edgar, advanced to the kingdom i in his brother Edwin”; room, 
56. He waſtes North- Wales, and agrees for a yearly- 
tribute of 300 wolves, ibid. Regulates drinking veflels. 
becauſe of the Danes exceſs, 57. "Rowed 1n his barge by 
ſix kings on the river Dee, 59. 

Edgar Edeling procliimed king, forced into Scotland, 101. 

| Received to king William's mercy, 103. 

Edmund king of -ngland' s death, and the uncertain manner 
of it, 53. 

Edmund Yonfide ſlain by Edric's ſon, 78. | 

| Edwal Foel and his his brother Elis fight the Eogliſh, and 

are ſlain, 49. Their iſſue, ibid. 

Edward ſent for from Normandy and made king, 86. The 

Confeſſor's death, 98. 

Edward I. king of ngland invades W ales, and e, 
283. Inſiſts upon prince Lhewelyn's ſubmiſſion without 
reſerve, 292. Sets prince Lhewelyn's head upon the 
Tower of London, and puts his brother David to death, 

299. Subdues all Wales, ibid. Kept his Chriſtmas at 
Aber-Conwey, 307. In neceſſity, would taſte no wine for 

the ſatisfaction of his ſoldiers, 308. Cuts down all the 
woods in Wales, and builds Beaumaris-caſtle, 309. 
Edward of Caernarvon firſt prince of Wales of the Eng liſh 

Blood, 301. Received homage at Chefter of all the "948 

' holders of Wales, 310. Goes farther into the country to 

the ſame purpoſe, ibid. 

Edward eldeſt ſon to king Edward II. created prince of Wales 


fiat eldeſt fon to king Edward 11]. created prince of Wales 


His character and death, 314. 
Edward ſon to Henry VI. created prince of Wales, 323. | 
Murdered, ibid. 
Edward eldeſt ſon to king Edward vi. created prince of Wales, 
murdered, 8 
Edward VI. inclined to favour the Welch, 324 
Edward ſon to Richard 111. created prince 'of ales, 324. 
Edward ſon to Henry VIII. created prince of Wales, 325. 
Edwyn king of England vitious, diſpoſſeſſed and dies, 50. 
Egbert ſole monarch 
land, ibid. He fights the Danes, 26. 
Einèon invites the Nor rmans into Wen and perſuades them 
© to ir, 143; + 
ER, Mercian queen, , her valiant ads both l the 
d 


Danes 


= * 
, * 


in Britain, 25. Calls the country, Eng- 
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55 and Welch, 46. Her death, 47. Left a daughter 
Alfwyden difinherited by king Edward, ibid. 
Ethelwulph king of the Weſt-Saxons paid e to 
Rome, 29. Learned and devout, ibic. 
Eyes of ſeveral plucked out, a barbarous e uſtbin, I 55. 
Ethelbald king of Mercia invades Wales, 16. In chene 
tion with Adelred, overthrow the Britamsy big; 


F. | | 84 
Landers, a part of it drowned >refudicial to the We 
128. 
Flemings ſettled in 1 of "—_ 128, | 


VAllio routs the Scots and Pia, 2. Builds a wall cok 
the land, ibid. _ | 
Gam, Sir David, impriſoned by Owen Glyndyfwr, and M 

leaſed, 321. Revolts from Owen, ibid His anſwer in 
France to Henry V. concerning the French army, mor- 
tally wounded at Agtncourt, knighted and died, SES 188 
Gavelkind, that cuſtom in Wales, 22. 2 
Geoffrey of Monmouth made biſhop of St. Davids, ew 
Glamorgan, lordſhip defcribed, 3145 The beſt of it Fitzha- 
mon the chief of the Normans kept to himſelf, 115. 
 Godwyn, ear}, rebels againft king Edward, 89. Invades the 


land, and is reconciled to 1775 king, 90. Dies ſuddenly 
6 pol the king's table, | 


on N eginald, lord of Ruthin taken priſoner by K 8 
- ndyfwr and ranſomed, 316, 317. 
N 8 dh ap Lhewelyn declared prince of North- Wales, 
His country invaded by the Engliſh and Danes, and romed 
by him, 85. Reduced all Wales under his ſubjection, i ibid. 
Routs Howel prince of South-Wales at Pencader, ibid. 
Taken priſoner by the Iriſh under the command of Iago 
ap Edwal, and recovered by his own men, 87. Over- 
comes and lays Gruffydh ap Rhyderch and his army, &c. 
| ibid. Concludes a peace with Harold king Edward's. - 
neral, 94. His palace at Ruthlan bunt by the Engli 115 8 
ibid. 'Prinos: 8 murdered . Harold's es 


Fi? 
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44 3 la mer and ue peace, 141. Cnet tin 155 19 5 
and promiſed to deliver up Gruffydh ap Rbys, 143 fs 4 
| 158. His iſſue, 159. 0 
Gruffydh the ſon of Rhys ap Tudor, laid claim, to Sth 
Se 73. Flies to North: Sade] 743. e With 


* 
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his brother Howel to withdraw into South- Wales, 144. 
Forced to bid open defiance to the king of Eng. nd, ibid. 


The Flemings and Welch lords join together to W . 


him, 145. He takes Caermardhyn, 146. Invited to the 
e of Cardigan-ſhire, ibid. Suöcceeds, 147, Ware 
at Aberyſtwyth, 148. Invidiouſly diſpoſſeſſed of his eſtate, 
154. Dies, 158. 

Gruftydh ſon to the lord Rhys ſucceeded his father, 116. 
e with his brother Maelaon, 219. A hopeful nee, 
jes, 212. 

Gruffydh ap Conan ap. Owe ap Gwynedh buried in a 
Monk's Cowl, the ſuperſtition of it, 2217. 

Gruffydh prince David's brother endeavouring to make bis 
eſcape out of the Tower of Londop, breaks bis neck, 


263. His body recovered and e to Conway and | 


honourably buried, 270. 


Gtuffych Liwyd knig hted by by, king | Edw 
or 


ard). rebels, 31 I. 
"Treats" with Sir Robert Bruce ſuccours againſt. the 


Engliſh wich his letter to him,, ibid. P North- 
Wales and the Marches, and is take f priſoner, 2137 


Gurmundus 1 Norweg f from Ireland, invades Britain,, 7. 
Gwenwynwyn worlfed by the Eng if rg 
mages to prince Lhewely n, 222. At. 
223. Detained priſoner N ury, 225. Set at 
liberty, regains his country, . volts princ 
; e is Wu 242. 
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Arold 1 Se his brother, in England, 3 3» 


ther, 85. 
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Harbld's 8 favour wit N nd, by his brother, Toſty ; 
who! barbarouſly murdered his men at his houſe in Here- 


ford, and his faying Rog Made king, 98. Slain, eo. 
ec a Dane i Rav {+ ance, 49, His, rer to! obtain 
Limogis, 41. His cruelty, ibid, oba 


Henry 1, bis partiality in favour of the Normans, 127. Makes 


bis brother Robert priſoner, and puts gut his eyes, 128. 
Kind to Cadwgan the father of Owen, 132. Invades 


Wales with Sek Nane 140. Obercomes the French 


king, 1817. Mt children at fea; and matties, 152. 
15 es ae in, 


- 


[Refuſes ho- 
8 to it, 


Dies, and is ſucceeded by are Canute his bro- 


anger, ibid. „Agrees with Meredith 


f. and returns, 153. His, death and Rucconor „ 
4100 1211 
nal l. ſends the Flemings into Wel Wales, 173. In- 
viteq tg che conqueſt of Wales, ibid. Repulſed and in 
danger of his lite, 1744 Concludes a peace with prince 
D 


" 7 pee Owen, 
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Quarrels and concludes a peace with France, 
187. In. eades Wales and brings prince Rhys to do bim 
; hom" "& 188. -Frvades' Wales againywith/a'moft potent 
art, 55 tg . Returns without an- thing memorable, and 
| Lot ATT, ge puts vat the eyes of hi: boſtages, 191. Makes 
u third! expedition into Wales to as little purpoſe, ibid. 
Paffes through Walks, receiving homage! of prince Rhys 
in his way to the conqueſt ef Ireland, 198, 199. Re. 
turns through Wales and inclined to leave it in a peaceable 
© cottlition, 199, 200. Engaged in a civil war againſt his 
ſon Henry, 201. Makes a peace with, 2 range, and his 
children forced to fubmit, 20. Dies, 209, 
Henry 50 king of. ae e invades; Wales, ana warlted, 
Invades , Wajes again, 254, Mal ry. of 
Monmouth his. general againſt 5 Velch hy 9 9 
3 ſucceſs, 2:66. Laments the death ot the. earl of Pembroc 
250. Tovades, Wales, W Wes Fin avid. o ſub⸗ 
mit 261, 202. Invades W ales; 293 3. Fish bis the Nelch 
with no ſucceſs, and invites the Irith into Anglcleys 2 1 
Opprefles Wales, and returns diſſatis jed, 209, 27 tm, 
274. Wuſtes the borders, 275. Re Aires K Lada 
ſubdue Wales, 270. Dies, 28 2 80. 1955 155 OA | 
Henry, eldeſt ſon 40. Henry IV. created 7 ince of W. „* 
Henry IV. makes unmetciful laws a gain e Welch, 
Henry duke of Tork created prince e oy "Wa es, 324. 1 
Henry VII. grants the Welch a charter of lib irn 10 1 
rected a commiſſion to enquire into ihe birth anc Og 
of his grandfather Owen 1 udor, 325, 1 
Henry VIII. incorporates. the Welch with the Eng lich,, 


Heu 1 fon 4 45 e He feige 0 N 9 5 
i — | 


Owen, 175. 


lis hc 9.2. oe 53. +4 
Howe! ap levan expelled his uncle 0 Fe ol WY go- 
vernment of Wales upon him, 59. At laſt agree. bo. 
| Kills Edwal Fychan, and the'*reatons of it ibid. Over-. 
throws the Danes, 61. Invades England, and 4 4s Kaige e 
e ſucceeded by his brother Cadwalhan, who w was uk: 
ly flain, 62. 11 
Howel and Mereditb, prince Lhewelyn's" murdefels! invite 
the Irifh Scots into South Wales, 82. Slew Rhydderch, 
and take the government, 8 35 Meredith ſlain by ye ſons 
of Conan ap Sitſylht, ibid. Fowel attempts the | 
of South- Wales, is oyercome and flain iby proce Gn 
near Tywy-Head, 87. 6h 190 
Towel ap Grono driven out of Rydcors caſtle 'by he Nor- F 
mans, 


. 
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mans, 126. Baſely betrayed to them, - maid; murdered, 
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Howel ap Owen Gwyncdh wen, the »eallle of -Edryas, 167. 


with his brother Conan quartel with their Ae Cadwa- 


lader, beſiege and take the oaſtle of Cynfael from him, 
168. αMMalees Cadwalader his priſoner, and poſſeſſes his 
land, b. He loſt: 1 to Cadelh, Meredith, and 
Rhys ap eee Fn he: W of Nc e to 
the word N 169. 4 un nt ot 00 
33, S148 1 as 9: 87 £2 DOSES DOD GT 77 9292S 4? 
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1 o' aj Egal bir bis- 515 10 Nga wae, 82. 

kk | battle againſt Gruffydh'ap Lhewelyn, 94. 

| Ifor (ent into Britain with an rt Ys tf "his father "Alan 1 2. 
Routs the Saxons, ibid. Marries Et 


elburg Kentwyn's 
| 49 and ſucbecdedhim in the e Kingdom, 14. 
det Glaſtenbiiry Abby, fw. Died at Rome, 15. 


1. e -Jeacon e of Lldb Atari dies, and is: lhcaited, 
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Jo 175 f Eg Ae, in t, Way to Trelant through Wiles, 


11550 ed à Criminal that murdered 4 prieft, 220. Fa- 


| wiſh? Will de Bruce and Maud his 5 at Windſor 
Arne enden be *cruclty and dif- 


8 5 his return, 227; 
affeckion to priefts, 527 Matches with” à great army into 
Wiles ; and ear 8 Tess, 22, 230. Makes a 
ſecond ei exp edition, ib 


expedition into Wales, 220. . Makes a fecond and third, 
and hangs the Welch! ledpes, reconciles himſelf to Rome, 


and 58 es in a civil war with his darons, 237. Dies, 


and i ns eeded by his ſon Henry, 242. 


| lorwertt a8 "Becki revolts from Fae earl of Salop, p. 124. 


Baſely uſed by kin Henry for it, the teaſon of it, 125. 
| Deliberdg. out of prifdn, 133. Forbids Owen and Madawc 


to retire to his eſtate, 134. Beſet and Hain Rl Madawe | 


and Ih Warch ap Tra ahern, 137. 

e bine "of Land dies at Note, 88. | mo m7 
 Lreland moleſted with Eocuts, 24. 5 X 
Ithel de Gwent e 28. 4 av i oat 


nh 4. ei, e e 5 2105 it an 
e len 

T. Hewelyn a 15 makes hinkat 85 ol 0 0 Wiles, 
BY 7 His go pleite, ib 3 
belled againſt him with his own hand d. 3 appertes. ano- 


by 4 | 4 


0 , rher-eballions $15, May a ibid. 


Orders Foulk yifcount Cardyff to 
ſubdue thofs' that brd in South-Wales, and they at laſt 
do him homage, but uickly revolt, 231, 232. Makes an 


Meuric that be 


Thewelyn 
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Lhewelyn prince of North Wales takes David ap. Owen pri- 
ſoner, 217. Receives homage of molt of the Welch Iards, 
222. Conquers Gwenwynwyn's| country,” 225; Makes 
an expedition into South Wales, and Maelgon flees, 225, 
226. Marries Joan King John's daughter, 224. Sues 
and obtains peace of the king by the means of his if, 
231. Animates the lords of North Wales to. . Witt 
him in a revolt againſt the king, 233. Diſpoſſeſſes the 
Engngliſh of all their holds in his country, 555 Takes 
Shrewſbury, though, excommunicated by the Pope, 238. 
Subd ues Cardigan and Carmarthen, 240. Reconciles\the 
the lords in South Wales, 241. Nabalees Powis, 242. 
Refuſes aſſiſtance to King John. inſt the Dauphine, 
ibid. Makes Rynald Bruce, who ha revolted, ſubmit to 
bim, 243. Receives the ſubmiſſion and alleginpes: ofthe 
Fleming 88 iti Dyfed, ibid. Subd ues, the. revolted Flemings . 
Again, 9918 Makes die fy Ga ydh, ſubmit, iÞ.. F Lam 8 
ained o to the king o d oung Rhys, adjuſts 
25 with he Bi 127 Wn” 9 fs i William 
_ Marſhal | Earl of N in. Wa es, and occaſions a war 
between them, 247, 248. Worſts the Englih army, pays 
bomage to Henry III. 249. Deſtroys the marches, 35 
| Mz kes a, Fe upon England, 253. Being joined by 
the karl of Pemb roke again King Henry, routs bis amy, 
254. Makes, An. incurſion 15 5 king's tertito- 


ries, 255. akes peace with the ing, 250, Sets 
his ſon. ruf, dh: a e ibid. e Buries FI 50 
-Joan, 257. - Pots to quit, 185 ke e of R Ruthlan, 258. 
Makes th bg do | bomage to his 50 B . ii d ibid. Dies, 
his chara er and fue, 251-2 hm: n ah 
Llewelyn ap Grathdb, and Owen Gach his e | 
clared princes of N orth Wales, 269. Quarcel,, * Sen | 
with Ni brother David made cloſe pritoners, an covers 
the inland country of North Wales: from the En liſh Da 272 · 
Waſtes CR bd. Beats the rift by ſea, ay Zuibbe- 
fires peace with i but 21. 277. Kind to AL Ro- 
ger Mortimer, 27 akes a peace by the Pope's mec diation 
with the king, 289. Refuſes to attend upon K. Edward's co- 
roronation, 280. The reaſons for his refuſal, 281. An acci- 
dent made him pliable, 283, Severe conditions of peace im- 
- poſed upon him, 284. Married to:Elianor Earl'Montfordf 
daughter at Worceſter, 215 5. Reconciled with his brother Das 
vid and join againſt the En N „286. Offers to ſubmit tothe 


king conditionally, 292. Sends a letter to the arehbiſhop of 
Se scbdcge "uy ye general dane the Welen to his 
Ke <F 2 2 245 J 1 £ -IIRQTOINE {1 10 pfegeſals, 
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W Ahael g diſpoſe ot of his Weite 55 his 19 l mo- 
VI ther Neſt's means, and how, 11 


1 
N Meredith prince of Powis ſticks to the Engliſh i in- 
tereit, I. 6 


Madawc reconciled to King Henry, 1 38. Taken priloner by ; 


Meredith ap Blethin, I 139. Has bis eyes pulled out by 
Owen, ibid. 


Madaucap Owen Gwynedh ſails into Ametiea, 196. die 
a colony there, ibid. 


Maelgen diſturbs South Wales, 228. 1 by his be- 
phews, Rhys and Owen, 229 8 | 


March, earl of, \ marries Owen Glide; daughter, 5. 5 
Conſented by indenture to divide *Eogling lets Owen 
"Piercy, and pimſelf, 31 18. 1 


Maud, the empreſs, Hands 1 in, England, and is, receiy wy 
Wunde *x64- + 257.02 ; 


Meredith! ap Owen ofſeſt of all walls, 64. Diſpoſſeſt c 
North Wales, 67. \nd routed b y 1 Edwal ap Mee * 
new prince, 68. tg ied without Soak Wale 


* 
: 


Met n 5 8525 is hd death a of Walks, 24: 1 = far 
Merlyn, Ambroſe, and 8 he their Ane country, and 
propheſies, 10, 11. N 


W. 41" 171 951 3 
Morgan Hen dies, an e years old; þ Tarte 

afſd iſfue, 58. 5 Nie e ably 

Morgan ap Gwen Kills Robert, F et Eibe rt and Wa 

8 ain, 175. 4 45 4 3: 29117 
Morgan ap Cadogan repents of hiy murder, .commi itted, 155. 

1 Mulders e. committed, 55 55. Item, 1 * © 9e 815 9197 N11 

335 5 A. 88 dees 1214 N none T 05 ekt 5 oto! 
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Pmoterch, A Novtha an, obtalns the We of Breck- 
N :-nock; and 1 Neſt, GAIT to” Llepelyn ap 
Gruffydh, 115. an od Roiggs tief bifsdiv* = 
Normans twice ated and; pat to death in England; 86. 


They waſte and plunder: Died; og hey ſeize upon 
The lordſhip of Glamorgan, 113 he names of the ad- 


venturers, ibid. They poſſeſs themſelves of ſeveral loi d- 
ſhips i in Wales, 117. Divers of them lain! in Cardigan, 


ibid. 
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ibid. Routed again by  Cadwgan ap Blethyn prince of 
South Wales, and their caſtles deſtroyed, 118 Slaugh- 
tered divers times by the Welch, and forced to quit the 
country, 119, 120. ” 5 EN 
Northumberland invaded by the Scots, 109. 
Cf NEfa king of Mercia makes a ditch from ſea to fea, 20. 
His death, 214]. 3j Os Hs 
Owen ap Edwyn a traitor to his country, 121. Made prince 
of Wales by the Engliſh, but ſoon loft it, 122. His 
death and pedigree, 126. _ „ 
Owen the ſon of Cadwgan enamoured of Neſt the wiſe of 
Gerald, King Henry's lieutenant in Wales, 122. Steals 
her away, ibid, Flies into Ireland, 177 Returns and 
waſtes the country, in conjunction with Maradoc ap Ri- 
ryd, 133. His men ſlay an * biſhop the cauſe of 
alin his father, being diſpoſſeſſed of his eftate, 135. 
Forced to flee into Ireland with Madawe, ibid, Returns, 
and is reconciled to the king, 128. Divides Madawe's 
eſtate between himſelf and Meredith ap Blethyn, 139. 
Flees for fear of King Henry into North Wales, 140: 
| Reconciled to to the king 141. Owen is brave and knight- 
ed in Normandy 142. Employed by _ Henry againſt 
Gruffydh ap Rhys, 148. Slain by Gerald, 14399. 
Owen Gwynedh ſucceeds prince of North Wales, 160. 
 - mightily concerned at the death of his fon Run, 165. takes 
and raſes the caſtle of Mould, 166. Pulls out his ne- 
phew Cunedah's eyes, and caſtrates him, 170. Being pro- 
voked invades Llandhinam, 193. Dies, his character and 
MOSES oi 8 
Owen Cyfeilioe and Owen Fychan diſpoſſeſs Iorwerth Goch 
of his eftate in Powis, '192. Cyfeilioc dies, leaving his 
eſtate to Gwenwynwyn his fon, 217. 
Owen Glendwr, his family, education, and employment, 
315. Oppoſed by the Lord Ruthyn without redreſs, takes 
up arms, and makes him priſoner, 3x6. Prevails, takes the 
earl of March priſoner, 317. Retaxes Aberyſtwyth ca- 
ſtle, 319. Summons a parliament at Machynlleth, 320. 
Secures David Gam upon a ſuſpicion of a deſign he had to 
murder him, 321. Burn: his houſe, and his verſe upon 
% -! e oben. 


Atent of lands granted in Wales to the earl of Portland, 
Je. Commons addreſs upon it, 303. King's an- 
„ * Pee kham 
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Peckham, John, archbiſhop of Canterbury endeavours a 


reconciliation of Prince Llewelyn, and his brother, with 
the king, 286. His remonſtrance to the prince and peo- 
ple, 287, 288, 289, 290. Solicits the king on behalf 
of the Welch, 291. Sends articles to the Welch, 292, 
Excommunicates the prince of Wales and his adherents. 


| 207. N 

Pe in 5aneral 1 ane and Wales, except with 
Prince Rhys, who was forced to comply with the king, 
176. oy dealt, with, 177. 

Powis, prince 0 
thraval, 20. An account of it while a principality and a 


lordſhip, with the ſeveral diviſions and poſſeſſors thereof, 


ether of Hs or ee blood, Af 5 to 185. 


Appeaſed, 89. 
Rupadelch ſei zes upon South Wales, 82. 


Rhydderch and Rhys the ſons of Rhydderch ap leſtyn put in 
their claim to South Wales, 88. 


Rhys brother to Prince Gruffydh taken by the Engliſh, and 


— to death at Bulendun, 91. 


8 Rhys ap Owen and Rhydderch ap Caradoc jointly en 


South Wales, 105. The latter dies. 106. A rebellion 
againſt the other, ibid. Invaded alſo from North Wales, 
lies, purſued, and ſlain, 187. 


Rhys ap Theodor allowed prince of South Wales, as law- 
ful heir, 197. A rebellion formed againſt him, flies into 
Ireland, returns and defeats his enemy, 110. Suppreſſes 
ee ee rebellion, 111. Slain near Brecknock in a hight 
_ againſt the invading Normans and his own rebellious fub- 5 


jects, 112. 


Rhys ap Gruffydh prince of South. Wales takes Tab d- 


dyfri caſtle, 177. Subdues Cardigan, 178. Gives Hen. II. 


hoſtages to obſerve the peace made between them, 


ibid. Beſieges Carmarthen, then forced to quit it, 179. 


Poſſeſſed himſelf of divers lands belonging to foreigners in 
Wales, as did othersaccording to his example, 189. Takes 
Aberteifi caſtle and raſes it, 191. Subdues Owen Cyfei- 


lice, 197. Brings the lords of South Wales at enmity with 


King Henry to do him homage, 203. Makes a great feaſt 
at Chriſtmas at Aberteifi, where the bards of North Wales 


and South Wales ſtrive for the maſtery, 205, 206. Takes 
advantage upon King Henry's death to enlarge his country, 
209. His family diminiſhes, 210. Made priſoner” by his 
own ſons,” 211, Eſcapes, 212. Takes two of his (0 
priſoners, 214. Enlarges his conqueſt, and defeats hs 


Ee Engliſh | | | 


removes his ſeat from Pengwern t Ma- | 


eg in the North, fed by Earl roy: $ infolence, 9 
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Engliſh and Normans, 214, 215. Dies, his A and 
iſſue, 216. 

Rhys Fychan takes Lhanymdbyfri caſtle, 257. 

Rhys ap Gruffydh ap Rhys prevails in South Wales, 239. 
Does homage to Henry III. 145. Dies, 147. 

Rhys ap Meredith unfaithful to his country, 304. Knighted 

by King Edward; revolts, 305. Defeated, taken pri- 
ſoner, = executed 306. 

Rhythmarch, archbiſhop of St. David's dies, a; -- 

Richard king of England's feaſts in the Holy Land, 210. 
Taken priſoner in Auſtria, ibid. Died of his wounds res 
ceived at Chalons in France, 219. 

Richard of Bourdeaux created prince of Wales, 37 3. 

Robert Cyrthois rebels againſt his father in Neben 110. 

Robert earl of Salop rebels againſt Henry I. 122. Engages 
the Welch in the quarrel, 123. Seeks aid of Magnus, 
Harold's ſon, and fails; dine with his brother Arnulph 7 
into Normandy, 124. . 

Robert de Beliſſimo a great diſturber of the Welch commit- 
ted to perpetual impriſonment by King Henry, 139. 


Roderic Molwynoc ſucceeded Ifor, anno 720, 15. Driven 


by the Saxons out of the weſtern countries to his inheri- 
tance in North Wales, 17. Died ſoon after, 18. 
Roderic the Great, prince of Wales, 27. Beats the Dina 
out of his country, 33.  ights the Engliſh, and with his 
brother Gwyriad is flain, 34, His pedigree and diviſion 
of Wales between his three ſons, ibid. His imprudenee 
1 36. 


ne 
Axons, weit Wy VE to the Britiſh meſſage, 5. They TY 


repel the Scots and Picts, 6. Enter into league with the - 
Scots ibid, They encroach upon the Britains, 19• 


Scots and Picts invade Britain, 1. 


Siward, Earl, his ſaying upon his ſons being, lain in battle, 


19. His ſoldicrly temper at his death, 
South Wales invaded twice in one year 5 Tevaf and lago, " 
princes of North Wales, 55. They quarrel, and the cen- 
ſequence of it, 57. Embroiled i in war between Rhys ap 
Gruffydh and Rhys Fychan, and the former ſupported 7. 

the Engliſh, 235, 236. 


Stephen king of England agrees with the Ls of Scots, 157. 


Ravages Scotland, 160. Suppreſſes inſurrections at home, 
and routs the Scots by his lieutenants, 161, Beſieges A- 
rundel caſtle in vain, 162. Takes Lincoln, is defeated 
and taken priſoner, ibid. Fee for Earl Robert, and 
overthrown 


be A fechnd! tie: at ton, 163. \ | ins the 


and dies, 172. 
Stewards, the family, and their original, 91, 927 * „ * 
Sulien, archbiſhop of St. David's dies, 111. ,# © 
Sulien, a prey man of Llanbadarn dies, a6%.” 0 
 Swane the Dane waſtes the ifle of Man. Lands in Nettk 
Wales, 68, Kills Edwal prince of the country, ibid. 


Bis ſucceſs in England, and eſteemed king hereof, 74, 75. 
Swane king of Denmark invades Sng/and; and rakes York, 


102. Forced to fly, ibid. 


Abe Fychan Krad hanged, 217, . 
Trahaern ap Caradoc made prince of North Wales, 


105. His country invaded from Ireland by Gruffydh ap 
"a the right heir, ibid. They fight, and Trahern with 


his couſins worſted and all ſlain, 108. 


Tribute paid by] the prince of Wales to the kings of Eng- 
land, 48. 


J Tudor Vaughan ap Grono, his family, would ee kaight 


and his reaſons for it to King Edward III. who can 


the Bae of it, zur ee 


\ TOrtigern invites the Saxons into Britain, 5. 


Vortimer repels che Saxons, 7. 


W. 


Ales waſted by the Marcie, 24. By Eigg Egbert, * 
ibid. Divided into three provinces, 274 Invaded 


by the Engliſh, 52. Forcibly managed by Ievaf and Iago 


princes of North Wales only, 56. Afflicted by the Danes, 
and a murrain, 65. Gives hoſtages to pay the antient tri- 
bute, 95. Seldom governed by the right heir, 109. Waſt- 


ed by the Engliſh as far as Angleley, 121. Embroiled 
with civil x Feng 151. Item, 153, 154. In great ſcar- 
city, 276. Annexed to the crown of England, 300. 


Walwey, King Arthur's nephew, his tomb found, . 2h : 


body was of a prodigious length, 110. a 
Welch quarrel amongſt themſelves, 22. Ibid. 23. Th 
defeat the Mercians at Conwey, and call it Dial Rhodr 


38. Diſable the Danes and Engliſh that invaded them, 


then fall out among themſelves, 61. Too late, ſee the 


folly of foreign aid, 114. Miſerably ſlaughtered, 130% 
131. Being at peace from abroad, they fall to their wonted 
method of een one another, 208, Complain to their 


* 


27 ** 2 | 
battle of Farendon, res with rung che Tapretze 0 fon, * a * 1 


b 7 r ion 'from the Engliſh, 272. Beaten 
the Tag %. Worſt the. Engliſh, 297, 298, 
aten in t ibid. Revolt becauſe. of an heavy tax 


(Edward I. every where, 306. Beat the Engliſh, 

ie che king's carriages, ibid. Routed by the 
foi of Warwick, 308. Beat the marchers, but are at 
| loſt overcome, and their leader Madoc made priſoner, 309. 
1 Welch minſtrels reformed, whereof were three ſorts, I 59, . 

William duke of Normandy claims the crown of England, 

98. Lands at Haſtings, and defeals the Engliſh, 100. 
".M William I. goes with an MY on pilgrimage to St. Dart, 

: ITO. | 

William Rufus Windes the Welch without ſucceſs, 118, 


„„ ldem, 120. Wen, 122. 
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